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Preamble 


Constitution of the United States of America 


DIGEST 


Article I Legislative 


Sections 


Legislative powers. 


2. House of representatives, how constituted, 
power of impeachment. 
3. The senate, how constituted, impeachment 
trials. 
4. Election of senators and representatives. 
5. Quorum, journals, meetings, adjournments. 
6. Compensation, privileges, disabilities. 
7. Procedure in passing bills and resolutions. 
8. Powers of congress. 
9. Limitations upon powers of congress. 
10. Restrictions upon powers of states. 
Article П Executive 
Sections 
1. Executive power, election, qualifications of 
the president. 
2. Powers of the president. 
3. Powers and duties of the president. 
4. Impeachment. 


Article III Judicial 


Sections 


l. 


Judicial power, tenure of office. 


2. Jurisdiction. 

3. Treason, proof and punishment. 
Article IV 

Sections 

1. Faith and credit among states. 

2.  Privileges and immunities, fugitives. 

3. Admission of new states. 

4. Guarantee of republican government. 
Article V Amendment of the Constitution 


Article VI Debts, supremacy, oath 
Article УП Ratification and establishment 


Amendments: 
No. 
1. Freedom of religion, of speech, and of the 
press. 
2. Right to keep and bear arms. 
3. Quartering of soldiers. 
4. Security from unwarrantable search and 
seizure. 
5. Rights of accused in criminal proceedings. 
6. Right to speedy trial, witnesses, etc. 
7. Trial by jury in civil cases. 
8. Bails, fines, punishments. 
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21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


Reservation of rights of the people. 
Powers reserved to states or people. 
Restriction of judicial powers. 

Election of president and vice president. 
Sections 


l. Abolition of slavery. 

2. Power to enforce this article. 

Sections 

l. Citizenship rights not to be abridged 
by states. 

2. Apportionment of representatives in 
congress. 

3. Persons disqualified from holding 
office. 

4. What public debts are valid. 

5. Power to enforce this article. 

Sections 

1. Negro suffrage. 

2. | Power to enforce this article. 


Authorizing income taxes. 
Popular election of senators. 


Sections 

l. National liquor prohibition. 

2: Power to enforce this article. 
3. Ratification within seven years. 
Woman suffrage. 

Sections 

l. Terms of office. 

2. Time of convening congress. 


3. Death of president elect. 
4. Election of the president. 


Sections 

1. National liquor prohibition repealed. 

2. Transportation of liquor into "dry" 
states. 

Sections 

1. Terms of office of president. 

2. When operative. — 

Sections 

l. Granting representation in the elec- 
toral college to the District of 
Columbia. 

2. Legislation. 

Sections 


l. Failure to pay tax shall not deny right 

to vote for federal offices. 

Legislation. 

ections 

Succession to the presidency. 

Succession to the vice presidency. 

President's declaration of inability to 

discharge powers and duties of office. 

4. Determination that president is unable 
to discharge the powers and duties of 
office. 

Sections 
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l. Extending the right to vote to citizens 
eighteen years of age or older. 
2. Legislation. 


The Constitution 
of the 
United States 
of America 


Preamble 


We the people of the United States, in order to form a 
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United States of America. 


ARTICLE I 


§ 1 LEGISLATIVE POWERS. All legislative pow- 
ers herein granted shall be vested in a congress of the 
United States, which shall consist of a senate and house 
of representatives. 


§ 2 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, HOW 
CONSTITUTED, POWER OF IMPEACHMENT. The 
house of representatives shall be composed of members 
chosen every second year by the people of the several 
states, and the electors in each state shall have the qual- 
ifications requisite for electors of the most numerous 
branch of the state legislature. 

No person shall be a representative who shall not have 
attained to the age of twenty-five years, and been seven 
years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, 
when elected, be an inhabitant of that state in which he 
shall be chosen. 

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
among the several states which may be included within 
this union, according to their respective numbers, which 
shall be determined by adding to the whole number of 
free persons, including those bound to service for a term 
of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of 
all other person.* The actual enumeration shall be made 
within three years after the first meeting of the congress 
of the United States, and within every subsequent term 
of ten years, in such manner as they shall by law direct. 
The number of representatives shall not exceed one for 
every thirty thousand, but each state shall have at least 
one representative; and until such enumeration shall be 
made, the state of New Hampshire shall be entitled to 
choose three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York 
six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, 
Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South 
Carolina five, and Georgia three. 
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When vacancies happen in the representation from 
any state, the executive authority thereof shall issue 
writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

The house of representatives shall choose their 
speaker and other officers; and shall have the sole power 
of impeachment. 


*Note: Modified by Amendment XIV, Section 2. 


5 3 THE SENATE, HOW CONSTITUTED, IM- 
PEACHMENT TRIALS. The senate of the United 
States shall be composed of two senators from each 
state, chosen by the legislature thereof, for six years; and 
each senator shall have one vote. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in conse- 
quence of the first election, they shall be divided as 
equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the 
senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expira- 
tion of the second year, of the second class at the expi- 
ration of the fourth year, and of the third class at the 
expiration of the sixth year, so that one-third may be 
chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen by 
resignation, or otherwise, during the recess of the legis- 
lature of any state, the executive thereof may make 
temporary appointments until the next meeting of the 
legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies.* 

No person shall be a senator who shall not have at- 
tained to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a 
citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when 
elected, be an inhabitant of that state for which he shall 
be chosen. 

The vice president of the United States shall be presi- 
dent of the senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be 
equally divided. 

The senate shall choose their other officers, and also a 
president pro tempore, in the absence of the vice presi- 
dent, or when he shall exercise the office of president of 
the United States. 

The senate shall have the sole power to try all im- 
peachments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be 
on oath or affirmation. When the president of the 
United States is tried the chief justice shall preside: and 
no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the members present. 

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend 
further than to removal from office, and disqualification 
to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit un- 
der the United States: but the party convicted shall nev- 
ertheless be liable and subject to indictment, trial, 
judgment and punishment, according to law. 


*Note: Provisions changed by Amendment XVII. 


5 4 ELECTION OF SENATORS AND REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. The times, places and manner of holding 
elections for senators and representatives, shall be pre- 
scribed in each state by the legislature thereof; but the 
congress may at any time by law make or alter such 
regulations, except as to the places of choosing senators. 

The congress shall assemble at least once in every 
year, and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in 
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December, unless they shall by law appoint a different 
day.* 


*Note: Provision changed by Amendment XX, Section 2. 


$ 5 QUORUM, JOURNALS, MEETINGS, AD- 
JOURNMENTS. Each house shall be the judge of the 
elections, returns and qualifications of its own members, 
and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do 
business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to 
day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of 
absent members, in such manner, and under such penal- 
ties as each house may provide. 

Each house may determine the rules of its proceed- 
ings, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, 
with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member. 

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
and from time to time publish the same, excepting such 
parts as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the 
yeas and nays of the members of either house on any 
question shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, 
be entered on the journal. 

Neither house, during the session of congress, shall, 
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any other place than that in which the 
two houses shall be sitting. 


8 6 COMPENSATION, PRIVILEGES, DISABILI- 
TIES. The senators and representatives shall receive a 
compensation for their services, to be ascertained by law, 
and paid out of the treasury of the United States. They 
shall in all cases, except treason, felony and breach of 
the peace, be privileged from arrest during their atten- 
dance at the session of their respective houses, and in 
going to and returning from the same; and for any 
speech or debate in either house, they shall not be ques- 
tioned in any other place. 

No senator or representative shall, during the time for 
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office 
under the authority of the United States, which shall 
have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall have 
been increased during such time; and no person holding 
any office under the United States, shall be a member of 
either house during his continuance in office. 


8 7 PROCEDURE IN PASSING BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. АП bills for raising revenue shall orig- 
inate in the house of representatives; but the senate may 
propose or concur with amendments as on other bills. 

Every bill which shall have passed the house of repre- 
sentatives and the senate, shall, before it become a law, 
be presented to the president of the United States; if he 
approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with 
his objections to that house in which it shall have origi- 
nated, who shall enter the objections at large on their 
journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such re- 
consideration two-thirds of that house shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objec- 
tions, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be 
reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that 
house, it shall become a law. But in all such cases the 
votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and 
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nays, and the names of the persons voting for and 
against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each 
house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by 
the president within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it 
shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a 
law, in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the 
congress by their adjournment prevent its return, in 
which case it shall not be a law. 

Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concur- 
rence of the senate and house of representatives may be 
necessary (except on a question of adjournment) shall be 
presented to the president of the United States; and be- 
fore the same shall take effect, shall be approved by 
him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by 
two-thirds of the senate and house of representatives, 
according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the 
case of a bill. 


$8 POWERS OF CONGRESS. The congress shall 
have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and 
excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common 
defense and general welfare of the United States; but all 
duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform throughout 
the United States; 

To borrow money on the credit of the United States; 

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the several states, and with the Indian tribes; 

To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and 
uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout 
the United States; 

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of for- 
eign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures; 

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the 
securities and current coin of the United States; 

To establish post offices and post roads; 

To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by 
securing for limited times to authors and inventors the 
exclusive right to their respective writings and 
discoveries; 

To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court; 

To define and punish piracies and felonies committed 
on the high seas, and offences against the law of nations; 

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, 
and make rules concerning captures on land and water; 

To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of 
money to that use shall be for a longer term than two 
years; 

To provide and maintain a navy; 

To make rules for the government and regulation of 
the land and naval forces; 

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the 
laws of the union, suppress insurrections and repel 
invasions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, 
the militia, and for governing such part of them as may 
be employed in the service of the United States, reserv- 
ing to the states respectively, the appointment of the of- 
ficers, and the authority of training the militia according 
to the discipline prescribed by congress; 

To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatso- 
ever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) 
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as may, by cession of particular states, and the accept- 
ance of congress, become the seat of the government of 
the United States, and to exercise like authority over all 
places purchased by the consent of the legislature of the 
state in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, 
magazines, arsenals, dock yards, and other needful 
buildings; and 

To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all 
other powers vested by this Constitution in the govern- 
ment of the United States, or in any department or offi- 
cer thereof. 


§ 9 LIMITATIONS UPON POWERS OF CON- 
GRESS. The migration or importation of such persons as 
any of the states now existing shall think proper to ad- 
mit, shall not be prohibited by the congress prior to the 
year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or 
duty may be imposed on such importation, not exceeding 
ten dollars for each person. 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 
suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion 
the public safety may require it. 

No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be 
passed. 

No capitation, or other direct, tax shall be laid, unless 
in proportion to the census or enumeration hereinbefore 
directed to be taken. 

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from 
any state. 

No preference shall be given by any regulation of 
commerce or revenue to the ports of one state over those 
of another nor shall vessels bound to, or from, one state, 
be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another. 

No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in 
consequence of appropriations made by law; and a regu- 
lar statement and account of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of all public money shall be published from time to 
time. 

No title of nobility shall be granted by the United 
States: And no person holding any office of profit or 
trust under them, shall, without the consent of the con- 
gress, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title, 
of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign 
state. 


5 10 RESTRICTIONS UPON POWERS ОЕ 
STATES. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance, 
or confederation; grant letters of marque and reprisal; 
coin money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold 
and silver coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any 
bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the 
obligation of contracts, or grant any title of nobility. 

No state shall, without the consent of the congress, 
lay any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except 
what may be absolutely necessary for executing its in- 
spection laws: and the net produce of all duties and im- 
posts, laid by any state on imports or exports, shall be 
for the use of the treasury of the United States; and all 
such laws shall be subject to the revision and control of 
the congress. 
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No state shall, without the consent of congress, lay 
any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or ships of war in time 
of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with an- 
other state, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, 
unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as 
will not admit of delay. 


ARTICLE II 


5 1 EXECUTIVE POWER, ELECTION, QUALI- 
FICATIONS OF THE PRESIDENT. The executive 
power shall be vested in a president of the United States 
of America. He shall hold his office during the term of 
four years, and, together with the vice president, chosen 
for the same term, be elected, as follows 

Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legis- 
lature thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to 
the whole number of senators and representatives to 
which the state may be entitled in the congress: but no 
senator or representative, or person holding an office of 
trust or profit under the United States, shall be ap- 
pointed an elector. 

The electors shall meet in their respective states, and 
vote by ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall 
not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves. 
And they shall make a list of all the persons voted for, 
and of the number of votes for each; which list they shall 
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the 
government of the United States, directed to the presi- 
dent of the senate. The president of the senate shall, in 
the presence of the senate and house of representatives, 
open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be 
counted. The person having the greatest number of votes 
shall be the president, if such number be a majority of 
the whole number of electors appointed; and if there be 
more than one who have such majority, and have an 
equal number of votes, then the house of representatives 
shall immediately choose by ballot one of them for pres- 
ident; and if no person have a majority, then from the 
five highest on the list the said house shall in like man- 
ner choose the president. But in choosing the president, 
the votes shall be taken by states, the representation 
from each state having one vote; a quorum for this pur- 
pose shall consist of a member or members from two- 
thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall 
be necessary to a choice. In every case, after the choice 
of the president, the person having the greatest number 
of votes of the electors shall be the vice president. But if 
there should remain two or more who have equal votes, 
the senate shall choose from them by ballot the vice 
president.* 

The congress may determine the time of choosing the 
electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes; 
which day shall be the same throughout the United 
States. 

No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen 
of the United States, at the time of the adoption of this 
Constitution, shall be eligible to the office of president; 
neither shall any person be eligible to that office who 
shall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, 
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and been fourteen years a resident within the United 
States. 

In case of the removal of the president from office, or 
of his death, resignation, or inability to discharge the 
powers and duties of the said office, the same shall de- 
volve on the vice president, and the congress may by law 
provide for the case of removal, death, resignation or in- 
ability, both of the president and vice president, declar- 
ing what officer shall then act as president, and such 
officer shall act accordingly, until the disability be re- 
moved, or a president shall be elected. 

The president shall, at stated times, receive for his 
services, a compensation, which shall neither be in- 
creased nor diminished during the period for which he 
shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within 
that period any other emolument from the United 
States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall 
take the following oath or affirmation: "I do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office 
of president of the United States, and will to the best of 
my ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution 
of the United States." 


*Note: Provisions superseded by Amendment XII. 


$82 POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT. The presi- 
dent shall be commander in chief of the army and navy 
of the United States, and of the militia of the several 
states, when called into the actual service of the United 
States; he may require the opinion, in writing, of the 
principal officer in each of the executive departments, 
upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective 
offices, and he shall have power to grant reprieves and 
pardons for offences against the United States, except in 
cases of impeachment. 

He shall have power, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds 
of the senators present concur; and he shall nominate, 
and by and with the advice and consent of the senate, 
shall appoint ambassadors, other public ministers and 
consuls, judges of the supreme court, and all other offi- 
cers of the United States, whose appointments are not 
herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be estab- 
lished by law: but the congress may by law vest the ap- 
pointment of such inferior officers, as they think proper 
in the president alone, in the courts of law, or in the 
heads of departments. 

The president shall have power to fill up all vacancies 
that may happen during the recess of the senate, by 
granting commissions which shall expire at the end of 
their next session. 


5 3 POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE PRESI- 
DENT. He shall from time to time give to the congress 
information of the state of the union, and recommend to 
their consideration such measures as he shall judge nec- 
essary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary occa- 
sions, convene both houses, or either of them, and in 
case of disagreement between them, with respect to the 
time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time 
as he shall think proper; he shall receive ambassadors 
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and other public ministers; he shall take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission all the 
officers of the United States. 


$ 4 IMPEACHMENT. The president, vice president 
and all civil officers of the United States, shall be re- 
moved from office on impeachment for, and conviction 
of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and 
misdemeanors. 


ARTICLE III 


$ 1 JUDICIAL POWER, TENURE OF OFFICE. 
The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested 
in one supreme court, and in such inferior courts as the 
congress may from time to time ordain and establish. 
The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, 
shall hold their offices during good behavior, and shall, 
at stated times, receive for their services, a compensa- 
tion, which shall not be diminished during their continu- 
ance in office. 


§ 2 JURISDICTION. The judicial power shall ex- 
tend to all cases, in law and equity, arising under this 
Constitution, the laws of the United States, and treaties 
made, or which shall be made, under their authority; to 
all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers 
and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and maritime ju- 
risdiction; to controversies to which the United States 
shall be a party; to controversies between two or more 
states; between a state and citizens of another state; be- 
tween citizens of different states, between citizens of the 
same state claiming lands under grants of different 
states, and between a state, or the citizens thereof, and 
foreign states, citizens or subjects.* 

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public min- 
isters and consuls, and those in which a state shall be 
party, the supreme court shall have original jurisdiction. 
In all the other cases before mentioned, the supreme 
court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law 
and fact, with such exceptions, and under such regula- 
tions as the congress shall make. 

The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeach- 
ment, shall be by jury; and such trial shall be held in the 
state where the said crimes shall have been committed; 
but when not committed within any state, the trial shall 
be at such place or places as the congress may by law 
have directed. 


*Note: Clause changed by Amendment XI. 


$83 TREASON, PROOF AND PUNISHMENT. 
Treason against the United States, shall consist only in 
levying war against them, or in adhering to their ene- 
mies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be 
convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two wit- 
nesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open 
court. 

The congress shall have power to declare the punish- 
ment of treason, but no attainder of treason shall work 
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corruption of blood, or forfeiture except during the life 
of the person attainted. 


ARTICLE IV 


§ 1 FAITH AND CREDIT AMONG STATES. Full 
faith and credit shall be given in each state to the public 
acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other 
state. And the congress may by general laws prescribe 
the manner in which such acts, records and proceedings 
shall be proved, and the effect thereof. 


$2 PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES, FUGI- 
TIVES. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all 
privileges and immunities of citizens in the several 
states. 

A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or 
other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in 
another state, shall on demand of the executive authority 
of the state from which he fled, be delivered up, to be 
removed to the state having jurisdiction of the crime. 

No person held to service or labor in one state, under 
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse- 
quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be 
due. 


$ 3 ADMISSION OF NEW STATES. New states 
may be admitted by the congress into this union; but no 
new state shall be formed or erected within the jurisdic- 
tion of any other state; nor any state be formed by the 
junction of two or more states, or parts of states, without 
the consent of the legislatures of the states concerned as 
well as of the congress. 

The congress shall have power to dispose of and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory 
or other property belonging to the United States; and 
nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to 
prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any 
particular state. 


§ 4 GUARANTEE OF REPUBLICAN GOVERN- 
MENT. The United States shall guarantee to every state 
in this union a republican form of government, and shall 
protect each of them against invasion; and on application 
of the legislature, or of the executive (when the legisla- 
ture cannot be convened) against domestic violence. 


ARTICLE V 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. The 
congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem 
it necessary, shall propose amendments to this Constitu- 
tion, or, on the application of the legislatures of two- 
thirds of the several states, shall call a convention for 
proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be 
valid to all intents and purposes, as part of this Consti- 
tution, when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths 
of the several states, or by conventions in three-fourths 
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thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may 
be proposed by the congress; provided that no amend- 
ment which may be made prior to the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eight shall in any manner affect the 
first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first 
article; and that no state, without its consent, shall be 
deprived of its equal suffrage in the senate. 


ARTICLE VI 


DEBTS, SUPREMACY, OATH. АП debts contracted 
and engagements entered into, before the adoption of 
this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United 
States under this Constitution, as under the 
confederation. 

This Constitution, and the laws of the United States 
which shall be made in pursuance thereof; and all trea- 
ties made, or which shall be made, under the authority 
of the United States, shall be the supreme-law of the 
land; and the judges in every state shall be bound 
thereby, any thing in the Constitution or laws of any 
state to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The senators and representatives before mentioned, 
and the members of the several state legislatures, and all 
executive and judicial officers, both of the United States 
and of the several states, shall be bound by oath or af- 
firmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious 
test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office 
or public trust under the United States. 


ARTICLE VII 


RATIFICATION AND ESTABLISHMENT. The rat- 
ification of the conventions of nine states, shall be suffi- 
cient for the establishment of this Constitution between 
the states so ratifying the same. 

Done in convention by the unanimous consent of the 
states present the seventeenth day of September in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-seven and of the independence of the United 
States of America the twelfth.* In witness whereof we 
have hereunto subscribed our names, 

GEO. WASHINGTON, President 
and Deputy from Virginia. 
Delaware 


Geo. Read 
Gunning Bedford, Jr. 


New Hampshire 
John Langdon 
Nicholas Gilman 


Massachusetts John Dickinson 
Nathaniel Gorham Richard Bassett 
Rufus King Jaco. Broom 
Connecticut Maryland 


Wm. Saml. Johnson 
Roger Sherman 


James McHenry 
Dan of St. Thos. Jenifer 


New York Danl. Carroll 
Alexander Hamilton Virginia 
New Jersey John Blair 
Wil. Livingston James Madison, Jr. 


North Carolina 
Wm. Blount 
Richd. Dobbs Spaight 
Hu. Williamson 
South Carolina 
J. Rutledge 


David Brearley 
Wm. Paterson 
Jona. Dayton 
Pennsylvania 
B. Franklin 
Thomas Mifflin 
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Robt. Morris 
Geo. Clymer 
Thos. FitzSimons 


Charles Cotesworth Pinckney 
Charles Pinckney 
Pierce Butler 


Jared Ingersoll Georgia 
James Wilson William Few 
Gouv. Morris Abr. Baldwin 


*Note: The Constitution was submitted on September 17, 1787, by 
the Constitutional Convention, was ratified by the conventions of sev- 
eral states at various dates up to May 29, 1790, and became effective 
on March 4, 1789. 


Amendments 
to the 
Constitution 
of the 
United States 


1791-1971 


AMENDMENT I 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION, OF SPEECH, AND OF 
THE PRESS. Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the government for a redress of 
grievances. 


AMENDMENT II 


RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS. A well regu- 
lated militia being necessary to the security of a free 
state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, 
shall not be infringed. 


AMENDMENT III 


QUARTERING OF SOLDIERS. No soldier shall, in 
time of peace be quartered in any house, without the 
consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a man- 
ner to be prescribed by law. 


AMENDMENT IV 

SECURITY FROM UNWARRANTABLE SEARCH 
AND SEIZURE. The right of the people to be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unrea- 
sonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and 
no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, sup- 
ported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describ- 
ing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to 
be seized. 


AMENDMENT V 


RIGHTS OF ACCUSED IN CRIMINAL PROCEED- 
INGS. No person shall be held to answer for a capital, 
or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 
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indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the 
land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual 
service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any 
person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in 
jeopardy of life or limb, nor shall be compelled in any 
criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be de- 
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, 
without just compensation. 


AMENDMENT VI 


RIGHT TO SPEEDY TRIAL, WITNESSES, ETC. In 
all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 
right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of 
the state and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously as- 
certained by law, and to be informed of the nature and 
cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the wit- 
nesses against him; to have compulsory process for ob- 
taining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance 
of counsel for his defense. 


AMENDMENT VII 


TRIAL BY JURY IN CIVIL CASES. In suits at 
common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed 
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be pre- 
served, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise 
reexamined in any court of the United States, than ac- 
cording to the rules of the common law. 


AMENDMENT VIII 


BAILS, FINES, PUNISHMENTS. Excessive bail 
shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 


AMENDMENT IX 


RESERVATION OF RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE. 
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, 
shall not be construed to deny or disparage others re- 
tained by the people. 


AMENDMENT X 


POWERS RESERVED TO STATES OR PEOPLE. 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are re- 
served to the states respectively, or to the people.* 


*Note: The first ten amendments were all proposed by congress on 
September 25, 1789, and were ratified and adoption certified on 
December 15, 1791. 


AMENDMENT XI 


RESTRICTION OF JUDICIAL POWERS. The judi- 
cial power of the United States shall not be construed to 
extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or pros- 
ecuted against one of the United States by citizens of 
another state, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign 
state.* 


*Note: Proposed by congress on March 4, 1794, and declared rati- 
fied on January 8, 1798. 
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AMENDMENT XII 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI- 
DENT. The electors shall meet in their respective states, 
and vote by ballot for president and vice president, one 
of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same 
state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots 
the person voted for as president, and in distinct ballots 
the person voted for as vice president, and they shall 
make distinct lists of all persons voted for as president, 
and of all persons voted for as vice president, and of the 
number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and 
certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the govern- 
ment of the United States, directed to the president of 
the senate; the president of the senate shall, in the pres- 
ence of the senate and house of representatives, open all 
the certificates and the votes shall then be counted; the 
person having the greatest number of votes for president, 
shall be the president, if such number be a majority of 
the whole number of electors appointed; and if no person 
have such majority, then from the persons having the 
highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those 
voted for as president, the house of representatives shall 
choose immediately, by ballot, the president. But in 
choosing the president, the votes shall be taken by states, 
the representation from each state having one vote; a 
quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or 
members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority 
of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the 
house of representatives shall not choose a president 
whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, 
before the fourth day of March next following, then the 
vice president shall act as president, as in the case of the 
death or other constitutional disability of the president. 
The person having the greatest number of votes as vice 
. president, shall be the vice president, if such number be 
a majority of the whole number of electors appointed, 
and if no person have a majority, then from the two 
highest numbers on the list, the senate shall choose the 
vice president; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of 
two-thirds of the whole number of senators, and a ma- 
jority of the whole number shall be necessary to a 
choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the 
office of president shall be eligible to that of vice presi- 
dent of the United States.* 


*Note: Proposed by congress on December 9, 1803; declared ratified 
on September 25, 1804; supplemented by Amendment XX. 


AMENDMENT XIII 


$ 1 ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. Neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 
shall exist within the United States, or any place subject 
to their jurisdiction. 


§ 2 POWER TO ENFORCE THIS ARTICLE. 
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap- 
propriate legislation.* 


*Note: Proposed by congress on January 31, 1865; declared ratified 
on December 18, 1865. 
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AMENDMENT XIV 


$1 CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS NOT TO BE 
ABRIDGED BY STATES. All persons born or natural- 
ized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state 
wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce any 
law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of 
citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive 
any person of life, liberty, or property, without due pro- 
cess of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction 
the equal protection of the laws. 


$2 APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES IN CONGRESS. Representatives shall be appor- 
tioned among the several states according to their 
respective numbers, counting the whole number of per- 
sons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But 
when the right to vote at any election for the choice of 
electors for president and vice president of the United 
States, representatives in congress, the executive and ju- 
dicial officers of a state, or the members of the legisla- 
ture thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of 
such state, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens 
of the United States, or in any way abridges, except for 
participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of 
representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion 
which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the 
whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age 
in such state. 


$3 PERSONS DISQUALIFIED FROM HOLD- 
ING OFFICE. No person shall be a senator or represen- 
tative in congress, or elector of president and vice 
president, or hold any office, civil or military, under the 
United States, or under any state, who, having previ- 
ously taken an oath, as a member of congress, or as an 
officer of the United States, or as a member of any state 
legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any 
state, to support the Constitution of the United States, 
shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against 
the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. 
But congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each house, 
remove such disability. 


$4 WHAT PUBLIC DEBTS ARE VALID. The 
validity of the public debt of the United States, author- 
ized by law, including debts incurred for payment of 
pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insur- 
rection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither 
the United States nor any state shall assume or pay any 
debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or re- 
bellion against the United States, or any claim for the 
loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, ob- 
ligations and claims shall be held illegal and void. 


$ 5 POWER TO ENFORCE THIS ARTICLE. The 
congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate 
legislation, the provisions of this article.* 


*Note: Proposed by congress on June 13, 1866; declared ratified on 
July 28, 1868. 
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AMENDMENT XV 


$ 1 NEGRO SUFFRAGE. The right of citizens of 
the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any state on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude. 


$8 2 POWER TO ENFORCE THIS ARTICLE. The 
congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap- 
propriate legislation.* 


*Note: Proposed by congress on February 26, 1869; declared ratified 
on March 30, 1870. 


AMENDMENT XVI 


AUTHORIZING INCOME TAXES. The congress 
shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, 
from whatever source derived, without apportionment 
among the several states, and without regard to any 
census or enumeration.* 


*Note: Proposed by congress on July 12, 1909; declared ratified on 
February 25, 1913. 


AMENDMENT XVII 


POPULAR ELECTION OF SENATORS. The senate 
of the United States shall be composed of two senators 
from each state, elected by the people thereof, for six 
years; and each senator shall have one vote. The electors 
in each state shall have the qualifications requisite for 
electors of the most numerous branch of the state 
legislatures. 

When vacancies happen in the representation of any 
state in the senate, the executive authority of such state 
shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Pro- 
vided, That the legislature of any state may empower 
the executive thereof to make temporary appointments 
until the people fill the vacancies by election as the leg- 
islature may direct. 

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect 
the election or term of any senator chosen before it be- 
comes valid as part of the Constitution.* 


*Note: Proposed by congress on May 13, 1912; declared ratified on 
May 31, 1913. 


AMENDMENT XVIII 


8 1 NATIONAL LIQUOR PROHIBITION. After 
one year from the ratification of this article the manu- 
facture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors 
within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation 
thereof from the United States and all territory subject 
to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is 
hereby prohibited. 


§ 2 POWER TO ENFORCE THIS ARTICLE. The 
congress and the several states shall have concurrent 
power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 


5 3 RATIFICATION WITHIN SEVEN YEARS. 
This article shall be inoperative until it shall have been 
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ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the leg- 
islatures of the several states, as provided in the Consti- 
tution, within seven years from the date of the 
submission hereof to the states by the congress.* 


*Note: Proposed by congress on December 18, 1917; declared rati- 
fied on January 29, 1919. Repealed by Amendment XXI. 


AMENDMENT XIX 


WOMAN SUFFRAGE. The right of citizens of the 
United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by 
the United States or by any state on account of sex. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.* 


*Note: Proposed by congress on June 4, 1919; declared ratified on 
August 26, 1920. 


AMENDMENT XX 


$1 TERMS OF OFFICE. The terms of the presi- 
dent and vice president shall end at noon on the 20th 
day of January, and the terms of senators and represen- 
tatives at noon on the 3rd day of January, of the years in 
which such terms would have ended if this article had 
not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall 
then begin. 


§ 2 TIME OF CONVENING CONGRESS. The 
congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and 
such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3rd day of Jan- 
uary, unless they shall by law appoint a different day. 


5 3 DEATH OF PRESIDENT ELECT. If, at the 
time fixed for the beginning of the term of the president, 
the president elect shall have died, the vice president 
elect shall become president. If a president shall not 
have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning 
of his term, or if the president elect shall have failed to 
qualify, then the vice president elect shall act as presi- 
dent until a president shall have qualified; and the con- 
gress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a 
president elect nor a vice president elect shall have qual- 
ified, declaring who shall then act as president, or the 
manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and 
such person shall act accordingly until a president or 
vice president shall have qualified. 


5 4 ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT. The con- 
gress may by law provide for the case of the death of 
any of the persons from whom the house of representa- 
tives may choose a president whenever the right of 
choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case 
of the death of any of the persons from whom the senate 
may choose a vice president whenever the right of choice 
shall have devolved upon them. 


$ 5 Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect оп the 15th 
day of October following the ratification of this article. 


$ 6 This article shall be inoperative unless it shall 
have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution 
by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states 
within seven years from the date of its submission.* 


[Vol. 0 RCW—p 9] 


AMENDMENT XX 


*Note: Proposed by congress on March 2, 1932; declared ratified on 
February 6, 1933. 


AMENDMENT XXI 


$ 1 NATIONAL LIQUOR PROHIBITION RE- 
PEALED. The eighteenth article of amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed. 


$82 TRANSPORTATION OF LIQUOR INTO 
"DRY" STATES. The transportation or importation into 
any states, territory, or possession of the United States 
for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in vio- 
lation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited. 


$ 3 This article shall be inoperative unless it shall 
have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution 
by conventions in the several states, as provided in the 
Constitution, within seven years from the date of the 
submission hereof to the states by the congress.* 


*Note: Proposed by congress on February 20, 1933; declared ratified 
on December 5, 1933. 


AMENDMENT XXII 


51 TERMS OF OFFICE OF PRESIDENT. No 
person shall be elected to the office of the president more 
than twice, and no person who held the office of presi- 
dent, or acted as president, for more than two years of a 
term to which some other person was elected president, 
shall be elected to the office of president more than once. 
But this article shall not apply to any person holding the 
office of president when this article was proposed by the 
congress, and shall not prevent any person who may be 
holding the office of president, or acting as president, 
during the term within which this article becomes oper- 
ative from holding the office of president or acting as 
president during the remainder of such term. 


$ 2 WHEN OPERATIVE. This article shall be in- 
operative unless it shall have been ratified as an amend- 
ment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three— 
fourths of the several states within seven years from the 
date of its submission to the states by the congress.* 

*Note: The certificate of adoption of the 22nd Amendment, dated 


March 1, 1951, was published in the Federal Register of March 3, 
1951. 


AMENDMENT XXIII 


8 1 GRANTING REPRESENTATION IN THE 
ELECTORAL COLLEGE TO THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA. The District constituting the seat of Gov- 


ernment of the United States shall appoint in such man-- 


ner as the Congress may direct: 

A number of electors of President and Vice President 
equal to the whole number of Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress to which the District would be entitled 
if it were a State, but in no event more than the least 
populous State; they shall be in addition to those ap- 
pointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for 
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the purposes of the election of President and Vice Presi- 
dent, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall 
meet in the District and perform such duties as provided 
by the twelfth article of amendment. 


$ 2 LEGISLATION. The Congress shall have power 
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.* 


*Note: The certificate of adoption of the 23rd Amendment, dated 
April 3, 1961, is published in Vol. 26 Federal Register, page 2808. 


AMENDMENT XXIV 


$ 1 FAILURE TO PAY TAX SHALL NOT DENY 
RIGHT TO VOTE FOR FEDERAL OFFICES. The 
right of citizens of the United States to vote in any pri- 
mary or other election for President or Vice President, 
for electors for President or Vice President, or for Sena- 
tor or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or any State by reason of 
failure to pay any poll tax or other tax. 


$ 2 LEGISLATION. The Congress shall have power 
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.* 


*Note: The certificate of adoption of the 24th Amendment dated 
February 4, 1964, is published in Vol. 29 Federal Register, page 1715. 


AMENDMENT XXV 


$1 SUCCESSION TO THE PRESIDENCY. In 
case of the removal of the President from office or of his 
death or resignation, the Vice President shall become 
President. 


$ 2 SUCCESSION TO THE VICE PRESIDENCY. 
Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice 
President, the President shall nominate a Vice President 
who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority 
vote of both Houses of Congress. 


5 3 PRESIDENT'S DECLARATION OF INABIL- 
ITY TO DISCHARGE POWERS AND DUTIES OF 
OFFICE. Whenever the President transmits to the Pres- 
ident pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives his written declaration that he 
is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, 
and until he transmits to them a written declaration to 
the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged 
by the Vice President as Acting President. 


5 4 DETERMINATION THAT PRESIDENT IS 
UNABLE TO DISCHARGE THE POWERS AND DU- 
TIES OF OFFICE. Whenever the Vice President and a 
majority of either the principal officers of the executive 
departments or of such other body as Congress may by 
law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the 


7" Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives 


their written declaration that the President is unable to 
discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice 
President shall immediately assume the powers and du- 
ties of the office as Acting President. 

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the Presi- 
dent pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives his written declaration that no 
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inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of 
his office unless the Vice President and a majority of ei- 
ther the principal officers of the executive department or 
of such other body as Congress may by law provide, 
transmit within four days to the President pro tempore 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives their written declaration that the President is 
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. 
Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling 
within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in ses- 
sion. If the Congress, within twenty-one days after re- 
ceipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is 
not in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is 
required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of 
both Houses that the President is unable to discharge 
the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President 
shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President; 
otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and 
duties of his office.* 


*Note: The certificate of adoption of the 25th Amendment dated 
February 23, 1967 is published in Vol. 32 Federal Register, page 3287. 


AMENDMENT XXVI 


$1 EXTENDING THE RIGHT TO VOTE TO 
CITIZENS EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER. 
The right of citizens of the United States, who are 
eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any State on ac- 
count of age. 


§ 2 LEGISLATION. The Congress shall have power 
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.* 


*Note: The certificate of adoption of the 26th Amendment dated 
July 5, 1971 is published in Vol. 36, No. 130, Federal Register, page 
12726. 
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ORGANIC ACT 


Reviser's note: The original organic act to establish the territorial 
government of Washington is set forth herein. Note however that the 
organic act was completely revised in the 1873 United States Revised 
Statutes which was enacted by Congress in 1874. The 1873 United 
States Revised Statutes contained a construction section (Title 74, sec- 
tion 5596) which has been construed by the United States Supreme 
Court (Dwight v. Merrit, 140 U.S. 213, 11 S.Ct. 768, 35 L.Ed. 45) as 
abrogating or repealing all prior statutes on the same subject as those 
revised. As the twenty-one sections of the original organic act were 
rewritten and combined with the organic acts of other territories the 
disposition of the original sections into the 1873 United States Revised 
Statutes cannot be traced with absolute accuracy. A schedule of the 
disposition of the original organic act sections based on the audit con- 
tained in the United States Revised Statutes of 1878, is published 
herein following section 21 of the organic act. 


AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT OF 
WASHINGTON. 


(Approved March 2, 1853.) [10 U.S. Statutes at Large, с 90 p 172.] 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That from and after the passage of this act, all 
that portion of Oregon Territory lying and being south 
of the forty-ninth degree of north latitude, and north of 
the middle of the main channel of the Columbia River, 
from its mouth to where the forty-sixth degree of north 
latitude crosses said river, near Fort Wallawalla, thence 
with said forty-sixth degree of latitude to the summit of 
the Rocky Mountains, be organized into and constitute a 
temporary government by the name of the Territory of 
Washington: Provided, That nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be construed to affect the authority of the 
government of the United States to make any regulation 
respecting the Indians of said Territory, their lands, 
property, or other rights, by treaty, law, or otherwise, 
which it would have been competent to the government 
to make if this act had never been passed: Provided fur- 
ther, That the title to the land, not exceeding six hun- 
dred and forty acres, now occupied as missionary 
stations among the Indian tribes in said Territory, or 
that may have been so occupied as missionary stations 
prior to the passage of the act establishing the Territo- 
rial government of Oregon, together with the improve- 
ments thereon, be, and is hereby, confirmed and 
established to the several religious societies to which said 
missionary stations respectively belong. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executive 
power and authority in and over said Territory of 
Washington shall be vested in a governor, who shall hold 
his office for four years, and until his successor shall be 
appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the 
President of the United States. The governor shall reside 
in said Territory, shall be the commander-in-chief of 
the militia thereof, shall perform the duties and receive 
the emoluments of Superintendent of Indian Affairs; he 
may grant pardons and remit fines and forfeitures for 
offenses against the laws of said Territory, and respites 
for offenses against the laws of the United States until 
the decision of the President can be made known 
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thereon; he shall commission all officers who shall be 
appointed to office under the laws of the said Territory, 
where, by law, such commissions shall be required, and 
shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
a Secretary of said Territory, who shall reside therein, 
and hold his office for four years, unless sooner removed 
by the President of the United States; he shall record 
and preserve all the laws and proceedings of the Legis- 
lative Assembly hereinafter constituted, and all the acts 
and proceedings of the Governor in his Executive de- 
partment; he shall transmit one copy of the laws and 
journals of the Legislative Assembly within thirty days 
after the end of each session, and one copy of the execu- 
tive proceedings and official correspondence semi-annu- 
ally, on the first days of January and July in each year, 
to the President of the United States, and two copies of 
the laws to the President of the Senate and to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, for the use of 
Congress. And in case of the death, removal, resignation, 
or absence of the Governor from the Territory, the Sec- 
retary shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and re- 
quired to execute and perform all the powers and duties 
of the Governor during such vacancy or absence, or until 
another Governor shall be duly appointed and qualified 
to fill such vacancy. 


SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Legisla- 
tive power and authority of said Territory shall be vested 
in a Legislative Assembly, which shall consist of a 
Council and House of Representatives. The Council 
shall consist of nine members, having the qualifications 
of voters, as hereinafter prescribed, whose term of serv- 
ice shall continue three years. Immediately after they 
shall be assembled, in consequence of their first election, 
they shall be divided as equally as may be into three 
classes. The seats of the members of Council of the first 
class, shall be vacated at the expiration of the first year, 
of the second class at the expiration of the second year, 
and of the third class at the expiration of the third year, 
so that one third may be chosen every year; and if va- 
cancies happen, by resignation or otherwise, the same 
shall be filled at the next ensuing election. The House of 
Representatives shall, at its first session, consist of 
eighteen members, possessing the same qualifications as 
prescribed for members of the Council, and whose term 
of service shall continue one year. The number of repre- 
sentatives may be increased by the Legislative Assembly, 
from time to time, in proportion to the increase of qual- 
ified voters: Provided, That the whole number shall 
never exceed thirty. An apportionment shall be made, as 
nearly equal as practicable, among the several counties 
or districts, for the election of the Council and Repre- 
sentatives, giving to each section of the Territory repre- 
sentation in the ratio of its qualified voters, as nearly as 
may be. And the members of the Council and of the 
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House of Representatives shall reside in, and be inhabit- 
ants of, the district or county or counties, for which they 
may be elected, respectively. Previous to the first elec- 
tion, the Governor shall cause a census or enumeration 
of the inhabitants and qualified voters of the several 
counties and districts of the Territory to be taken, by 
such persons, and in such mode, as the Governor shall 
designate and appoint; and the persons so appointed 
shall receive a reasonable compensation therefor. And 
the first election shall be held at such time and places, 
and be conducted in such manner, both as to the persons 
who shall superintend such election and the returns 
thereof, as the Governor shall appoint and direct; and he 
shall at the same time declare the number of members 
of the Council and House of Representatives to which 
each of the counties or districts shall be entitled under 
this act; and the Governor shall, by his proclamation, 
give at least sixty days' previous notice of such аррог- 
tionment, and of the time, places, and manner of holding 
such election. The persons having the highest number of 
legal votes in each of said council districts for members 
of the Council shall be declared by the Governor to be 
duly elected to the Council, and the persons having the 
highest number of legal votes for the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be declared by the Governor to be duly 
elected members of said House: Provided, That in case 
two or more persons voted for shall have an equal num- 
ber of votes, and in case a vacancy shall otherwise occur 
in either branch of the Legislative Assembly, the Gover- 
nor shall order a new election; and the persons thus 
elected to the Legislative Assembly shall meet at such 
place, and on such day, within ninety days after such 
elections, as the Governor shall appoint. But thereafter 
the time, place, and manner of holding and conducting 
all elections by the people, and the apportioning the rep- 
resentation in the several counties or districts to the 
Council and House of Representatives, according to the 
number of qualified voters, shall be prescribed by law, as 
well as the day of the commencement of the regular ses- 
sion of the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That no ses- 
sion in any one year shall exceed the term of sixty days, 
except the first session, which shall not exceed one hun- 
dred days. 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That every white 
male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years, who 
shall have been a resident of said Territory at the time 
of the passage of this act, and shall possess the qualifi- 
cations hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled to vote at 
the first election, and shall be eligible to any office 
within the said Territory; but the qualifications of voters 
and of holding office at all subsequent elections shall be 
such as shall be prescribed by the Legislative Assembly: 
Provided, That the right of suffrage and of holding office 
shall be exercised only by citizens of the United States 
above the age of twenty-one years, and those above that 
age who shall have declared on oath their intention to 
become such, and shall have taken an oath to support 
the Constitution of the United States and the provisions 
of this act: And provided further, That no officer, sol- 
dier, seaman, mariner, or other person in the army or 
navy of the United States, or attached to troops in the 
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service of the United States, shall be allowed to vote in 
said Territory, by reason of being on service therein, un- 
less said Territory is, and has been for the period of six 
months, his permanent domicil: Provided further, That 
no person belonging to the army or navy of the United 
States shall ever be elected to or hold any civil office or 
appointment in said Territory. 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Legisla- 
tive power of the Territory shall extend to all rightful 
subjects of legislation not inconsistent with the Consti- 
tution and laws of the United States. But no law shall be 
passed interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; 
no tax shall be imposed upon the property of the United 
States; nor shall the lands or other property of nonresi- 
dents be taxed higher than the lands or other property of 
residents. All the laws passed by the Legislative Assem- 
bly shall be submitted to the Congress of the United 
States, and, if disapproved, shall be null and of no effect: 
Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed to 
give power to incorporate a bank or any institution with 
banking powers, or to borrow money in the name of the 
Territory, or to pledge the faith of the people of the 
same for any loan whatever, directly or indirectly. No 
charter granting any privileges of making, issuing, or 
putting into circulation any notes or bills in the likeness 
of bank-notes, or any bonds, scrip, drafts, bills of ex- 
change, or obligations, or granting any other banking 
powers or privileges, shall be passed by the Legislative 
Assembly; nor shall the establishment of any branch or 
agency of any such corporation, derived from other au- 
thority, be allowed in said Territory; nor shall said Leg- 
islative Assembly authorize the issue of any obligation, 
scrip, or evidence of debt, by said Territory, in any mode 
or manner whatever, except certificates for service to 
said Territory. And all such laws, or any law or laws in- 
consistent with the provisions of this act, shall be utterly 
null and void. And all taxes shall be equal and uniform; 
and no distinctions shall be made in the assessments be- 
tween different kinds of property, but the assessments 
shall be according to the value thereof. To avoid im- 
proper influences, which may result from intermixing in 
one and the same act such things as have no proper re- 
lation to each other, every law shall embrace but one 
object, and that shall be expressed in the title. 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all township, 
district, and county officers not herein otherwise pro- 
vided for, shall be appointed or elected in such manner 
as shall be provided by the Legislative Assembly of the 
Territory of Washington. 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no member of 
the Legislative Assembly shall hold or be appointed to 
any office which shall have been created, or the salary or 
emoluments of which shall have been increased while he 
was a member, during the term for which he was elected 
and for one year after the expiration of such term; but 
this restriction shall not be applicable to members of the 
first Legislative Assembly; and no person holding a 
commission or appointment under the United States 
shall be a member of the Legislative Assembly, or shall 
hold any office under the government of said Territory. 
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Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the judicial 
power of said Territory shall be vested in a supreme 
court, district courts, probate courts, and in justices of 
the peace. The supreme court shall consist of a chief 
justice and two associate justices, any two of whom shall 
constitute a quorum, and who shall hold a term at the 
seat of government of said Territory annually, and they 
shall hold their offices during the period of four years, 
and until their successors shall be appointed and quali- 
fied. The said Territory shall be divided into three judi- 
cial districts, and a district court shall be held in each of 
said districts by one of the justices of the supreme court, 
at such times and places as may be prescribed by law; 
and the said judges shall, after their appointments, re- 
spectively reside in the districts which shall be assigned 
them. The jurisdiction of the several courts herein pro- 
vided for, both appellate and original, and that of the 
probate courts and of justices of the peace, shall be as 
limited by law: Provided, That justices of the peace shall 
not have jurisdiction of any case in which the title to 
land shall in any wise come in question, or where the 
debt or damages claimed shall exceed one hundred dol- 
lars; and the said supreme and district courts, respec- 
tively shall possess chancery as well as common-law 
jurisdiction. Each district court, or the judge thereof, 
shall appoint its clerk, who shall also be the register in 
chancery, and shall keep his office at the place where the 
court may be held. Writs of error, bills of exception, and 
appeals, shall be allowed in all cases from the final deci- 
sions of said district court to the supreme court under 
such regulations as may be prescribed by law; but in no 
case removed to the supreme court shall trial by jury be 
allowed in said court. The supreme court, or the justices 
thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, and every clerk shall 
hold his office at the pleasure of the court for which he 
shall have been appointed. Writs of error, and appeals 
from the final decisions of said supreme court, shall be 
allowed, and may be taken to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, in the same manner and under the same 
regulations as from the circuit court of the United 
States, where the value of the property, or the amount in 
controversy, to be ascertained by the oath or affirmation 
of either party, or other competent witness, shall exceed 
two thousand dollars, and in all cases where the consti- 
tution of the United States, or acts of Congress, or a 
treaty of the United States, is brought in question; and 
each of the said district courts shall have and exercise 
the same jurisdiction in all cases arising under the con- 
stitution of the United States and the laws of said Terri- 
tory, as is vested in the circuit and district courts of the 
United States; writs of error and appeal in all such cases 
shall be made to the supreme court of said Territory the 
same as in other cases. Writs of error, and appeals from 
the final decisions of said supreme court, shall be al- 
lowed and may be taken to the supreme court of the 
United States in the same manner as from the circuit 
courts of the United States, where the value of the 
property, or the amount in controversy, shall exceed two 
thousand dollars, and each of said district courts shall 
have and exercise the same jurisdiction, in all cases aris- 
ing under the constitution and laws of the United States, 
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as is vested in the circuit and district courts of the 
United States; and also of all cases arising under the 
laws of said Territory, and otherwise. The said clerk 
shall receive in all such cases the same fees which the 
clerks of the district courts of the Territory of Oregon 
receive for similar services. 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
be appointed an attorney for said Territory, who shall 
continue in office for four years and until his successor 
shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed 
by the President, and who shall receive the same fees 
and salary as is provided by law for the attorney of the 
United States for the Territory of Oregon. There shall 
also be a marshal for the Territory appointed, who shall 
hold his office for four years and until his successor shall 
be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the 
President, and who shall execute all processes issuing 
from the said courts when exercising their jurisdiction as 
circuit and district courts of the United States; he shall 
perform the duties, be subject to the same regulation 
and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees, as are 
provided by law for the marshal of the Territory of 
Oregon, and shall, in addition, be paid the sum of two 
hundred dollars annually as a compensation for extra 
services. 


Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the governor, 
secretary, chief justice, and associate justices, attorney, 
and marshal, shall be nominated, and, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, appointed by the 
President of the United States. The governor and secre- 
tary to be appointed as aforesaid shall, before they act 
as such, respectively take an oath or affirmation before 
the district judge, or some justice of the peace in the 
limits of said Territory duly authorized to administer 
oaths and affirmations by the laws in force therein, or 
before the chief justice or some associate justice of the 
supreme court of the United States, to support the con- 
stitution of the United States, and faithfully to discharge 
the duties of their respective offices, which said oaths, 
when so taken, shall be certified by the person before 
whom the same shall have been taken; and such certifi- 
cates shall be received and recorded by the said Secre- 
tary among the executive proceedings; and the Chief 
Justice and Associate Justices, and all other civil officers 
in said Territory, before they act as such, shall take a 
like oath or affirmation before the said Governor or Sec- 
retary, or some judge or justice of the peace of the Ter- 
ritory who may be duly commissioned and qualified, 
which said oath or affirmation shall be certified and 
transmitted, by the person taking the same, to the Sec- 
retary, to be by him recorded as aforesaid; and after- 
wards, the like oath or affirmation shall be taken, 
certified and recorded in such manner and form as may 
be prescribed by law. The Governor shall receive an an- 
nual salary of fifteen hundred dollars as Governor, and 
fifteen hundred dollars as Superintendent of Indian af- 
fairs. The Chief Justice, and Associate Justices, shall 
each receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars. 
The Secretary shall receive an annual salary of fifteen 
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hundred dollars. The said salaries shall be paid quar- 
terly, from the dates of the respective appointments, at 
the Treasury of the United States; but no such payment 
shall be made until said officers shall have entered upon 
the duties of their respective appointments. The mem- 
bers of the legislative assembly shall be entitled to re- 
ceive three dollars each per day during their attendance 
at the session thereof, and three dollars each for every 
twenty miles' travel in going to and returning from said 
sessions, estimated according to the nearest usually trav- 
eled route. And a chief clerk, one assistant clerk, a ser- 
Beant-at-arms, and door-keeper, may be chosen for 
each house; and the chief clerk shall receive five dollars 
per day, and the said other officers three dollars per day, 
during the session of the legislative assembly; but no 
other officers shall be paid by the United States: Pro- 
vided, That there shall be but one session of the legisla- 
tive assembly annually, unless, on an extraordinary 
occasion, the Governor shall deem it expedient and 
proper to call the legislature together. There shall be 
appropriated, annually, the sum of fifteen hundred dol- 
lars, to be expended by the Governor, to defray the con- 
tingent expenses of the Territory, including the salary of 
a clerk of the executive department; and there shall also 
be appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum to be ex- 
pended by the Secretary of the Territory, and upon an 
estimate to be made by the Secretary of the Treasury of 
the United States, to defray the expenses of the legisla- 
tive assembly, the printing of the laws, and other inci- 
dental expenses; and the Governor and Secretary of the 
Territory shall, in the disbursement of all moneys in- 
trusted to them, be governed solely by the instructions of 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and 
shall, semi-annually, account to the said Secretary for 
the manner in which the aforesaid sums of money shall 
have been expended; and no expenditure, to be paid out 
of money appropriated by Congress, shall be made by 
said legislative assembly for objects not specially auth- 
orized by the acts of Congress making the appropria- 
tions, nor beyond the sums thus appropriated for such 
objects. 


Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the laws now 
in force in said Territory of Washington, by virtue of the 
legislation of Congress in reference to the Territory of 
Oregon, which have been enacted and passed subsequent 
to the first day of September, eighteen hundred and 
forty-eight, applicable to the said Territory of 
Washington, together with the legislative enactments of 
the Territory of Oregon, enacted and passed prior to the 
passage of, and not inconsistent with, the provisions of 
this act, and applicable to the said Territory of 
Washington, be, and they are hereby, continued in force 
in said Territory of Washington until they shall be re- 
pealed or amended by future legislation. 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the legisla- 
tive assembly of the Territory of Washington shall hold 
its first session at such time and place in said Territory 
as the Governor thereof shall appoint and direct; and at 
said first session, or as soon thereafter as they shall deem 
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expedient, the legislative assembly shall proceed to lo- 
cate and establish the seat of government for said Terri- 
tory, at such place as they may deem eligible; which 
place, however, shall thereafter be subject to be changed 
by said legislative assembly. And the sum of five thou- 
sand dollars, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, is hereby appropriated and 
granted to said Territory of Washington, to be there ap- 
plied by the Governor to the erection of suitable build- 
ings at the seat of government. 


Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That a delegate to 
the House of Representatives of the United States, to 
serve for the term of two years, who shall be a citizen of 
the United States, may be elected by the voters qualified 
to elect members of the legislative assembly, who shall 
be entitled to the same rights and privileges as have been 
heretofore exercised and enjoyed by the delegates from 
the several other Territories of the United States to the 
House of Representatives, but the delegate first elected 
shall hold his seat only during the term of the Congress 
to which he shall be elected. The first election shall be 
held at such time, and places, and be conducted in such 
manner, as the Governor shall appoint and direct; of 
which, and the time, place, and manner of holding such 
elections, he shall give at least sixty days' notice by 
proclamation; and at all subsequent elections the time, 
places, and manner of holding the elections shall be pre- 
scribed by law. The person having the greatest number 
of votes shall be declared by the Governor to be duly 
elected, and a certificate thereof shall be given accord- 
ingly. The delegate from said Territory shall be entitled 
to receive the same per diem compensation and mileage 
at present allowed the delegate from the Territory of 
Oregon. 


Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That all suits, 
plaints, process, and proceedings, civil and criminal, at 
law and in chancery, and all indictments and informa- 
tions, which shall be pending and undetermined in the 
courts established within and for said Territory of 
Oregon, by act of Congress, entitled "An act to establish 
the territorial government of Oregon," approved August 
fourteen, one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight, 
wherein the venue in said cases, suits at law, or in chan- 
cery, or criminal proceedings, shall be included within 
the limits hereinbefore declared and established for the 
said Territory of Washington; then, and in that case, 
said actions so pending in the Supreme or Circuit Courts 
of the Territory of Oregon shall be, by the clerks of said 
courts, duly certified to the proper courts of said Terri- 
tory of Washington; and thereupon said causes shall, in 
all things concerning the same, be proceeded on, and 
judgments, verdicts, decrees, and sentences rendered 
thereon, in the same manner as if the said Territory had 
not been divided. All bonds, recognizances, and obliga- 
tions of every kind whatsoever, valid, under the existing 
laws, within the limits of said Territory of Oregon, shall 
be held valid under this act, and all crimes and misde- 
meanors against the laws now in force within the said 
limits of the Territory of Washington may be prose- 
cuted, tried, and punished in the courts established by 
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this act, and all penalties, forfeitures, actions, and causes 
of action, may be recovered and enforced, under this act, 
before the Supreme and Circuit Courts established by 
this act as aforesaid: Provided, That no right of action 
whatever shall accrue against any person for any act 
done in pursuance of any law heretofore passed by the 
legislative assembly of the Territory of Oregon, and 
which may be declared contrary to the Constitution or 
laws of the United States. 


Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That all justices of 
the peace, constables, sheriffs, and other judicial and 
ministerial officers, who shall be in office within the lim- 
its of said Territory of Washington when this act shall 
take effect, shall be and they are hereby authorized and 
required to continue to exercise and perform the duties 
of their respective offices, as officers of said Territory, 
until they or others shall be duly elected or appointed, 
and qualified, to fill their places in the manner herein 
directed, or until their offices shall be abolished. 


Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
five thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to be expended, by and under the direction 
of the Governor of Washington, in the purchase of a li- 
brary, to be kept at the seat of government for the use of 
the Governor, legislative assembly, Judges of the Su- 
preme Court, secretary, marshal, and Attorney of said 
Territory, and such other persons, and under such regu- 
lations, as shall be prescribed by law. 


Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That until other- 
wise provided for by law, the Governor of said Territory 
may define the judicial districts of said Territory, and 
assign the judges who may be appointed for said Terri- 
tory to the several districts, and also appoint the times 
and places for holding courts in the several counties or 
subdivisions in each of said judicial districts by procla- 
mation, to be issued by him; but the legislative assembly, 
at their first or any subsequent session, may organize, 
alter, or modify such judicial districts, and assign the 
judges, and alter the times and places of holding the 
courts, as to them shall seem expedient and proper. 


Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That all officers to 
be appointed by the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, for the Territory of 
Washington, who, by virtue of the provisions of any law 
of Congress now existing, or which may be enacted dur- 
ing the present session of Congress, are required to give 
security for moneys that may be intrusted with them for 
disbursement, shall give such security at such time and 
place, and in such manner, as the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury may prescribe. 


Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That when the 
lands in said Territory shall be surveyed under the di- 
rection of the Government of the United States prepara- 
tory to bringing the same into market or otherwise 
disposing thereof, sections numbered sixteen and thirty- 
six in each township in said Territory shall be, and the 
same are hereby, reserved for the purpose of being ap- 
plied to common schools in said Territory. And in all 
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cases where said sections sixteen and thirty-six, or either 
or any of them, shall be occupied by actual settlers prior 
to survey thereof, the County Commissioners of the 
counties in which said sections so occupied as aforesaid 
are situated, be, and they are hereby, authorized to lo- 
cate other lands to an equal amount in sections, or frac- 
tional sections, as the case may be, within their 
respective counties, in lieu of said sections so occupied as 
aforesaid. 


ЗЕС. 21. And be it further enacted, That the Territory 
of Oregon and the Territory of Washington shall have 
concurrent jurisdiction over all offenses committed on 
the Columbia River, where said river forms a common 
boundary between said Territories. 


Approved, March 2, 1853. [10 U.S. Statutes at Large, c 90 p 172.] 
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ENABLING ACT 


AN ACT to provide for the division of Dakota into two States and to 
enable the people of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, 
and Washington to form constitutions and State governments 
and to be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the 
original States, and to make donations of public lands to such 
States. 

(Approved February 22, 1889.) [25 U.S. Statutes at Large, c 
180 p 676.] 

[President's proclamation declaring Washington a state: 26 St. 
at Large, Proclamations, p 10, Nov. 11, 1889.] 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the inhabitants of all that part of the area 
of the United States now constituting the Territories of 
Dakota, Montana, and Washington, as at present de- 
scribed, may become the States of North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Montana, and Washington, respectively, as 
hereinafter provided. 


Sec. 2. The area comprising the Territory of Dakota 
shall, for the purposes of this act, be divided on the line 
of the seventh standard parallel produced due west to 
the western boundary of said Territory; and the dele- 
gates elected as hereinafter provided to the constitu- 
tional convention in districts north of said parallel shall 
assemble in convention, at the time prescribed in this 
act, at the city of Bismarck; and the delegates elected in 
districts south of said parallel shall, at the same time, 
assemble in convention at the city of Sioux Falls. 


Sec. 3. That all persons who are qualified by the laws 
of said Territories to vote for representatives to the leg- 
islative assemblies thereof, are hereby authorized to vote 
for and.choose delegates to form conventions in said 
proposed States; and the qualifications for delegates to 
such conventions shall be such as by the laws of said 
Territories respectively persons are required to possess to 
be eligible to the legislative assemblies thereof; and the 
aforesaid delegates to form said conventions shall be ap- 
portioned within the limits of the proposed States, in 
such districts as may be established as herein provided, 
in proportion to the population in each of said counties 
and districts, as near as may be, to be ascertained at the 
time of making said apportionments by the persons 
hereinafter authorized to make the same, from the best 
information obtainable, in each of which districts three 
delegates shall be elected, but no elector shall vote for 
more than two persons for delegates to such conventions; 
that said apportionments shall be made by the governor, 
the chief-justice, and the secretary of said Territories; 
and the governors of said Territories shall, by proclama- 
tion, order an election of the delegates aforesaid in each 
of said proposed States, to be held on the Tuesday after 
the second Monday in May, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, which proclamation shall be issued on the 
fifteenth day of April, eighteen hundred and eighty-nine; 
and such election shall be conducted, the returns made, 
the result ascertained, and the certificates to persons 
elected to such convention issued in the same manner as 
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is prescribed by the laws of the said Territories regulat- 
ing elections therein for Delegates to Congress; and the 
number of votes cast for delegates in each precinct shall 
also be returned. The number of delegates to said con- 
ventions respectively shall be seventy-five; and all per- 
sons resident in said proposed States, who are qualified 
voters of said Territories as herein provided, shall be en- 
titled to vote upon the election of delegates, and under 
such rules and regulations as said conventions may pre- 
scribe, not in conflict with this act, upon the ratification 
or rejection of the constitutions. 


ЗЕС. 4. That the delegates to the conventions elected 
as provided for in this act shall meet at the seat of gov- 
ernment of each of said Territories, except the delegates 
elected in South Dakota, who shall meet at the city of 
Sioux Falls, on the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and eighty-nine, and, after organization, shall declare, 
on behalf of the people of said proposed States, that they 
adopt the Constitution of the United States; whereupon 
the said conventions shall be, and are hereby, authorized 
to form constitutions and States governments for said 
proposed states, respectively. The constitutions shall be 
republican in form, and make no distinction in civil or 
political rights on account of race or color, except as to 
Indians not taxed, and not be repugnant to the Consti- 
tution of the United States and the principles of the 
Declaration of Independence. And said conventions shall 
provide, by ordinances irrevocable without the consent of 
the United States and the people of said States: 

First. That perfect toleration of religious sentiment 
shall be secured and that no inhabitant of said States 
shall ever be molested in person or property on account 
of his or her mode of religious worship. 

Second. That the people inhabiting said proposed 
States do agree and declare that they forever disclaim 
all right and title to the unappropriated public lands 1у- 
ing within the boundaries thereof, and to all lands lying 
within said limits owned or held by any Indian or Indian 
tribes; and that until the title thereto shall have been 
extinguished by the United States, the same shall be and 
remain subject to the disposition of the United States, 
and said Indian lands shall remain under the absolute 
jurisdiction and control of the Congress of the United 
States; that the lands belonging to citizens of the United 
States residing without the said States shall never be 
taxed at a higher rate than the lands belonging to resi- 
dents thereof; that no taxes shall be imposed by the 
States on lands or property therein belonging to or 
which may hereafter be purchased by the United States 
or reserved for its use. But nothing herein, or in the 
ordinances herein provided for, shall preclude the said 
States from taxing as other lands are taxed any lands 
owned or held by any Indian who has severed his tribal 
relations, and has obtained from the United States or 
from any person a title thereto by patent or other grant, 
save and except such lands as have been or may be 
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granted to any Indian or Indians under any act of Con- 
gress containing a provision exempting the lands thus 
granted from taxation; but said ordinances shall provide 
that all such lands shall be exempt from taxation by said 
States so long and to such extent as such act of Congress 
may prescribe. 

Third. That the debts and liabilities of said Territories 
shall be assumed and paid by said States, respectively. 

Fourth. That provision shall be made for the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of systems of public schools, 
which shall be open to all the children of said States, 
and free from sectarian control. 


Sec. 5. That the convention which shall assemble at 
Bismarck shall form a constitution and State govern- 
ment for a State to be known as North Dakota, and the 
convention which shall assemble at Sioux Falls shall 
form a constitution and State government for a State to 
be known as South Dakota: Provided, That at the elec- 
tion for delegates to the constitutional convention in 
South Dakota, as hereinbefore provided, each elector 
may have written or printed on his ballot the words "For 
the Sioux Falls constitution," or the words "Against the 
Sioux Falls constitution," and the votes on this question 
shall be returned and canvassed in the same manner as 
for the election provided for in section three of this act; 
and if a majority of all votes cast on this question shall 
be "for the Sioux Falls constitution" it shall be the duty 
of the convention which may assemble at Sioux Falls, as 
herein provided, to resubmit to the people of South 
Dakota, for ratification or rejection at the election here- 
inafter provided for in this act, the constitution framed 
at Sioux Falls and adopted November third, eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five, and also the articles and pro- 
positions separately submitted at the election, including 
the question of locating the temporary seat of govern- 
ment, with such changes only as relate to the name and 
boundary of the proposed State, to the re-apportionment 
of the judicial and legislative districts, and such amend- 
ments as may be necessary in order to comply with the 
provisions of this act; and if a majority of the votes cast 
on the ratification or rejection of the constitution shall 
be for the constitution irrespective of the articles sepa- 
rately submitted, the State of South Dakota shall be ad- 
mitted as a State in the Union under said constitution as 
hereinafter provided; but the archives, records, and 
books of the Territory of Dakota shall remain at Bis- 
marck, the capital of North Dakota, until an agreement 
in reference thereto is reached by said States. But if at 
the election for delegates to the constitutional convention 
in South Dakota a majority of all the votes cast at that 
election shall be "against the Sioux Falls constitution", 
then and in that event it shall be the duty of the con- 
vention which will assemble at the city of Sioux Falls on 
the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred and eighty- 
nine, to proceed to form a constitution and State gov- 
ernment as provided in this act the same as if that ques- 
tion had not been submitted to a vote of the people of 
South Dakota. 


Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the constitutional con- 
ventions of North Dakota and South Dakota to appoint 
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a joint commission, to be composed of not less than three 
members of each convention, whose duty it shall be to 
assemble at Bismarck, the present seat of government of 
said Territory, and agree upon an equitable division of 
all property belonging to the Territory of Dakota, the 
disposition of all public records, and also adjust and 
agree upon the amount of the debts and liabilities of the 
Territory, which shall be assumed and paid by each of 
the proposed States of North Dakota and South Dakota; 
and the agreement reached respecting the Territorial 
debts and liabilities shall be incorporated in the respec- 
tive constitutions, and each of said States shall obligate 
itself to pay its proportion of such debts and liabilities 
the same as if they had been created by such States 
respectively. 


Sec. 7. If the constitutions formed for both North 
Dakota and South Dakota shall be rejected by the peo- 
ple at the elections for the ratification or rejection of 
their respective constitutions as provided for in this act, 
the Territorial government of Dakota shall continue in 
existence the same as if this act had not been passed. 
But if the constitution formed for either North Dakota 
or South Dakota shall be rejected by the people, that 
part of the Territory so rejecting its proposed constitu- 
tion shall continue under the Territorial government of 
the present Territory of Dakota, but shall, after the 
State adopting its constitution is admitted into the Un- 
ion, be called by the name of the Territory of North 
Dakota or South Dakota, as the case may be: Provided, 
That if either of the proposed States provided for in this 
act shall reject the constitution which may be submitted 
for ratification or rejection at the election provided 
therefor, the governor of the Territory in which such 
proposed constitution was rejected shall issue his procla- 
mation reconvening the delegates elected to the conven- 
tion which formed such rejected constitution, fixing the 
time and place at which said delegates shall assemble; 
and when so assembled they shall proceed to form an- 
other constitution or to amend the rejected constitution, 
and shall submit such new constitution or amended con- 
stitution to the people of the proposed State for ratifica- 
tion or rejection, at such time as said convention may 
determine; and all the provisions of this act, so far as 
applicable, shall apply to such convention so reassembled 
and to the constitution which may be formed, its ratifi- 
cation or rejection, and to the admission of the proposed 
State. 


Sec. 8. That the constitutional convention which may 
assemble in South Dakota shall provide by ordinance for 
resubmitting the Sioux Falls constitution of eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five, after having amended the same 
as provided in section five of this act, to the people of 
South Dakota for ratification or rejection at an election 
to be held therein on the first Tuesday in October, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-nine; but if said constitu- 
tional convention is authorized and required to form a 
new constitution for South Dakota it shall provide for 
submitting the same in like manner to the people of 
South Dakota for ratification or rejection at an election 
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to be held in said proposed State on the said first Tues- 
day in October. And the constitutional conventions 
which may assemble in North Dakota, Montana, and 
Washington shall provide in like manner for submitting 
the constitutions formed by them to the people of said 
proposed States, respectively, for ratification or rejection 
at elections to be held in said proposed States on the said 
first Tuesday in October. At the elections provided for in 
this section the qualified voters of said proposed States 
shall vote directly for or against the proposed constitu- 
tions, and for or against any articles or propositions sep- 
arately submitted. The returns of said elections shall be 
made to the secretary of each of said Territories, who 
with the governor and chief-justice thereof, or any two 
of them, shall canvass the same; and if a majority of the 
legal votes cast shall be for the constitution the governor 
shall certify the result to the President of the United 
States, together with a statement of the votes cast 
thereon and upon separate articles or propositions, and a 
copy of said constitution, articles, propositions, and ordi- 
nances. And if the constitutions and governments of said 
proposed States are republican in form, and if all the 
provisions of this act have been complied with in the 
formation thereof, it shall be the duty of the President of 
the United States to issue his proclamation announcing 
the result of the election in each, and thereupon the pro- 
posed States which have adopted constitutions and 
formed State governments as herein provided shall be 
deemed admitted by Congress into the Union under and 
by virtue of this act on an equal footing with the original 
States from and after the date of said proclamation. 


Sec. 9. That until the next general census, ог until 
otherwise provided by law, said States shall be entitled 
to one Representative in the House of Representatives of 
the United States, except South Dakota, which shall be 
entitled to two; and the Representatives to the fifty—first 
Congress, together with the governors and other officers 
provided for in said constitutions, may be elected on the 
same day of the election for the ratification or rejection 
of the constitutions; and until said State officers are 
elected and qualified under the provisions of each con- 
stitution and the States, respectively, are admitted into 
the Union, the Territorial officers shall continue to dis- 
charge the duties of their respective offices in each of 
said Territories. 


Sec. 10. That upon the admission of each of said 
States into the Union sections numbered sixteen and 
thirty-six in every township of said proposed States, and 
where such sections, or any parts thereof, have been sold 
or otherwise disposed of by or under the authority of any 
act of Congress, other lands equivalent thereto, in legal 
subdivisions of not less than one-quarter section, and as 
contiguous as may be to the section in lieu of which the 
same is taken, are hereby granted to said States for the 
support of common schools, such indemnity lands to be 
selected within said States in such manner as the legis- 
lature may provide, with the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior: Provided, That the sixteenth and thirty- 
sixth sections embraced in permanent reservations for 
national purposes shall not, at any time, be subject to 
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the grants nor to the indemnity provisions of this act, 
nor shall any lands embraced in Indian, military, or 
other reservations of any character be subject to the 
grants or to the indemnity provisions of this act until the 
reservation shall have been extinguished and such lands 
be restored to, and become a part of, the public domain. 


Sec. 11. That all lands herein granted for educational 
purposes shall be disposed of only at public sale, and at 
a price not less than ten dollars per acre, the proceeds to 
constitute a permanent school fund, the interest of which 
only shall be expended in the support of said schools. 
But said lands may, under such regulations as the legis- 
latures shall prescribe, be leased for periods of not more 
than five years, in quantities not exceeding one section to 
any one person or company; and such land shall not be 
subject to pre-emption, homestead entry, or any other 
entry under the land laws of the United States, whether 
surveyed or unsurveyed, but shall be reserved for school 
purposes only. 


Reviser's note: Section 11 has at various times been amended by 
Congress as follows: 


(1) August 11, 1921: 


AN ACT To amend an Act approved February 22, 1889, entitled 
"An Act to provide for the division of Dakota into two States and to 
enable the people of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and 
Washington to form constitutions and State governments, and to be 
admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States, 
and to make donations of public lands to such States." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 11 of 
the Act entitled "An Act to provide for the division of Dakota into two 
States and to enable the people of North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Montana, and Washington to form constitutions and State govern- 
ments, and to be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the 
original States, and to make donations of public lands to such States," 
approved February 22, 1889, be, and the same hereby is, amended by 
adding the following: Provided, however, That the State may, upon 
such terms as it may prescribe, grant such easements or rights in such 
lands as may be acquired in, to, or over the lands of private properties 
through proceedings in eminent domain: And provided further, That 
any of such granted lands found, after title thereto has vested in the 
State, to be mineral in character, may be leased for a period not longer 
than twenty years upon such terms and conditions as the legislature 
may prescribe. [42 U.S. Statutes at Large, c 61 p 158. Approved, Au- 
gust 11, 1921.] 


(2) May 7, 1932: 

AN ACT To amend section 11 of the Act approved February 22, 
1889 (25 Stat. 676), relating to the admission into the Union of the 
States of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Washington. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 11 of 
the Act approved February 22, 1889 (25 Stat. 676), be, and the same 
is hereby, amended to read as follows: 

"That all lands granted by this Act shall be disposed of only at pub- 
lic sale after advertising. tillable lands capable of producing agri- 
cultural crops for not less than $10 per acre and lands principally 
valuable for grazing purposes for not less than $5 per acre. Any of the 
said lands may be exchanged for other lands, public or private, of 
equal value and as near as may be of equal area, but if any of the said 
lands are exchanged with the United States such exchange shall be 
limited to surveyed, nonmineral, unreserved public lands of the United 
States within the State. 

"The said lands may be leased under such regulations as the legisla- 
ture may prescribe; but leases for grazing and agricultural purposes 
shall not be for a term longer than five years; mineral leases, including 
leases for exploration for oil and gas and the extraction thereof, for a 
term not longer than twenty years; and leases for development of hy- 
droelectric power for a term not longer than fifty years. 
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"The State may also, upon such terms as it may prescribe, grant 
such easements or rights in any of the lands granted by this Act, as 
may be acquired in privately owned lands through proceedings in emi- 
nent domain: Provided, however, That none of such lands, nor any es- 
tate or interest therein, shall ever be disposed of except in pursuance of 
general laws providing for such disposition, nor unless the full market 
value of the estate or interest disposed of, to be ascertained in such 
manner as may be provided by law, has been paid or safely secured to 
the State. 

"With the exception of the lands granted for public buildings, the 
proceeds from the sale and other permanent disposition of any of the 
said lands and from every part thereof, shall constitute permanent 
funds for the support and maintenance of the public schools and the 
various State institutions for which the lands have been granted. Rent- 
als on leased lands, interest on deferred payments on lands sold, inter- 
est on funds arising from these lands, and all other actual income, shall 
be available for the maintenance and support of such schools and in- 
stitutions. Any State may, however, in its discretion, add a portion of 
the annual income to the permanent funds. 

"The lands hereby granted shall not be subject to preemption, 
homestead entry, or any other entry under the land laws of the United 
States whether surveyed or unsurveyed, but shall be reserved for the 
purposes for which they have been granted." 

ЗЕС. 2. Anything in the said Act approved February 22, 1889, in- 
consistent with the provisions of this Act is hereby repealed. [47 U.S. 
Statutes at Large c 172 p 150. Approved, May 7, 1932.] 


(3) June 25, 1938: 


AN ACT To increase the period for which leases may be made for 
grazing and agricultural purposes of public lands donated to the States 
of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Washington by the 
Act of February 22, 1889, as amended. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the 
second paragraph of section 11 of the Act relating to the admission 
into the Union of the States of North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Montana, and Washington, approved February 22, 1889, as amended, 
as reads "but leases for grazing and agricultural purposes shall not be 
for a term longer than five years", is amended to read as follows: "but 
leases for grazing and agricultural purposes shall not be for a term 
longer than ten years". (52 U. S. Statutes at Large c 700 p 1198. Ap- 
proved, June 25, 1938.] 


(4) April 13, 1948: 

AN ACT To authorize the States of Montana, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, and Washington to lease their State lands for production of 
minerals, including leases for exploration for oil, gas, and other hydro- 
carbons and the extraction thereof, for such terms of years and on such 
conditions as may be from time to time provided by the legislatures of 
the respective States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled: That the second 
paragraph of section 11 of the Act relating to the admission into the 
Union of the States of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and 
Washington, approved February 22, 1889, as amended, is amended to 
read as follows: "Except as otherwise provided herein, the said lands 
may be leased under such regulations as the legislature may prescribe. 
Leases for the production of minerals, including leases for exploration 
for oil, gas, and other hydrocarbons and the extraction thereof, shall be 
for such term of years and on such conditions as may be from time to 
time provided by the legislatures of the respective States; leases for 
grazing and agricultural purposes shall be for a term not longer than 
ten years; and leases for development of hydroelectric power shall be 
for a term not longer than fifty years." [62 U.S. Statutes at Large c 
183 p 170. Approved April 13, 1948.] 


(5) June 28, 1952: 


AN ACT To authorize each of the States of North Dakota, South 
Dakota, and Washington to pool moneys derived from lands granted to 
it for public schools and various State institutions. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the fourth 
paragraph of section 11 of the Act relating to the admission into the 
Union of the States of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and 
Washington, approved February 22, 1889, as amended (47 Stat. 151), 
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is amended by adding at the end thereof the following: "Notwith- 
standing the foregoing provisions of this section, each of the States of 
North Dakota, South Dakota, and Washington may pool the moneys 
received by it from oil and gas and other mineral leasing of said lands. 
The moneys so pooled shall be apportioned among the public schools 
and the various State institutions in such manner that the public 
schools and each of such institutions shall receive an amount which 
bears the same ratio to the total amount apportioned as the number of 
acres (including any that may have been disposed of) granted for such 
public schools or for such institutions bears to the total number of 
acres (including any that may have been disposed of) granted by this 
Act. Not less than 50 per centum of each such amount shall be covered 
into the appropriate permanent fund." [66 U.S. Statutes at Large c 
480 p 283. Approved June 28, 1952.] 


(6) May 31, 1962: 

AN ACT To amend the Act admitting the State of Washington into 
the Union in order to authorize the use of funds from the disposition of 
certain lands for the construction of State charitable, educational, pe- 
nal, or reformatory institutions. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act enti- 
tled "An Act to provide for the division of Dakota into two States and 
to enable the people of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and 
Washington to form constitutions and State governments and to be 
admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States 
and to make donations of public lands to such States", approved Feb- 
ruary 22, 1889 (25 Stat. 676, as amended), is amended by inserting 
before the period at the end of the first sentence in the fourth para- 
graph of section 1! a comma and the following: "except that proceeds 
from the sale and other permanent disposition of the two hundred 
thousand acres granted to the State of Washington for State charita- 
ble, educational, penal, and reformatory institutions may be used by 
such State for the construction of any such institution". [Public Law 
87—473. 76 U.S. Statutes at Large p 91. Approved May 31, 1962.) 


(7) June 30, 1967: 


AN ACT To authorize the States of North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Montana, and Washington to use the income from certain lands for 
the construction of facilities for State charitable, educational, penal, 
and reformatory institutions. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the second 
sentence of the fourth paragraph of section 11 of the Act entitled "An 
Act to provide for the division of Dakota into two States and to enable 
the people of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Washington 
to form constitutions and State governments and to be admitted into 
the Union on an equal footing with the original States, and to make 
donations of public lands to such States", approved February 22, 1889 
(25 Stat. 676), as amended, is amended to read as follows: "Rentals on 
leased land, proceeds from the sale of timber and other crops, interest 
on deferred payments on land sold, interest on funds arising from these 
lands, and all other actual income, shall be available for the acquisition 
and construction of facilities, including the retirement of bonds auth- 
orized by law for such purposes, and for the maintenance and support 
of such schools and institutions." [Public Law 90-41. 81 U.S. Statutes 
at Large p 106. Approved June 30, 1967.] 


(8) October 16, 1970: 


AN ACT To amend section 11 of the Act approved February 22, 
1889 (25 Stat. 676) as amended by the Act of May 7, 1932 (47 Stat. 
150), and as amended by the Act of April 13, 1948 (62 Stat. 170) re- 
lating to the admission to the Union of the States of North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Montana, and Washington, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the second 
sentence of the first paragraph of section 11 of the Act approved Feb- 
ruary 22, 1889 (25 Stat. 676), as amended by the Act of May 7, 1932 
(47 Stat. 150), is hereby amended to read as follows: 


"Any of the said lands may be exchanged for other lands, public or 
private, of equal value and as near as may be of equal area, but if any 
of the said lands are exchanged with the United States such exchange 
shall be limited to Federal lands that are surveyed, nonmineral, unre- 
served public lands within the State, or are reserved public lands 
within the State that are subject to exchange under the laws governing 
the administration of such Federal reserved public lands." 
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and that a new paragraph be added immediately following the above, 
as follows: 

"All exchanges heretofore made under section 11 of the Act ap- 
proved February 22, 1889 (25 Stat. 676), as amended by the Act ap- 
proved May 7, 1932 (47 Stat. 150), for reserved public lands of the 
United States that were subject to exchange under law pursuant to 
which they were being administered and the requirements thereof have 
been met, are hereby approved to the same extent as though the lands 
exchanged were unreserved public lands." 


and that the present paragraph 2 of section 11 be amended to read as 
follows: 


"The said lands may be leased under such regulations as the legisla- 
ture may prescribe." (Public Law 91—463. 84 U.S. Statutes at Large p 
987. Approved October 16, 1970.] 


Sec. 12. That upon the admission of each of said 
States into the Union, in accordance with the provisions 
of this act, fifty sections of the unappropriated public 
lands within said States, to be selected and located in 
legal subdivisions as provided in section ten of this act, 
shall be, and are hereby, granted to said States for the 
purpose of erecting public buildings at the capital of said 
States for legislative, executive, and judicial purposes. 


Reviser's note: Section 12 has been amended by Congress as follows: 

AN ACT To amend section 12 of the Act approved February 22, 
1889 (25 Stat. 676) relating to the admission into the Union of the 
States of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Washington, by 
providing for the use of public lands granted to the States therein for 
the purpose of construction, reconstruction, repair, renovation, furnish- 
ings, equipment, or other permanent improvement of public buildings 
at the capital of said States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 12 of 
the Act relating to the admission into the Union of the States of North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Washington, approved February 
22, 1889, is amended to read as follows: 

"That upon the admission of each of said States into the Union, in 
accordance with the provisions of this act, fifty sections of unappropri- 
ated public lands within such States, to be selected and located in legal 
subdivisions as provided in section 10 of this Act, shall be, and are 
hereby, granted to said States for public buildings at the capital of said 
States for legislative, executive, and judicial purposes, including con- 
struction, reconstruction, repair, renovation, furnishings, equipment, 
and any other permanent improvement of such buildings and the ac- 
quisition of necessary land for such buildings, and the payment of 
principal and interest on bonds issued for any of the above purposes." 

Sec. 2. This Act shall take effect as of February 22, 1889. [Public 
Law 85-6. 71 U.S. Statutes at large p 5. Approved February 26, 
1957.] 


Sec. 13. That five per centum of the proceeds of the 
sales of public lands lying within said States which shall 
be sold by the United States subsequent to the admission 
of said States into the Union, after deducting all the ex- 
penses incident to the same, shall be paid to the said 
States, to be used as a permanent fund, the interest of 
which only shall be expended for the support of common 
schools within said States, respectively. 


Sec. 14. That the lands granted to the Territories of 
Dakota and Montana by the act of February eighteenth, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-one, entitled "An act to 
grant lands to Dakota, Montana, Arizona, Idaho, and 
Wyoming for university purposes," are hereby vested in 
the States of South Dakota, North Dakota, and 
Montana, respectively, if such States are admitted into 
the Union, as provided in this act, to the extent of the 
full quantity of seventy-two sections to each of said 
States, and any portion of said lands that may not have 
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been selected by either of said Territories of Dakota or 
Montana may be selected by the respective States afore- 
said; but said act of February eighteenth, eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-one, shall be so amended as to provide 
that none of said lands shall be sold for less than ten 
dollars per acre, and the proceeds shall constitute a per- 
manent fund to be safely invested and held by said 
States severally, and the income thereof be used exclu- 
sively for university purposes. And such quantity of the 
lands authorized by the fourth section of the act of July 
seventeenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, to be re- 
served for university purposes in the Territory of 
Washington, as, together with the lands confirmed to the 
vendees of the Territory by the act of March fourteenth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, will make the full 
quantity of seventy-two entire sections, are hereby 
granted in like manner to the State of Washington for 
the purposes of a university in said State. None of the 
lands granted in this section shall be sold at less than ten 
dollars per acre; but said lands may be leased in the 
same manner as provided in section eleven of this act. 
The schools, colleges, and universities provided for in 
this act shall forever remain under the exclusive control 
of the said States, respectively, and no part of the pro- 
ceeds arising from the sale or disposal of any lands 
herein granted for educational purposes shall be used for 
the support of any sectarian or denominational school, 
college, or university. The section of land granted by the 
act of June sixteenth, eighteen hundred and eighty, to 
the Territory of Dakota, for an asylum for the insane 
shall, upon the admission of said State of South Dakota 
into the Union, become the property of said State. 


SEC. 15. That so much of the lands belonging to the 
United States as have been acquired and set apart for 
the purpose mentioned in "An act appropriating money 
for the erection of a penitentiary in the Territory of 
Dakota," approved March second, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-one, together with the buildings thereon, be, and 
the same is hereby, granted, together with any unex- 
pended balances of the moneys appropriated therefor by 
said act, to said State of South Dakota, for the purposes 
therein designated; and the States of North Dakota and 
Washington shall, respectively, have like grants for the 
same purpose, and subject to like terms and conditions 
as provided in said act of March second, eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-one, for the Territory of Dakota. The 
penitentiary at Deer Lodge City, Montana, and all lands 
connected therewith and set apart and reserved therefor, 
are hereby granted to the State of Montana. 


Sec. 16. That ninety thousand acres of land, to be se- 
lected and located as provided in section 10 of this act, 
are hereby granted to each of said States, except to the 
State of South Dakota, to which one hundred and 
twenty thousand acres are granted, for the use and sup- 
port of agricultural colleges in said States, as provided in 
the acts of Congress making donations of lands for such 
purpose. 


Sec. 17. That in lieu of the grant of land for purposes 
of internal improvement made to new States by the 
eighth section of the act of September fourth, eighteen 
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hundred and Рогіу-опе, which act is hereby repealed as 
to the States provided for by this act, and in lieu of any 
claim or demand by the said States, or either of them, 
under the act of September twenty-eighth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty, and section twenty-four hundred and 
seventy-nine of the Revised Statutes, making a grant of 
swamp and overflowed lands to certain States, which 
grant it is hereby declared is not extended to the States 
provided for in this act, and in lieu of any grant of saline 
lands to said States, the following grants of land are 
hereby made, to wit: 

To the State of South Dakota: For the school of 
mines, forty thousand acres; for the reform school, forty 
thousand acres; for the deaf and dumb asylum, forty 
thousand acres; for the agricultural college, forty thou- 
sand acres; for the university, forty thousand acres; for 
State normal schools, eighty thousand acres; for public 
buildings at the capital of said State, fifty thousand 
acres, and for such other educational and charitable 
purposes as the legislature of said State may determine, 
one hundred and seventy thousand acres; in all five hun- 
dred thousand acres. 

To the State of North Dakota a like quantity of land 
as in this section granted to the State of South Dakota, 
and to be for like purposes, and in like proportion as far 
as practicable. 

To the State of Montana: For the establishment and 
maintenance of a school of mines, one hundred thousand 
acres; for State normal schools, one hundred thousand 
acres; for agricultural colleges, in addition to the grant 
hereinbefore made for that purpose, fifty thousand acres; 
for the establishment of a State reform school, fifty 
thousand acres; for the establishment of a deaf and 
dumb asylum, fifty thousand acres; for public buildings 
at the capital of the State, in addition to the grant here- 
inbefore made for that purpose, one hundred and fifty 
thousand acres. 

To the State of Washington: For the establishment 
and maintenance of a scientific school, one hundred 
thousand acres; for State normal schools, one hundred 
thousand acres; for public buildings at the State capital, 
in addition to the grant hereinbefore made for that pur- 
pose, one hundred thousand acres; for State charitable, 
educational, penal, and reformatory institutions, two 
hundred thousand acres. 

That the States provided for in this act shall not be 
entitled to any further or other grants of land for any 
purpose than as expressly provided in this act. And the 
lands granted by this section shall be held, appropriated, 
and disposed of exclusively for the purposes herein men- 
tioned, in such manner as the legislatures of the respec- 
tive States may severally provide. 


SEC. 18. That all mineral lands shall be exempted 
from the grants made by this act. But if sections sixteen 
and thirty-six, or any subdivisions or portion of any 
smallest subdivision thereof in any township shall be 
found by the Department of the Interior to be mineral 
lands, said States are hereby authorized and empowered 
to select, in legal subdivisions, an equal quantity of other 
unappropriated lands in said States, in lieu thereof, for 
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the use and the benefit of the common schools of said 
States. 


Sec. 19. That all lands granted in quantity or as in- 
demnity by this act shall be selected, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Interior, from the surveyed, un- 
reserved, and unappropriated public lands of the United 
States within the limits of the respective States entitled 
thereto. And there shall be deducted from the number of 
acres of land donated by this act for specific objects to 
said States the number of acres in each heretofore do- 
nated by Congress to said Territories for similar objects. 


ЗЕС. 20. That the sum of twenty thousand dollars, or 
so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appro- 
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to each of said Territories for defraying 
the expenses of the said conventions, except to Dakota, 
for which the sum of forty thousand dollars is so appro- 
priated, twenty thousand dollars each for South Dakota 
and North Dakota, and for the payment of the members 
thereof, under the same rules and regulations and at the 
same rates as are now provided by law for the payment 
of the Territorial legislatures. Any money hereby appro- 
priated not necessary for such purpose shall be covered 
into the Treasury of the United States. 


Sec. 21. That each of said States, when admitted as 
aforesaid, shall constitute one judicial district, the names 
thereof to be the same as the names of the States, re- 
spectively; and the circuit and district courts therefor 
shall be held at the capital of such State for the time 
being, and each of said districts shall, for judicial pur- 
poses, until otherwise provided, be attached to the eighth 
judicial circuit, except Washington and Montana, which 
shall be attached to the ninth judicial circuit. There shall 
be appointed for each of said districts one district judge, 
one United States attorney, and one United States mar- 
shal. The judge of each of said districts shall receive a 
yearly salary of three thousand five hundred dollars, 
payable in four equal installments, on the first days of 
January, April, July, and October of each year, and 
shall reside in the district. There shall be appointed 
clerks of said courts in each district, who shall keep their 
offices at the capital of said State. The regular terms of 
said courts shall be held in each district, at the place 
aforesaid, on the first Monday in April and the first 
Monday in November of each year, and only one grand 
jury and one petit jury shall be summoned in both said 
circuit and district courts. The circuit and district courts 
for each of said districts, and the judges thereof, respec- 
tively, shall possess the same powers and jurisdiction, 
and perform the same duties required to be performed 
by the other circuit and district courts and judges of the 
United States, and shall be governed by the same laws 
and regulations. The Marshal, district attorney, and 
clerks of the circuit and district courts of each of said 
districts, and all other officers and persons performing 
duties in the administration of justice therein, shall sev- 
erally possess the powers and perform the duties lawfully 
possessed and required to be performed by similar offi- 
cers in other districts of the United States; and shall, for 
the services they may perform, receive the fees and 
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compensation allowed by law to other similar officers 
and persons performing similar duties in the State of 
Nebraska. 


Sec. 22. That all cases of appeal or writ of error 
heretofore prosecuted and now pending in the Supreme 
Court of the United States upon any record from the 
supreme court of either of the Territories mentioned in 
this act, or that may hereafter lawfully be prosecuted 
upon any record from either of said courts may be heard 
and determined by said Supreme Court of the United 
States. And the mandate of execution or of further pro- 
ceedings shall be directed by the Supreme Court of the 
United States to the circuit or district court hereby es- 
tablished within the State succeeding the Territory from 
which such record is or may be pending, or to the su- 
preme court of such State, as the nature of the case may 
require: Provided, That the mandate of execution or of 
further proceedings shall, in cases arising in the Terri- 
tory of Dakota, be directed by the Supreme Court of the 
United States to the circuit or district court of the dis- 
trict of South Dakota, or to the supreme court of the 
State of South Dakota, or to the circuit or district court 
of the district of North Dakota, or to the supreme court 
of the State of North Dakota, or to the supreme court of 
the Territory of North Dakota, as the nature of the case 
may require. And each of the circuit, district, and State 
courts, herein named, shall, respectively, be the succes- 
sor of the supreme court of the Territory, as to all such 
cases arising within the limits embraced within the ju- 
risdiction of such courts respectively with full power to 
proceed with the same, and award mesne or final process 
therein; and that from all judgments and decrees of the 
supreme court of either of the Territories mentioned in 
this act, in any case arising within the limits of any of 
the proposed States prior to admission, the parties to 
such judgment shall have the same right to prosecute 
appeals and writs of error to the Supreme Court of the 
United States as they shall have had by law prior to the 
admission of said State into the Union. 


SEc. 23. That in respect to all cases, proceedings, and 
matters now pending in the supreme or district courts of 
either of the Territories mentioned in this act at the time 
of the admission into the Union of either of the States 
mentioned in this act, and arising within the limits of 
any such State, whereof the circuit or district courts by 
this act established might have had jurisdiction under 
the laws of the United States had such courts existed at 
the time of the commencement of such cases, the said 
circuit and district courts, respectively, shall be the suc- 
cessors of said supreme and district courts of said Terri- 
tory; and in respect to all other cases, proceedings and 
matters pending in the supreme or district courts of any 
of the Territories mentioned in this act at the time of the 
admission of such Territory into the Union, arising 
within the limits of said proposed State, the courts es- 
tablished by such State shall, respectively, be the suc- 
cessors of said supreme and district Territorial courts; 
and all the files, records, indictments, and proceedings 
relating to any such cases, shall be transferred to such 
circuit, district, and State courts, respectively, and the 
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same shall be proceeded with therein in due course of 
law; but no writ, action, indictment, cause or proceeding 
now pending, or that prior to the admission of any of the 
States mentioned in this act, shall be pending in any 
Territorial court in any of the Territories mentioned in 
this act, shall abate by the admission of any such State 
into the Union, but the same shall be transferred and 
proceeded with in the proper United States circuit, dis- 
trict or State court, as the case may be: Provided, how- 
ever, That in all civil actions, causes, and proceedings, in 
which the United States is not a party, transfers shall 
not be made to the circuit and district courts of the 
United States, except upon written request of one of the 
parties to such action or proceeding filed in the proper 
court; and in the absence of such request such cases shall 
be proceeded with in the proper State courts. 


Sec. 24. That the constitutional conventions may, by 
ordinance, provide for the election of officers for full 
State governments, including members of the legisla- 
tures and Representatives in the fifty-first Congress; but 
said State governments shall remain in abeyance until 
the States shall be admitted into the Union, respectively, 
as provided in this act. Їп case the constitution of any of 
said proposed States shall be ratified by the people, but 
not otherwise, the legislature thereof may assemble, or- 
ganize, and elect two senators of the United States; and 
the governor and secretary of state of such proposed 
State shall certify the election of the Senators and Rep- 
resentatives in the manner required by law; and when 
such State is admitted into the Union, the Senators and 
Representatives shall be entitled to be admitted to seats 
in Congress, and to all the rights and privileges of Sena- 
tors and Representatives of other States in the Congress 
of the United States; and the officers of the State gov- 
ernments formed in pursuance of said constitutions, as 
provided by the constitutional conventions, shall proceed 
to exercise all the functions of such State officers; and all 
laws in force made by said Territories, at the time of 
their admission into the Union, shall be in force in said 
States, except as modified or changed by this act or by 
the constitutions of the States, respectively. 


Sec. 25. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict with 
the provisions of this act, whether passed by the legisla- 
tures of said Territories or by Congress, are hereby 


repealed. 
Approved, February 22, 1889. [25 U.S. Statutes at Large, с 180 
p 676.] 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 


This Constitution was framed by a convention of seventy-five 
delegates, chosen by the people of the Territory of Washington 
at an election held May 14, 1889, under section 3 of the En- 
abling Act. The convention met at Olympia on the fourth day of 
July, 1889, and adjourned on the twenty-second day of August, 
1889. The Constitution was ratified by the people at an election 
held on October 1, 1889, and on November 11, 1889, in accord- 
ance with section 8 of the Enabling Act, the president of the 
United States proclaimed the admission of the State of 
Washington into the Union. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


(A) Constitution of the State of Washington 
(B) Constitutional Amendments (in order of adoption) 
(C) Index to State Constitution. 


In part (A), for convenience of the reader, the latest 
constitutional amendments have been integrated with the 
currently effective original sections of the Constitution 
with the result that the Constitution is herein presented 
in its currently amended form. 

All current sections, whether original sections or con- 
stitutional amendments, are carried in Article and sec- 
tion order and are printed in regular type. 

Following each section which has been amended, the 
original section and intervening amendments (if any) are 
printed in italics. 

Appended to each amendatory section is a history 
note stating the amendment number and date of its ap- 
proval as well as the citation to the session law wherein 
may be found the legislative measure proposing the 
amendment; e.g. "AMENDMENT 27, 1951 House 
Joint Resolution No. 8, p 961. Approved November 4, 
1952.]" 

In part (B), the constitutional amendments are also 
printed separately, in order of their adoption. 


(A) Constitution of the State of Washington 
PREAMBLE 


Article I DECLARATION OF RIGHTS 


Sections 


Political power. 

Supreme law of the land. 

Personal rights. 

Right of petition and assemblage. 

Freedom of speech. 

Oaths Mode of administering. 

Invasion of private affairs or home prohibited. 
Irrevocable privilege, franchise or immunity 
prohibited. 

9 Rights of accused persons. 

10 Administration of justice. 

1) Religious freedom. 

12 Special privileges and immunities prohibited. 
13 Habeas corpus. 

14 Excessive bail, fines and punishments. 

15 Convictions, effect of. 
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16 Eminent domain. 

17 Imprisonment for debt. 

18 Military power, limitation of. 
19 Freedom of elections. 

20 Bail, when authorized. 

21 Trial by jury. 

22 Rights of the accused. 

23 Bill of attainder, ex post facto law, etc. 
24 Right to bear arms. 

25 Prosecution by information. 

26 Grand jury. 

27 Treason, defined, etc. 

28 Hereditary privileges abolished. 
29 Constitution mandatory. 

30 Rights reserved. 

31 Standing army. 

32 Fundamental principles. 

33 Recall of elective officers. 

34 Same. 


Article I——LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 
Sections 


] Legislative powers, where vested. 
1(а) Initiative and referendum, signatures required. 
2 House of representatives and senate. 
3 The census. 
4 Election of representatives and term of office. 
5 Elections, when to be held. 
6 Election and term of office of senators. 
7 Qualifications of legislators. 
8 Judges of their own election and qualification 
Quorum. 
9 Rules of procedure. 
10 Election of officers. 
11 Journal, publicity of meetings 
12 Sessions, when Duration. 
13 Limitation on members holding office in the state. 
14 Same, federal or other office. 
15 Vacancies in legislature and in partisan county 
elective office. 
16 Privileges from arrest. 
17 Freedom of debate. 
18 Style of laws. 
19 Bill to contain one subject. 
20 Origin and amendment of bills. 
2) Yeas and пауз. 
22 Passage of bills. 
23 Compensation of members. 
24 Lotteries and divorce. 
25 Extra compensation prohibited. 
26 Suits against the state. 
27 Elections Viva voce vote. 
28 Special legislation. 
29 Convict labor. 
30 Bribery or corrupt solicitation. 
3] Laws, when to take effect. 


Adjournments. 
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32 Laws, how signed. 

33 Alien ownership. 

34 Bureau of statistics, agriculture and immigration. 

35 Protection of employees. 

36 When bills must be introduced. 

37 Revision or amendment. 

38 Limitation on amendments. 

39 Free transportation to public officer prohibited. 

40 Highway funds. 

4] Laws, effective date, initiative, referendum 
Amendment or repeal. 

42 Governmental continuity during emergency periods. 

43 Redistricting. 


Article ITHE EXECUTIVE 


Sections 


Executive department. 

Governor, term of office. 

Other executive officers, terms of office. 
Returns of elections, canvass, etc. 
General duties of governor. 
Messages. 

Extra legislative sessions. 
Commander-in-chief. 

Pardoning power. 

10 Vacancy in office of governor. 

1) Remission of fines and forfeitures. 
12 Veto powers. 

13 Vacancy in appointive office. 

14 Salary. 

15 Commissions, how issued. 

16 Lieutenant governor, duties and salary. 
17 Secretary of state, duties and salary. 
18 Seal. 

19 State treasurer, duties and salary. 
20 State auditor, duties and salary. 

21 Attorney general, duties and salary. 
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22 Superintendent of public instruction, duties and ` 


salary. 
23 Commissioner of public lands 
24 Records, where kept, etc. 
25 Qualifications, compensation, offices which may be 
abolished. 


Article IV— —THE JUDICIARY 


Compensation. 


Sections 


1 Judicial power, where vested. 

2 Supreme court. 

2(a) Temporary performance of judicial duties. 

3 Election and terms of supreme judges. 

3(a) Retirement of supreme court and superior court 
judges. 

Jurisdiction. 

Superior court Election of judges, terms of, etc. 
Jurisdiction of superior courts. 

Exchange of judges Judge pro tempore. 
Absence of judicial officer. 

Removal of judges, attorney general, etc. 

Justices of the peace. 


ороо часть 


1 
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11 Courts of record. 

12 Inferior courts. 

13 Salaries of judicial officers How paid, etc. 

14 Salaries of supreme and superior court judges. 

15 Ineligibility of judges. 

16 Charging juries. 

17 Eligibility of judges. 

18 Supreme court reporter. 

19 Judges may not practice law. 

20 Decisions, when to be made. 

21 Publication of opinions. 

22 Clerk of the supreme court. 

23 Court commissioners. 

24 Rules for superior courts. 

25 Reports of superior court judges. 

26 Clerk of the superior court. 

27 Style of process. 

28 Oath of judges. 

29 Election of superior court judges. 

30 Court of appeals. 

3) Judicial qualifications commission Removal, 
censure, suspension, or retirement of judges or jus- 
tices. 


Article V——IMPEACHMENT 
Sections 


1 Impeachment Power of and procedure. 


2 Officers liable to. 
3 Removal from office. 


Article VI——ELECTIONS AND ELECTIVE 
RIGHTS 


Sections 


] Qualifications of electors. 

1A Voter qualifications for presidential elections. 
2 School elections Franchise, how extended. 
3 Who disqualified. 

4 Residence, contingencies affecting. 
5 

6 

7 

8 


Voter When privileged from arrest. 
Ballot. 

Registration. 

Elections, time of holding. 


Article VII——REVENUE AND TAXATION 
Sections 


| Taxation. 

2 Limitation on levies. 

3 Taxation of federal agencies and property. 

4 No surrender of power or suspension of tax on cor- 
porate property. 

5 Taxes, how levied. 

6 Taxes, how paid. 

7 Annual statement. 

8 Tax to cover deficiencies. 

9 Special assessments or 
improvements. 

10 Retired persons property tax exemption. 

11 Taxation based on actual use. 


taxation for local 
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Article VIII———STATE, COUNTY AND 
MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS 


Sections 
1 State debt. 
2 Powers extended in certain cases. 
3 Special indebtedness, how authorized. 
4 Moneys disbursed only by appropriations. 
5 Credit not to be loaned. 
6 Limitations upon municipal indebtedness. 
7 Credit not to be loaned. 
8 Port expenditures Industrial development 


Promotion. 
9 State building authority. 
10 Residential energy conservation. 


Article IX ——EDUCATION 
Sections 


Preamble. 

Public school system. 

Funds for support. 

Sectarian control or influence prohibited. 
Loss of permanent fund to become state debt. 


Article X—— MILITIA 
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Sections 


1 Who liable to military duty. 
Organization Discipline 
to call out. 

Soldiers' home. 

Public arms. 

Privilege from arrest. 
Exemption from military duty. 


Article XI——COUNTY, CITY AND TOWNSHIP 
ORGANIZATION 


Officers Power 


соль 


Sections 


1 Existing counties recognized. 

2 County seats Location and removal. 

3 New counties. 

4 County government and township organization. 
5 

6 


County government. 
Vacancies in township, precinct or road district 
office. 

7 Tenure of office limited to two terms. 

8 Salaries and limitations affecting. 

9 State taxes not to be released or commuted. 

10 Incorporation of municipalities. 

11 Police and sanitary regulations. 

12 Assessment and collection of 
municipalities. 

13 Private property, when may be taken for public 
debt. 

14 Private use of public funds prohibited. 

15 Deposit of public funds. 

16 Combined city—county. 


taxes in 


(1985 Ed.) 


Article XII——CORPORATIONS OTHER THAN 
MUNICIPAL 


Sections 


| Corporations, how formed. 

2 Existing charters. 

3 Existing charters not to be extended nor forfeiture 
remitted. 

4 Liability of stockholders. 

5 Term "corporation," defined 
be sued. 

6 Limitations upon issuance of stock. 

7 Foreign corporations. 

8 Alienation of franchise not to release liabilities. 

9 

10 


Right to sue and 


State not to loan its credit or subscribe for stock. 
Eminent domain affecting. 

11 Stockholder liability. 

12 Receiving deposits by bank after insolvency. 

13 Common carriers, regulation of. 

14 Prohibition against combinations by carriers. 

15 Prohibition against discriminating charges. 

16 Prohibition against consolidating of competing 
lines. 

17 Rolling stock, personalty for purpose of taxation. 

18 Rates for transportation. 

19 Telegraph and telephone companies. 

20 Prohibition against free transportation for public 
officers. 

2] Express companies. 

22 Monopolies and trusts. 


Article XIII——STATE INSTITUTIONS 
Sections 
1 Educational, reformatory and penal institutions. 
Article XIV——SEAT OF GOVERNMENT 
Sections 


| State capital, location of. 
2 Change of state capital. 
3 Restrictions on appropriations for capitol buildings. 


Article XV——HARBORS AND TIDE WATERS 
Sections 


1 Harbor line commission апа restraint оп 
disposition. 
2 Leasing and maintenance of wharves, docks, etc. 


3 Extension of streets over tide lands. 


Article XVI—— SCHOOL AND GRANTED LANDS 


Sections 
| Disposition of. 
2 Manner and terms of sale. 
3 Limitations on sales. 
4 How much may be offered in certain cases 


Platting of. 
5 Investment of permanent common school fund. 


[Vol. 0 RCW—p 29] 


Constitution of the State of Washington 


Article X VII—M—TIDE LANDS 
Sections 


1 Declaration of state ownership. 
2 Disclaimer of certain lands. 


Article XVIII——STATE SEAL 
Sections 
1 Seal of the state. 
Article XIX— —EXEMPTIONS 
Sections 
] Exemptions Homesteads, etc. 


Article XX——PUBLIC HEALTH AND VITAL 
STATISTICS 


Sections 


1 Board of health and bureau of vital statistics. 
2 Regulations concerning medicine, surgery and 
pharmacy. 


Article XXI——WATER AND WATER RIGHTS 
Sections 
] Public use of water. 


Article XXII———LEGISLATIVE 
APPORTIONMENT 


Sections 


1 Senatorial apportionment. 
2 Apportionment of representatives. 


Article XXIII .——cAMENDMENTS 
Sections 


1 How made. 
2 Constitutional conventions. 
3 Submission to the people. 


Article XXIV——BOUNDARIES 
Sections 
1 State boundaries. 
Article XXV— —JURISDICTION 
Sections 
| Authority of the United States. 


Article XX VI——COMPACT WITH THE UNITED 
STATES 


Article XX VII——SCHEDULE 
Sections 


Existing rights, actions and contracts saved. 
Laws in force continued. 

Debts, fines, etc., to inure to the state. 
Recognizances. 

Criminal prosecutions and penal actions. 
Retention of territorial officers. 
Constitutional officers, when elected. 
Change of courts Transfer of causes. 
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9 Seals of courts and municipalities. 
10 Probate court, transfer of. 
11 Duties of first legislature. 
12 Election contests for superior judges, how decided. 
13 Representation in congress. 
14 Duration of term of certain officers. 
15 Election on adoption of Constitution, how to be 
conducted. 
16 When Constitution to take effect. 
17 Separate articles. 
18 Ballot. 
19 Appropriation. 


Article XXVIII — COMPENSATION OF STATE 
OFFICERS 


Sections 
1 Compensation of state officers. 


Article XXIX——INVESTMENTS OF PUBLIC 
PENSION AND RETIREMENT FUNDS 


Sections 
1 May be invested as authorized by law. 


Article XXX— —COMPENSATION OF PUBLIC 
OFFICERS 


Sections 
] Authorizing compensation increase during term. 


Article XXXI——SEX EQUALITY ——RIGHTS 
AND RESPONSIBILITY 


Sections 


1 Equality not denied because of sex. 
2 Enforcement power of legislature. 


Article XX XII——SPECIAL REVENUE 
FINANCING 


Sections 


] Special revenue financing. 


PREAMBLE 


We, the people of the State of Washington, grateful 
to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe for our liberties, 
do ordain this constitution. 


ARTICLE I 
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS 


$1 POLITICAL POWER. АП political power is in- 
herent in the people, and governments derive their just 
powers from the consent of the governed, and are estab- 
lished to protect and maintain individual rights. 


§ 2 SUPREME LAW OF THE LAND. The Consti- 
tution of the United States is the supreme law of the 
land. 
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$3 PERSONAL RIGHTS. No person shall be de- 
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law. 


5 4 RIGHT OF PETITION AND ASSEMBLAGE. 
The right of petition and of the people peaceably to as- 
semble for the common good shall never be abridged. 


$ 5 FREEDOM OF SPEECH. Every person may 
freely speak, write and publish on all subjects, being re- 
sponsible for the abuse of that right. 


5 6 OATHS——MODE OF ADMINISTERING. 
The mode of administering an oath, or affirmation, shall 
be such as may be most consistent with and binding 
upon the conscience of the person to whom such oath, or 
affirmation, may be administered. 


$ 7 INVASION OF PRIVATE AFFAIRS OR 
HOME PROHIBITED. No person shall be disturbed in 
his private affairs, or his home invaded, without author- 
ity of law. 


$8 IRREVOCABLE PRIVILEGE, FRANCHISE 
OR IMMUNITY PROHIBITED. No law granting ir- 
revocably any privilege, franchise or immunity, shall be 
passed by the legislature. 


5 9 RIGHTS OF ACCUSED PERSONS. No person 
shall be compelled in any criminal case to give evidence 
against himself, or be twice put in jeopardy for the same 
offense. 


$ 10 ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. Justice in 
all cases shall be administered openly, and without un- 
necessary delay. 


$ 11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. Absolute freedom of 
conscience in all matters of religious sentiment, belief 
and worship, shall be guaranteed to every individual, and 
no one shall be molested or disturbed in person or prop- 
erty on account of religion; but the liberty of conscience 
hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse 
acts of licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent 
with the peace and safety of the state. No public money 
or property shall be appropriated for or applied to any 
religious worship, exercise or instruction, or the support 
of any religious establishment: Provided, however, That 
this article shall not be so construed as to forbid the 
employment by the state of a chaplain for such of the 
state custodial, correctional and mental institutions as in 
the discretion of the legislature may seem justified. No 
religious qualification shall be required for any public 
office or employment, nor shall any person be incompe- 
tent as a witness or juror, in consequence of his opinion 
on matters of religion, nor be questioned in any court of 
justice touching his religious belief to affect the weight 
of his testimony. [AMENDMENT 34, 1957 Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 14, p 1299. Approved November 4, 
1958.] 


Amendment 4 (1904)--Art. 1 5 11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM-- Absolute 
freedom of conscience in all matters of religious sentiment, belief and 
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worship, shall be guaranteed to every individual, and no one shall be 
molested or disturbed in person or property on account of religion, but 
the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to 
excuse acts of licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the 
peace and safety of the state. No public money or property shall be 
appropriated for or applied to any religious worship, exercise or in- 
struction, or the support of any religious establishment. Provided, 
however, That this article shall not be so construed as to forbid the 
employment by the state of a chaplain for the state penitentiary, and 
for such of the state reformatories as in the discretion of the legislature 
may seem justified. No religious qualification shall be required for any 
public office or employment, nor shall any person be incompetent as a 
witness or juror, in consequence of his opinion on matters of religion, 
nor be questioned in any court of justice touching his religious belief to 
affect the weight of his testimony. [AMENDMENT 4, 1903 p 283 $ I. 
Approved November, 1904.] 


Original text--Art. 1 5 11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM-- Absolute free- 
dom of conscience in all matters of religious sentiment, belief, and 
worship, shall be guaranteed to every individual, and no one shall be 
molested or disturbed in person, or property, on account of religion, 
but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed 
as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with 
the peace and safety of the state. No public money or property shall be 
appropriated for, or applied to any religious worship, exercise or in- 
struction, or the support of any religious establishment. No religious 
qualification shall be required for any public office, or employment, nor 
shall any person be incompetent as a witness, or juror, in consequence 
of his opinion on matters of religion, nor be questioned in any court of 
justice touching his religious belief to affect the weight of his 
testimony. 


§ 12 SPECIAL PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 
PROHIBITED. No law shall be passed granting to any 
citizen, class of citizens, or corporation other than mu- 
nicipal, privileges or immunities which upon the same 
terms shall not equally belong to all citizens, or 
corporations. 


$ 13 HABEAS CORPUS. The privilege of the writ 
of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless in case 
of rebellion or invasion the public safety requires it. 


§ 14 EXCESSIVE BAIL, FINES AND PUNISH- 
MENTS. Excessive bail shall not be required, excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel punishment inflicted. 


5 15 CONVICTIONS, EFFECT OF. No conviction 
shall work corruption of blood, nor forfeiture of estate. 


$ 16 EMINENT DOMAIN. Private property shall 
not be taken for private use, except for private ways of 
necessity, and for drains, flumes, or ditches on or across 
the lands of others for agricultural, domestic, or sanitary 
purposes. No private property shall be taken or damaged 
for public or private use without just compensation hav- 
ing been first made, or paid into court for the owner, and 
no right-of-way shall be appropriated to the use of any 
corporation other than municipal until full compensation 
therefor be first made in money, or ascertained and paid 
into court for the owner, irrespective of any benefit from 
any improvement proposed by such corporation, which 
compensation shall be ascertained by a jury, unless a 
jury be waived, as in other civil cases in courts of record, 
in the manner prescribed by law. Whenever an attempt 
is made to take private property for a use alleged to be 
public, the question whether the contemplated use be re- 
ally public shall be a judicial question, and determined 
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as such, without regard to any legislative assertion that 
the use is public: Provided, That the taking of private 
property by the state for land reclamation and settle- 
ment purposes is hereby declared to be for public use. 
[AMENDMENT 9, 1919 p 385 8 1. Approved 
November, 1920.] 


Original text--Art. 1 5 16 EMINENT DOoMAIN-- Private property 
shall not be taken for private use, except for private ways of necessity, 
and for drains, flumes or ditches on or across the lands of others for 
agricultural, domestic or sanitary purposes. No private property shall 
be taken or damaged for public or private use without just compensa- 
tion having first been made, or paid into court for the owner, and no 
right of way shall be appropriated to the use of any corporation other 
than municipal, until full compensation therefor be first made in 
money, or ascertained and paid into the court for the owner, irrespec- 
tive of any benefit from any improvement proposed by such corpora- 
tion, which compensation shall be ascertained by a jury, unless a jury 
be waived as in other civil cases in courts of record, in the manner 
prescribed by law. Whenever an attempt is made to take private prop- 
erty for a use alleged to be public, the question whether the contem- 
plated use be really public shall be a judicial question, and determined 
as such without regard to any legislative assertion that the use is 
public. 


5 17 IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. There shall 
be no imprisonment for debt, except in cases of ab- 
sconding debtors. 


5 18 MILITARY POWER, LIMITATION OF. The 
military shall be in strict subordination to the civil 
power. 


5 19 FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. All Elections 
shall be free and equal, and no power, civil or military, 
shall at any time interfere to prevent the free exercise of 
the right of suffrage. 


$ 20 BAIL, WHEN AUTHORIZED. All persons 
charged with crime shall be bailable by sufficient sure- 
ties, except for capital offenses when the proof is evident, 
or the presumption great. 


$ 21 TRIAL BY JURY. The right of trial by jury 
shall remain inviolate, but the legislature may provide 
for a jury of any number less than twelve in courts not 
of record, and for a verdict by nine or more jurors in 
civil cases in any court of record, and for waiving of the 
jury in civil cases where the consent of the parties inter- 
ested is given thereto. 


§ 22 RIGHTS OF THE ACCUSED. In criminal 
prosecutions the accused shall have the right to appear 
and defend in person, or by counsel, to demand the na- 
ture and cause of the accusation against him, to have a 
copy thereof, to testify in his own behalf, to meet the 
witnesses against him face to face, to have compulsory 
process to compel the attendance of witnesses in his own 
behalf, to have a speedy public trial bylan impartial jury 
of the county in which the offense is'charged to have 
been committed and the right to appeal in all cases: 
Provided, The route traversed by any railway coach, 
train or public conveyance, and the water traversed by 
any boat shall be criminal districts; and the jurisdiction 
of all public offenses committed on any such railway car, 
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coach, train, boat or other public conveyance, or at any 
station or depot upon such route, shall be in any county 
through which the said car, coach, train, boat or other 
public conveyance may pass during the trip or voyage, or 
in which the trip or voyage may begin or terminate. In 
no instance shall any accused person before final judg- 
ment be compelled to advance money or fees to secure 
the rights herein guaranteed. [AMENDMENT 10, 1921 
p 79 8 1. Approved November, 1922.] 


Original text--Art. 1 $ 22 RIGHTS OF ACCUSED PERSONS—In 
criminal prosecution, the accused shall have the right to appear and 
defend in person, and by counsel, to demand the nature and cause of 
the accusation against him, to have a copy thereof, to testify in his own 
behalf, to meet the witnesses against him face to face, to have compul- 
sory process to compel the attendance of witnesses in his own behalf, to 
have a speedy public trial by an impartial jury of the county in which 
the offense is alleged to have been committed, and the right to appeal 
in all cases; and, in no instance, shall any accused person before final 
judgment be compelled to advance money or fees to secure the rights 
herein guaranteed. 


$ 23 BILL OF ATTAINDER, EX POST FACTO 
LAW, ETC. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or 
law impairing the obligations of contracts shall ever be 
passed. 


§ 24 RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS. The right of the 
individual citizen to bear arms in defense of himself, or 
the state, shall not be impaired, but nothing in this sec- 
tion shall be construed as authorizing individuals or cor- 
porations to organize, maintain or employ an armed 
body of men. 


8 25 PROSECUTION BY INFORMATION. Offen- 
ses heretofore required to be prosecuted by indictment 
may be prosecuted by information, or by indictment, as 
shall be prescribed by law. 


$ 26 GRAND JURY. No grand jury shall be drawn 
or summoned in any county, except the superior judge 
thereof shall so order. 


$ 27 TREASON, DEFINED, ETC. Treason against 
the state shall consist only in levying war against the 
state, or adhering to its enemies, or in giving them aid 
and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason 
unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same 
overt act, or confession in open court. 


§ 28 HEREDITARY PRIVILEGES ABOLISHED. 
No hereditary emoluments, privileges, or powers, shall 
be granted or conferred in this state. 


§ 29 CONSTITUTION MANDATORY. The provi- 
sions of this Constitution are mandatory, unless by ex- 
press words they are declared to be otherwise. 


$ 30 RIGHTS RESERVED. The enumeration in 
this Constitution of certain rights shall not be construed 
to deny others retained by the people. 


$ 31 STANDING ARMY. No standing army shall 
be kept up by this state in time of peace, and no soldier 
shall in time of peace be quartered in any house without 
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the consent of its owner, nor in time of war except in the 
manner prescribed by law. 


8 32 FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES. A frequent 
recurrence to fundamental principles is essential to the 
security of individual right and the perpetuity of free 
government. 


$ 33 RECALL OF ELECTIVE OFFICERS. Every 
elective public officer of the state of Washington expect 
[except] judges of courts of record is subject to recall 
and discharge by the legal voters of the state, or of the 
political subdivision of the state, from which he was 
elected whenever a petition demanding his recall, recit- 
ing that such officer has committed some act or acts of 
malfeasance or misfeasance while in office, or who has 
violated his oath of office, stating the matters com- 
plained of, signed by the percentages of the qualified 
electors thereof, hereinafter provided, the percentage re- 
quired to be computed from the total number of votes 
cast for all candidates for his said office to which he was 
elected at the preceding election, is filed with the officer 
with whom a petition for nomination, or certificate for 
nomination, to such office must be filed under the laws 
of this state, and the same officer shall call a special 
election as provided by the general election laws of this 
state, and the result determined as therein provided. 
[AMENDMENT 8, 1911 p 504 $ 1. Approved 
November, 1912.] 


$ 34 SAME. The legislature shall pass the necessary 
laws to carry out the provisions of section thirty-three 
(33) of this article, and to facilitate its operation and ef- 
fect without delay: Provided, That the authority hereby 
conferred upon the legislature shall not be construed to 
grant to the legislature any exclusive power of lawmak- 
ing nor in any way limit the initiative and referendum 
powers reserved by the people. The percentages required 
shall be, state officers, other than judges, senators and 
representatives, city officers of cities of the first class, 
school district boards in cities of the first class; county 
officers of counties of the first, second and third classes, 
twenty-five per cent. Officers of all other political subdi- 
visions, cities, towns, townships, precincts and school 
districts not -herein mentioned, and state senators and 
representatives, thirty-five per cent. [AMENDMENT 8, 
1911 p 504 8 1. Approved November, 1912.) 


ARTICLE II 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 


$ 1 LEGISLATIVE POWERS, WHERE VESTED. 
The legislative authority of the state of Washington shall 
be vested in the legislature, consisting of a senate and 
house of representatives, which shall be called the legis- 
lature of the state of Washington, but the people reserve 
to themselves the power to propose bills, laws, and to 
enact or reject the same at the polls, independent of the 
legislature, and also reserve power, at their own option, 
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to approve or reject at the polls any act, item, section, or 
part of any bill, act, or law passed by the legislature. 

(a) Initiative: The first power reserved by the people is 
the initiative. Every such petition shall include the full 
text of the measure so proposed. In the case of initiatives 
to the legislature and initiatives to the people, the num- 
ber of valid signatures of legal voters required shall be 
equal to eight percent of the votes cast for the office of 
governor at the last gubernatorial election preceding the 
initial filing of the text of the initiative measure with the 
secretary of state. 

Initiative petitions shall be filed with the secretary of 
state not less than four months before the election at 
which they are to be voted upon, or not less than ten 
days before any regular session of the legislature. If filed 
at least four months before the election at which they 
are to be voted upon, he shall submit the same to the 
vote of the people at the said election. If such petitions 
are filed not less than ten days before any regular session 
of the legislature, he shall certify the results within forty 
days of the filing. If certification is not complete by the 
date that the legislature convenes, he shall provisionally 
certify the measure pending final certification of the 
measure. Such initiative measures, whether certified or 
provisionally certified, shall take precedence over all 
other measures in the legislature except appropriation 
bills and shall be either enacted or rejected without 
change or amendment by the legislature before the end 
of such regular session. If any such initiative measures 
shall be enacted by the legislature it shall be subject to 
the referendum petition, or it may be enacted and re- 
ferred by the legislature to the people for approval or 
rejection at the next regular election. If it is rejected or 
if no action is taken upon it by the legislature before the 
end of such regular session, the secretary of state shall 
submit it to the people for approval or rejection at the 
next ensuing regular general election. The legislature 
may reject any measure so proposed by initiative petition 
and propose a different one dealing with the same sub- 
ject, and in such event both measures shall be submitted 
by the secretary of state to the people for approval or 
rejection at the next ensuing regular general election. 
When conflicting measures are submitted to the people 
the ballots shall be so printed that a voter can express 
separately by making one cross (X) for each, two pref- 
erences, first, as between either measure and neither, 
and secondly, as between one and the other. If the ma- 
jority of those voting on the first issue is for neither, both 
fail, but in that case the votes on the second issue shall 
nevertheless be carefully counted and made public. If a 
majority voting on the first issue is for either, then the 
measure receiving a majority of the votes on the second 
issue shall be law. 

(b) Referendum. The second power reserved by the 
people is the referendum, and it may be ordered on any 
act, bill, law, or any part thereof passed by the legisla- 
ture, except such laws as may be necessary for the im- 
mediate preservation of the public peace, health or 
safety, support of the state government and its existing 
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public institutions, either by petition signed by the re- 
quired percentage of the legal voters, or by the legisla- 
ture as other bills are enacted: Provided, That the 
legislature may not order a referendum on any initiative 
measure enacted by the legislature under the foregoing 
subsection (a). The number of valid signatures of regis- 
tered voters required on a petition for referendum of an 
act of the legislature or any part thereof, shall be equal 
to or exceeding four percent of the votes cast for the 
office of governor at the last gubernatorial election pre- 
ceding the filing of the text of the referendum measure 
with the secretary of state. 

(c) No act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall 
take effect until ninety days after the adjournment of the 
session at which it was enacted. No act, law, or bill ap- 
proved by a majority of the electors voting thereon shall 
be amended or repealed by the legislature within a pe- 
riod of two years following such enactment: Provided, 
That any such act, law, or bill may be amended within 
two years after such enactment at any regular or special 
session of the legislature by a vote of two-thirds of all 
the members elected to each house with full compliance 
with section 12, Article III, of the Washington Consti- 
tution, and no amendatory law adopted in accordance 
with this provision shall be subject to referendum. But 
such enactment may be amended or repealed at any 
general regular or special election by direct vote of the 
people thereon. 

(d) The filing of a referendum petition against one or 
more items, sections, or parts of any act, law, or bill 
shall not delay the remainder of the measure from be- 
coming operative. Referendum petitions against mea- 
sures passed by the legislature shall be filed with the 
secretary of state not later than ninety days after the 
final adjournment of the session of the legislature which 
passed the measure on which the referendum is de- 
manded. The veto power of the governor shall not extend 
to measures initiated by or referred to the people. АП 
elections on measures referred to the people of the state 
shall be had at the next succeeding regular general elec- 
tion following the filing of the measure with the secre- 
tary of state, except when the legislature shall order a 
special election. Any measure initiated by the people or 
referred to the people as herein provided shall take effect 
and become the law if it is approved by a majority of the 
votes cast thereon: Provided, That the vote cast upon 
such question or measure shall equal one-third of the 
total votes cast at such election and not otherwise. Such 
measure shall be in operation on and after the thirtieth 
day after the election at which it is approved. The style 
of all bills proposed by initiative petition shall be: "Be it 
enacted by the people of the State of Washington." This 
section shall not be construed to deprive any member of 
the legislature of the right to introduce any measure. АП 
such petitions shall be filed with the secretary of state, 
who shall be guided by the general laws in submitting 
the same to the people until additional legislation shall 
especially provide therefor. This section is self-execut- 
ing, but legislation may be enacted especially to facili- 
tate its operation. 
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(e) The legislature shall provide methods of publicity 
of all laws or parts of laws, and amendments to the 
Constitution referred to the people with arguments for 
and against the laws and amendments so referred. The 
secretary of state shall send one copy of the publication 
to each individual place of residence in the state and 
shall make such additional distribution as he shall de- 
termine necessary to reasonably assure that each voter 
will have an opportunity to study the measures prior to 
election. [AMENDMENT 72, 1981 Substitute Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 133. Approved November 3, 1981.] 


Amendment 7 (1911)--Art. 2 $ 1 LEGISLATIVE POWERS, WHERE 
VESTED-- The legislative authority of the state of Washington shall be 
vested in the legislature, consisting of a senate and house of represen- 
tatives, which shall be called the legislature of the state of Washington, 
but the people reserve to themselves the power to propose bills, laws, 
and to enact or reject the same at the polls, independent of the legisla- 
ture, and also reserve power, at their own option, to approve or reject 
at the polls any act, item, section or part of any bill, act or law passed 
by the legislature. 

(a) Initiative: The first power reserved by the people is the initiative. 
Ten per centum, but in no case more than fifty thousand, of the legal 
voters shall be required to propose any measure by such petition, and 
every such petition shall include the full text of the measure so pro- 
posed. [Note: Signature requirements were superseded by Art. 2 Sec. 
(а), AMENDMENT 30. Initiative petitions shall be filed with the 
secretary of state not less than four months before the election at 
which they are to be voted upon, or not less than ten days before any 
regular session of the legislature. If filed at least four months before 
the election at which they are to be voted upon, he shall submit the 
same to the vote of the people at the said election. If such petitions are 
filed not less than ten days before any regular session of the legislature, 
he shall transmit the same to the legislature as soon as it convenes and 
organizes. Such initiative measure shall take precedence over all other 
measures in the legislature except appropriation bills and shall be ei- 
ther enacted or rejected without change or amendment by the legisla- 
ture before the end of such regular session. If any such initiative 
measures shall be enacted by the legislature it shall be subject to the 
referendum petition, or it may be enacted and referred by the legisla- 
ture to the people for approval or rejection at the next regular election. 
If it is rejected or if no action is taken upon it by the legislature before 
the end of such regular session, the secretary of state shall submit it to 
the people for approval or rejection at the next ensuing regular general 
election. The legislature may reject any measure so proposed by initia- 
tive petition and propose a different one dealing with the same subject, 
and in such event both measures shall be submitted by the secretary of 
state to the people for approval or rejection at the next ensuing regular 
general election. When conflicting measures are submitted to the peo- 
ple the ballots shall be so printed that a voter can express separately by 
making one cross (X) for each, two preferences, first, as between either 
measure and neither, and secondly, as between one and the other. If 
the majority of those voting on the first issue is for neither, both fail, 
but in that case the votes on the second issue shall nevertheless be 
carefully counted and made public. If a majority voting on the first is- 
sue is for either, then the measure receiving a majority of the votes on 
the second issue shall be law. 

(b) Referendum. The second power reserved by the people is the 
referendum, and it may be ordered on any act, bill, law, or any part 
thereof passed by the legislature, except such laws as may be necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety, 
support of the state government and its existing public institutions, ei- 
ther by petition signed by the required percentage of the legal voters, 
or by the legislature as other bills are enacted. Six per centum, but in 
no case more than thirty thousand, of the legal voters shall be required 
to sign and make a valid referendum petition. [Note: Signature re- 
quirements were superseded by Art. 2 Sec. (а), AMENDMENT 30.) 

(c) No act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall take effect until 
ninety days after the adjournment of the session at which it was en- 
acted. No act, law, or bill approved by a majority of the electors voting 
thereon shall be amended or repealed by the legislature within a period 
of two years following such enactment. But such enactment may be 
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amended or repealed at any general regular or special election by di- 
rect vote of the people thereon. [Note: Subsection (c) was expressly 
superseded by Art. 2 Sec. 41, AMENDMENT 26.) 

(d) The filing of a referendum petition against one or more items, 
sections or parts of any act, law or bill shall not delay the remainder of 
the measure from becoming operative. Referendum petitions against 
measures passed by the legislature shall be filed with the secretary of 
state not later than ninety days after the final adjournment of the ses- 
sion of the legislature which passed the measure on which the referen- 
dum is demanded. The veto power of the governor shall not extend to 
measures initiated by or referred to the people. All elections on mea- 
sures referred to the people of the state shall be had at the biennial 
regular elections, except when the legislature shall order a special 
election. Any measure initiated by the people or referred to the people 
as herein provided shall take effect and become the law if it is ap- 
proved by a majority of the votes cast thereon: Provided, That the vote 
cast upon such question or measure shall equal one-third of the total 
votes cast at such election and not otherwise. Such measure shall be in 
operation on and after the thirtieth day after the election at which it is 
approved. The style of all bills proposed by initiative petition shall be: 
" Be it enacted by the people of the State of Washington." This section 
shall not be construed to deprive any member of the legislature of the 
right to introduce any measure. The whole number of electors who 
voted for governor at the regular gubernatorial election last preceding 
the filing of any petition for the initiative or for the referendum shall 
be the basis on which the number of legal voters necessary to sign such 
petition shall be counted. [Note: Cf. Art. 2 Sec. 1(a); AMENDMENT 
30.] All such petitions shall be filed with the secretary of state, who 
shall be guided by the general laws in submitting the same to the peo- 
ple until additional legislation shall especially provide therefor. This 
section is self-executing, but legislation may be enacted especially to 
facilitate its operation. 

The legislature shall provide methods of publicity of all laws or parts 
of laws, and amendments to the Constitution referred to the people 
with arguments for and against the laws and amendments so referred, 
so that each voter of the state shall receive the publication at least fifty 
days before the election at which they are to be voted upon. [Note: 
This paragraph was expressly superseded by subsection (e) of this sec- 
tion, which was added Бу AMENDMENT 36.) 

(e) The legislature shall provide methods of publicity of all laws or 
parts of laws, and amendments to the Constitution referred to the peo- 
ple with arguments for and against the laws and amendments so re- 
ferred. The secretary of state shall send one copy of the publication to 
each individual place of residence in the state and shall make such ad- 
ditional distribution as he shall determine necessary to reasonably as- 
sure that each voter will have an opportunity to study the measures 
prior to election. These provisions supersede the provisions set forth in 
the last paragraph of section 1 of this article as amended by the sev- 
ет! amendment to the Constitution of this state. [AMENDMENT 7, 
1911 House Bill No. 153 p 136. Approved November, 1912; Subsec- 
tion (e) added by AMENDMENT 36, 1961 Senate Joint Resolution 
No. 9, p 2751. Approved November, 1962.] 


Original text--Art. 2 5 1 LEGISLATIVE POWERS, WHERE VESTED-- 
The legislative powers shall be vested in a senate and house of repre- 
sentatives, which shall be called the legislature of the State of 
Washington. 


Note: Art. 2 Sec. 31 was also stricken by AMENDMENT 7. 


$ Қа) INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM, SIG- 
NATURES REQUIRED. [Stricken by AMENDMENT 
72, 1981 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 133. 
Approved November 3, 1981.] 


Amendment 30 (1956)--Art. 2 $ Қа) INITIATIVE AND REFEREN- 
DUM, SIGNATURES REQUIRED-- Hereafter, the number of valid signa- 
tures of legal voters required upon a petition for an initiative measure 
shall be equal to eight per centum of the number of voters registered 
and voting for the office of governor at the last preceding regular gu- 
bernatorial election. Hereafter, the number of valid signatures of legal 
voters required upon a petition for a referendum of an act of the legis- 
lature or any part thereof, shall be equal to four per centum of the 
number of voters registered and voting for the office of governor at the 
last preceding regular gubernatorial election. These provisions super- 
sede the requirements specified in section 1 of this article as amended 
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by the seventh amendment to the Constitution of this state. 
[AMENDMENT 30, 1955 Senate Joint Resolution No. 4, p 1860. 
Approved November 6, 1956.] 


52 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND SEN- 
ATE. The house of representatives shall be composed of 
not less than sixty-three nor more than ninety-nine 
members. The number of senators shall not be more 
than one-half nor less than one-third of the number of 
members of the house of representatives. The first legis- 
lature shall be composed of seventy members of the 
house of representatives, and thirty-five senators. 


5 3 THE CENSUS. [Repealed by AMENDMENT 
74, 1983 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 103. 
Approved November 8, 1983.] 


Original text--Art. 2 5 3 THE CENSUS-- The legislature shall pro- 
vide by law for an enumeration of the inhabitants of the state in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-five and every ten years 
thereafter, and at the first session after such enumeration, and also af- 
ter each enumeration made by the authority of the United States, the 
legislature shall apportion and district anew the members of the senate 
and house of representatives, according to the number of inhabitants, 
excluding Indians not taxed, soldiers, sailors and officers of the United 
States army and navy in active service. 


5 4 ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES AND 
TERM OF OFFICE. Members of the house of represen- 
tatives shall be elected in the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-nine at the time and in the manner provided by 
this Constitution, and shall hold their offices for the term 
of one year and until their successors shall be elected. 


$ 5 ELECTIONS, WHEN TO BE HELD. The next 
election of the members of the house of representatives 
after the adoption of this Constitution shall be on the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday of November, 
eighteen hundred and ninety, and thereafter, members of 
the house of representatives shall be elected biennially 
and their term of office shall be two years; and each 
election shall be on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November, unless otherwise changed by law. 


$ 6 ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE OF 
SENATORS. After the first election the senators shall 
be elected by single districts of convenient and contigu- 
ous territory, at the same time and in the same manner 
as members of the house of representatives are required 
to be elected; and no representative district shall be di- 
vided in the formation of a senatorial district. They shall 
be elected for the term of four years, one-half of their 
number retiring every two years. The senatorial districts 
shall be numbered consecutively, and the senators cho- 
sen at the first election had by virtue of this Constitu- 
tion, in odd numbered districts, shall go out of office at 
the end of the first year; and the senators, elected in the 
even numbered districts, shall go out of office at the end 
of the third year. 


$7 QUALIFICATIONS OF LEGISLATORS. No 
person shall be eligible to the legislature who shall not 
be a citizen of the United States and a qualified voter in 
the district for which he is chosen. 
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$ 8 JUDGES OF THEIR OWN ELECTION AND 
QUALIFICATION QUORUM. Each house shall be 
the judge of the election, returns and qualifications of its 
own members, and a majority of each house shall con- 
stitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number 
may adjourn from day to day and may compel the at- 
tendance of absent members, in such manner and under 
such penalties as each house may provide. 


Governmental continuit y during emergency periods: Art. 2 $ 42. 


$9 RULES OF PROCEDURE. Each house may 
determine the rules of its own proceedings, punish for 
contempt and disorderly behavior, and, with the concur- 
rence of two-thirds of all the menibers elected, expel a 
member, but no member shall be expelled a second time 
for the same offense. 


$ 10 ELECTION OF OFFICERS. Each house shall 
elect its own officers; and when the lieutenant governor 
shall not attend as president, or shall act as governor, 
the senate shall choose a temporary president. When 
presiding, the lieutenant governor shall have the deciding 
vote in case of an equal division of the senate. 


8 11 JOURNAL, PUBLICITY OF MEET- 
INGS ADJOURNMENTS. Each house shall keep a 
journal of its proceedings and publish the same, except 
such parts as require secrecy. The doors of each house 
shall be kept open, except when the public welfare shall 
require secrecy. Neither house shall adjourn for more 
than three days, nor to any place other than that in 
which they may be sitting, without the consent of the 
other. 


8 12 SESSIONS, WHEN DURATION. (1) 
Regular Sessions. A regular session of the legislature 
shall be convened each year. Regular sessions shall con- 
vene on such day and at such time as the legislature 
shall determine by statute. During each odd-numbered 
year, the regular session shall not be more than one 
hundred five consecutive days. During each even-num- 
bered year, the regular session shall not be more than 
sixty consecutive days. 

(2) Special Legislative Sessions. Special legislative 
sessions may be convened for a period of not more than 
thirty consecutive days by proclamation of the governor 
pursuant to Article III, section 7 of this Constitution. 
Special legislative sessions may also be convened for a 
period of not more than thirty consecutive days by reso- 
lution of the legislature upon the affirmative vote in each 
house of two-thirds of the members elected or appointed 
thereto, which vote may be taken and resolution exe- 
cuted either while the legislature is in session or during 
any interim between sessions in accordance with such 
procedures as the legislature may provide by law or res- 
olution. The resolution convening the legislature shall 
specify a purpose or purposes for the convening of a 
special session, and any special session convened by the 
resolution shall consider only measures germane to the 
purpose or purposes expressed in the resolution, unless 
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by resolution adopted during the session upon the affir- 
mative vote in each house of two-thirds of the members 
elected or appointed thereto, an additional purpose or 
purposes are expressed. The specification of purpose by 
the governor pursuant to Article III, section 7 of this 
Constitution shall be considered by the legislature but 
shall not be mandatory. 

(3) Committees of the Legislature. Standing and spe- 
cial committees of the legislature shall meet and conduct 
official business pursuant to such rules as the legislature 
may adopt. [AMENDMENT 68, 1979 Substitute Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 110. Approved November 6, 1979.] 


Extraordinary sessions to reconsider vetos: Art. 3 § 12. 
Sessions to convene on the second Monday in January: RCW 
44.04.010. 


Original text-~Art. 2 § 12 SEssiONs, WHEN--DURATION--T he first 
legislature shall meet on the first Wednesday after the first Monday in 
November, A. D., 1889. The second legislature shall meet on the first 
Wednesday after the first Monday in January, A. D., 1891, and ses- 
sions of the legislature shall be held biennially thereafter, unless spe- 
cially convened by the governor, but the times of meeting of 
subsequent sessions may be changed by the legislature. After the first 
legislature the sessions shall not be more than sixty days. 


§ 13 LIMITATION ON MEMBERS HOLDING 
OFFICE IN THE STATE. No member of the legisla- 
ture, during the term for which he is elected, shall be 
appointed or elected to any civil office in the state, which 
shall have been created during the term for which he 
was elected. Any member of the legislature who is ap- 
pointed or elected to any civil office in the state, the 
emoluments of which have been increased during his 
legislative term of office, shall be compensated for the 
initial term of the civil office at the level designated prior 
to the increase in emoluments. [ AMENDMENT 69, 
1979 Senate Joint Resolution No. 112. Approved 
November 6, 1979.] 


Original text--Art 2 $ 13 LIMITATION ON MEMBERS HOLDING 
OFFICE IN THE STATE-- No member of the legislature, during the term 
for which he is elected, shall be appointed or elected to any civil office 
in the state, which shall have been created, or the emoluments of 
which shall have been increased, during the term for which he was 
elected. 


$ 14 SAME, FEDERAL OR OTHER OFFICE. No 
person, being a member of congress, or holding any civil 
or military office under the United States or any other 
power, shall be eligible to be a member of the legisla- 
ture; and if any person after his election as a member of 
the legislature, shall be elected to congress or be ap- 
pointed to any other office, civil or military, under the 
government of the United States, or any other power, his 
acceptance thereof shall vacate his seat, provided, that 
officers in the militia of the state who receive no annual 
salary, local officers and postmasters, whose compensa- 
tion does not exceed three hundred dollars per annum, 
shall not be ineligible. 


5 15 VACANCIES IN LEGISLATURE AND IN 
PARTISAN COUNTY ELECTIVE OFFICE. Such va- 
cancies as may occur in either house of the legislature or 
in any partisan county elective office shall be filled by 
appointment by the board of county commissioners of 
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the county in which the vacancy occurs: Provided, That 
the person appointed to fill the vacancy must be from 
the same legislative district, county or county commis- 
sioner district and the same political party as the legis- 
lator or partisan county elective officer whose office has 
been vacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall 
be nominated by the county central committee of that 
party, and in case a majority of said county commis- 
sioners do not agree upon the appointment within sixty 
days after the vacancy occurs, the governor shall within 
thirty days thereafter, and from the list of nominees 
provided for herein, appoint a person who shall be from 
the same legislative district, county or county commis- 
sioner district and of the same political party as the leg- 
islator or partisan county elective officer whose office has 
been vacated, and the person so appointed shall hold 
office until his successor is elected at the next general 
election, and shall have qualified: Provided, That in case 
of a vacancy occurring in the office of joint senator, or 
joint representative, the vacancy shall be filled from a 
list of three nominees selected by the state central com- 
mittee, by appointment by the joint action of the boards 
of county commissioners of the counties composing the 
joint senatorial or joint representative district, the person 
appointed to fill the vacancy must be from the same leg- 
islative district and of the same political party as the 
legislator whose office has been vacated, and in case a 
majority of said county commissioners do not agree upon 
the appointment within sixty days after the vacancy oc- 
curs, the governor shall within thirty days thereafter, 
and from the list of nominees provided for herein, ap- 
point a person who shall be from the same legislative 
district and of the same political party as the legislator 
whose office has been vacated. [AMENDMENT 52, 
part, 1967 Senate Joint Resolution No. 24, part. Ap- 
proved November 5, 1968.] 


Governmental continuity during emergency periods: Art. 2 $ 42. 
Vacancies in county, etc., offices, how filled: Art. 11 § 6. 


Amendment 32 (1956)--Art. 2 $ 15 VACANCIES IN LEGISLATURE 
AND IN PARTISAN COUNTY ELECTIVE OFFICE--Such vacancies as may 
occur in either house of the legislature or in any partisan county elec- 
tive office shall be filled by appointment by the board of county com- 
missioners of the county in which the vacancy occurs: Provided, That 
the person appointed to fill the vacancy must be from the same legis- 
lative district and the same political party as the legislator whose office 
has been vacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall be nomi- 
nated by the county central committee of that party, and the person so 
appointed shall hold office until his successor is elected at the next 
general election, and shall have qualified: Provided, That in case of a 
vacancy occurring in the office of joint senator, or joint representative, 
the vacancy shall be filled from a list of three nominees selected by the 
state central committee, by appointment by the joint action of the 
boards of county commissioners of the counties composing the joint 
senatorial or joint representative district, the person appointed to fill 
the vacancy must be from the same legislative district and of the same 
political party as the legislator whose office has been vacated, and in 
case a majority of said county commissioners do not agree upon the 
appointment within sixty days after the vacancy occurs, the governor 
shall within thirty days thereafter, and from the list of nominees pro- 
vided for herein, appoint a person who shall be from the same legisla- 
tive district and of the same political party as the legislator whose 
office has been vacated. [AMENDMENT 32, 1955 Senate Joint Res- 
olution No. 14, p 1862. Approved November 6, 1956.] 


Amendment 13 (1930)-- Агі. 2 5 15 VACANCIES IN LEGISLATURE-- 
Such vacancies as may occur in either house of the legislature shall be 
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filled by appointment by the board of county commissioners of the 
count y in which the vacancy occurs, and the person so appointed shall 
hold office until his successor is elected at the next general election, 
and shall have qualified: Provided, That in case of a vacancy occurring 
in the office of joint senator, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment 
by the joint action of the boards of county commissioners of the coun- 
ties composing the joint senatorial district. [AMENDMENT 13, 1929 
p 690. Approved November, 1930.] 


Original іехі--Агі. 2 $ 15 WRITS OF ELECTION TO FILL VACAN- 
CIES-- T he governor shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies 
as may occur in either house of the legislature. 


§ 16 PRIVILEGES FROM ARREST. Members of 
the legislature shall be privileged from arrest in all cases 
except treason, felony and breach of the peace; they 
shall not be subject to any civil process during the ses- 
sion of the legislature, nor for fifteen days next before 
the commencement of each session. 


$ 17 FREEDOM OF DEBATE. No member of the 
legislature shall be liable in any civil action or criminal 
prosecution whatever, for words spoken in debate. 


$ 18 STYLE OF LAWS. The style of the laws of 
the state shall be: "Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Washington." And no laws shall be enacted 
except by bill. 


$ 19 BILL TO CONTAIN ONE SUBJECT. No bill 
shall embrace more than one subject, and that shall be 
expressed in the title. 


520 ORIGIN AND AMENDMENT ОЕ BILLS. 
Any bill may originate in either house of the legislature, 
and a bill passed by one house may be amended in the 
other. 


$ 21 YEAS AND NAYS. The yeas and пауз of the 
members of either house shall be entered on the journal, 
on the demand of one-sixth of the members present. 


§ 22 PASSAGE OF BILLS. No bill shall become a 
law unless on its final passage the vote be taken by yeas 
and nays, the names of the members voting for and 
against the same be entered on the journal of each 
house, and a majority of the members elected to each 
house be recorded thereon as voting in its favor. 


Governmental continuity during emergency periods: Art. 2 $ 42. 


§ 23 COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. Each 
member of the legislature shall receive for his services 
five dollars for each day's attendance during the session, 
and ten cents for every mile he shall travel in going to 
and returning from the place of meeting of the legisla- 
ture, on the most usual route. 


Compensation of state officers: Art. 28 $ 1, Art. 30. 
Salaries of elective state officers: RCW 43.03.010. 


$ 24 LOTTERIES AND DIVORCE. The legislature 
shall never grant any divorce. Lotteries shall be prohib- 
ited except as specifically authorized upon the affirma- 
tive vote of sixty percent of the members of each house 
of the legislature or, notwithstanding any other provision 
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of this Constitution, by referendum or initiative ap- 
proved by a sixty percent affirmative vote of the electors 
voting thereon. [AMENDMENT 56, 1971 Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 5, p 1828. Approved November 7, 1972.] 


Original text--Art. 2 $ 24 LOTTERIES AND Divorce-- The legisla- 
ture shall never authorize any lottery or grant any divorce. 


5 25 EXTRA COMPENSATION PROHIBITED. 
The legislature shall never grant any extra compensation 
to any public officer, agent, employee, servant, or con- 
tractor, after the services shall have been rendered, or 
the contract entered into, nor shall the compensation of 
any public officer be increased or diminished during his 
term of office. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to 
prevent increases in pensions after such pensions shall 
have been granted. [AMENDMENT 35, 1957 Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 18, p 1301. Approved November 4, 
1958.] 


Compensation of state officers: Art. 28. 
Increase during term of certain officers, authorized: Art. 30 $ 1. 
Increase or diminution of compensation during term of office 
prohibited. 
county, city, town or municipal officers: Art. 11 $ 8. 
judicial officers: Art. 4 $ 13. 
state officers: Art. 3 § 25. 


Original text--Art. 2 5 25 ExTRA COMPENSATION, PROHIBITED-- 
The legislature shall never grant any extra compensation to any public 
officer, agent, servant, or contractor, after the services shall have been 
rendered, or the contract entered into, nor shall the compensation of 
any public officer be increased or diminished during his term of office. 


$ 26 SUITS AGAINST THE STATE. The legisla- 
ture shall direct by law, in what manner, and in what 
courts, suits may be brought against the state. 


$ 27 ELECTIONS VIVA VOCE VOTE. In all 
elections by the legislature the members shall vote viva 
voce, and their votes shall be entered on the journal. 


$ 28 SPECIAL LEGISLATION. The legislature is 
prohibited from enacting any private or special laws in 
the following cases: 

1. For changing the names of persons, or constituting 
one person the heir at law of another. 

2. For laying out, opening or altering highways, ex- 
cept in cases of state roads extending into more than one 
county, and military roads to aid in the construction of 
which lands shall have been or may be granted by 
congress. 

3. For authorizing persons to keep ferries wholly 
within this state. 

4. For authorizing the sale or mortgage of real or 
personal property of minors, or others under disability. 

5. For assessment or collection of taxes, or for ex- 
tending the time for collection thereof. 

6. For granting corporate powers or privileges. 

7. For authorizing the apportionment of any part of 
the school fund. 

8. For incorporating any town or village or to amend 
the charter thereof. 

9. From giving effect to invalid deeds, wills or other 
instruments. 
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10. Releasing or extinguishing in whole or in part, the 
indebtedness, liability or other obligation, of any person, 
or corporation to this state, or to any municipal corpo- 
ration therein. 

11. Declaring any person of age or authorizing any 
minor to sell, lease, or encumber his or her property. 

12. Legalizing, except as against the state, the unau- 
thorized or invalid act of any officer. 

13. Regulating the rates of interest on money. 

14. Remitting fines, penalties or forfeitures. 

15. Providing for the management of common schools. 

16. Authorizing the adoption of children. 

17. For limitation of civil or criminal actions. 

18. Changing county lines, locating or changing 
county seats, provided, this shall not be construed to ap- 
ply to the creation of new counties. 


Corporations for municipal purposes shall not be created by special 
laws: Art. 11 $ 10. 


$ 29 CONVICT LABOR. After the first day of Jan- 
uary eighteen hundred and ninety the labor of convicts 
of this state shall not be let out by contract to any per- 
son, copartnership, company or corporation, and the leg- 
islature shall by law provide for the working of convicts 
for the benefit of the state. 


§ 30 BRIBERY OR CORRUPT SOLICITATION. 
The offense of corrupt solicitation of members of the 
legislature, or of public officers of the state or any mu- 
nicipal division thereof, and any occupation or practice 
of solicitation of such members or officers to influence 
their official action, shall be defined by law, and shall be 
punished by fine and imprisonment. Any person may be 
compelled to testify in any lawful investigation or judi- 
cial proceeding against any person who may be charged 
with having committed the offense of bribery or corrupt 
solicitation, or practice of solicitation, and shall not be 
permitted to withhold his testimony on the ground that 
it may criminate himself or subject him to public in- 
famy, but such testimony shall not afterwards be used 
against him in any judicial proceeding except for 
perjury in giving such testimony and any person 
convicted of either of the offenses aforesaid, shall as part 
of the punishment therefor, be disqualified from ever 
holding any position of honor, trust or profit in this state. 
A member who has a private interest in any bill or mea- 
sure proposed or pending before the legislature, shall 
disclose the fact to the house of which he is a member, 
and shall not vote thereon. 


$ 31 LAWS, WHEN TO TAKE EFFECT. (This 
section stricken Бу AMENDMENT 7, 1911 House Bill 
No. 153, p 136. Approved November, 1912.] 


Original text--Art. 2 $ 31 Laws, WHEN TO ТАКЕ ErrFECT-- No 
law, except appropriation bills, shall take effect until ninety days after 
the adjournment of the session at which it was enacted, unless in case 
of an emergency (which emergency must be expressed in the preamble 
or in the body of the act) the legislature shall otherwise direct by a 
vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, said vote 
to be taken by yeas and nays and entered on the journals. 


Effective dates of laws: Art. 2 $8 1 and 41. 
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8 32 LAWS, HOW SIGNED. No bill shall become 
a law until the same shall have been signed by the pre- 
siding officer of each of the two houses in open session, 
and under such rules as the legislature shall prescribe. 


5 33 ALIEN OWNERSHIP. [Repealed by 
AMENDMENT 42, 1965 ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution 
No. 20, p 2816. Approved November 8, 1966.] 


Amendment 29 (1954)--Art. 2 $ 33 ALIEN OWNERSHIP-- The own- 
ership of lands by aliens, other than those who in good faith have de- 
clared their intention to become citizens of the United States, is 
prohibited in this state, except where acquired by inheritance, under 
mortgage or in good faith in the ordinary course of justice in the col- 
lection of debts; and all conveyances of lands hereafter made to any 
alien directly, or in trust for such alien, shall be void: Provided, That 
the provisions of this section shall not apply to lands containing valu- 
able deposits of minerals, metals, iron, coal, or fire clay, and the nec- 
essary land for mills and machinery to be used in the development 
thereof and the manufacture of the products therefrom: And provided 
further, That the provisions of this section shall not apply to the citi- 
zens of such of the Provinces of the Dominion of Canada as do not ex- 
pressly or by implication prohibit ownership of provincial lands by 
citizens of this state. [АМЕМОМЕМТ 29, 1953 House Joint Resolu- 
tion No. 16, p 853. Approved November 2, 1954.] 


Amendment 24 (1950)--Art. 2 $ 33 ALIEN OwNERSHIP-- The own- 
ership of lands by aliens, other than those who in good faith have de- 
clared their intention to become citizens of the United States, is 
prohibited in this state, except where acquired by inheritance, under 
mortgage or in good faith in the ordinary course of justice in the col- 
lection of debts, and all conveyances of lands hereafter made to any 
alien directly, or in trust for such alien, shall be void: Provided, That 
the provisions of this section shall not apply to lands containing valu- 
able deposits of minerals, metals, iron, coal, or fire clay, and the nec- 
essary land for mills and machinery to be used in the development 
thereof and the manufacture of the products therefrom: And provided 
further, That the provisions of this section shall not apply to the citi- 
zens of such of the Provinces of the Dominion of Canada as do not ex- 
pressly or by implication prohibit ownership of provincial lands by 
citizens of this state. Every corporation, the majority of the capital 
stock of which is owned by aliens, shall be considered an alien for the 
purposes of this prohibition. [AMENDMENT 24, 1949 Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 9, p 999. Approved November, 1950.] 


Original text--Art. 2 5 33 OWNERSHIP OF LANDS BY ALIENS, 
PROHIBITED--EXCEPTIONS-- The ownership of lands by aliens, other 
than those who in good faith have declared their intention to become 
citizens of the United States, is prohibited in this state, except where 
acquired by inheritance, under mortgage or in good faith in the ordi- 
nary course of justice in the collection of debts, and all conveyances of 
lands hereafter made to any alien directly or in trust for such alien 
shall be void: Provided, That the provisions of this section shall not 
apply to lands containing valuable deposits of minerals, metals, iron, 
coal, or fire-clay, and the necessary land for mills and machinery to be 
used in the development thereof and the manufacture of the products 
therefrom. Every corporation, the majority of the capital stock of 
which is owned by aliens, shall be considered on alien for the purposes 
of this prohibition. 


§ 34 BUREAU OF STATISTICS, AGRICULTURE 
AND IMMIGRATION. There shall be established in the 
office of the secretary of state, a bureau of statistics, ag- 
riculture and immigration, under such regulations as the 
legislature may provide. 


$ 35 PROTECTION OF EMPLOYEES. The legis- 
lature shall pass necessary laws for the protection of 
persons working in mines, factories and other employ- 
ments dangerous to life or deleterious to health; and fix 
pains and penalties for the enforcement of the same. 
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§ 36 WHEN BILLS MUST BE INTRODUCED. 
No bill shall be considered in either house unless the 
time of its introduction shall have been at least ten days 
before the final adjournment of the legislature, unless 
the legislature shall otherwise direct by a vote of two— 
thirds of all the members elected to each house, said 
vote to be taken by yeas and nays and entered upon the 
journal, or unless the same be at a special session. 


$ 37 REVISION OR AMENDMENT. No act shall 
ever be revised or amended by mere reference to its title, 
but the act revised or the section amended shall be set 
forth at full length. 


§ 38 LIMITATION ON AMENDMENTS. No 
amendment to any bill shall be allowed which shall 
change the scope and object of the bill. 


§ 39 FREE TRANSPORTATION TO PUBLIC 
OFFICER PROHIBITED. It shall not be lawful for any 
person holding public office in this state to accept or use 
a pass or to purchase transportation from any railroad or 
other corporation, other than as the same may be pur- 
chased by the general public, and the legislature shall 
pass laws to enforce this provision. 


5 40 HIGHWAY FUNDS. АП fees collected by the 
State of Washington as license fees for motor vehicles 
and all excise taxes collected by the State of Washington 
on the sale, distribution or use of motor vehicle fuel and 
all other state revenue intended to be used for highway 
purposes, shall be paid into the state treasury and placed 
in a special fund to be used exclusively for highway pur- 
poses. Such highway purposes shall be construed to in- 
clude the following: 

(a) The necessary operating, engineering and legal 
expenses connected with the administration of public 
highways, county roads and city streets; 

(b) The construction, reconstruction, maintenance, re- 
pair, and betterment of public highways, county roads, 
bridges and city streets; including the cost and expense 
of (1) acquisition of rights—of—way, (2) installing, main- 
taining and operating traffic signs and signal lights, (3) 
policing by the state of public highways, (4) operation of 
movable span bridges, (5) operation of ferries which are 
a part of any public highway, county road, or city street; 

(c) The payment or refunding of any obligation of the 
State of Washington, or any political subdivision 
thereof, for which any of the revenues described in sec- 
tion 1 may have been legally pledged prior to the effec- 
tive date of this act; 

(d) Refunds authorized by law for taxes paid on mo- 
tor vehicle fuels; 

(e) The cost of collection of any revenues described in 
this section: 

Provided, That this section shall not be construed to 
include revenue from general or special taxes or excises 
not levied primarily for highway purposes, or apply to 
vehicle operator's license fees or any excise tax imposed 
on motor vehicles or the use thereof in lieu of a property 
tax thereon, or fees for certificates of ownership of motor 
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vehicles. [AMENDMENT 18, 1943 House Joint Resolu- 
tion No. 4, p 938. Approved November, 1944.] 


8 41 LAWS, EFFECTIVE DATE, INITIATIVE, 
REFERENDUM AMENDMENT OR REPEAL. No 
act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall take effect 
until ninety days after the adjournment of the session at 
which it was enacted. No act, law or bill approved by a 
majority of the electors voting thereon shall be amended 
or repealed by the legislature within a period of two 
years following such enactment: Provided, That any such 
act, law or bill may be amended within two years after 
such enactment at any regular or special session of the 
legislature by a vote of two-thirds of all the members 
elected to each house with full compliance with section 
12, Article III, of the Washington Constitution, and no 
amendatory law adopted in accordance with this provi- 
sion shall be subject to referendum. But such enactment 
may be amended or repealed at any general regular or 
special election by direct vote of the people thereon. 
These provisions supersede the provisions of subsection 
(c) of section 1 of this article as amended by the seventh 
amendment to the Constitution of this state. 
(AMENDMENT 26, 1951 Substitute Senate Joint Res- 
olution No. 7, p 959. Approved November 4, 1952.] 


Reviser's note: (1) In third sentence, comma between "general" and 
"regular" omitted in conformity with enrolled resolution. 

(2) Subsection (c) of section 1 of this article was amended by 
Amendment 72, approved November 3, 1981. 


§ 42 GOVERNMENTAL CONTINUITY DURING 
EMERGENCY PERIODS. The legislature, in order to 
insure continuity of state and local governmental opera- 
tions in periods of emergency resulting from enemy at- 
tack, shall have the power and the duty, immediately 
upon and after adoption of this amendment, to enact 
legislation providing for prompt and temporary succes- 
sion to the powers and duties of public offices of what- 
ever nature and whether filled by election or 
appointment, the incumbents and legal successors of 
which may become unavailable for carrying on the pow- 
ers and duties of such offices; the legislature shall like- 
wise enact such other measures as may be necessary and 
proper for insuring the continuity of governmental oper- 
ations during such emergencies. Legislation enacted un- 
der the powers conferred by this amendment shall in all 
respects conform to the remainder of the Constitution: 
Provided, That if, in the judgment of the legislature at 
the time of disaster, conformance to the provisions of the 
Constitution would be impracticable or would admit of 
undue delay, such legislation may depart during the pe- 
riod of emergency caused by enemy attack only, from 
the following sections of the Constitution: 

Article 14, Sections 1 and 2, Seat of Government; 

Article 2, Sections 8, 15 (Amendments 13 and 32), 
and 22, Membership, Quorum of Legislature and Pas- 
sage of Bills; 

Article 3, Section 10 (Amendment 6), Succession to 
Governorship: Provided, That the legislature shall not 
depart from Section 10, Article III, as amended by 
Amendment 6, of the state Constitution relating to the 
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Governor's office so long as any successor therein named 
is available and capable of assuming the powers and du- 
ties of such office as therein prescribed; 
Article 3, Section 13, Vacancies in State Offices; 
Article 11, Section 6, Vacancies in County Offices; 
Article 11, Section 2, Seat of County Government; 
Article 3, Section 24, State Records. [АМЕМОМЕМТ 
39, 1961 House Joint Resolution No. 9, p 2758. Ap- 
proved November, 1962.] 


Continuit y of government act: Chapter 42.14 RCW. 


§ 43 REDISTRICTING. (1) In January of each 
year ending in one, a commission shall be established to 
provide for the redistricting of state legislative and con- 
gressional districts. 

(2) The commission shall be composed of five mem- 
bers to be selected as follows: The legislative leader of 
the two largest political parties in each house of the leg- 
islature shall appoint one voting member to the commis- 
sion by January 15їһ of each year ending in one. Ву 
January 3lst of each year ending in one, the four ар- 
pointed members, by an affirmative vote of at least 
three, shall appoint the remaining member. The fifth 
member of the commission, who shall be nonvoting, shall 
act as its chairperson. If any appointing authority fails 
to make the required appointment by the date estab- 
lished by this subsection, within five days after that date 
the supreme court shall make the required appointment. 

(3) No elected official and no person elected to legis- 
lative district, county, or state political party office may 
serve on the commission. А commission member shall 
not have been an elected official and shall not have been 
an elected legislative district, county, or state political 
party officer within two years of his or her appointment 
to the commission. The provisions of this subsection do 
not apply to the office of precinct committee person. 

(4) The legislature shall enact laws providing for the 
implementation of this section, to include additional 
qualifications for commissioners and additional stand- 
ards to govern the commission. The legislature shall ap- 
propriate funds to enable the commission to carry out its 
duties. 

(5) Each district shall contain a population, excluding 
nonresident military personnel, as nearly equal as prac- 
ticable to the population of any other district. To the 
extent reasonable, each district shall contain contiguous 
territory, shall be compact and convenient, and shall be 
separated from adjoining districts by natural geographic 
barriers, artificial barriers, or political subdivision 
boundaries. The commission's plan shall not provide for 
a number of legislative districts different than that es- 
tablished by the legislature. The commission's plan shall 
not be drawn purposely to favor or discriminate against 
any political party or group. 

(6) The commission shall complete redistricting as 
soon as possible following the federal decennial census, 
but no later than January Ist of each year ending іп two. 
At least three of the voting members shall approve such 
a redistricting plan. If three of the voting members of 
the commission fail to approve a plan within the time 
limitations provided in this subsection, the supreme 
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court shall adopt a plan by April 30th of the year ending 
in two in conformance with the standards set forth in 
subsection (5) of this section. 

(7) The legislature may amend the redistricting plan 
but must do so by a two-thirds vote of the legislators 
elected or appointed to each house of the legislature. 
Any amendment must have passed both houses by the 
end of the thirtieth day of the first session convened af- 
ter the commission has submitted its plan to the legisla- 
ture. After that day, the plan, with any legislative 
amendments, constitutes the state districting law. 

(8) The legislature shall enact laws providing for the 
reconvening of a commission for the purpose of modify- 
ing a districting law adopted under this section. Such 
reconvening requires a two-thirds vote of the legislators 
elected or appointed to each house of the legislature. 
The commission shall conform to the standards pre- 
scribed under subsection (5) of this section and any 
other standards or procedures that the legislature may 
provide by law. At least three of the voting members 
shall approve such a modification. Any modification 
adopted by the commission may be amended by a two- 
thirds vote of the legislators elected and appointed to 
each house of the legislature. The state districting law 
shall include the modifications with amendments, if any: 

(9) The legislature shall prescribe by law the terms of 
commission members and the method of filling vacancies 
on the commission. 

(10) The supreme court has original jurisdiction to 
hear and decide all cases involving congressional and 
legislative redistricting. 

(11) Legislative and congressional districts may not be 
changed or established except pursuant to this section. A 
districting plan and any legislative amendments to the 
plan are not subject to Article III, section 12 of this 
Constitution. [AMENDMENT 74, 1983 Substitute Sen- 
ate Joint Resolution No. 103. Approved November 8, 
1983.] 


ARTICLE III 
THE EXECUTIVE 


5 1 EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. The executive 
department shall consist of a governor, lieutenant gover- 
nor, secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, attorney gen- 
eral, superintendent of public instruction, and a 
commissioner of public lands, who shall be severally 
chosen by the qualified electors of the state at the same 
time and place of voting as for the members of the 
legislature. 


$2 GOVERNOR, TERM OF OFFICE. The su- 
preme executive power of this state shall be vested in a 
governor, who shall hold his office for a term of four 
years, and until his successor is elected and qualified. 


$ 3 OTHER EXECUTIVE OFFICERS, TERMS 
OF OFFICE. The lieutenant governor, secretary of state, 
treasurer, auditor, attorney general, superintendent of 
public instruction, and commissioner of public lands, 
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shall hold their offices for four years respectively, and 
until their successors are elected and qualified. 


§ 4 RETURNS OF ELECTIONS, CANVASS, ETC. 
The returns of every election for the officers named in 
the first section of this article shall be sealed up and 
transmitted to the seat of government by the returning 
officers, directed to the secretary of state, who shall de- 
liver the same to the speaker of the house of representa- 
tives at the first meeting of the house thereafter, who 
shall open, publish and declare the result thereof in the 
presence of a majority of the members of both houses. 
The person having the highest number of votes shall be 
declared duly elected, and a certificate thereof shall be 
Biven to such person, signed by the presiding officers of 
both houses; but if any two or more shall be highest and 
equal in votes for the same office, one of them shall be 
chosen by the joint vote of both houses. Contested elec- 
tions for such officers shall be decided by the legislature 
in such manner as shall be determined by law. The 
terms of all officers named in section one of this article 
shall commence on the second Monday in January after 
their election until otherwise provided by law. 


5 5 GENERAL DUTIES OF GOVERNOR. The 
governor may require information in writing from the 
officers of the state upon any subject relating to the du- 
ties of their respective offices, and shall see that the laws 
are faithfully executed. 


$ 6 MESSAGES. He shall communicate at every 
session by message to the legislature the condition of the 
affairs of the state, and recommend such measures as he 
shall deem expedient for their action. 


$ 7 EXTRA LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS. He may, 
on extraordinary occasions, convene the legislature by 
proclamation, in which shall be stated the purposes for 
which the legislature is convened. 


Extraordinary sessions to reconsider vetoes: Art. 3 $ 12. 


$88 COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. He shall be com- 
mander-in-chief of the military in the state except when 
they shall be called into the service of the United States. 


5 9 PARDONING POWER. The pardoning power 
shall be vested in the governor under such regulations 
and restrictions as may be prescribed by law. 


$ 10 VACANCY IN OFFICE OF GOVERNOR. In 
case of the removal, resignation, death or disability of 
the governor, the duties of the office shall devolve upon 
the lieutenant governor; and in case of a vacancy in both 
the offices of governor and lieutenant governor, the du- 
ties of the governor shall devolve upon the secretary of 
state. In addition to the line of succession to the office 
and duties of governor as hereinabove indicated, if the 
necessity shall arise, in order to fill the vacancy in the 
office of governor, the following state officers shall suc- 
ceed to the duties of governor and in the order named, 
viz.: Treasurer, auditor, attorney general, superintendent 
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of public instruction and commissioner of public lands. 
In case of the death, disability, failure or refusal of the 
person regularly elected to the office of governor to 
qualify at the time provided by law, the duties of the 
office shall devolve upon the person regularly elected to 
and qualified for the office of lieutenant governor, who 
shall act as governor until the disability be removed, or a 
governor be elected; and in case of the death, disability, 
failure or refusal of both the governor and the lieutenant 
governor elect to qualify, the duties of the governor shall 
devolve upon the secretary of state; and in addition to 
the line of succession to the office and duties of governor 
as hereinabove indicated, if there shall be the failure or 
refusal of any officer named above to qualify, and if the 
necessity shall arise by reason thereof, then in that event 
in order to fill the vacancy in the office of governor, the 
following state officers shall succeed to the duties of 
governor in the order named, viz: Treasurer, auditor, at- 
torney general, superintendent of public instruction and 
commissioner of public lands. Any person succeeding to 
the office of governor as in this section provided, shall 
perform the duties of such office only until the disability 
be removed, or a governor be elected and qualified; and 
if a vacancy occur more than thirty days before the next 
general election occurring within two years after the 
commencement of the term, a person shall be elected at 
such election to fill the office of governor for the re- 
mainder of the unexpired term. [AMENDMENT 6, 
1909 p 642 8 1. Approved November, 1910.] 


Governmental continuity during emergency periods: Art. 2 $ 42. 


Original text--Art. 3 $ 10 VACANCY IN--/n case of the removal, 
resignation, death, or disability of the governor, the duties of the office 
shall devolve upon the lieutenant governor, and in case of a vacancy in 
both the offices of governor and lieutenant governor, the duties of 
governor shall devolve upon the secretary of state, who shall act as 
governor until the disability be removed or a governor elected. 


$ 11 REMISSION OF FINES AND FORFEI- 
TURES. The governor shall have power to remit fines 
and forfeitures, under such regulations as may be pre- 
scribed by law, and shall report to the legislature at its 
next meeting each case of reprieve, commutation or par- 
don granted, and the reasons for granting the same, and 
also the names of all persons in whose favor remission of 
fines and forfeitures shall have been made, and the sev- 
eral amounts remitted and the reasons for the remission. 


§ 12 VETO POWERS. Every act which shall have 
passed the legislature shall be, before it becomes a law, 
presented to the governor. If he approves, he shall sign 
it; but if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to 
that house in which it shall have originated, which house 
shall enter the objections at large upon the journal and 
proceed to reconsider. II, after such reconsideration, 
two-thirds of the members present shall agree to pass 
the bill it shall be sent, together with the objections, to 
the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsid- 
ered, and if approved by two-thirds of the members 
present, it shall become a law; but in all such cases the 
vote of both houses shall be determined by the yeas and 
nays, and the names of the members voting for or 
against the bill shall be entered upon the journal of each 
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house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by 
the governor within five days, Sundays excepted, after it 
shall be presented to him, it shall become a law without 
his signature, unless the general adjournment shall pre- 
vent its return, in which case it shall become a law un- 
less the governor, within twenty days next after the 
adjournment, Sundays excepted, shall file such bill with 
his objections thereto, in the office of secretary of state, 
who shall lay the same before the legislature at its next 
session in like manner as if it had been returned by the 
governor: Provided, That within forty—five days next af- 
ter the adjournment, Sundays excepted, the legislature 
may, upon petition by a two-thirds majority or more of 
the membership of each house, reconvene in extraordi- 
nary session, not to exceed five days duration, solely to 
reconsider any bills vetoed. If any bill presented to the 
governor contain several sections or appropriation items, 
he may object to one or more sections or appropriation 
items while approving other portions of the bill: Pro- 
vided, That he may not object to less than an entire sec- 
tion, except that if the section contain one or more 
appropriation items he may object to any such appropri- 
ation item or items. In case of objection he shall append 
to the bill, at the time of signing it, a statement of the 
section or sections, appropriation item or items to which 
he objects and the reasons therefor; and the section or 
sections, appropriation item or items so objected to shall 
not take effect unless passed over the governor's objec- 
tion, as hereinbefore provided. The provisions of Article 
II, section 12 insofar as they are inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed. [AMENDMENT 62, 1974 Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 140. Approved November 5, 1974.] 


Veto power withheld from initiated and referred measures: Art. 2 $ I. 


Original text--Art. 3 $ 12 Vero Power--Every act which shall 
have passed the legislature shall be, before it becomes a law, presented 
to the governor. If he approves, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall re- 
turn it, with his objections, to that house in which it shall have origi- 
nated, which house shall enter the objections at large upon the journal 
and proceed to reconsider. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of 
the members present shall agree to pass the bill it shall be sent, to- 
gether with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall like- 
wise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of the members 
present, it shall become a law, but in all cases the vote of both houses 
shall be determined by the yeas and nays, and the names of the mem- 
bers voting for or against the bill shall be entered upon the journal of 
each house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the gover- 
nor within five days, Sundays excepted, after it shall be presented to 
him, it shall become a law without his signature, unless the general 
adjournment shall prevent its return, in which case it shall become a 
law unless the governor, within ten days next after the adjournment, 
Sundays excepted, shall file such bill with his objections thereto, in the 
office of secretary of state, who shall lay the same before the legisla- 
ture at its next session in like manner as if it had been returned by the 
governor. If any bill presented to the governor contain several sections 
or items, he may object to one or more sections or items while approv- 
ing other portions of the bill. In such case he shall append to the bill, 
at the time of signing it, a statement of the section, or sections, item or 
items to which he objects and the reasons therefor, and the section or 
sections, item or items so objected to, shall not take effect unless 
passed over the governor's objection, as hereinbefore provided. 


Veto power does not extend to initiated or referred measures: Art. 2 $ 


I(ძ). 


5 13 VACANCY IN APPOINTIVE OFFICE. 
When, during a recess of the legislature, a vacancy shall 
happen in any office, the appointment to which is vested 
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in the legislature, or when at any time a vacancy shall 
have occurred in any other state office, for the filling of 
which vacancy no provision is made elsewhere in this 
Constitution, the governor shall fill such vacancy by ap- 
pointment, which shall expire when a successor shall 
have been elected and qualified. 

Appointment of governing boards of educational, reformatory and pe- 

nal institutions: Art. 13 $ 1. 
Governmental continuit y during emergency periods: Art. 2 $ 42. 


$ 14 SALARY. The governor shall receive an an- 
nual salary of four thousand dollars, which may be in- 
creased by law, but shall never exceed six thousand 
dollars per annum. 


Compensation of state officers: Art. 28 8 1, Art. 30. 
Salaries of elective state officers: RCW 43.03.010. 


§ 15 COMMISSIONS, HOW ISSUED. All com- 
missions shall issue in the name of the state, shall be 
signed by the governor, sealed with the seal of the state, 
and attested by the secretary of state. 


5 16 LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, DUTIES AND 
SALARY. The lieutenant governor shall be presiding of- 
ficer of the state senate, and shall discharge such other 
duties as may be prescribed by law. He shall receive an 
annual salary of one thousand dollars, which may be in- 
creased by the legislature, but shall never exceed three 
thousand dollars per annum. 


Compensation of state officers: Art. 28 8 1, Art. 30. 
Salaries of elective state officers: RCW 43.03.010. 


§ 17 SECRETARY OF STATE, DUTIES AND 
SALARY. The secretary of state shall keep a record of 
the official acts of the legislature, and executive depart- 
ment of the state, and shall, when required, lay the 
same, and all matters relative thereto, before either 
branch of the legislature, and shall perform such other 
duties as shall be assigned him by law. He shall receive 
an annual salary of twenty-five hundred dollars, which 
may be increased by the legislature, but shall never ex- 
ceed three thousand dollars per annum. 


Compensation of state officers: Art. 28 8 1, Art. 30. 
Salaries of elective state officers: RCW 43.03.010. 


$ 18 SEAL. There shall be a seal of the state kept 
by the secretary of state for official purposes, which shall 
be called, "The Seal of the State of Washington." 


Design of the Seal: Art. 18 $ 1. 
State seal: RCW 1.20.080. 


$ 19 STATE TREASURER, DUTIES AND SAL- 
ARY. The treasurer shall perform such duties as shall be 
prescribed by law. He shall receive an annual salary of 
two thousand dollars, which may be increased by the 
legislature, but shall never exceed four thousand dollars 
per annum. 


Compensation of state officers: Art. 28 $ 1, Art. 30. 
Salaries of elective state officers: RCW 43.03.010. 
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5 20 STATE AUDITOR, DUTIES AND SALARY. 
The auditor shall be auditor of public accounts, and 
shall have such powers and perform such duties in con- 
nection therewith as may be prescribed by law. He shall 
receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars, which 
may be increased by the legislature, but shall never ex- 
ceed three thousand dollars per annum. 


Compensation of state officers: Art. 28 $ 1, Art. 30. 
Salaries of elective state officers: RCW 43.03.010. 


§ 21 ATTORNEY GENERAL, DUTIES AND 
SALARY. The attorney general shall be the legal adviser 
of the state officers, and shall perform such other duties 
as may be prescribed by law. He shall receive an annual 
salary of two thousand dollars, which may be increased 
by the legislature, but shall never exceed thirty—five 
hundred dollars per annum. 


Compensation of state officers: Art. 28 $ 1, Art. 30. 
Salaries of elective state officers: RCW 43.03.010. 


8 22 SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC IN- 
STRUCTION, DUTIES AND SALARY. The superin- 
tendent of public instruction shall have supervision over 
all matters pertaining to public schools, and shall per- 
form such specific duties as may be prescribed by law. 
He shall receive an annual salary of twenty-five hundred 
dollars, which may be increased by law, but shall never 
exceed four thousand dollars per annum. 


Compensation of state officers: Art. 28 $ 1, Art. 30. 
Salaries of elective state officers: RCW 43.03.010. 


5 23 COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC LANDS—— 
COMPENSATION. The commissioner of public lands 
shall perform such duties and receive such compensation 
as the legislature may direct. 


$ 24 RECORDS, WHERE KEPT, ETC. The gover- 
nor, secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, superintendent 
of public instruction, commissioner of public lands and 
attorney general shall severally keep the public records, 
books and papers relating to their respective offices, at 
the seat of government, at which place also the governor, 
secretary of state, treasurer and auditor shall reside. 


Governmental continuity during emergency periods: Art. 2 $ 42. 


8 25 QUALIFICATIONS, COMPENSATION, OF- 
FICES WHICH MAY BE ABOLISHED. No person, 
except a citizen of the United States and a qualified 
elector of this state, shall be eligible to hold any state 
office. The compensation for state officers shall not be 
increased or diminished during the term for which they 
shall have been elected. The legislature may in its dis- 
cretion abolish the offices of the lieutenant governor, au- 
ditor and commissioner of public lands. 
[AMENDMENT 31, 1955 Senate Joint Resolution No. 
6, p 1861. Approved November 6, 1956.] 


Authorizing compensation increase during term: Art. 30 $ 1. 
Increase or diminution of compensation during term of office 
prohibited. 
county, city, town or municipal officers: Art. 11 $ 8. 
Judicial officers: Art. 4 $ 13. 
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public officers: Art. 2 $ 25. 


Original text--Art. 3 $ 25 QuALIFICATIONS-- No person, except а 
citizen of the United States and a qualified elector of this state, shall 
be eligible to hold any state office, and the state treasurer shall be in- 
eligible for the term succeeding that for which he was elected. The 
compensation for state officers shall not be increased or diminished 
during the term for which they shall have been elected. The legislature 
may in its discretion abolish the offices of the lieutenant governor, au- 
ditor and commissioner of public lands. 


ARTICLE IV 
THE JUDICIARY 


$ 1 JUDICIAL POWER, WHERE VESTED. The 
judicial power of the state shall be vested in a supreme 
court, superior courts, justices of the peace, and such in- 
ferior courts as the legislature may provide. 


Court of appeals: Art. 4 $ 29. 


$ 2 SUPREME COURT. The supreme court shall 
consist of five judges, a majority of whom shall be nec- 
essary to form a quorum, and pronounce a decision. The 
said court shall always be open for the transaction of 
business except on nonjudicial days. In the determina- 
tion of causes all decisions of the court shall be given in 
writing and the grounds of the decision shall be stated. 
The legislature may increase the number of judges of the 
supreme court from time to time and may provide for 
separate departments of said court. 


8 2(а) TEMPORARY PERFORMANCE Or JUDI- 
CIAL DUTIES. When necessary for the preinpt and or- 
derly administration of justice a majority of the 
Supreme Court is empowered to authorize judges or re- 
tired judges of courts of record of this state, to perform, 
temporarily, judicial duties in the Supreme Court, and 
to authorize any superior court judge to perform judicial 
duties in апу superior court of this state. 
[AMENDMENT 38, 1961 House Joint Resolution No. 
6, p 2757. Approved November, 1962.] 


$3 ELECTION AND TERMS OF SUPREME 
JUDGES. The judges of the supreme court shall be 
elected by thc qualified electors of the state at large at 
the general state election at the times and places at 
which state officers are elected, unless some other time 
be provided by the legislature. The first election of 
judges of the supreme court shall be at the election 
which shall be held upon the adoption of this Constitu- 
tion and the judges elected thereat shall be classified by 
lot, so that two shall hold their office for the term of 
three years, two for the term of five years, and one for 
the term of seven years. The lot shall be drawn by the 
judges who shall for that purpose assemble at the seat of 
government, and they shall cause the result thereof to be 
certified to the secretary of state, and filed in his office. 
The judge having the shortest term to serve not holding 
his office by appointment or election to fill a vacancy, 
shall be the chief justice, and shall preside at all sessions 
of the supreme court, and in case there shall be two 
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judges having in like manner the same short term, the 
other judges of the supreme court shall determine which 
of them shall be chief justice. In case of the absence of 
the chief justice, the judge having in like manner the 
shortest or next shortest term to serve shall preside. Af- 
ter the first election the terms of judges elected shall be 
six years from and after the second Monday in January 
next succeeding their election. If a vacancy occur in the 
office of a judge of the supreme court the governor shall 
appoint a person to hold the office until the election and 
qualification of a judge to fill the vacancy, which election 
shall take place at the next succeeding general election, 
and the judge so elected shall hold the office for the re- 
mainder of the unexpired term. The term of office of the 
judges of the supreme court, first elected, shall com- 
mence as soon as the state shall have been admitted into 
the Union, and continue for the term herein provided, 
and until their successors are elected and qualified. The 
sessions of the supreme court shall be held at the seat of 
government until otherwise provided by law. 


§ 3(a) RETIREMENT OF SUPREME COURT 
AND SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES. A judge of the 
supreme court or the superior court shall retire from ju- 
dicial office at the end of the calendar year in which he 
aitains the age of seventy-five years. The legislature 
may, from time to time, fix a lesser age for mandatory 
retirement, not earlier than the end of the calendar year 
in which any such judge attains the age of seventy years, 
as the legislature deems proper. This provision shall not 
affect the term to which any such judge shall have been 
elected or appointed prior to, or at the time of, approval 
and ratification of this provision. Notwithstanding the 
limitations of this section, the legislature may by general 
law authorize or require the retirement of judges for 
physical or mental disability, or any cause rendering 
judges incapable of performing their judicial duties. 
[AMENDMENT 25, 1951 House Joint Resolution No. 
6, p 960. Approved November 4, 1952.] 


5 4 JURISDICTION. The supreme court shall have 
original jurisdiction in habeas corpus, and quo warranto 
and mandamus as to all state officers, and appellate ju- 
risdiction in all actions and proceedings, excepting that 
its appellate jurisdiction shall not extend to civil actions 
at law for the recovery of money or personal property 
when the original amount in controversy, or the value of 
the property does not exceed the sum of two hundred 
dollars ($200) unless the action involves the legality of a 
tax, impost, assessment, toll, municipal fine, or the va- 
lidity of a statute. The supreme court shall also have 
power to issue writs of mandamus, review, prohibition, 
habeas corpus, certiorari and all other writs necessary 
and proper to the complete exercise of its appellate and 
revisory jurisdiction. Each of the judges shall have power 
to issue writs of habeas corpus to any part of the state 
upon petition by or on behalf of any person held in ac- 
tual custody, and may make such writs returnable before 
himself, or before the supreme court, or before any su- 
perior court of the state or any judge thereof. 
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$5 SUPERIOR COURT ELECTION ОЕ 
JUDGES, TERMS OF, ETC. There shall be in each of 
the organized counties of this state a superior court for 
which at least one judge shall be elected by the qualified 
electors of the county at the general state election: Pro- 
vided, That until otherwise directed by the legislature 
one judge only shall be elected for the counties of 
Spokane and Stevens; one judge for the county of 
Whitman; one judge for the counties of Lincoln, 
Okanogan, Douglas and Adams; one judge for the coun- 
ties of Walla Walla and Franklin; one judge for the 
counties of Columbia, Garfield and Asotin; one judge for 
the counties of Kittitas, Yakima and Klickitat; one judge 
for the counties of Clarke, Skamania, Pacific, Cowlitz 
and Wahkiakum; one judge for the counties of Thurston, 
Chehalis, Mason and Lewis; one judge for the county of 
Pierce; one judge for the county of King; one judge for 
the counties of Jefferson, Island, Kitsap, San Juan and 
Clallam; and one judge for the counties of Whatcom, 
Skagit and Snohomish. In any county where there shall 
be more than one superior judge, there may be as many 
sessions of the superior court at the same time as there 
are judges thereof, and whenever the governor shall di- 
rect a superior judge to hold court in any county other 
than that for which he has been elected, there may be as 
many sessions of the superior court in said county at the 
same time as there are judges therein or assigned to duty 
therein by the governor, and the business of the court 
shall be so distributed and assigned by law or in the ab- 
sence of legislation therefor, by such rules and orders of 
court as shall best promote and secure the convenient 
and expeditious transaction thereof. The judgments, de- 
crees, orders and proceedings of any session of the supe- 
rior court held by any one or more of the judges of such 
court shall be equally effectual as if all the judges of said 
court presided at such session. The first superior judges 
elected under this Constitution shall hold their offices for 
the period of three years, and until their successors shall 
be elected and qualified, and thereafter the term of office 
of all superior judges in this state shall be for four years 
from the second Monday in January next succeeding 
their election and until their successors are elected and 
qualified. The first election of judges of the superior 
court shall be at the election held for the adoption of this 
Constitution. If a vacancy occurs in the office of judge of 
the superior court, the governor shall appoint a person to 
hold the office until the election and qualification of a 
judge to fill the vacancy, which election shall be at the 
next succeeding general election, and the judge so 
elected shall hold office for the remainder of the unex- 
pired term. 


Supreme court may authorize superior court judge to perform judicial 
duties in any superior court: Art. 4 $ 2(a). 


$ 6 JURISDICTION OF SUPERIOR COURTS. 
The superior court shall have original jurisdiction in all 
cases in equity and in all cases at law which involve the 
title or possession of real property, or the legality of any 
tax, impost, assessment, toll, or municipal fine, and in all 
other cases in which the demand or the value of the 
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property in controversy amounts to three thousand dol- 
lars or as otherwise determined by law, or a lesser sum 
in excess of the jurisdiction granted to justices of the 
peace and other inferior courts, and in all criminal cases 
amounting to felony, and in all cases of misdemeanor 
not otherwise provided for by law; of actions of forcible 
entry and detainer; of proceedings in insolvency; of ac- 
tions to prevent or abate a nuisance; of all matters of 
probate, of divorce, and for annulment of marriage; and 
for such special cases and proceedings as are not other- 
wise provided for. The superior court shall also have 
original jurisdiction in all cases and of all proceedings in 
which jurisdiction shall not have been by law vested ex- 
clusively in some other court; and said court shall have 
the power of naturalization and to issue papers therefor. 
They shall have such appellate jurisdiction in cases aris- 
ing in justices' and other inferior courts in their respec- 
tive counties as may be prescribed by law. They shall 
always be open, except on nonjudicial days, and their 
process shall extend to all parts of the state. Said courts 
and their judges shall have power to issue writs of man- 
damus, quo warranto, review, certiorari, prohibition, and 
writs of habeas corpus, on petition by or on behalf of 
any person in actual custody in their respective counties. 
Injunctions and writs of prohibition and of habeas cor- 
pus may be issued and served on legal holidays and non- 
judicial days. [AMENDMENT 65, part, 1977 Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 113. Approved November 8, 1977.] 


Amendment 65 also amended Art. 4 § 10. 


Amendment 28, part (1952)--Art. 4 § 6 JURISDICTION OF SUPERIOR 
Courts--The superior court shall have original jurisdiction in all 
cases in equity and in all cases at law which involve the title or posses- 
sion of real property, or the legality of any tax, impost, assessment, 
toll, or municipal fine, and in all other cases in which the demand or 
the value of the property in controversy amounts to one thousand dol- 
lars, or a lesser sum in excess of the jurisdiction granted to justices of 
the peace and other inferior courts, and in all criminal cases amount- 
ing to felony, and in all cases of misdemeanor not otherwise provided 
for by law; of actions of forcible entry and detainer, of proceedings in 
insolvency, of actions to prevent or abate a nuisance; of all matters of 
probate, of divorce, and for annulment of marriage; and for such spe- 
cial cases and proceedings as are not otherwise provided for. The supe- 
rior court shall also have original jurisdiction in all cases and of all 
proceedings in which jurisdiction shall not have been by law vested ex- 
clusively in some other court; and said court shall have the power of 
naturalization and to issue papers therefor. They shall have such ap- 
pellate jurisdiction in cases arising in justices and other inferior courts 
in their respective counties as may be prescribed by law. They shall 
always be open, except on nonjudicial days, and their process shall ex- 
tend to all parts of the state. Said courts and their judges shall have 
power to issue writs of mandamus, quo warranto, review, certiorari, 
prohibition, and writs of habeas corpus, on petition by or on behalf of 
any person in actual custody in their respective counties. Injunctions 
and writs of prohibition and of habeas corpus may be issued and served 
on legal holidays and nonjudicial days. [AMENDMENT 28, part, 
1951 Substitute House Joint Resolution No. 13, p 962. Approved 
November 4, 1952.] 


Note: Amendment 28 also amended Art. 4 § 10. 


Original text--Art. 4 $ 6 JURISDICTION OF SUPERIOR CounTs-- 
The superior court shall have original jurisdiction in all cases in equity, 
and in all cases at law which involve the title or possession of real 
property, or the legality of any tax, impost, assessment, toll or munici- 
pal fine, and in all other cases in which the demand, or the value of the 
property in controversy amounts to one hundred dollars, and in all 
criminal cases amounting to felony, and in all cases of misdemeanor 
not otherwise provided for by law, of actions of forcible entry and de- 
tainer, of proceedings in insolvency, of actions to prevent or abate a 
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nuisance, of all matters of probate, of divorce, and for annulment of 
marriage; and for such special cases and proceedings as are not other- 
wise provided for. The superior court shall also have original jurisdic- 
tion in all cases and of all proceedings in which jurisdiction shall not 
have been by law vested exclusively in some other court; and said court 
shall have the power of naturalization, and to issue papers therefor. 
They shall have such appellate jurisdiction in cases arising in justice's 
and other inferior courts in their respective counties as may be pre- 
scribed by law. They shall be always open except on non-judicial days, 
and their process shall extend to all parts of the state. Said courts and 
their judges shall have power to issue writs of mandamus, quo war- 
ranto, review, certiorari, prohibition, and writs of habeas corpus on pe- 
tition by or on behalf of any person in actual custody in their 
respective counties. Injunctions and writs of prohibition and of habeas 
corpus may be issued and served on legal holidays and non-judicial 
days. 


$87 EXCHANGE OF JUDGES——JUDGE PRO 
TEMPORE. The judge of any superior court may hold a 
superior court in any county at the request of the judge 
of the superior court thereof, and upon the request of the 
governor it shall be his duty to do so. A case in the su- 
perior court may be tried by a judge, pro tempore, who 
must be a member of the bar, agreed upon in writing by 
the parties litigant, or their attorneys of record, ap- 
proved by the court and sworn to try the case. 


5 8 ABSENCE OF JUDICIAL OFFICER. Any ju- 
dicial officer who shall absent himself from the state for 
more than sixty consecutive days shall be deemed to 
have forfeited his office: Provided, That in cases of ex- 
treme necessity the governor may extend the leave of 
absence such time as the necessity therefor shall exist. 


8 9 REMOVAL OF JUDGES, ATTORNEY GEN- 
ERAL, ETC. Any judge of any court of record, the at- 
torney general, or any prosecuting attorney may be 
removed from office by joint resolution of the legislature, 
in which three-fourths of the members elected to each 
house shall concur, for incompetency, corruption, mal- 
feasance, or delinquency in office, or other sufficient 
cause stated in such resolution. But no removal shall be 
made unless the officer complained of shall have been 
served with a copy of the charges against him as the 
ground of removal, and shall have an opportunity of be- 
ing heard in his defense. Such resolution shall be entered 
at length on the journal of both houses and on the ques- 
tion of removal the ayes and nays shall also be entered 
on the journal. 


Removal, censure, suspension, or retirement of judges or justices: Art. 
4 8 31. 


5 10 JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. The legislature 
shall determine the number of justices of the peace to be 
elected and shall prescribe by law the powers, duties and 
jurisdiction of justices of the peace: Provided, That such 
jurisdiction granted by the legislature shall not trench 
upon the jurisdiction of superior or other courts of 
record, except that justices of the peace may be made 
police justices of incorporated cities and towns. Justices 
of the peace shall have original jurisdiction in cases 
where the demand or value of the property in contro- 
versy is less than three hundred dollars or such greater 
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sum, not to exceed three thousand dollars or as other- 
wise determined by law, as shall be prescribed by the 
legislature. In incorporated cities or towns having more 
than five thousand inhabitants, the justices of the peace 
shall receive such salary as may be provided by law, and 
shall receive no fees for their own use. [AMENDMENT 
65, part, 1977 Senate Joint Resolution No. 113. Ap- 
proved November 8, 1977.] 


Amendment 65 also amended Art. 4 § 6. 


Amendment 28, part (1952)--Art. 4 § 10 JUSTICES OF THE PEACE-- 
The legislature shall determine the number of justices of the peace to 
be elected and shall prescribe by law the powers, duties and jurisdic- 
tion of justices of the peace: Provided, That such jurisdiction granted 
by the legislature shall not trench upon the jurisdiction of superior or 
other courts of record, except that justices of the peace may be made 
police justices of incorporated cities and towns. Justices of the peace 
shall have original jurisdiction in cases where the demand or value of 
the property in controversy is less than three hundred dollars or such 
greater sum, not to exceed one thousand dollars, as shall be prescribed 
by the legislature. In incorporated cities or towns having more than 
five thousand inhabitants, the justices of the peace shall receive such 
salary as may be provided by law, and shall receive no fees for their 
own use. [AMENDMENT 28, part, 1951 Substitute House Joint Res- 
olution No. 13, p 962. Approved November 4, 1952.] 


Note: Amendment 28 also amended Art. 4 § 6. 


Original text--Art. 4 $ 10 JUSTICES OF THE РЕАСЕ--Т he legisla- 
ture shall determine the number of justices of the peace to be elected 
in incorporated cities or towns and in precincts, and shall prescribe by 
law the powers, duties and jurisdiction of justices of the peace; Pro- 
vided, That such jurisdiction granted by the legislature shall not trench 
upon the jurisdiction of superior or other courts of record, except that 
justices of the peace may be made police justices of incorporated cities 
and towns. In incorporated cities or towns having more than five thou- 
sand inhabitants the justices of the peace shall receive such salary as 
may be provided by law, and shall receive no fees for their own use. 


$ 11 COURTS OF RECORD. The supreme court 
and the superior courts shall be courts of record, and the 
legislature shall have power to provide that any of the 
courts of this state, excepting justices of the peace, shall 
be courts of record. 


$ 12 INFERIOR COURTS. The legislature shall 
prescribe by law the jurisdiction and powers of any of 
the inferior courts which may be established in pursu- 
ance of this Constitution. 


§ 13 SALARIES OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS 
HOW PAID, ETC. No judicial officer, except court 
commissioners and unsalaried justices of the peace, shall 
receive to his own use any fees or perquisites of office. 
The judges of the supreme court and judges of the supe- 
rior courts shall severally at stated times, during their 
continuance in office, receive for their services the sala- 
ries prescribed by law therefor, which shall not be in- 
creased after their election, nor during the term for 
which they shall have been elected. The salaries of the 
judges of the supreme court shall be paid by the state. 
One-half of the salary of each of the superior court 
judges shall be paid by the state, and the other one-half 
by the county or counties for which he is elected. In 
cases where a judge is provided for more than one 
county, that portion of his salary which is to be paid by 
the counties shall be apportioned between or among 
them according to the assessed value of their taxable 
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property, to be determined by the assessment next pre- 
ceding the time for which such salary is to be paid. 


Authorizing compensation increase during term: Art. 30 $ I. 
Increase or diminution of compensation during term of office 
prohibited 
county, city or municipal officers: Art. 11 $ 8. 
public officers: Art. 2 $ 25. 
state officers: Art. 3 $ 25. 


$ 14 SALARIES OF SUPREME AND SUPERIOR 
COURT JUDGES. Each of the judges of the supreme 
court shall receive an annual salary of four thousand 
dollars ($4,000); each of the superior court judges shall 
receive an annual salary of three thousand dollars 
($3,000), which said salaries shall be payable quarterly. 
The legislature may increase the salaries of judges 
herein provided. 


Salaries of supreme court judges: RCW 2.04.092. 
Salaries of superior court judges: RCW 2.08.092. 


8 15 INELIGIBILITY OF JUDGES. The judges of 
the supreme court and the judges of the superior court 
shall be ineligible to any other office or public employ- 
ment than a judicial office, or employment, during the 
term for which they shall have been elected. 


$ 16 CHARGING JURIES. Judges shall not charge 
juries with respect to matters of fact, nor comment 
thereon, but shall declare the law. 


$ 17 ELIGIBILITY OF JUDGES. No person shall 
be eligible to the office of judge of the supreme court, or 
judge of a superior court, unless he shall have been ad- 
mitted to practice in the courts of record of this state, or 
of the Territory of Washington. 


§ 18 SUPREME COURT REPORTER. The judges 
of the supreme court shall appoint a reporter for the de- 
cisions of that court, who shall be removable at their 
pleasure. He shall receive such annual salary as shall be 
prescribed by law. 


$ 19 JUDGES MAY NOT PRACTICE LAW. No 
judge of a court of record shall practice law in any court 
of this state during his continuance in office. 


§ 20 DECISIONS, WHEN TO BE MADE. Every 
cause submitted to a judge of a superior court for his 
decision shall be decided by him within ninety days from 
the submission thereof; Provided, That if within said pe- 
riod of ninety days a rehearing shall have been ordered, 
then the period within which he is to decide shall com- 
mence at the time the cause is submitted upon such a 
hearing. 


§ 21 PUBLICATION OF OPINIONS. The legisla- 
ture shall provide for the speedy publication of opinions 
of the supreme court, and all opinions shall be free for 
publication by any person. 


$ 22 CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT. The 
judges of the supreme court shall appoint a clerk of that 
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court who shall be removable at their pleasure, but the 
legislature may provide for the election of the clerk of 
the supreme court, and prescribe the term of his office. 
The clerk of the supreme court shall receive such com- 
pensation by salary only as shall be provided by law. 


$ 23 COURT COMMISSIONERS. There may be 
appointed in each county, by the judge of the superior 
court having jurisdiction therein, one or more court 
commissioners, not exceeding three in number, who shall 
have authority to perform like duties as a judge of the 
superior court at chambers, subject to revision by such 
judge, to take depositions and to perform such other 
business connected with the administration of justice as 
may be prescribed by law. 


§ 24 RULES FOR SUPERIOR COURTS. The 
judges of the superior courts, shall from time to time, 
establish uniform rules for the government of the supe- 
rior courts. 


§ 25 REPORTS OF SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES. 
Superior judges, shall on or before the first day of 
November in each year, report in writing to the judges 
of the supreme court such defects and omissions in the 
laws as their experience may suggest, and the judges of 
the supreme court shall on or before the first day of 
January in each year report in writing to the governor 
such defects and omissions in the laws as they may be- 
lieve to exist. 


§ 26 CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT. The 
county clerk shall be by virtue of his office, clerk of the 
superior court. 


§ 27 STYLE OF PROCESS. The style of all process 
shall be, "The State of Washington," and all prosecu- 
tions shall be conducted in its name and by its authority. 


$ 28 OATH OF JUDGES. Every judge of the su- 
preme court, and every judge of a superior court shall, 
before entering upon the duties of his office, take and 
subscribe an oath that he will support the Constitution 
of the United States and the Constitution of the State of 
Washington, and will faithfully and impartially dis- 
charge the duties of judge to the best of his ability, 
which oath shall be filed in the office of the secretary of 
state. 


5 29 ELECTION OF SUPERIOR COURT 
JUDGES. Notwithstanding any provision of this Consti- 
tution to the contrary, if, after the last day as provided 
by law for the withdrawal of declarations of candidacy 
has expired, only one candidate has filed for any single 
position of superior court judge in any county containing 
a population of one hundred thousand or more, no pri- 
mary or election shall be held as to such position, and a 
certificate of election shall be issued to such candidate. 
If, after any contested primary for superior court judge 
in any county, only one candidate is entitled to have his 
name printed on the general election ballot for any sin- 
gle position, no election shall be held as to such position, 
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and a certificate of election shall be issued to such can- 
didate: Provided, That in the event that there is filed 
with the county auditor within ten days after the date of 
the primary, a petition indicating that a write in cam- 
paign will be conducted for such single position and 
signed by one hundred registered voters qualified to vote 
with respect of the office, then such single position shall 
be subject to the general election. Provisions for the 
contingency of the death or disqualification of a sole 
candidate between the last date for withdrawal and the 
time when the election would be held but for the provi- 
sions of this section, and such other provisions as may be 
deemed necessary to implement the provisions of this 
section, may be enacted by the legislature. 
[AMENDMENT 41, 1965 ex.s. Substitute Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 6, p 2815. Approved November 8, 1966.] 


$ 30 COURT OF APPEALS. (1) Authorization. In 
addition to the courts authorized in section 1 of this ar- 
ticle, judicial power is vested in a court of appeals, which 
shall be established by statute. 

(2) Jurisdiction. The jurisdiction of the court of ap- 
peals shall be as provided by statute or by rules author- 
ized by statute. 

(3) Review of Superior Court. Superior court actions 
may be reviewed by the court of appeals or by the su- 
preme court as provided by statute or by rule authorized 
by statute. 

(4) Judges. The number, manner of election, compen- 
sation, terms of office, removal and retirement of judges 
of the court of appeals shall be as provided by statute. 

(5) Administration and Procedure. The administration 
and procedures of the court of appeals shall be as pro- 
vided by rules issued by the supreme court. 

(6) Conflicts. The provisions of this section shall su- 
persede any conflicting provisions in prior sections of this 
article. [AMENDMENT 50, 1967 Senate Joint Resolu- 
tion No. 6. Approved November 5, 1968.] 


Reviser's note: This section which was adopted as Sec. 29 is herein 
renumbered Sec. 30 to avoid confusion with Sec. 29, supra. 


8 3 JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMIS- 
SION——REMOVAL, CENSURE, SUSPENSION, OR 
RETIREMENT OF JUDGES OR JUSTICES. There 
shall be a judicial qualifications commission consisting of 
a judge selected by and from the court of appeals judges, 
a judge selected by and from the superior court judges, a 
judge selected by and from the district court judges, two 
persons admitted to the practice of law in this state se- 
lected by the state bar association, and two persons who 
are not attorneys appointed by the governor and con- 
firmed by the senate. 

The supreme court may censure, suspend, or remove a 
judge or justice for violating a rule of judicial conduct 
and may retire a judge or justice for disability which is 
permanent or is likely to become permanent and which 
seriously interferes with the performance of judicial du- 
ties. The office of a judge or justice retired or removed 
by the supreme court becomes vacant, and that person is 
ineligible for judicial office until eligibility is reinstated 
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by the supreme court. The salary of a removed judge or 
justice shall cease. 

The supreme court shall specify the effect upon salary 
when disciplinary action other than removal is taken. 
The supreme court may not discipline or retire a judge 
or justice until the judicial qualifications commission 
recommends after notice and hearing that action be 
taken and the supreme court conducts a hearing, after 
notice, to review commission proceedings and findings 
against a judge or justice. 

The legislature shall provide for commissioners' terms 
of office and compensation. The commission shall estab- 
lish rules of procedure for commission proceedings in- 
cluding due process and confidentiality of proceedings. 
[AMENDMENT 71, 1980 Substitute House Joint Reso- 
lution No. 37. Approved November 4, 1980.] 


Removal by legislature: Art. 4 $ 9. 


ARTICLE V 
IMPEACHMENT 


$81 IMPEACHMENT POWER OF AND 
PROCEDURE. The house of representatives shall have 
the sole power of impeachment. The concurrence of a 
majority of all the members shall be necessary to an im- 
peachment. All impeachments shall be tried by the sen- 
ate, and, when sitting for that purpose, the senators shall 
be upon oath or affirmation to do justice according to 
law and evidence. When the governor or lieutenant 
governor is on trial, the chief justice of the supreme 
court shall preside. No person shall be convicted without 
a concurrence of two-thirds of the senators elected. 


$ 2 OFFICERS LIABLE TO. The governor and 
other state and judicial officers, except judges and jus- 
tices of courts not of record, shall be liable to impeach- 
ment for high crimes or misdemeanors, or malfeasance 
in office, but judgment in such cases shall extend only to 
removal from office and disqualification to hold any 
office of honor, trust or profit, in the state. The party, 
whether convicted or acquitted, shall, nevertheless, be li- 
able to prosecution, trial, judgment and punishment ac- 
cording to law. 


$8 3 REMOVAL FROM OFFICE. All officers not li- 
able to impeachment shall be subject to removal for 
misconduct or malfeasance in office, in such manner as 
may be provided by law. 


ARTICLE VI 
ELECTIONS AND ELECTIVE RIGHTS 


$ 1 QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS. All per- 
sons of the age of eighteen years or over who are citizens 
of the United States and who have lived in the state, 
county, and precinct thirty days immediately preceding 
the election at which they offer to vote, except those dis- 
qualified by Article VI, section 3 of this Constitution, 
shall be entitled to vote at all elections. [AMENDMENT 
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63, 1974 Senate Joint Resolution No. 143. Approved 
November 5, 1974.] 


Amendment 5 (1910)--Art. 6 $ 1 QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS-- 
All persons of the age of twenty-one years or over, possessing the fol- 
lowing qualifications, shall be entitled to vote at all elections: They 
shall be citizens of the United States; they shall have lived in the state 
one year, and in the county ninety days, and in the city, town, ward or 
precinct thirty days immediately preceding the election at which they 
offer to vote; they shall be able to read and speak the English lan- 
guage: Provided, That Indians not taxed shall never be allowed the 
elective franchise: And further provided, That this amendment shall 
not affect the rights of franchise of any person who is now a qualified 
elector of this state. The legislative authority shall enact laws defining 
the manner of ascertaining the qualifications of voters as to their abil- 
ity to read and speak the English language, and providing for punish- 
ment of persons voting or registering in violation of the provision of 
this section. There shall be no denial of the elective franchise at any 
election on account of sex. [AMENDMENT 5, 1909 p 26 § 1. Ap- 
proved November, 1910.] 


Amendment 2 (1896)-—Art. 6 $ 1 QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS--A!/l 
male persons of the age of twenty—one years or over, possessing the 
following qualifications, shall be entitled to vote at all elections: They 
shall be citizens of the United States; they shall have lived in the state 
one year, and in the county ninety days, and in the city, town, ward or 
precinct thirty days immediately preceding the election at which they 
offer to vote; they shall be able to read and speak the English lan- 
guage: Provided, That Indians not taxed shall never be allowed the 
elective franchise: And further provided, That this amendment shall 
not effect [affect] the right of franchise of any person who is now a 
qualified elector of this state. The legislature shall enact laws defining 
the manner of ascertaining the qualifications of voters as to their abil- 
ity to read and speak the English language, and providing for punish- 
ment of persons voting or registering in violation of the provisions of 
this section. [AMENDMENT 2, 1895 р 60 $ 1. Approved November, 
1896.] 


Original text--Art. 6 $ 1 QUALIFICATIONS OF ELEcrORS--A/l 
male persons of the age of twenty—one years or over, possessing the 
following qualifications, shall be entitled to vote at all elections: They 
shall be citizens of the United States; They shall have lived in the state 
one year, and in the county ninety days, and in the city, town, ward or 
precinct thirty days immediately preceding the election at which they 
offer to vote; Provided, that Indians not taxed shall never be allowed 
the elective franchise; Provided, further; that а! male persons who at 
the time of the adoption of this Constitution are qualified electors of 
the Territory, shall be electors. 


§ 1A VOTER QUALIFICATIONS FOR PRESI- 
DENTIAL ELECTIONS. In consideration of those citi- 
zens of the United States who become residents of the 
state of Washington during the year of a presidential 
election with the intention of making this state their 
permanent residence, this section is for the purpose of 
authorizing such persons who can meet all qualifications 
for voting as set forth in section 1 of this article, except 
for residence, to vote for presidential electors or for the 
office of President and Vice-President of the United 
States, as the case may be, but no other: Provided, That 
such persons have resided in the state at least sixty days 
immediately preceding the presidential election 
concerned. 

The legislature shall establish the time, manner and 
place for such persons to cast such presidential ballots. 
[AMENDMENT 46, 1965 ex.s. Substitute House Joint 
Resolution No. 4, p 2820. Approved November 8, 1966.] 
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82 SCHOOL ELECTIONS FRANCHISE, 
HOW EXTENDED. [This section stricken by AMEND- 
MENT 5, see Art. 6 § 1.] 


Original text--Art. 6 $ 2 SCHOOL ELECTIONS--FRANCHISE, How 
ExTENDED-- T he legislature may provide that there shall be no denial 
of the elective franchise at any school election on account of sex. 


$ 3 WHO DISQUALIFIED. АП idiots, insane рег- 
sons, and persons convicted of infamous crime unless re- 
stored to their civil rights are excluded from the elective 
franchise. 


$4 RESIDENCE, CONTINGENCIES AFFECT- 
ING. For the purpose of voting and eligibility to office no 
person shall be deemed to have gained a residence by 
reason of his presence or lost it by reason of his absence, 
while in the civil or military service of the state or of the 
United States, nor while a student at any institution of 
learning, nor while kept at public expense at any роог- 
house or other asylum, nor while confined in public 
prison, nor while engaged in the navigation of the waters 
of this state or of the United States, or of the high seas. 


5 5 VOTER WHEN PRIVILEGED FROM 
ARREST. Voters shall in all cases except treason, fel- 
ony, and breach of the peace be privileged from arrest 
during their attendance at elections and in going to, and 
returning therefrom. No elector shall be required to do 
military duty on the day of any election except in time 
of war or public danger. 


$ 6 BALLOT. АП elections shall be by ballot. The 
legislature shall provide for such method of voting as 
will secure to every elector absolute secrecy in preparing 
and depositing his ballot. 


$7 REGISTRATION. The legislature shall enact а 
registration law, and shall require a compliance with 
such law before any elector shall be allowed to vote; 
Provided, that this provision is not compulsory upon the 
legislature except as to cities and towns having a popu- 
lation of over five hundred inhabitants. In all other cases 
the legislature may or may not require registration as a 
pre-requisite to the right to vote, and the same system of 
registration need not be adopted for both classes. 


§ 8 ELECTIONS, TIME OF HOLDING. The first 
election of county and district officers not otherwise pro- 
vided for in this Constitution shall be on the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday in November 1890, and 
thereafter all elections for such officers shall be held bi- 
ennially on the Tuesday next succeeding the first Mon- 
day in November. The first election of all state officers 
not otherwise provided for in this Constitution, after the 
election held for the adoption of this Constitution, shall 
be on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in 
November, 1892, and the elections for such state officers 
shall be held in every fourth year thereafter on the 
Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in November. 


Cf. Art. 278 14. 
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ARTICLE VII 
REVENUE AND TAXATION 


$ 1 TAXATION. The power of taxation shall never 
be suspended, surrendered or contracted away. All taxes 
shall be uniform upon the same class of property within 
the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax and 
shall be levied and collected for public purposes only. 
The word "property" as used herein shall mean and in- 
clude everything, whether tangible or intangible, subject 
to ownership. All real estate shall constitute one class: 
Provided, That the legislature may tax mines and min- 
eral resources and lands devoted to reforestation by ei- 
ther a yield tax or an ad valorem tax at such rate as it 
may fix, or by both. Such property as the legislature 
may by general laws provide shall be exempt from taxa- 
tion. Property of the United States and of the state, 
counties, school districts and other municipal corpora- 
tions, and credits secured by property actually taxed in 
this state, not exceeding in value the value of such prop- 
erty, shall be exempt from taxation. The legislature shall 
have power, by appropriate legislation, to exempt per- 
sonal property to the amount of three hundred ($300.00) 
dollars for each head of a family liable to assessment 
and taxation under the provisions of the laws of this 
state of which the individual is the actual bona fide 
owner. [AMENDMENT 14, 1929 p 499 8 1. Approved 
November, 1930.] 


Reviser's note: Amendment 14 amended Art. 7 by striking all of 88 
l, 2, 3 and 4. Subsequently, Amendment 17 added a new 8 2, and 
Amendment 19 added a new § 3. 


Original text--Art. 7 $ 1 ANNUAL STATE TAx--All property in the 
state, not exempt under the laws of the United States, or under this 
Constitution, shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained 
as provided by law. The legislature shall provide by law for an annual 
tax sufficient, with other sources of revenue to defray the estimated or- 
dinary expenses of the state for each fiscal year. And for the purpose of 
paying the state debt, if there be any, the legislature shall provide for 
levying a tax annually, sufficient to pay the annual interest and princi- 
pal of such debt within twenty years from the final passage of the law 
creating the debt. 


Amendment 3 (1900)--Art. 7 8 2, was amended by adding the fol- 
lowing proviso: " And provided further, That the legislature shall have 
power, by appropriate legislation, to exempt personal property to the 
amount of three hundred dollars ($300) for each head of a family lia- 
ble to assessment and taxation under the provisions of the laws of this 
state of which the individual is the actual and bona fide owner." 
[AMENDMENT 3, 1899 p 121 8 1. Approved November, 1900.] 


Original text—Art. 7 $ 2 TAXATION--UNIFORMITY AND EQUAL- 
ITY--EXEMPTION-- T he legislature shall provide by law a uniform and 
equal rate of assessment and taxation on all property in the state, ac- 
cording to its value in money, and shall prescribe such regulations by 
general law as shall secure a just valuation for taxation of all property, 
so that every person and corporation shall pay a tax in proportion to 
the value of his, her, or its property, Provided, that a deduction of 
debts from credits may be authorized: Provided, further, that the 
property of the United States and of the state, counties, school districts 
and other municipal corporations, and such other property as the leg- 
islature may by general laws provide, shall be exempt from taxation. 


Original text—Art. 7 $ 3 ASSESSMENT OF CORPORATE PROPERTY 
— The legislature shall provide by general law for the assessing and 
levying of taxes on all corporation property as near as may be by the 
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same methods as are provided for the assessing and levying of taxes on 
individual property. 


Original text--Art. 7 $ 4 No SURRENDER OF POWER OR SUSPEN- 
SION OF TAX ON CORPORATE PROPERTY—T he power to tax corpora- 
tions and corporate property shall not be surrendered or suspended by 
any contract or grant to which the state shall be a party. 


52 LIMITATION ON LEVIES. Except as herein- 
after provided and notwithstanding any other provision 
of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon 
real and personal property by the state and all taxing 
districts now existing or hereafter created, shall not in 
any year exceed one per centum of the true and fair 
value of such property in money: Provided, however, 
That nothing herein shall prevent levies at the rates now 
provided by law by or for any port or public utility dis- 
trict. The term "taxing district" for the purposes of this 
section shall mean any political subdivision, municipal 
corporation, district, or other governmental agency 
authorized by law to levy, or have levied for it, ad valo- 
rem taxes on property, other than a port or public utility 
district. Such aggregate limitation or any specific limita- 
tion imposed by law in conformity therewith may be ex- 
ceeded only 

(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized 
so to do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the 
electors thereof voting on the proposition to levy such 
additional tax submitted not more than twelve months 
prior to the date on which the proposed levy is to be 
made and not oftener than twice in such twelve month 
period, either at a special election or at the regular elec- 
tion of such taxing district, at which election the number 
of persons voting "yes" on the proposition shall consti- 
tute three-fifths of a number equal to forty per centum 
of the total votes cast in such taxing district at the last 
preceding general election when the number of electors 
voting on the proposition does not exceed forty per cen- 
tum of the total votes cast in such taxing district in the 
last preceding general election; or by a majority of at 
least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the 
proposition to levy when the number of electors voting 
on the proposition exceeds forty percentum of the total 
votes cast in such taxing district in the last preceding 
general election: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of this Constitution, any proposition pur- 
suant to this subsection to levy additional tax for the 
support of the common schools may provide such sup- 
port for a two year period; 

(b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law 
to issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for 
the sole purpose of making the required payments of 
principal and interest on general obligation bonds issued 
solely for capital purposes, other than the replacement of 
equipment, when authorized so to do by majority of at 
least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the 
proposition to issue such bonds and to pay the principal 
and interest thereon by an annual tax levy in excess of 
the limitation herein provided during the term of such 
bonds, submitted not oftener than twice in any calendar 
year, at an election held in the manner provided by law 
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for bond elections in such taxing district, at which elec- 
tion the total number of persons voting on the proposi- 
tion shall constitute not less than forty per centum of the 
total number of votes cast in such taxing district at the 
last preceding general election: Provided, That any such 
taxing district shall have the right by vote of its govern- 
ing body to refund any general obligation bonds of said 
district issued for capital purposes only, and to provide 
for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by an- 
nual levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for 
herein, And provided further, That the provisions of this 
section shall also be subject to the limitations contained 
in Article VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution; 

(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose 
of paying the principal or interest on general obligation 
bonds outstanding on December 6, 1934; or for the pur- 
pose of preventing the impairment of the obligation of a 
contract when ordered so to do by a court of last resort. 
(AMENDMENT 64, 1975-76 2nd ex.s. Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 137. Approved November 2, 1976.] 


Prior amendments of Art. 7 § 2, see Amendments 17, 55, and 59. 


Amendment 59 (1972) and Amendment 55 (1972)--Art. 7 $ 2 LIMI- 
TATION ON LEVIES--Except as hereinafter provided and notwithstand- 
ing any other provision of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax 
levies upon real and personal property by the state and all taxing dis- 
tricts now existing or hereafter created, shall not in any year exceed 
one per centum of the true and fair value of such property in money: 
Provided, however, That nothing herein shall prevent levies at the rates 
now provided by law by or for any port or public utility district. The 
term "taxing district" for the purposes of this section shall mean any 
political subdivision, municipal corporation, district, or other govern- 
mental agency authorized by law to levy, or have levied for it, ad valo- 
rem taxes on property, other than a port or public utility district. Such 
aggregate limitation or any specific limitation imposed by law in con- 
formity therewith may be exceeded only 

(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized so to do by a 
majority of at least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the 
proposition to levy such additional tax submitted not more than twelve 
months prior to the date on which the proposed levy is to be made and 
not oftener than twice in such twelve month period, either at a special 
election or at the regular election of such taxing district, at which 
election the number of persons voting "yes" on the proposition shall 
constitute three-fifths of a number equal to forty per centum of the 
total votes cast in such taxing district at the last preceding general 
election when the number of electors voting on the proposition does not 
exceed forty per centum of the total votes cast in such taxing district in 
the last preceding general election, ог by a majority of at least three— 
fifths of the electors thereof voting on the proposition to levy when the 
number of electors voting on the proposition exceeds forty percentum 
of the total votes cast in such taxing district in the last preceding gen- 
eral electiom; 

(b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law to issue gen- 
eral obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the sole purpose of mak- 
ing the required payments of principal and interest on general 
obligation bonds issued solely for capital purposes, other than the re- 
placement of equipment, when authorized so to do by majority of at 
least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the proposition to is- 
sue such bonds and to pay the principal and interest thereon by an an- 
nual tax levy in excess of the limitation herein provided during the 
term of such bonds, submitted not oftener than twice in any calendar 
year, at an election held in the manner provided by law for bond elec- 
tions in such taxing district, at which election the total number of per- 
sons voting on the proposition shall constitute not less than forty per 
centum of the total number of votes cast in such taxing district at the 
last preceding general election: Provided, That any such taxing district 
shall have the right by vote of its governing body to refund any general 
obligation bonds of said district issued for capital purposes only, and to 
provide for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by annual 
levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for herein, And provided 
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further, That the provisions of this section shall also be subject to the 
limitations contained in Article VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution; 
(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of paying the 
principal or interest on general obligation bonds outstanding on 
December 6, 1934; or for the purpose of preventing the impairment of 
the obligation of a contract when ordered so to do by a court of last 
resort. (( AMENDMENT 59, 1971 House Joint Resolution No. 47, 
p 1834. Approved November, 1972. (ii) AMENDMENT 55, 1971 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 1, p 1827. Approved November, 1972.) 


Reviser's note: Article 7 § 2 was twice amended in different respects 
at the November 1972 general election by the ratification of both 
S.J.R. No. 1. (AMENDMENT 55) and H.J.R. No. 47. (AMEND- 
MENT 59.) 1971 HJR No. 47 contained the following paragraph: 

" Be It Further Resolved, That the foregoing amendment shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the state in such a manner that 
they may vote for or against it separately from the proposed amend- 
ment to Article VII, section 2, (Amendment 17) of the Constitution of 
the State of Washington contained in Senate Joint Resolution No. 1: 
Provided, That if both proposed amendments are approved and rati- 
fied, both shall become part of the Constitution" (1971 House Joint 
Resolution No. 47, part, p 1834] 

The section as printed above reflects the content of both 
amendments. 


Amendment 17 (1944)-—Art. 7 $ 2 Forty MILL LiMIT—-Except as 
hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon real and personal 
property by the state and all taxing districts now existing or hereafter 
created, shall not in any year exceed forty mills on the dollar of as- 
sessed valuation, which assessed valuation shall be fifty per centum of 
the true and fair value of such property in mone y: Provided, however, 
That nothing herein shall prevent levies at the rates now provided by 
law by or for any port or public utility district. The term "taxing dis- 
trict" for the purposes of this section shall mean any political subdivi- 
sion, municipal corporation, district, or other governmental agency 
authorized by law to levy, or have levied for it, ad valorem taxes on 
property, other than a port or public utility district. Such aggregate 
limitation or any specific limitation imposed by law in conformity 
therewith may be exceeded only 

(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized so to do by a 
majority of at least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the 
proposition to levy such additional tax submitted not more than twelve 
months prior to the date on which the proposed levy is to be made and 
not oftener than twice in such twelve month period, either at a special 
election or at the regular election of such taxing district, at which 
election the number of persons voting on the proposition shall consti- 
tute not less than forty per centum of the total number of votes cast in 
such taxing district at the last preceding general election; 

(b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law to issue gen- 
eral obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the sole purpose of mak- 
ing the required payments of principal and interest on general 
obligation bonds issued solely for capital purposes, other than the re- 
placement of equipment, when authorized so to do by majority of at 
least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the proposition to is- 
sue such bonds and to pay the principal and interest thereon by an an- 
nual tax levy in excess of the limitation herein provided during the 
term of such bonds, submitted not oftener than twice in any calendar 
year, at an election held in the manner provided by law for bond elec- 
tions in such taxing district, at which election the total number of per- 
sons voting on the proposition shall constitute not less than forty per 
centum of the total number of votes cast in such taxing district at the 
last preceding general election: Provided, That any such taxing district 
shall have the right by vote of its governing body to refund any general 
obligation bonds of said district issued for capital purposes only, and to 
provide for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by annual 
levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for herein, and Provided 
further, That the provisions of this section shall also be subject to the 
limitations contained in Article VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution; 

(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose of paying the 
principal or interest on general obligation bonds outstanding on 
December 6, 1934; or for the purpose of preventing the impairment of 
the obligation of a contract when ordered so to do by a court of last 
resort. [AMENDMENT 17, 1943 House Joint Resolution No. 1, p 
936. Approved November, 1944.] 
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Reviser's note: Original section 2, as amended by Amendment 3, was 
stricken by Amendment 14. The original section and Amendment 3, 
are set out following Art. 7, 8 1, above. 


8 3 TAXATION OF FEDERAL AGENCIES AND 
PROPERTY. The United States and its agencies and 
instrumentalities, and their property, may be taxed un- 
der any of the tax laws of this state, whenever and in 
such manner as such taxation may be authorized or per- 
mitted under the laws of the United States, notwith- 
standing anything to the contrary in the Constitution of 
this state. [AMENDMENT 19, 1945 House Joint Reso- 
lution No. 9, p 932. Approved November, 1946.] 


Reviser's note: Original section 3 was stricken by Amendment 14. 
The original section is set out following Art. 7 8 1, above. 


§ 4 NO SURRENDER OF POWER OR SUSPEN- 
SION OF TAX ON CORPORATE PROPERTY. 


Reviser's note: Original section 4 was stricken by Amendment 14. It 
is set out following Art. 7 $ 1, above. 


$ 5 TAXES, HOW LEVIED. No tax shall be levied 
except in pursuance of law; and every law imposing a 
tax shall state distinctly the object of the same to which 
only it shall be applied. 


$ 6 TAXES, HOW PAID. АП taxes levied and col- 
lected for state purposes shall be paid in money only into 
the state treasury. 


$ 7 ANNUAL STATEMENT. An accurate state- 
ment of the receipts and expenditures of the public 
moneys shall be published annually in such manner as 
the legislature may provide. 


$ 8 TAX TO COVER DEFICIENCIES. Whenever 
the expenses of any fiscal year shall exceed the income, 
the legislature may provide for levying a tax for the en- 
suing fiscal year, sufficient, with other sources of income, 
to pay the deficiency, as well as the estimated expenses 
of the ensuing fiscal year. 


$ 9 SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS OR TAXATION 
FOR LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS. The legislature may 
vest the corporate authorities of cities, towns and villages 
with power to make local improvements by special as- 
sessment, or by special taxation of property benefited. 
For all corporate purposes, all municipal corporations 
may be vested with authority to assess and collect taxes 
and such taxes shall be uniform in respect to persons and 
property within the jurisdiction of the body levying the 
same. 


5 10 RETIRED PERSONS PROPERTY TAX EX- 
EMPTION. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 7, 
section 1 (Amendment 14) and Article 7, section 2 
(Amendment 17), the following tax exemption shall be 
allowed as to real property: 

The legislature shall have the power, by appropriate 
legislation, to grant to retired property owners relief 
from the property tax on the real property occupied as a 
residence by those owners. The legislature may place 
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such restrictions and conditions upon the granting of 
such relief as it shall deem proper. Such restrictions and 
conditions may include, but are not limited to, the limit- 
ing of the relief to those property owners below a specific 
level of income and those fulfilling certain minimum 
residential requirements. [АМЕМОМЕМТ 47, 1965 ex.s. 
House Joint Resolution No. 7, p 2821. Approved 
November 8, 1966.] 


§ 11 TAXATION BASED ON ACTUAL USE. 
Nothing in this Article VII as amended shall prevent the 
legislature from providing, subject to such conditions as 
it may enact, that the true and fair value in money (a) 
of farms, agricultural lands, standing timber and tim- 
berlands, and (b) of other open space lands which are 
used for recreation or for enjoyment of their scenic or 
natural beauty shall be based on the use to which such 
property is currently applied, and such values shall be 
used in computing the assessed valuation of such prop- 
erty in the same manner as the assessed valuation is 
computed for all property. (AMENDMENT 53, 1967 
House Joint Resolution No. 1. Approved November 5, 
1968.] 


ARTICLE VIII 


STATE, COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL 
INDEBTEDNESS 


$ 1 STATE DEBT. (a) The state may contract debt, 
the principal of which shall be paid and discharged 
within thirty years from the time of contracting thereof, 
in the manner set forth herein. 

(b) The aggregate debt contracted by the state shall 
not exceed that amount for which payments of principal 
and interest in any fiscal year would require the state to 
expend more than nine percent of the arithmetic mean 
of its general state revenues for the three immediately 
preceding fiscal years as certified by the treasurer. The 
term "fiscal year" means that period of time commenc- 
ing July 1 of any year and ending on June 30 of the fol- 
lowing year. 

(c) The term "general state revenues" when used in 
this section, shall include all state money received in the 
treasury from each and every source whatsoever except: 
(1) Fees and revenues derived from the ownership or 
operation of any undertaking, facility, or project; (2) 
Moneys received as gifts, grants, donations, aid, or as- 
sistance or otherwise from the United States or any de- 
partment, bureau, or corporation thereof, or any person, 
firm, or corporation, public or private, when the terms 
and conditions of such gift, grant, donation, aid, or as- 
sistance require the application and disbursement of 
such moneys otherwise than for the general purposes of 
the state of Washington; (3) Moneys to be paid into and 
received from retirement system funds, and performance 
bonds and deposits; (4) Moneys to be paid into and re- 
ceived from trust funds including but not limited to 
moneys received from taxes levied for specific purposes 
and the several permanent and irreducible funds of the 
state and the moneys derived therefrom but excluding 
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bond redemption funds; (5) Proceeds received from the 
sale of bonds or other evidences of indebtedness. 

(d) In computing the amount required for payment of 
principal and interest on outstanding debt under this 
section, debt shall be construed to mean borrowed 
money represented by bonds, notes, or other evidences of 
indebtedness which are secured by the full faith and 
credit of the state or are required to be repaid, directly 
or indirectly, from general state revenues and which are 
incurred by the state, any department, authority, public 
corporation, or quasi public corporation of the state, any 
state university or college, or any other public agency 
created by the state but not by counties, cities, towns, 
School districts, or other municipal corporations, but 
shall not include obligations for the payment of current 
expenses of state government, nor shall it include debt 
hereafter incurred pursuant to section 3 of this article, 
obligations guaranteed as provided for in subsection (f) 
of this section, principal of bond anticipation notes or 
obligations issued to fund or refund the indebtedness of 
the Washington state building authority. 

(e) The state may, without limitation, fund or refund, 
at or prior to maturity, the whole or any part of any ex- 
isting debt or of any debt hereafter contracted pursuant 
to section 1, section 2, or section 3 of this article, in- 
cluding any premium payable with respect thereto and 
interest thereon, or fund or refund, at or prior to matu- 
rity, the whole or any part of any indebtedness incurred 
or authorized prior to the effective date of this amend- 
ment by any entity of the type described in subsection 
(g) of this section, including any premium payable with 
respect thereto and any interest thereon. Such funding 
or refunding shall not be deemed to be contracting debt 
by the state. 

(f) Notwithstanding the limitation contained in sub- 
section (b) of this section, the state may pledge its full 
faith, credit, and taxing power to guarantee the payment 
of any obligation payable from revenues received from 
any of the following sources: (1) Fees collected by the 
state as license fees for motor vehicles; (2) Excise taxes 
collected by the state on the sale, distribution or use of 
motor vehicle fuel; and (3) Interest on the permanent 
common school fund: Provided, That the legislature 
shall, at all times, provide sufficient revenues from such 
sources to pay the principal and interest due on all obli- 
gations for which said source of revenue is pledged. 

(g) No money shall be paid from funds in custody of 
the treasurer with respect to any debt contracted after 
the effective date of this amendment by the Washington 
state building authority, the capitol committee, or any 
similar entity existing or operating for similar purposes 
pursuant to which such entity undertakes to finance or 
provide a facility for use or occupancy by the state or 
any agency, department, or instrumentality thereof. 

(h) The legislature shall prescribe all matters relating 
to the contracting, funding or refunding of debt pursuant 
to this section, including: The purposes for which debt 
may be contracted; by a favorable vote of three-fifths of 
the members elected to each house, the amount of debt 
which may be contracted for any class of such purposes; 
the kinds of notes, bonds, or other evidences of debt 
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which may be issued by the state; and the manner by 
which the treasurer shall determine and advise the legis- 
lature, any appropriate agency, officer, or instrumental- 
ity of the state as to the available debt capacity within 
the limitation set forth in this section. The legislature 
may delegate to any state officer, agency, or instrumen- 
tality any of its powers relating to the contracting, fund- 
ing or refunding of debt pursuant to this section except 
its power to determine the amount and purposes for 
which debt may be contracted. 

(i) The full faith, credit, and taxing power of the state 
of Washington are pledged to the payment of the debt 
created on behalf of the state pursuant to this section 
and the legislature shall provide by appropriation for the 
payment of the interest upon and installments of princi- 
pal of all such debt as the same falls due, but in any 
event, any court of record may compel such payment. 

0) Notwithstanding the limitations contained in sub- 
section (b) of this section, the state may issue certificates 
of indebtedness in such sum or sums as may be neces- 
sary to meet temporary deficiencies of the treasury, to 
preserve the best interests of the state in the conduct of 
the various state institutions, departments, bureaus, and 
agencies during each fiscal year; such certificates may be 
issued only to provide for appropriations already made 
by the legislature and such certificates must be retired 
and the debt discharged other than by refunding within 
twelve months after the date of incurrence. 

(k) Bonds, notes, or other obligations issued and sold 
by the state of Washington pursuant to and in confor- 
mity with this article shall not be invalid for any irregu- 
larity or defect in the proceedings of the issuance or sale 
thereof and shall be incontestable in the hands of a bona 
fide purchaser or holder thereof. [AMENDMENT 60, 
part, 1971 House Joint Resolution No. 52, part, p 1836. 
Approved November, 1972.] 


Original text--Art. 8 $ 1 LIMITATION OF STATE DEBT-- Тһе state 
may to meet casual deficits or failure in revenues, or for expenses not 
provided for, contract debts, but such debts, direct and contingent, sin- 
gly or in the aggregate, shall not at any time exceed four hundred 
thousand dollars ($400,000), and the moneys arising from the loans 
creating such debts shall be applied to the purpose for which they were 
obtained or to repay the debts so contracted, and to no other purpose 
whatever. 


$ 2 POWERS EXTENDED IN CERTAIN CASES. 
In addition to the above limited power to contract debts 
the state may contract debts to repel invasion, suppress 
insurrection, or to defend the state in war, but the 
money arising from the contracting of such debts shall 
be applied to the purpose for which it was raised and to 
no other purpose whatever. 


$3 SPECIAL INDEBTEDNESS, HOW AUTH- 
ORIZED. Except the debt specified in sections one and 
two of this article, no debts shall hereafter be contracted 
by, or on behalf of this state, unless such debt shall be 
authorized by law for some single work or object to be 
distinctly specified therein. No such law shall take effect 
until it shall, at a general election, or a special election 
called for that purpose, have been submitted to the peo- 
ple and have received a majority of all the votes cast for 
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and against it at such election. [AMENDMENT 60, 
part, 1971 House Joint Resolution No. 52, part, p 1836. 
Approved November, 1972.] 


Amendment 48 (1966)--Агі. 8 $ 3 SPECIAL INDEBTEDNESS, How 
AUTHORIZED-—- Except the debt specified in sections one and two of 
this article, no debts shall hereafter be contracted by, or on behalf of 
this state, unless such debt shall be authorized by law for some single 
work or object to be distinctly specified therein, which law shall pro- 
vide ways and means, exclusive of loans, for the payment of the inter- 
est on such debt as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the 
principal of such debt within twenty years from the time of the con- 
tracting thereof. No such law shall take effect until it shall, at a gen- 
eral election, have been submitted to the people and have received a 
majority of all the votes cast for and against it at such election, and all 
moneys raised by authority of such law shall be applied only to the 
specific object therein stated, or to the payment of the debt thereby 
created, and notice that such law will be submitted to the people shall 
be published at least four times during the four weeks next preceding 
the election in every legal newspaper in the state: Provided, That fail- 
ure of any newspaper to publish this notice shall not be interpreted as 
affecting the outcome of the election. [AMENDMENT 48, 1965 ex.s. 
House Joint Resolution No. 39, p 2822. Approved November 8, 1966.] 


Original text--Art. 8 5 3 SPECIAL INDEBTEDNESS How AUTHOR- 
IZED-- Except the debt specified in sections one and two of this article, 
no debts shall hereafter be contracted by, or on behalf of this state, 
unless such debt shall be authorized by law for some single work or 
object to be distinctly specified therein, which law shall provide ways 
and means, exclusive of loans, for the payment of the interest on such 
debt as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal of such 
debt within twenty years from the time of the contracting thereof. No 
such law shall take effect until it shall, at a general election, have been 
submitted to the people and have received a majority of all the votes 
cast for and against it at such election, and all moneys raised by au- 
thority of such law shall be applied only to the specific object therein 
stated, or to the payment of the debt thereby created, and such law 
shall be published in at least one newspaper in each county, if one be 
published therein, throughout the state, for three months next preced- 
ing the election at which it is submitted to the people. 


$84 MONEYS DISBURSED ONLY BY APPRO- 
PRIATIONS. No moneys shall ever be paid out of the 
treasury of this state, or any of its funds, or any of the 
funds under its management, except in pursuance of an 
appropriation by law; nor unless such payment be made 
within one calendar month after the end of the next en- 
suing fiscal biennium, and every such law making a new 
appropriation, or continuing or reviving an appropria- 
tion, shall distinctly specify the sum appropriated, and 
the object to which it is to be applied, and it shall not be 
sufficient for such law to refer to any other law to fix 
such sum. [AMENDMENT 11, 1921 p 80 $ 1. Approved 
November, 1922.] 


Original text--Art. 8 § 4 MoNEYS DISBURSED ONLY BY APPRO- 
PRIATIONS--No moneys shall ever be paid out of the treasury of this 
state, or any of its funds, or any of the funds under its management, 
except in pursuance of an appropriation by law, nor unless such pay- 
ment be made within two years from the first day of May next after 
the passage of such appropriation act, and every such law making a 
new appropriation, or continuing or reviving an appropriation, shall 
distinctly specify the sum appropriated, and the object to which it is to 
be applied, and it shall not be sufficient for such law to refer to any 
other law to fix such sum. 


$ 5 CREDIT NOT TO BE LOANED. The credit of 
the state shall not, in any manner be given or loaned to, 
or in aid of, any individual, association, company or 
corporation. 
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§ 6 LIMITATIONS UPON MUNICIPAL IN- 
DEBTEDNESS. No county, city, town, school district, 
or other municipal corporation shall for any purpose be- 
come indebted in any manner to an amount exceeding 
one and one-half per centum of the taxable property in 
such county, city, town, school district, or other munici- 
pal corporation, without the assent of three-fifths of the 
voters therein voting at an election to be held for that 
purpose, nor in cases requiring such assent shall the total 
indebtedness at any time exceed five per centum on the 
value of the taxable property therein, to be ascertained 
by the last assessment for state and county purposes 
previous to the incurring of such indebtedness, except 
that in incorporated cities the assessment shall be taken 
from the last assessment for city purposes: Provided, 
That no part of the indebtedness allowed in this section 
shall be incurred for any purpose other than strictly 
county, city, town, school district, or other municipal 
purposes: Provided further, That (a) any city or town, 
with such assent, may be allowed to become indebted to 
a larger amount, but not exceeding five per centum ad- 
ditional for supplying such city or town with water, arti- 
ficial light, and sewers, when the works for supplying 
such water, light, and sewers shall be owned and con- 
trolled by the municipality and (b) any school district 
with such assent, may be allowed to become indebted to 
a larger amount but not exceeding five per centum addi- 
tional for capital outlays. [AMENDMENT 27, 1951 
House Joint Resolution No. 8, p 961. Approved 
November 4, 1952.] 


Provisions of Art. 7 § 2 (Limitation on Levies) also subject to limita- 
tions contained in Art. 8 § 6: Art. 7 § 2 (b). 


Original text--Art. 8 $ 6 LIMITATIONS UPON MUNICIPAL INDEBT- 
EDNESS-- No county, city, town, school district or other municipal cor- 
poration, shall for any purpose become indebted in any manner to an 
amount exceeding one and one-half percentum of the taxable property 
in such county, city, town, school district or other municipal corpora- 
tion, without the assent of three-fifths of the voters therein, voting at 
an election to be held for that purpose, nor in cases requiring such as- 
sent shall the total indebtedness at any time exceed five per centum on 
the value of the taxable property therein, to be ascertained by the last 
assessment for state, and county purposes previous to the incurring of 
such indebtedness, except that in incorporated cities the assessment 
shall be taken from the last assessment for city purposes, Provided, 
That no part of the indebtedness allowed in this section, shall be in- 
curred for any purpose other than strictly county, city, town, school 
district, or other municipal purposes. Provided further; that any city or 
town, with such assent may be allowed to become indebted to a larger 
amount but not exceeding five per centum additional for supplying 
such city or town with water, artificial light, and sewers, when the 
works for supplying such water, light, and sewers shall be owned and 
controlled by the municipality. 


§ 7 CREDIT NOT TO BE LOANED. No county, 
city, town or other municipal corporation shall hereafter 
give any money, or property, or loan its money, or credit 
to or in aid of any individual, association, company or 
corporation, except for the necessary support of the poor 
and infirm, or become directly or indirectly the owner of 
any stock in or bonds of any association, company or 
corporation. 


§ 8 PORT EXPENDITURES——INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT ——PROMOTION. The use of public 
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funds by port districts in such manner as may be pre- 
scribed by the legislature for industrial development or 
trade promotion and promotional hosting shall be 
deemed a public use for a public purpose, and shall not 
be deemed a gift within the provisions of section 7 of 
this Article. [AMENDMENT 45, 1965 ex.s. Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 25, p 2819. Approved November 8, 
1966.] 


$ 9 STATE BUILDING AUTHORITY. The legisla- 
ture is empowered notwithstanding any other provision 
in this Constitution, to provide for a state building au- 
thority in corporate and politic form which may contract 
with agencies or departments of the state government to 
construct upon land owned by the state or its agencies, 
or to be acquired by the state building authority, build- 
ings and appurtenant improvements which such state 
agencies or departments are hereby empowered to lease 
at reasonable rental rates from the Washington state 
building authority for terms up to seventy-five years 
with provisions for eventual vesting of title in the state 
or its agencies. This section shall not be construed as 
authority to provide buildings through lease or otherwise 
to nongovernmental entities. The legislature may au- 
‘thorize the state building authority to borrow funds 
solely upon its own credit and to issue bonds or other 
evidences of indebtedness therefor to be repaid from its 
revenues and to secure the same by pledging its income 
or mortgaging its leaseholds. The provisions of sections 1 
and 3 of this article shall not apply to indebtedness in- 
curred pursuant to this section. [AMENDMENT 51, 
1967 Senate Joint Resolution No. 17. Approved 
November 5, 1968.] 


Reviser's note: This section which was adopted as Sec. 8, is herein 
renumbered Sec. 9, to avoid confusion with Sec. 8, supra. 


§ 10 RESIDENTIAL ENERGY CONSERVATION. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7 of this Arti- 
cle, until January 1, 1990 any county, city, town, quasi 
municipal corporation, municipal corporation, or politi- 
cal subdivision of the state which is engaged in the sale 
or distribution of energy may, as authorized by the leg- 
islature, use public moneys or credit derived from oper- 
ating revenues from the sale of energy to assist the 
owners of residential structures in financing the acquisi- 
tion and installation of materials and equipment for the 
conservation or more efficient use of energy in such 
structures. Except as provided in section 7 of this Arti- 
cle, an appropriate charge back shall be made for such 
extension of public moneys or credit and the same shall 
be a lien against the residential structure benefited. Ex- 
cept as to contracts entered into prior thereto, this 
amendment to the state Constitution shall be null and 
void as of January 1, 1990 and shall have no further 
force or effect after that date. [AMENDMENT 70, 1979 
Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 120. Approved 
November 6, 1979.] 
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ARTICLE IX 
EDUCATION 


$1 PREAMBLE. It is the paramount duty of the 
state to make ample provision for the education of all 
children residing within its borders, without distinction 
or preference on account of race, color, caste, or sex. 


$ 2 PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM. The legislature 
shall provide for a general and uniform system of public 
schools. The public school system shall include common 
schools, and such high schools, normal schools, and 
technical schools as may hereafter be established. But 
the entire revenue derived from the common school fund 
and the state tax for common schools shall be exclusively 
applied to the support of the common schools. 


8 3 FUNDS FOR SUPPORT. The principal of the 
common school fund as the same existed on June 30, 
1965, shall remain permanent and irreducible. The said 
fund shall consist of the principal amount thereof exist- 
ing on June 30, 1965, and such additions thereto as may 
be derived after June 30, 1965, from the following 
named sources, to wit: Appropriations and donations by 
the state to this fund; donations and bequests by indi- 
viduals to the state or public for common schools; the 
proceeds of lands and other property which revert to the 
state by escheat and forfeiture; the proceeds of all prop- 
erty granted to the state when the purpose of the grant 
is not specified, or is uncertain; funds accumulated in the 
treasury of the state for the disbursement of which pro- 
vision has not been made by law; the proceeds of the sale 
of stone, minerals, or property other than timber and 
other crops from school and state lands, other than those 
granted for specific purposes; all moneys received from 
persons appropriating stone, minerals or property other 
than timber and other crops from school and state lands 
other than those granted for specific purposes, and all 
moneys other than rental recovered from persons tres- 
passing on said lands; five per centum of the proceeds of 
the sale of public lands lying within the state, which 
shall be sold by the United States subsequent to the ad- 
mission of the state into the Union as approved by sec- 
tion 13 of the act of congress enabling the admission of 
the state into the Union; the principal of all funds aris- 
ing from the sale of lands and other property which have 
been, and hereafter may be granted to the state for the 
support of common schools. The legislature may make 
further provisions for enlarging said fund. 

There is hereby established the common school con- 
struction fund to be used exclusively for the purpose of 
financing the construction of facilities for the common 
schools. The sources of said fund shall be: (1) Those 
proceeds derived from the sale or appropriation of tim- 
ber and other crops from school and state lands subse- 
quent to June 30, 1965, other than those granted for 
specific purposes; (2) the interest accruing on said per- 
manent common school fund from and after July 1, 
1967, together with all rentals and other revenues de- 
rived therefrom and from lands and other property de- 
voted to the permanent common school fund from and 


[Vol. 0 RCW—p 55] 


Article IX 5 3 


after July 1, 1967; and (3) such other sources as the 
legislature may direct. That portion of the common 
school construction fund derived from interest on the 
permanent common school fund may be used to retire 
such bonds as may be authorized by law for the purpose 
of financing the construction of facilities for the common 
schools. 

The interest accruing on the permanent common 
school fund together with all rentals and other revenues 
accruing thereto pursuant to subsection (2) of this sec- 
tion during the period after the effective date of this 
amendment and prior to July 1, 1967, shall be exclu- 
sively applied to the current use of the common schools. 

To the extent that the moneys in the common school 
construction fund are in excess of the amount necessary 
to allow fulfillment of the purpose of said fund, the ex- 
cess shall be available for deposit to the credit of the 
permanent common school fund or available for the cur- 
rent use of the common schools, as the legislature may 
direct. [AMENDMENT 43, 1965 ex.s. Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 22, part 1, p 2817. Approved November 
8, 1966.] 


Original text-—-Art. 9 5 3 FUNDS For SuPPORT-- The principal of 
the common school fund shall remain permanent and irreducible. The 
said fund shall be derived from the following named sources, to wit: 
Appropriations and donations by the state to this fund; donations and 
bequests by individuals to the state or public for common schools, the 
proceeds of lands and other property which revert to the state by es- 
cheat and forfeiture; the proceeds of all property granted to the state 
when the purpose of the grant is not specified, or is uncertain, funds 
accumulated in the treasury of the state for the disbursement of which 
provision has not been made by law, the proceeds of the sale of timber, 
stone, minerals, or other property from school and state lands, other 


than those granted for specific purposes; all moneys received from per-. 


sons appropriating timber, stone, minerals or other property from 
school and state lands other than those granted for specific purposes, 
and all moneys other than rental recovered from persons trespassing on 
said lands, five per centum of the proceeds of the sale of public lands 
lying within the state, which shall be sold by the United States subse- 
quent to the admission of the state into the Union as approved by sec- 
tion 13 of the act of congress enabling the admission of the state into 
the Union, the principal of all funds arising from the sale of lands and 
other property which have been, and hereafter may be granted to the 
state for the support of common schools. The legislature may make 
further provisions for enlarging said fund. The interest accruing on 
said fund together with all rentals and other revenues derived there- 
from and from lands and other property devoted to the common school 
fund shall be exclusively applied to the current use of the common 
schools. 


8 4 SECTARIAN CONTROL OR INFLUENCE 
PROHIBITED. All schools maintained or supported 
wholly or in part by the public funds shall be forever 
free from sectarian control or influence. 


8 5 LOSS OF PERMANENT FUND TO BECOME 
STATE DEBT. All losses to the permanent common 
school or any other state educational fund, which shall 
be occasioned by defalcation, mismanagement or fraud 
of the agents or officers controlling or managing the 
same, shall be audited by the proper authorities of the 
state. The amount so audited shall be a permanent 
funded debt against the state in favor of the particular 
fund sustaining such loss, upon which not less than six 
per cent annual interest shall be paid. The amount of li- 
ability so created shall not be counted as a part of the 
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indebtedness authorized and limited elsewhere in this 
Constitution. 


Investment of permanent school fund: Art. 16 $ 5. 


ARTICLE X 
MILITIA 


51 WHO LIABLE TO MILITARY DUTY. АП 
able-bodied male citizens of this state between the ages 
of eighteen (18) and forty-five (45) years except such as 
are exempt by laws of the United States or by the laws 
of this state, shall be liable to military duty. 


82 ORGANIZATION ——DISCIPLINE OF- 
FICERS POWER TO CALL OUT. The legislature 
shall provide by law for organizing and disciplining the 
militia in such manner as it may deem expedient, not 
incompatible with the Constitution and laws of the 
United States. Officers of the militia shall be elected or 
appointed in such manner as the legislature shall from 
time to time direct and shall be commissioned by the 
governor. The governor shall have power to call forth the 
militia to execute the laws of the state to suppress insur- 
rections and repel invasions. 


$3 SOLDIERS' HOME. The legislature shall pro- 
vide by law for the maintenance of a soldiers' home for 
honorably discharged Union soldiers, sailors, marines 
and members of the state militia disabled while in the 
line of duty and who are bona fide citizens of the state. 


$4 PUBLIC ARMS. The legislature shall provide 
by law, for the protection and safe keeping of the public 
arms. 


5 5 PRIVILEGE FROM ARREST. The militia 
shall, in all cases, except treason, felony and breach of 
the peace, be privileged from arrest during their atten- 
dance at musters and elections of officers, and in going 
to and returning from the same. 


$ 6 EXEMPTION FROM MILITARY DUTY. No 
person or persons, having conscientious scruples against 
bearing arms, shall be compelled to do militia duty in 
time of peace: Provided, such person or persons shall pay 
an equivalent for such exemption. 


ARTICLE XI 
COUNTY, CITY AND TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION 


$1 EXISTING COUNTIES RECOGNIZED. The 
several counties of the Territory of Washington existing 
at the time of the adoption of this Constitution are 
hereby recognized as legal subdivisions of this state. 


52 COUNTY SEATS LOCATION AND RE- 
MOVAL. No county seat shall be removed unless three- 
fifths of the qualified electors of the county, voting on 
the proposition at a general election shall vote in favor of 
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such removal, and three-fifths of all votes cast on the 
proposition shall be required to relocate a county seat. A 
proposition of removal shall not be submitted in the 
same county more than once in four years. 


Governmental continuity during emergency periods: Art. 2 $ 42. 


$3 NEW COUNTIES. No new counties shall be 
established which shall reduce any county to a popula- 
tion less than four thousand (4,000), nor shall a new 
county be formed containing a less population than two 
thousand (2,000). There shall be no territory stricken 
from any county unless a majority of the voters living in 
such territory shall petition therefor and then only under 
such other conditions as may be prescribed by a general 
law applicable to the whole state. Every county which 
shall be enlarged or created from territory taken from 
any other county or counties shall be liable for a just 
proportion of the existing debts and liabilities of the 
county or counties from which such territory shall be 
taken: Provided, That in such accounting neither county 
shall be charged with any debt or liability then existing 
incurred in the purchase of any county property, or in 
the purchase or construction of any county buildings 
then in use, or under construction, which shall fall 
within and be retained by the county: Provided further, 
That this shall not be construed to affect the rights of 
creditors. 


$84 COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND TOWNSHIP 
ORGANIZATION. The legislature shall establish a sys- 
tem of county government, which shall be uniform 
throughout the state except as hereinafter provided, and 
by general laws shall provide for township organization, 
under which any county may organize whenever a ma- 
jority of the qualified electors of such county voting at a 
general election shall so determine; and whenever а 
county shall adopt township organization, the assessment 
and collection of the revenue shall be made, and the 
business of such county and the local affairs of the sev- 
eral townships therein, shall be managed and transacted 
in the manner prescribed by such general law. 

Any county may frame a "Home Rule" charter for its 
own government subject to the Constitution and laws of 
this state, and for such purpose the legislative authority 
of such county may cause an election to be had, at which 
election there shall be chosen by the qualified voters of 
said county not less than fifteen (15) nor more than 
twenty-five (25) freeholders thereof, as determined by 
the legislative authority, who shall have been residents of 
said county for a period of at least five (5) years preced- 
ing their election and who are themselves qualified elec- 
tors, whose duty it shall be to convene within thirty (30) 
days after their election and prepare and propose a 
charter for such county. Such proposed charter shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of said county, and if 
a majority of such qualified electors voting thereon ratify 
the same, it shall become the charter of said county and 
shall become the organic law thereof, and supersede any 
existing charter, including amendments thereto, or any 
existing form of county government, and all special laws 
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inconsistent with such charter. Said proposed charter 
shall be published in two (2) legal newspapers published 
in said county, at least once a week for four (4) consec- 
utive weeks prior to the day of submitting the same to 
the electors for their approval as above provided. All 
elections in this section authorized shall only be had 
upon notice, which notice shall specify the object of 
calling such election and shall be given for at least ten 
(10) days before the day of election in all election dis- 
tricts of said county. Said elections may be general or 
special elections and except as herein provided, shall be 
governed by the law regulating and controlling general 
or special elections in said county. Such charter may be 
amended by proposals therefor submitted by the legisla- 
tive authority of said county to the electors thereof at 
any general election after notice of such submission 
published as above specified, and ratified by a majority 
of the qualified electors voting thereon. In submitting 
any such charter or amendment thereto, any alternate 
article or proposition may be presented for the choice of 
the voters and may be voted on separately without prej- 
udice to others. 

Any home rule charter proposed as herein provided, 
may provide for such county officers as may be deemed 
necessary to carry out and perform all county functions 
as provided by charter or by general law, and for their 
compensation, but shall not affect the election of the 
prosecuting attorney, the county superintendent of 
schools, the judges of the superior court, and the justices 
of the peace, or the jurisdiction of the courts. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing provision for the call- 
ing of an election by the legislative authority of such 
county for the election of freeholders to frame a county 
charter, registered voters equal in number to ten (10) 
per centum of the voters of any such county voting at 
the last preceding general election, may at any time 
propose by petition the calling of an election of free- 
holders. The petition shall be filed with the county audi- 
tor of the county at least three (3) months before any 
general election and the proposal that a board of free- 
holders be elected for the purpose of framing a county 
charter shall be submitted to the vote of the people at 
said general election, and at the same election a board of 
freeholders of not less than fifteen (15) or more than 
twenty-five (25), as fixed in the petition calling for the 
election, shall be chosen to draft the new charter. The 
procedure for the nomination of qualified electors as 
candidates for said board of freeholders shall be pre- 
scribed by the legislative authority of the county, and 
the procedure for the framing of the charter and the 
submission of the charter as framed shall be the same as 
in the case of a board of freeholders chosen at an elec- 
tion initiated by the legislative authority of the county. 

In calling for any election of freeholders as provided 
in this section, the legislative authority of the county 
shall apportion the number of freeholders to. be elected 
in accordance with either the legislative districts or the 
county commissioner districts, if any, within said county, 
the number of said freeholders to be elected from each 
of said districts to be in proportion to the population of 
said districts as nearly as may be. 
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Should the charter proposed receive the affirmative 
vote of the majority of the electors voting thereon, the 
legislative authority of the county shall immediately call 
such special election as may be provided for therein, if 
any, and the county government shall be established in 
accordance with the terms of said charter not more than 
six (6) months after the election at which the charter 
was adopted. 

The terms of all elective officers, except the prosecut- 
ing attorney, the county superintendent of schools, the 
judges of the superior court, and the justices of the 
peace, who are in office at the time of the adoption of a 
Home Rule Charter shall terminate as provided in the 
charter. All appointive officers in office at the time the 
charter goes into effect, whose positions are not abol- 
ished thereby, shall continue until their successors shall 
have qualified. 

After the adoption of such charter, such county shall 
continue to have all the rights, powers, privileges and 
benefits then possessed or thereafter conferred by gen- 
eral law. All the powers, authority and duties granted to 
and imposed on county officers by general law, except 
the prosecuting attorney, the county superintendent of 
schools, the judges of the superior court and the justices 
of the peace, shall be vested in the legislative authority 
of the county unless expressly vested in specific officers 
by the charter. The legislative authority may by resolu- 
tion delegate any of its executive or administrative pow- 
ers, authority or duties not expressly vested in specific 
officers by the charter, to any county officer or officers or 
county employee or employees. 

The provisions of sections 5, 6, 7, and the first sen- 
tence of section 8 of this Article as amended shall not 
apply to counties in which the government has been es- 
tablished by charter adopted under the provisions hereof. 
The authority conferred on the board of county commis- 
sioners by Section 15 of Article II as amended, shall be 
exercised by the legislative authority of the county. 
[AMENDMENT 21, 1947 Senate Joint Resolution No. 
5, p 1372. Approved November 2, 1948.] 


Original text--Art. 11 $ 4 COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND TOWNSHIP 
OncaANIZATION-- T he legislature shall establish a system of county 
government which shall be uniform throughout the state, and by gen- 
eral laws shall provide for township organization, under which any 
county may organize whenever a majority of the qualified electors of 
such county voting at a general election shall so determine, and when- 
ever a county shall adopt township organization the assessment and 
collection of the revenue shall be made and the business of such 
county, and the local affairs of the several townships therein shall be 
managed and transacted in the manner prescribed by such general 
laws. 


$ 5 COUNTY GOVERNMENT. The legislature, by 
general and uniform laws, shall provide for the election 
in the several counties of boards of county commission- 
ers, sheriffs, county clerks, treasurers, prosecuting attor- 
neys and other county, township or precinct and district 
officers, as public convenience may require, and shall 
prescribe their duties, and fix their terms of office: Pro- 
vided, That the legislature may, by general laws, classify 
the counties by population and provide for the election in 
certain classes of counties certain officers who shall ex- 
ercise the powers and perform the duties of two or more 
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officers. It shall regulate the compensation of all such 
officers, in proportion to their duties, and for that pur- 
pose may classify the counties by population: Provided, 
That it may delegate to the legislative authority of the 
counties the right to prescribe the salaries of its own 
members and the salaries of other county officers. And it 
shall provide for the strict accountability of such officers 
for all fees which may be collected by them and for all 
public moneys which may be paid to them, or officially 
come into their possession. [AMENDMENT 57, part, 
1971 Senate Joint Resolution No. 38, part, p 1829. Ap- 
proved November, 1972.] 


Amendment 12 (1924)—-Art. 11 5 5 CouNTY СОУЕВММЕМТ-- The 
legislature, by general and uniform laws, shall provide for the election 
in the several counties of boards of county commissioners, sheriffs, 
county clerks, treasurers, prosecuting attorneys and other county, 
township or precinct and district officers, as public convenience may 
require, and shall prescribe their duties, and fix their terms of office: 
Provided, That the legislature may, by general laws, classify the coun- 
ties by population and provide for the election in certain classes of 
counties certain officers who shall exercise the powers and perform the 
duties of two or more officers. It shall regulate the compensation of all 
such officers, in proportion to their duties, and for that purpose may 
classify the counties by population. And it shall provide for the strict 
accountability of such officers for all fees which may be collected by 
them and for all public moneys which may be paid to them, or off- 
cially come into their possession. [AMENDMENT 12, 1923 p 255 8 1. 
Approved November, 1924.] 


Original text--Art. 11 $ 5 ELECTION AND COMPENSATION OF 
County OrricERS-- The legislature by general and uniform laws shall 
provide for the election in the several counties of boards of county 
commissioners, sheriffs, county clerks, treasurers, prosecuting attor- 
neys, and other county, township or precinct and district officers as 
public convenience may require, and shall prescribe their duties, and 
fix their terms of office. It shall regulate the compensation of all such 
officers, in proportion to their duties, and for that purpose may classify 
the counties by population. And it shall provide for the strict account- 
ability of such officers for all fees which may be collected by them, and 
for all public moneys which may be paid to them, or officially come 
into their possession. 


§ 6 VACANCIES IN TOWNSHIP, PRECINCT OR 
ROAD DISTRICT OFFICE. The board of county com- 
missioners in each county shall fill all vacancies occur- 
ring in any township, precinct or road district office of 
such county by appointment, and officers thus appointed 
shall hold office till the next general election, and until 
their successors аге elected and qualified. 
[AMENDMENT 52, part, 1967 Senate Joint Resolution 
No. 24, part. Approved November 5, 1968.] 


Governmental continuity during emergency periods: Art. 2 § 42. 


Vacancies in legislature and in partisan county elective office: Art. 2 § 
15. 


Original text—Art. 11 $ 6 VACANCIES IN COUNTY, ETC., OFFICES, 
How FiLLED-- The board of county commissioners in each county 
shall fill all vacancies occurring in any county, township, precinct or 
road district office of such county by appointment, and officers thus 
appointed shall hold office till the next general election, and until their 
successors are elected and qualified. 


$7 TENURE OF OFFICE LIMITED TO TWO 
TERMS. (Repealed Бу AMENDMENT 22, 1947 House 
Joint Resolution No. 4, p 1385. Approved November 2, 
1948.] 


Original text-—Art. 11 $ 7 TENURE OF OFFICE LIMITED TO Two 
TERMS—No county officer shall be eligible to hold his office more than 
two terms in succession. 
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$ 8 SALARIES AND LIMITATIONS AFFECT- 
ING. The salary of any county, city, town, or municipal 
officers shall not be increased except as provided in sec- 
tion 1 of Article XXX or diminished after his election, 
or during his term of office; nor shall the term of any 
such officer be extended beyond the period for which he 
is elected or appointed. [AMENDMENT 57, part, 1971 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 38, part, p 1829. Approved 
November, 1972.] 


Original text--Art. 11 $ 8 SALARIES AND LIMITATIONS AFFECTING 
--The legislature shall fix the compensation by salaries of all county 
officers, and of constables in cities having a population of five thousand 
and upwards, except that public administrators, surveyors and coroners 
may or may not be salaried officers. The salary of any county, city, 
town, or municipal officers shall not be increased or diminished after 
his election, or during his term of office, nor shall the term of any such 
officer be extended beyond the period for which he is elected or 
appointed. d 


$ 9 STATE TAXES NOT TO BE RELEASED OR 
COMMUTED. No county, nor the inhabitants thereof, 
nor the property therein, shall be released or discharged 
from its or their proportionate share of taxes to be levied 
for state purposes, nor shall commutation for such taxes 
be authorized in any form whatever. 


$ 10 INCORPORATION OF MUNICIPALITIES. 
" Corporations for municipal purposes shall пої be created 
by special laws; but the legislature, by general laws, 
shall provide for the incorporation, organization and 
classification in proportion to population, of cities and 
towns, which laws may be altered, amended or repealed. 
Cities and towns heretofore organized, or incorporated 
may become organized under such general laws when- 
ever a majority of the electors voting at a general elec- 
tion, shall so determine, and shall organize in conformity 
therewith; and cities or towns heretofore or hereafter or- 
ganized, and all charters thereof framed or adopted by 
authority of this Constitution shall be subject to and 
controlled by general laws. Any city containing a popu- 
lation of ten thousand inhabitants, or more, shall be 
permitted to frame a charter for its own government, 
consistent with and subject to the Constitution and laws 
of this state, and for such purpose the legislative author- 
ity of such city may cause an election to be had at which 
election there shall be chosen by the qualified electors of 
said city, fifteen freeholders thereof, who shall have been 
residents of said city for a period of at least two years 
preceding their election and qualified electors, whose 
duty it shall be to convene within ten days after their 
election, and prepare and propose a charter for such 
city. Such proposed charter shall be submitted to the 
qualified electors of said city, and if a majority of such 
qualified electors voting thereon ratify the same, it shall 
become the charter of said city, and shall become the 
organic law thereof, and supersede any existing charter 
including amendments thereto, and all special laws in- 
consistent with such charter. Said proposed charter shall 
be published in the daily newspaper of largest general 
circulation published in the area to be incorporated as a 
first class city under the charter or, if no daily newspa- 
per is published therein, then in the newspaper having 
the largest general circulation within such area at least 
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once each week for four weeks next preceding the day of 
submitting the same to the electors for their approval, as 
above provided. All elections in this section authorized 
shall only be had upon notice, which notice shall specify 
the object of calling such election, and shall be given as 
required by law. Said elections may be general or special 
elections, and except as herein provided shall be gov- 
erned by the law regulating and controlling general or 
special elections in said city. Such charter may be 
amended by proposals therefor submitted by the legisla- 
tive authority of such city to the electors thereof at any 
general election after notice of said submission published 
as above specified, and ratified by a majority of the 
qualified electors voting thereon. In submitting any such 
charter, or amendment thereto, any alternate article or 
proposition may be presented for the choice of the vot- 
ers, and may be voted on separately without prejudice to 
others. [AMENDMENT 40, 1963 ex.s. Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 1, p 1526. Approved November 3, 1964.] 


Original text-~Art. 11 5 10 INCORPORATION OF MUNICIPALITIES 
-- Corporations for municipal purposes shall not be created by special 
laws, but the legislature, by general laws, shall provide for the incor- 
poration, organization and classification in proportion to population, of 
cities and towns, which laws may be altered, amended or repealed. 
Cities and towns heretofore organized, or incorporated may become 
organized under such general laws whenever a majority of the electors 
voting at a general election, shall so determine, and shall organize in 
conformity therewith; and cities or towns heretofore or hereafter orga- 
nized, and all charters thereof framed or adopted by authority of this 
Constitution shall be subject to, and controlled by general laws. Any 
city containing a population of twenty thousand inhabitants, or more, 
shall be permitted to frame a charter for its own government, consis- 
tent with and subject to the Constitution and laws of this state, and for 
such purpose the legislative authority of such city may cause an elec- 
tion to be had at which election there shall be chosen by the qualified 
electors of said city, fifteen freeholders thereof, who shall have been 
residents of said city for a period of at least two years preceding their 
election and qualified electors, whose duty it shall be to convene within 
ten days after their election, and prepare and propose a charter for 
such city. Such proposed charter shall be submitted to the qualified 
electors of said city, and if a majority of such qualified electors voting 
thereon ratify the same, it shall become the charter of said city, and 
shall become the organic law thereof, and supersede any existing char- 
ter including amendments thereto, and all special laws inconsistent 
with such charter. Said proposed charter shall be published in two 
daily newspapers published in said city, for at least thirty days prior to 
the day of submitting the same to the electors for their approval, as 
above provided. All elections in this section authorized shall only be 
had upon notice, which notice shall specify the object of calling such 
election, and shall be given for at least ten days before the day of elec- 
tion, in all election districts of said city. Said elections may be general 
or special elections, and except as herein provided shall be governed by 
the law regulating and controlling general or special elections in said 
city. Such charter may be amended by proposals therefore submitted 
by the legislative authority of such city to the electors thereof at any 
general election after notice of said submission published as above 
specified, and ratified by a majority of the qualified electors voting 
thereon. In submitting any such charter, or amendment thereto, any 
alternate article or proposition may be presented for the choice of the 
voters, and may be voted on separately without prejudice to others. 


Authority to incur and limit of indebtedness: Art. 8 $ 6. 


$ 11 POLICE AND SANITARY REGULATIONS. 
Any county, city, town or township may make and en- 
force within its limits all such local police, sanitary and 
other regulations as are not in conflict with general laws. 


5 12 ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF 
TAXES IN MUNICIPALITIES. The legislature shall 
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have no power to impose taxes upon counties, cities, 
towns or other municipal corporations, or upon the in- 
habitants or property thereof, for county, city, town, or 
other municipal purposes, but may, by general laws, vest 
in the corporate authorities thereof, the power to assess 
and collect taxes for such purposes. 


5 13 PRIVATE PROPERTY, WHEN МАУ BE 
TAKEN FOR PUBLIC DEBT. Private property shall 
not be taken or sold for the payment of the corporate 
debt of any public or municipal corporation, except in 
the mode provided by law for the levy and collection of 
taxes. 


§ 14 PRIVATE USE OF PUBLIC FUNDS PRO- 
HIBITED. The making of profit out of county, city, 
town, or other public money, or using the same for any 
purpose not authorized by law, by any officer having the 
possession or control thereof, shall be a felony, and shall 
be prosecuted and punished as prescribed by law. 


§ 15 DEPOSIT OF PUBLIC FUNDS. АП moneys, 
assessments and taxes belonging to or collected for the 
use of any county, city, town or other public or munici- 
pal corporation, coming into the hands of any officer 
thereof, shall immediately be deposited with the trea- 
surer, or other legal depositary to the credit of such city, 
town, or other corporation respectively, for the benefit of 
the funds to which they belong. 


8 16 COMBINED CITY-COUNTY. Any county 
may frame a "Home Rule" charter subject to the Con- 
stitution and laws of this state to provide for the forma- 
tion and government of combined city and county 
municipal corporations, each of which shall be known as 
"city-county". Registered voters equal in number to ten 
(10) percent of the voters of any such county voting at 
the last preceding general election may at any time pro- 
pose by a petition the calling of an election of freehold- 
ers. The provisions of section 4 of this Article with 
respect to a petition calling for an election of freeholders 
to frame a county home rule charter, the election of 
freeholders, and the framing and adoption of a county 
home rule charter pursuant to such petition shall apply 
to a petition proposed under this section for the election 
of freeholders to frame a city-county charter, the elec- 
tion of freeholders, and to the framing and adoption of 
such city-county charter pursuant to such petition. Ex- 
cept as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions 
of section 4 applicable to a county home rule charter 
shall apply to a city-county charter. If there are not 
sufficient legal newspapers published in the county to 
meet the requirements for publication of a proposed 
charter under section 4 of this Article, publication in a 
legal newspaper circulated in the county may be substi- 
tuted for publication in a legal newspaper published in 
the county. No such "city-county" shall be formed ex- 
cept by a majority vote of the qualified electors voting 
thereon in the county. The charter shall designate the 
respective officers of such city-county who shall perform 
the duties imposed by law upon county officers. Every 
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such city-county shall have and enjoy all rights, powers 
and privileges asserted in its charter, and in addition 
thereto, such rights, powers and privileges as may be 
granted to it, or to any city or county or class or classes 
of cities and counties. In the event of a conflict in the 
constitutional provisions applying to cities and those ap- 
plying to counties or of a conflict in the general laws ap- 
plying to cities and those applying to counties, a city- 
county shall be authorized to exercise any powers that 
are granted to either the cities or the counties. 

No legislative enactment which is a prohibition or re- 
striction shall apply to the rights, powers and privileges 
of a city-county unless such prohibition or restriction 
shall apply equally to every other city, county, and city- 
county. 

The provisions of sections 2, 3, 5, 6, and 8 and of the 
first paragraph of section 4 of this article shall not apply 
to any such city-county. 

Municipal corporations may be retained or otherwise 
provided for within the city-county. The formation, 
powers and duties of such municipal corporations shall 
be prescribed by the charter. 

No city-county shall for any purpose become indebted 
in any manner to an amount exceeding three per centum 
of the taxable property in such city-county without the 
assent of three-fifths of the voters therein voting at an 
election to be held for that purpose, nor in cases requir- 
ing such assent shall the total indebtedness at any time 
exceed ten per centum of the value of the taxable prop- 
erty therein, to be ascertained by the last assessment for 
city-county purposes previous to the incurring of such 
indebtedness: Provided, That no part of the indebtedness 
allowed in this section shall be incurred for any purpose 
other than strictly city-county or other municipal pur- 
poses: Provided further, That any city-county, with such 
assent may be allowed to become indebted to a larger 
amount, but not exceeding five per centum additional for 
supplying such city-county with water, artificial light, 
and sewers, when the works for supplying such water, 
light, and sewers shall be owned and controlled by the 
city-county. 

No municipal corporation which is retained or other- 
wise provided for within the city-county shall for any 
purpose become indebted in any manner to an amount 
exceeding one and one-half per centum of the taxable 
property in such municipal corporation without the as- 
sent of three-fifths of the voters therein voting at an 
election to be held for that purpose, nor shall the total 
indebtedness at any time exceed five per centum of the 
value of the taxable property therein, to be ascertained 
by the last assessment for city-county purposes previous 
to the incurring of such indebtedness: Provided, That no 
part of the indebtedness allowed in this section shall be 
incurred for any purpose other than strictly municipal 
purposes: Provided further, That any such municipal 
corporation, with such assent, may be allowed to become 
indebted to a larger amount, but not exceeding five per 
centum additional for supplying such municipal corpo- 
ration with water, artificial light, and sewers, when the 
works for supplying such water, light, and sewers shall 
be owned and controlled by the municipal corporation. 
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All taxes which are levied and collected within a munic- 
ipal corporation for a specific purpose shall be expended 
within that municipal corporation. 

The authority conferred on the city-county govern- 
ment shall not be restricted by the second sentence of 
Article 7, section 1, or by Article 8, section 6 of this 
Constitution. (AMENDMENT 58, 1971 House Joint 
Resolution No. 21, p 1831. Approved November, 1972.] 


Amendment 23 (1948)-—Art. 11 $ 16 COMBINED CITY AND COUNTY 
--The legislature shall, by general law, provide for the formation of 
combined city and county municipal corporations, and for the manner 
of determining the territorial limits thereof, each of which shall be 
known as a "city and county," and, when organized, shall contain a 
population of at least three hundred thousand (300,000) inhabitants. 
No such city and county shall be formed except by a majority vote of 
the qualified electors of the area proposed to be included therein and 
also by a majority vote of the qualified electors of the remainder of 
that county from which such area is to be taken. Any such city and 
county shall be permitted to frame a charter for its own government, 
and amend the same, in the manner provided for cities by section I0 of 
this article: Provided, however, That the first charter of such city and 
county shall be framed and adopted in a manner to be specified in the 
general law authorizing the formation of such corporations: Provided 
further, That every such charter shall designate the respective officers 
of such city and county who shall perform the duties imposed by law 
upon county officers. Every such city and county shall have and enjoy 
all rights, powers and privileges asserted in its charter, not inconsistent 
with general laws, and in addition thereto, such rights, powers and 
privileges as may be granted to it, or possessed and enjoyed by cities 
and counties of like population separately organized. 

No count y or county government existing outside the territorial lim- 
its of such county and city shall exercise any police, taxation or other 
powers within the territorial limits of such county and city, but all such 
powers shall be exercised by the city and county and the officers 
thereof, subject to such constitutional provisions and general laws as 
apply to either cities or counties: Provided, That the provisions of sec- 
tions 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 of this article shall not apply to any such 
city and county: Provided further, That the salary of any elective or 
appointive officer of a city and county shall not be changed after his 
election or appointment or during his term of office; nor shall the term 
of any such officer be extended beyond the period for which he is 
elected or appointed. In case an existing county is divided in the for- 
mation of a city and county, such city and county shall be liable for a 
Just proportion of the existing debts or liabilities of the former county, 
and shall account for and pay the county remaining a just proportion 
of the value of any real estate or other property owned by the former 
county and taken over by the county and city, the method of deter- 
mining such just proportion to be prescribed by general law, but such 
division shall not affect the rights of creditors. The officers of a city 
and county, their compensation, qualifications, term of office and man- 
ner of election or appointment shall be as provided for in its charter, 
subject to general laws and applicable constitutional provisions. 
[AMENDMENT 23, 1947 House Joint Resolution No. 13, p 1386. 
Approved November 2, 1948.] 


ARTICLE XII 
CORPORATIONS OTHER THAN MUNICIPAL 


5 1 CORPORATIONS, HOW FORMED. Corpora- 
tions may be formed under general laws, but shall not be 
created by special acts. All laws relating to corporations 
may be altered, amended or repealed by the legislature 
at any time, and all corporations doing business in this 
state may, as to such business, be regulated, limited or 
restrained by law. 


$ 2 EXISTING CHARTERS. All existing charters, 
franchises, special or exclusive privileges, under which 
an actual and bona fide organization shall not have 
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taken place, and business been commenced in good faith, 
at the time of the adoption of this Constitution shall 
thereafter have no validity. 


5 3 EXISTING CHARTERS NOT TO BE ЕХ- 
TENDED NOR FORFEITURE REMITTED. The legis- 
lature shall not extend any franchise or charter, nor 
remit the forfeiture of any franchise or charter of any 
corporation now existing, or which shall hereafter exist 
under the laws of this state. 


$4 LIABILITY OF STOCKHOLDERS. Each 
stockholder in all incorporated companies, except cor- 
porations organized for banking or insurance purposes, 
shall be liable for the debts of the corporation to the 
amount of his unpaid stock and no more; and one or 
more stockholders may be joined as parties defendant in 
suits to recover upon this liability. 


§ 5 TERM "CORPORATION," DEFINED 
RIGHT TO SUE AND BE SUED. The term corpora- 
tions, as used in this article, shall be construed to include 
all associations and joint stock companies having any 
powers or privileges of corporations not possessed by in- 
dividuals or partnerships, and all corporations shall have 
the right to sue and shall be subject to be sued, in all 
courts, in like cases as natural persons. 


§ 6 LIMITATIONS UPON ISSUANCE OF 
STOCK. Corporations shall not issue stock, except to 
bona fide subscribers therefor, or their assignees; nor 
shall any corporation issue any bond, or other obligation, 
for the payment of money, except for money or property 
received or labor done. The stock of corporations shall 
not be increased, except in pursuance of a general law, 
nor shall any law authorize the increase of stock, with- 
out the consent of the person or persons holding the 
larger amount in value of the stock, nor without due no- 
tice of the proposed increase having been previously 
given in such manner as may be prescribed by law. All 
fictitious increase of stock or indebtedness shall be void. 


§ 7 FOREIGN CORPORATIONS. No corporation 
organized outside the limits of this state shall be allowed 
to transact business within the state on more favorable 
conditions than are prescribed by law to similar corpor- 
ations organized under the laws of this state. 


§ 8 ALIENATION OF FRANCHISE NOT TO RE- 
LEASE LIABILITIES. No corporation shall lease or 
alienate any franchise, so as to relieve the franchise, or 
property held thereunder, from the liabilities of the les- 
sor, or grantor, lessee, or grantee, contracted or incurred 
in the operation, use, or enjoyment of such franchise or 
any of its privileges. 


§ 9 STATE NOT TO LOAN ITS CREDIT OR 
SUBSCRIBE FOR STOCK. The state shall not in any 
manner loan its credit, nor shall it subscribe to, or be 
interested in the stock of any company, association or 
corporation. 
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$ 10 EMINENT DOMAIN AFFECTING. The ex- 
ercise of the right of eminent domain shall never be so 
abridged or construed as to prevent the legislature from 
taking the property and franchises of incorporated com- 
panies, and subjecting them to public use the same as 
the property of individuals. 


§ 11 STOCKHOLDER LIABILITY. No corpora- 
tion, association, or individual shall issue or put in cir- 
culation as money anything but the lawful money of the 
United States. Each stockholder of any banking or in- 
surance corporation or joint stock association shall be 
individually and personally liable equally and ratably, 
and not one for another, for all contracts, debts, and en- 
gagements of such corporation or association accruing 
while they remain such stockholders, to the extent of the 
amount of their stock therein at the par value thereof, in 
addition to the amount invested in such shares. 

The legislature may provide that stockholders of 
banking corporations organized under the laws of this 
state which shall provide and furnish, either through 
membership in the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora- 
tion, or through membership in any other instrumental- 
ity of the government of the United States, insurance or 
security for the payment of the debts and obligations of 
such banking corporation equivalent to that required by 
the laws of the United States to be furnished and pro- 
vided by national banking associations, shall be relieved 
from liability for the debts and obligations of such 
banking corporation to the same extent that stockholders 
of national banking associations are relieved from liabil- 
ity for the debts and obligations of such national bank- 
ing associations under the laws of the United States. 
[AMENDMENT 16, 1939 Senate Joint Resolution No. 
8, p 1024. Approved November, 1940.] 


Original (ехі--Агі. 12 $ 11 PROHIBITION AGAINST ISSUANCE OF 
MONEY AND LIABILITY OF STOCKHOLDERS IN BANKS-~No согрога- 
tion, association, or individual shall issue or put in circulation as 
money anything but the lawful money of the United States. Each 
stockholder of any banking or insurance corporation or joint stock as- 
sociation, shall be individually and personally liable equally and rat- 
ably and not one for another, for all contracts, debts and engagements 
of such corporation or association accruing while they remain such 
stockholders to the extent of the amount of their stock therein at the 
par value thereof, in addition to the amount invested in such shares. 


§ 12 RECEIVING DEPOSITS BY BANK AFTER 
INSOLVENCY. Any president, director, manager, cash- 
ier, or other officer of any banking institution, who shall 
receive or assent to the reception of deposits, after he 
shall have knowledge of the fact that such banking in- 
stitution is insolvent or in failing circumstances, shall be 
individually responsible for such deposits so received. 


$ 13 COMMON CARRIERS, REGULATION OF. 
All railroad, canal and other transportation companies 
are declared to be common carriers and subject to legis- 
lative control. Any association or corporation organized 
for the purpose, under the laws of this state, shall have 
the right to connect at the state line with railroads of 
other states. Every railroad company shall have the right 
with its road, whether the same be now constructed or 
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may hereafter be constructed, to intersect, cross or con- 
nect with any other railroad, and when such railroads 
are of the same or similar gauge they shall at all cross- 
ings and at all points, where a railroad shall begin or 
terminate at or near any other railroad, form proper 
connections so that the cars of any such railroad compa- 
nies may be speedily transferred from one railroad to 
another. All railroad companies shall receive and trans- 
port each the other's passengers, tonnage and cars with- 
out delay or discrimination. 


$ 14 PROHIBITION AGAINST COMBINATIONS 
BY CARRIERS. [Repealed by AMENDMENT 67, 1977 
House Joint Resolution No. 57. Approved November 8, 
1977.] 


Original text——Art. 12 $ 14 PROHIBITION AGAINST COMBINATIONS 
BY CARRIERS--No railroad company, or other common carrier, shall 
combine or make any contract with the owners of any vessel that 
leaves port or makes port in this state, or with any common carrier, by 
which combination or contract the earnings of one doing the carrying 
are to be shared by the other not doing the carrying. 


5 15 PROHIBITION AGAINST DISCRIMINAT- 
ING CHARGES. No discrimination in charges or facili- 
ties for transportation shall be made by any railroad or 
other transportation company between places or persons, 
or in the facilities for the transportation of the same 
classes of freight or passengers within this state, or com- 
ing from or going to any other state. Persons and prop- 
erty transported over any railroad, or by any other 
transportation company, or individual, shall be delivered 
at any station, landing or port, at charges not exceeding 
the charges for the transportation of persons and prop- 
erty of the same class, in the same direction, to any 
more distant station, port or landing. Excursion and 
commutation tickets may be issued at special rates. 


$ 16 PROHIBITION AGAINST CONSOLIDAT- 
ING OF COMPETING LINES. No railroad corporation 
shall consolidate its stock, property or franchises with 
any other railroad corporation owning a competing line. 


$ 17 ROLLING STOCK, PERSONALTY FOR 
PURPOSE OF TAXATION. The rolling stock and other 
movable property belonging to any railroad company or 
corporation in this state, shall be considered personal 
property, and shall be liable to taxation and to execution 
and sale in the same manner as the personal property of 
individuals and such property shall not be exempted 
from execution and sale. 


§ 18 RATES FOR TRANSPORTATION. The leg- 
islature may pass laws establishing reasonable rates of 
charges for the transportation of passengers and freight, 
and to correct abuses and prevent discrimination and 
extortion in the rates of freight and passenger tariffs on 
the different railroads and other common carriers in the 
state, and shall enforce such laws by adequate penalties. 
A railroad and transportation commission may be estab- 
lished and its powers and duties fully defined by law. 
[AMENDMENT 66, 1977 House Joint Resolution No. 
55. Approved November 8, 1977.] 
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Original text--Art. 12 8 18 MAXIMUM RATES FOR TRANSPORTA- 
TION-- The legislature shall pass laws establishing reasonable maxi- 
mum rates of charges for the transportation of passengers and freight, 
and to correct abuses and prevent discrimination and extortion in the 
rates of freight and passenger tariffs on the different railroads and 
other common carriers in the state, and shall enforce such laws by ad- 
equate penalties. A railroad and transportation commission may be es- 
tablished and its powers and duties fully defined by law. 


§ 19 TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMPA- 
NIES. Any association or corporation, or the lessees or 
managers thereof, organized for the purpose, or any in- 
dividual, shall have the right to construct and maintain 
lines of telegraph and telephone within this state, and 
said companies shall receive and transmit each other's 
messages without delay or discrimination and all of such 
companies are hereby declared to be common carriers 
and subject to legislative control. Railroad corporations 
organized or doing business in this state shall allow tele- 
graph and telephone corporations and companies to con- 
struct and maintain telegraph lines on and along the 
rights of way of such railroads and railroad companies, 
and no railroad corporation organized or doing business 
in this state shall allow any telegraph corporation or 
company any facilities, privileges or rates for transpor- 
tation of men or material or for repairing their lines not 
allowed to all telegraph companies. The right of eminent 
domain is hereby extended to all telegraph and telephone 
companies. The legislature shall, by general law of uni- 
form operation, provide reasonable regulations to give 
effect to this section. 


Eminent domain: Art. 1 § 16. 


§ 20 PROHIBITION AGAINST FREE TRANS- 
PORTATION FOR PUBLIC OFFICERS. No railroad 
or other transportation company shall grant free passes, 
or sell tickets or passes at a discount, other than as sold 
to the public generally, to any member of the legislature, 
or to any person holding any public office within this 
state. The legislature shall pass laws to carry this provi- 
sion into effect. 


$ 21 EXPRESS COMPANIES. Railroad companies 
now or hereafter organized or doing business in this 
state, shall allow all express companies organized or do- 
ing business in this state, transportation over all lines of 
railroad owned or operated by such railroad companies 
upon equal terms with any other express company, and 
no railroad corporation organized or doing business in 
this state shall allow any express corporation or com- 
pany any facilities, privileges or rates for transportation 
of men or materials or property carried by them or for 
doing the business of such express companies not al- 
lowed to all express companies. 


§ 22 MONOPOLIES AND TRUSTS. Monopolies 
and trusts shall never be allowed in this state, and no 
incorporated company, copartnership, or association of 
persons in this state shall directly or indirectly combine 
or make any contract with any other incorporated com- 
pany, foreign or domestic, through their stockholders, or 
the trustees or assignees of such stockholders, or with 
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any copartnership or association of persons, or in any 
manner whatever for the purpose of fixing the price or 
limiting the production or regulating the transportation 
of any product or commodity. The legislature shall pass 
laws for the enforcement of this section by adequate 
penalties, and in case of incorporated companies, if nec- 
essary for that purpose, may declare a forfeiture of their 
franchises. 


ARTICLE XIII 
STATE INSTITUTIONS 


§ 1 EDUCATIONAL, REFORMATORY AND PE- 
NAL INSTITUTIONS. Educational, reformatory and 
penal institutions; those for the benefit of blind, deaf, 
dumb, or otherwise defective youth; for the insane or id- 
iotic; and such other institutions as the public good may 
require, shall be fostered and supported by the state, 
subject to such regulations as may be provided by law. 
The regents, trustees, or commissioners of all such insti- 
tutions existing at the time of the adoption of this Con- 
stitution, and of such as shall thereafter be established 
by law, shall be appointed by the governor, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate; and upon all nomi- 
nations made by the governor, the question shall be 
taken by ayes and noes, and entered upon the journal. 


ARTICLE XIV 
SEAT OF GOVERNMENT 


§ 1 STATE CAPITAL, LOCATION OF. The legis- 
lature shall have no power to change, or to locate the 
seat of government of this state; but the question of the 
permanent location of the seat of government of the 
state shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the 
Territory, at the election to be held for the adoption of 
this Constitution. A majority of all the votes cast at said 
election, upon said question, shall be necessary to deter- 
mine the permanent location of the seat of government 
for the state; and no place shall ever be the seat of gov- 
ernment which shall not receive a majority of the votes 
cast on that matter. In case there shall be no choice of 
location at said first election the legislature shall, at its 
first regular session after the adoption of this Constitu- 
tion, provide for submitting to the qualified electors of 
the state, at the next succeeding general election there- 
after, the question of choice of location between the 
three places for which the highest number of votes shall 
have been cast at the said first election. Said legislature 
shall provide further that in case there shall be no choice 
of location at said second election, the question of choice 
between the two places for which the highest number of 
votes shall have been cast, shall be submitted in like 
manner to the qualified electors of the state at the next 
ensuing general election: Provided, That until the seat of 
government shall have been permanently located as 
herein provided, the temporary location thereof shall re- 
main at the city of Olympia. 
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$2 CHANGE OF STATE CAPITAL. When the 
seat of government shall have been located as herein 
provided, the location thereof shall not thereafter be 
changed except by a vote of two-thirds of all the quali- 
fied electors of the state voting on that question, at a 
general election, at which the question of location of the 
seat of government shall have been submitted by the 
legislature. 


Governmental continuity during emergency periods: Art. 2 $ 42. 


5 З RESTRICTIONS ON APPROPRIATIONS 
FOR CAPITOL BUILDINGS. The legislature shall 
make no appropriations or expenditures for capitol 
buildings or grounds, except to keep the Territorial cap- 
itol buildings and grounds in repair, and for making all 
necessary additions thereto, until the seat of government 
shall have been permanently located, and the public 
buildings are erected at the permanent capital in pursu- 
ance of law. 


ARTICLE XV 
HARBORS AND TIDE WATERS 


$1 HARBOR LINE COMMISSION AND RE- 
STRAINT ON DISPOSITION. The legislature shall 
provide for the appointment of a commission whose duty 
it shall be to locate and establish harbor lines in the 
navigable waters of all harbors, estuaries, bays and inlets 
of this state, wherever such navigable waters lie within 
or in front of the corporate limits of any city, or within 
one mile thereof on either side. Any harbor line so lo- 
cated or established may thereafter be changed, relo- 
cated or reestablished by the commission pursuant to 
such provision as may be made therefor by the legisla- 
ture. The state shall never give, sell or lease to any pri- 
vate person, corporation, or association any rights 
whatever in the waters beyond such harbor lines, nor 
shall any of the area lying between any harbor line and 
the line of ordinary high water, and within not less than 
fifty feet nor more than two thousand feet of such har- 
bor line (as the commission shall determine) be sold or 
granted by the state, nor its rights to control the same 
relinquished, but such area shall be forever reserved for 
landings, wharves, streets, and other conveniences of 
navigation and commerce. [AMENDMENT 15, 1931 p 
417 8 1. Approved November, 1932.) 


Tide lands: Art. 17. 


Original text—Art. 15 $ 1 HARBOR LINE COMMISSION AND RE- 
STRAINT ON DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN TIDE LANDS— T he legislature 
shall provide for the appointment of a commission whose duty it shall 
be to locate and establish harbor lines in the navigable waters of all 
harbors, estuaries, bays and inlets of this state, wherever such naviga- 
ble waters lie within or in front of the corporate limits of any city or 
within one mile thereof on either side. T he state shall never give, sell or 
lease to any private person, corporation or association any rights what- 
ever in the waters beyond such harbor lines, nor shall any of the area 
lying between any harbor line and the line of ordinary high tide, and 
within not less than fifty feet nor more than six hundred feet of such 
harbor line (as the commission shall determine) be sold or granted by 
the state, nor its right to control the same relinquished, but such area 
shall be forever reserved for landings, wharves, streets and other con- 
veniences of navigation and commerce. 
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$2 LEASING AND MAINTENANCE OF 
WHARVES, DOCKS, ETC. The legislature shall pro- 
vide general laws for the leasing of the right to build and 
maintain wharves, docks and other structures, upon the 
areas mentioned in section one of this article, but no 
lease shall be made for any term longer than thirty 
years, or the legislature may provide by general laws for 
the building and maintaining upon such area wharves, 
docks, and other structures. 


$3 EXTENSION OF STREETS OVER TIDE 
LANDS. Municipal corporations shall have the right to 
extend their streets over intervening tide lands to and 
across the area reserved as herein provided. 


ARTICLE XVI 
SCHOOL AND GRANTED LANDS 


$ 1 DISPOSITION OF. АП the public lands granted 
to the state are held in trust for all the people and none 
of such lands, nor any estate or interest therein, shall 
ever be disposed of unless the full market value of the 
estate or interest disposed of, to be ascertained in such 
manner as may be provided by law, be paid or safely se- 
cured to the state; nor shall any lands which the state 
holds by grant from the United States (in any case in 
which the manner of disposal and minimum price are so 
prescribed) be disposed of except in the manner and for 
at least the price prescribed in the grant thereof, without 
the consent of the United States. 


§ 2 MANNER AND TERMS OF SALE. None of 
the lands granted to the state for educational purposes 
shall be sold otherwise than at public auction to the 
highest bidder, the value thereof, less the improvements 
shall, before any sale, be appraised by a board of ap- 
praisers to be provided by law, the terms of payment 
also to be prescribed by law, and no sale shall be valid 
unless the sum bid be equal to the appraised value of 
said land. In estimating the value of such lands for dis- 
posal, the value of the improvements thereon shall be 
excluded: Provided, That the sale of all school and uni- 
versity land heretofore made by the commissioners of 
any county or the university commissioners when the 
purchase price has been paid in good faith, may be con- 
firmed by the legislature. 


$ 3 LIMITATIONS ON SALES. No more than 
one-fourth of the land granted to the state for educa- 
tional purposes shall be sold prior to January 1, 1895, 
and not more than one-half prior to January 1, 1905: 
provided, that nothing herein shall be so construed as to 
prevent the state from selling the timber or stone off of 
any of the state lands in such manner and on such terms 
as may be prescribed by law: and provided, further, that 
no sale of timber lands shall be valid unless the full 
value of such lands is paid or secured to the state. 


$ 4 HOW MUCH MAY BE OFFERED IN CER- 
TAIN CASES——PLATTING OF. No more than one 
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hundred and sixty (160) acres of any granted lands of 
the state shall be offered for sale in one parcel, and all 
lands within the limits of any incorporated city or within 
two miles of the boundary of any incorporated city 
where the valuation of such land shall be found by ap- 
praisement to exceed one hundred dollars ($100) per 
acre shall, before the same be sold, be platted into lots 
and blocks of not more than five acres in a block, and 
not more than one block shall be offered for sale in one 
parcel. 


5 5 INVESTMENT OF PERMANENT COMMON 
SCHOOL FUND. The permanent common school fund 
of this state may be invested as authorized by law. 
(AMENDMENT 44, 1965 ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution 
No. 22, part 2, p 2817. Approved November 8, 1966.] 


Amendment 1 (1894)--Агі. 16 $ 5 INVESTMENT OF SCHOOL FUND 
--Мопе of the permanent school fund of this state shall ever be loaned 
to private persons or corporations, but it may be invested in national, 
state, county, municipal or school district bonds. [AMENDMENT 1, 
1893 p 9 $ 1. Approved November, 1894.] 


Original text--Art. 16 $ 5 INVESTMENT OF PERMANENT SCHOOL 
FuNp--None of the permanent school fund shall ever be loaned to 
private persons or corporations, but it may be invested in national, 
state, county or municipal bonds. 


Funds for support of education: Art. 9 $ 3. 


ARTICLE XVII 
TIDE LANDS 


$1 DECLARATION OF STATE OWNERSHIP. 
The state of Washington asserts its ownership to the 
beds and shores of all navigable waters in the state up to 
and including the line of ordinary high tide, in waters 
where the tide ebbs and flows, and up to and including 
the line of ordinary high water within the banks of all 
navigable rivers and lakes: Provided, that this section 
shall not be construed so as to debar any person from 
asserting his claim to vested rights in the courts of the 
state. 


Harbors and tide waters: Art. 15. 


5 2 DISCLAIMER OF CERTAIN LANDS. The 
state of Washington disclaims all title in and claim to all 
tide, swamp and overflowed lands, patented by the 
United States: Provided, the same is not impeached for 
fraud. 


ARTICLE XVIII 
STATE SEAL 


$81 SEAL OF THE STATE. The seal of the State 
of Washington shall be, a seal encircled with the words: 
"The Seal of the State of Washington," with the vi- 
gnette of General George Washington as the central fig- 
ure, and beneath the vignette the figures "1889." 


Custody of seal: Art. 3 $ 18. 
State seal: RCW 1.20.080. 
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ARTICLE XIX 
EXEMPTIONS 


5 1 EXEMPTIONS HOMESTEADS, ETC. 
The legislature shall protect by law from forced sale a 
certain portion of the homestead and other property of 
all heads of families. 


ARTICLE XX 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND VITAL STATISTICS 


$ 1 BOARD OF HEALTH AND BUREAU OF VI- 
TAL STATISTICS. There shall be established by law a 
state board of health and a bureau of vital statistics in 
connection therewith, with such powers as the legislature 
may direct. 


$ 2 REGULATIONS CONCERNING MEDICINE, 
SURGERY AND PHARMACY. The legislature shall 
enact laws to regulate the practice of medicine and sur- 
gery, and the sale of drugs and medicines. 


ARTICLE XXI 
WATER AND WATER RIGHTS 


$ 1 PUBLIC USE OF WATER. The use of the wa- 
ters of this state for irrigation, mining and manufactur- 
ing purposes shall be deemed a public use. 


ARTICLE XXII 
LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT 


$81 SENATORIAL APPORTIONMENT Until 
otherwise provided by law, the state shall be divided into 
twenty-four (24) senatorial districts, and said districts 
shall be constituted and numbered as follows: The coun- 
ties of Stevens and Spokane shall constitute the first dis- 
trict, and be entitled to one senator; the county of 
Spokane shall constitute the second district, and be enti- 
tled to three senators; the county of Lincoln shall consti- 
tute the third district, and be entitled to one senator; the 
counties of Okanogan, Lincoln, Adams and Franklin 
shall constitute the fourth district, and be entitled to one 
senator; the county of Whitman shall constitute the fifth 
district, and be entitled to three senators; the counties of 
Garfield and Asotin shall constitute the sixth district, 
and be entitled to one senator; the county of Columbia 
shall constitute the seventh district, and be entitled to 
one senator; the county of Walla Walla shall constitute 
the eighth district, and be entitled to two senators; the 
counties of Yakima and Douglas shall constitute the 
ninth district, and be entitled to one senator; the county 
of Kittitas shall constitute the tenth district and be enti- 
tled to one senator; the counties of Klickitat, and 
Skamania shall constitute the eleventh district, and be 
entitled to one senator; the county of Clarke shall con- 
stitute the twelfth district, and be entitled to one senator; 
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the county of Cowlitz shall constitute the thirteenth dis- 
trict, and be entitled to one senator; the county of Lewis 
shall constitute the fourteenth district, and be entitled to 
one senator; the counties of Pacific and Wahkiakum 
shall constitute the fifteenth district, and be entitled to 
one senator; the county of Thurston shall constitute the 
sixteenth district, and be entitled to one senator; the 
county of Chehalis shall constitute the seventeenth dis- 
trict, and be entitled to one senator; the county of Pierce 
shall constitute the eighteenth district, and be entitled to 
three senators; the county of King shall constitute the 
nineteenth district, and be entitled to five senators; the 
counties of Mason and Kitsap shall constitute the twen- 
tieth district, and be entitled to one senator; the counties 
of Jefferson, Clallam and San Juan shall constitute the 
twenty-first district, and be entitled to one senator; the 
county of Snohomish shall constitute the twenty-second 
district, and shall be entitled to one senator; the counties 
of Skagit and Island shall constitute the twenty-third 
district, and be entitled to one senator; the county of 
Whatcom shall constitute the twenty-fourth district, and 
be entitled to one senator. 


Districts and apportionment: Chapter 44.07B RCW. 


$ 2 APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. Until otherwise provided by law the representa- 
tives shall be divided among the several counties of the 
state in the following manner; the county of Adams shall 
have one representative; the county of Asotin shall have 
one representative; the county of Chehalis shall have two 
representatives; the county of Clarke shall have three 
representatives; the county of Clallam shall have one 
representative; the county of Columbia shall have two 
representatives; the county of Cowlitz shall have one 
representative; the county of Douglas shall have one 
representative; the county of Franklin shall have one 
representative; the county of Garfield shall have one 
representative; the county of Island shall have one rep- 
resentative; the county of Jefferson shall have two repre- 
sentatives; the county of King shall have eight 
representatives; the county of Klickitat shall have two 
representatives; the county of Kittitas shall have two 
representatives; the county of Kitsap shall have one rep- 
resentative; the county of Lewis shall have two represen- 
tatives; the county of Lincoln shall have two 
representatives; the county of Mason shall have one rep- 
resentative; the county of Okanogan shall have one rep- 
resentative; the county of Pacific shall have one 
representative; the county of Pierce shall have six repre- 
sentatives; the county of San Juan shall have one repre- 
sentative; the county of Skamania shall have one 
representative; the county of Snohomish shall have two 
representatives; the county of Skagit shall have two rep- 
resentatives; the county of Spokane shall have six repre- 
sentatives; the county of Stevens shall have one 
representative; the county of Thurston shall have two 
representatives; the county of Walla Walla shall have 
three representatives; the county of Wahkiakum shall 
have one representative; the county of Whatcom shall 
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have two representatives; the county of Whitman shall 
have five representatives; the county of Yakima shall 
have one representative. 


Districts and apportionment: Chapter 44.07В RCW. 


ARTICLE XXIII 
AMENDMENTS 


$ 1 HOW MADE. Any amendment or amendments 
to this Constitution may be proposed in either branch of 
the legislature; and if the same shall be agreed to by 
two-thirds of the members elected to each of the two 
houses, such proposed amendment or amendments shall 
be entered on their journals, with the ayes and noes 
thereon, and be submitted to the qualified electors of the 
state for their approval, at the next general election; and 
if the people approve and ratify such amendment or 
amendments, by a majority of the electors voting 
thereon, the same shall become part of this Constitution, 
and proclamation thereof shall be made by the governor: 
Provided, That if more than one amendment be submit- 
ted, they shall be submitted in such a manner that the 
people may vote for or against such amendments sepa- 
rately. The legislature shall also cause notice of the 
amendments that are to be submitted to the people to be 
published at least four times during the four weeks next 
preceding the election in every legal newspaper in the 
state: Provided, That failure of any newspaper to publish 
this notice shall not be interpreted as affecting the out- 
come of the election. [AMENDMENT 37, 1961 Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 25, p 2753. Approved November, 
1962.] 


Original text--Art. 23 $ 1 How MaADE--Any amendment or 
amendments to this Constitution may be proposed in either branch of 
the legislature; and if the same shall be agreed to by two-thirds of the 
members elected to each of the two houses, such proposed amendment 
or amendments shall be entered on their journals, with the ayes and 
noes thereon, and be submitted to the qualified electors of the state for 
their approval, at the next general electiom, and if the people approve 
and ratify such amendment or amendments, by a majority of the elec- 
tors voting thereon, the same shall become part of this Constitution, 
and proclamation thereof shall be made by the governor: Provided, 
that if more than one amendment be submitted, they shall be submit- 
ted in such a manner that the people may vote for or against such 
amendments separately. The legislature shall also cause the amend- 
ments that are to be submitted to the people to be published for at 
least three months next preceding the election, in some weekly news- 
paper, in every county where a newspaper is published throughout the 
state. 


$2 CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS. When- 
ever two-thirds of the members elected to each branch 
of the legislature shall deem it necessary to call a con- 
vention to revise or amend this Constitution, they shall 
recommend to the electors to vote at the next general 
election, for or against a convention, and if a majority of 
all the electors voting at said election shall have voted 
for a convention, the legislature shall at the next session, 
provide by law for calling the same; and such convention 
shall consist of a number of members, not less than that 
of the most numerous branch of the legislature. 
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$ 3 SUBMISSION TO THE PEOPLE. Any Con- 
stitution adopted by such convention shall have no va- 
lidity until it has been submitted to and adopted by the 
people. 


ARTICLE XXIV 
BOUNDARIES 


§ 1 STATE BOUNDARIES. The boundaries of the 
state of Washington shall be as follows: Beginning at a 
point in the Pacific ocean one marine league due west of 
and opposite the middle of the mouth of the north ship 
channel of the Columbia river thence running easterly to 
and up the middle channel of said river and where it is 
divided by islands up the middle of the widest channel 
thereof to where the forty-sixth parallel of north latitude 
crosses said river near the mouth of the Walla Walla ri- 
ver; thence east on said forty-sixth parallel of latitude to 
the middle of the main channel of Shoshone or Snake 
river, thence follow down the middle of the main channel 
of Snake river to a point opposite the mouth of the 
Kooskooskia or Clear Water river, thence due north to 
the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, thence west 
along said forty-ninth parallel of north latitude to the 
middle of the channel which separates Vancouver's is- 
land from the continent, that is to say to a point in lon- 
gitude 123 degrees, 19 minutes and 15 seconds west, 
thence following the boundary line between the United 
States and British possessions through the channel which 
separates Vancouver's island from the continent to the 
termination of the boundary line between the United 
States and British possessions at a point in the Pacific 
ocean equidistant between Bonnilla point on Vancouver's 
island and Tatoosh island light house, thence running in 
a southerly course and parallel with the coast line, keep- 
ing one marine league off shore to place of beginning; 
until such boundaries are modified by appropriate inter- 
state compacts duly approved by the Congress of the 
United States: [AMENDMENT 33, 1957 Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 10, p 1292. Approved November 4, 
1958.] 


Original text--Art. 24 $ 1 STATE BOUNDARIES—- The boundaries of 
the State of Washington shall be as follows: Beginning at a point in 
the Pacific ocean one marine league due west of and opposite the mid- 
dle of the mouth of the north ship channel of the Columbia river 
thence running easterly to and up the middle channel of said river and 
where it is divided by islands up the middle of the widest channel 
thereof to where the forty-sixth parallel of north latitude crosses said 
river near the mouth of the Walla Walla river, thence east on said 
forty-sixth parallel of latitude to the middle of the main channel of the 
Shoshone or Snake river, thence follow down the middle of the main 
channel of Snake river to a point opposite the mouth of the 
Kooskooskia or Clear Water river, thence due north to the forty-ninth 
parallel of north latitude, thence west along said forty-ninth parallel of 
north latitude to the middle of the channel which separates 
Vancouver's island from the continent, that is to say to a point in lon- 
gitude 123 degrees, 19 minutes and 15 seconds west, thence following 
the boundary line between the United States and British possessions 
through the channel which separates Vancouver's island from the con- 
tinent to the termination of the boundary line between the United 
States and British possessions at a point in the Pacific ocean equi dis- 
tant between Bonnilla point on Vancouver's island and Tatoosh island 
light house, thence running in a southerly course and parallel with the 
coast line, keeping one marine league off shore to place of beginning. 
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ARTICLE XXV 
JURISDICTION 


$1 AUTHORITY OF THE UNITED STATES. 
The consent of the State of Washington is hereby given 
to the exercise, by the congress of the United States, of 
exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever over such 
tracts or parcels of land as are now held or reserved by 
the government of the United States for the purpose of 
erecting or maintaining thereon forts, magazines, arse- 
nals, dockyards, lighthouses and other needful buildings, 
in accordance with the provisions of the seventeenth 
paragraph of the eighth section of the first article of the 
Constitution of the United States, so long as the same 
shall be so held and reserved by the United States. Pro- 
vided: That a sufficient description by metes and bounds, 
and an accurate plat or map of each such tract or parcel 
of land be filed in the proper office of record in the 
county in which the same is situated, together with cop- 
ies of the orders, deeds, patents or other evidences in 
writing of the title of the United States: and provided, 
That all civil process issued from the courts of this state 
and such criminal process as may issue under the au- 
thority of this state against any person charged with 
crime in cases arising outside of such reservations, may 
be served and executed thereon in the same mode and 
manner, and by the same officers, as if the consent 
herein given had not been made. 


ARTICLE XXVI 
COMPACT WITH THE UNITED STATES 


The following ordinance shall be irrevocable without 
the consent of the United States and the people of this 
state: 

First. That perfect toleration of religious sentiment 
shall be secured and that no inhabitant of this state shall 
ever be molested in person or property on account of his 
or her mode of religious worship. 

Second. That the people inhabiting this state do agree 
and declare that they forever disclaim all right and title 
to the unappropriated public lands lying with the 
boundaries of this state, and to all lands lying within 
said limits owned or held by any Indian or Indian tribes; 
and that until the title thereto shall have been extin- 
guished by the United States, the same shall be and re- 
main subject to the disposition of the United States, and 
said Indian lands shall remain under the absolute juris- 
diction and control of the congress of the United States 
and that the lands belonging to citizens of the United 
States residing without the limits of this state shall never 
be taxed at a higher rate than the lands belonging to 
residents thereof; and that no taxes shall be imposed by 
the state on lands or property therein, belonging to or 
which may be hereafter purchased by the United States 
or reserved for use: Provided, That nothing in this ordi- 
nance shall preclude the state from taxing as other lands 
are taxed any lands owned or held by any Indian who 
has severed his tribal relations, and has obtained from 
the United States or from any person a title thereto by 
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patent or other grant, save and except such lands as have 
been or may be granted to any Indian or Indians under 
any act of congress containing a provision exempting the 
lands thus granted from taxation, which exemption shall 
continue so long and to such an extent as such act of 
congress may prescribe. 

Third. The debts and liabilities of the Territory of 
Washington and payment of the same are hereby as- 
sumed by this state. 

Fourth. Provision shall be made for the establishment 
and maintenance of systems of public schools free from 
sectarian control which shall be open to all the children 
of said state. 


ARTICLE XXVII 
SCHEDULE 


In order that no inconvenience may arise by reason of 
a change from a Territorial to a State government, it is 
hereby declared and ordained as follows: 


$1 EXISTING RIGHTS, ACTIONS AND CON- 
TRACTS SAVED. No existing rights, actions, suits, 
proceedings, contracts or claims shall be affected by a 
change in the form of government, but all shall continue 
as if no such change had taken place; and all process 
which may have been issued under the authority of the 
Territory of Washington previous to its admission into 
the Union shall be as valid as if issued in the name of 
the state. 


8 2 LAWS IN FORCE CONTINUED. All laws now 
in force in the Territory of Washington, which are not 
repugnant to this Constitution, shall remain in force un- 
til they expire by their own limitation, or are altered or 
repealed by the legislature: Provided, That this section 
shall not be so construed as to validate any act of the 
legislature of Washington Territory granting shore or 
tide lands to any person, company or any municipal or 
private corporation. 


$ 3 DEBTS, FINES, ЕТС., TO INURE TO THE 
STATE. АП debts, fines, penalties and forfeitures, which 
have accrued, or may hereafter accrue, to the Territory 
of Washington, shall inure to the State of Washington. 


§ 4 RECOGNIZANCES. АП recognizances hereto- 
fore taken, or which may be taken before the change 
from a territorial to a state government shall remain 
valid, and shall pass to, and may be prosecuted in the 
name of the state; and all bonds executed to the Terri- 
tory of Washington or to any county or municipal cor- 
poration, or to any officer or court in his or its official 
capacity, shall pass to the state authorities and their 
successors in office, for the uses therein expressed, and 
may be sued for and recovered accordingly, and all the 
estate, real, personal and mixed, and all judgments de- 
crees, bonds, specialties, choses in action, and claims or 
debts, of whatever description, belonging to the Territory 
of Washington, shall inure to and vest in the State of 
Washington, and may be sued for and recovered in the 
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same manner, and to the same extent, by the State of 
Washington, as the same could have been by the Terri- 
tory of Washington. 


$ 5 CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS AND PENAL 
ACTIONS. All criminal prosecutions and penal actions 
which may have arisen, or which may arise, before the 
change from a territorial to a state government, and 
which shall then be pending, shall be prosecuted to 
judgment, and execution in the name of the state. АП 
offenses committed against the laws of the Territory of 
Washington, before the change from a territorial to a 
state government, and which shall not be prosecuted be- 
fore such change, may be prosecuted in the name and by 
the authority of the State of Washington, with like effect 
as though such change had not taken place; and all pen- 
alties incurred shall remain the same as if this Constitu- 
tion had not been adopted. АП actions at law and suits 
in equity which may be pending in any of the courts of 
the Territory of Washington, at the time of the change 
from a territorial to a state government, shall be contin- 
ued, and transferred to the court of the state having ju- 
risdiction of the subject matter thereof. 


5 6 RETENTION OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 
All officers now holding their office under the authority 
of the United States, or of the Territory of Washington, 
shall continue to hold and exercise their respective offices 
until they shall be superseded by the authority of the 
state. 


$7 CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS, WHEN 
ELECTED. АП officers provided for in this Constitution 
including a county clerk for each county when no other 
time is fixed for their election, shall be elected at the 
election to be held for the adoption of this Constitution 
on the first Tuesday of October, 1889. 


5 8 CHANGE OF COURTS TRANSFER OF 
CAUSES. Whenever the judge of the superior court of 
any county, elected or appointed under the provisions of 
this Constitution shall have qualified the several causes 
then pending in the district court of the territory except 
such causes as would have been within the exclusive ju- 
risdiction of the United States district court had such 
court existed at the time of the commencement of such 
causes, within such county, and the records, papers and 
proceedings of said district court, and the seal and other 
property pertaining thereto, shall pass into the jurisdic- 
tion and possession of the superior court for such county. 
And where the same judge is elected for two or more 
counties, it shall be the duty of the clerk of the district 
court having custody of such papers and records to 
transmit to the clerk of such county, or counties, other 
than that in which such records are kept the original 
papers in all cases pending in such district court and be- 
longing to the jurisdiction of such county or counties to- 
Bether with transcript of so much of the records of said 
district court as relate to the same; and until the district 
courts of the Territory shall be superseded in manner 
aforesaid, the said district courts and the judges thereof, 
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shall continue with the same jurisdiction and powers, to 
be exercised in the same judicial districts respectively, as 
heretofore constituted under the laws of the Territory. 
Whenever a quorum of the judges of the supreme court 
of the state shall have been elected and qualified, the 
causes then pending in the supreme court of the Terri- 
tory, except such causes as would have been within the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, circuit court 
had such court existed at the time of the commencement 
of such causes, and the papers, records and proceedings 
of said court and the seal and other property pertaining 
thereto, shall pass into the jurisdiction and possession of 
the supreme court of the state, and until so superseded, 
the supreme court of the Territory and the judges 
thereof, shall continue with like powers and jurisdiction 
as if this Constitution had not been adopted. 


5 9 SEALS OF COURTS AND MUNICIPALI- 
TIES. Until otherwise provided by law, the seal now in 
use in the supreme court of the Territory shall be the 
seal of the supreme court of the state. The seals of the 
superior courts of the several counties of the state shall 
be, until otherwise provided by law, the vignette of Gen- 
eral George Washington with the words: "Seal of the 
Superior Court of .......... county" surrounding the 
vignette. The seal of municipalities, and of all county 
officers of the Territory, shall be the seals of such mu- 
nicipalities, and county officers respectively under the 
state, until otherwise provided by law. 


§ 10 PROBATE COURT, TRANSFER OF. When 
the state is admitted into the Union, and the superior 
courts in the respective counties organized, the books, 
records, papers and proceedings of the probate court in 
each county, and all causes and matters of administra- 
tion pending therein, shall, upon the expiration of the 
term of office of the probate judges, on the second Mon- 
day in January, 1891, pass into the jurisdiction and pos- 
session of the superior court of the same county created 
by this Constitution, and the said court shall proceed to 
final judgment or decree, order or other determination in 
the several matters and causes, as the territorial probate 
court might have done, if this Constitution had not been 
adopted. And until the expiration of the term of office of 
the probate judges, such probate judges shall perform 
the duties now imposed upon them by the laws of the 
Territory. The superior courts shall have appellate and 
revisory jurisdiction over the decisions of the probate 
courts, as now provided by law, until such latter courts 
expire by limitation. 


$ 11 DUTIES OF FIRST LEGISLATURE. The 
legislature, at its first session, shall provide for the elec- 
tion of all officers whose election is not provided for 
elsewhere in this Constitution, and fix the time for the 
commencement and duration of their term. 


$ 12 ELECTION CONTESTS FOR SUPERIOR 
JUDGES, HOW DECIDED. In case of a contest of 
election between candidates, at the first general election 
under this Constitution, for judges of the superior courts, 
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the evidence shall be taken in the manner prescribed by 
the Territorial laws, and the testimony so taken shall be 
certified to the secretary of state; and said officer, to- 
gether with the governor and treasurer of state, shall re- 
view the evidence and determine who is entitled to the 
certificate of election. 


5 13 REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS. |Ке- 
pealed by AMENDMENT 74, 1983 Substitute Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 103. Approved November 8, 1983.] 


Original text-—Art. 27 $ 13 REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS--One 
representative in the congress of the United States shall be elected 
from the state at large, at the first election provided for in this Consti- 
tutiom, and, thereafter, at such times and places, and in such manner, 
as may be prescribed by law. When a new apportionment shall be 
made by congress, the legislature shall divide the state into congres- 
sional districts, in accordance with such apportionment. The vote cast 
for representative in congress, at the first election, shall be canvassed, 
and the result determined in the manner provided for by the laws of 
the Territory for the canvass of the vote for delegate in congress. 


§ 14 DURATION OF TERM OF CERTAIN OFFI- 
CERS. АП district, county and precinct officers, who 
may be in office at the time of the adoption of this Con- 
stitution, and the county clerk of each county elected at 
the first election, shall hold their respective offices until 
the second Monday of January, A. D., 1891, and until 
such time as their successors may be elected and quali- 
fied, in accordance with the provisions of this Constitu- 
tion; and the official bonds of all such officers shall 
continue in full force and effect as though this Constitu- 
tion had not been adopted. And such officers shall con- 
tinue to receive the compensation now provided, until 
the same be changed by law. 


§ 15 ELECTION ON ADOPTION OF CONSTI- 
TUTION, HOW TO BE CONDUCTED. The election 
held at the time of the adoption of this Constitution 
shall be held and conducted in all respects according to 
the laws of the Territory, and the votes cast at said elec- 
tion for all officers (where no other provisions are made 
in this Constitution), and for the adoption of this Con- 
stitution and the several separate articles and the loca- 
tion of the state capital, shall be canvassed and returned 
in the several counties in the manner provided by Terri- 
torial law, and shall be returned to the secretary of the 
Territory in the manner provided by the Enabling Act. 


$ 16 WHEN CONSTITUTION TO TAKE EF- 
FECT. The provisions of this Constitution shall be in 
force from the day on which the president of the United 
States shall issue his proclamation declaring the State of 
Washington admitted into the Union, and the terms of 
all officers elected at the first election under the provi- 
sions of this Constitution shall commence on the Mon- 
day next succeeding the issue of said proclamation, 
unless otherwise provided herein. 


§ 17 SEPARATE ARTICLES. The following sepa- 
rate articles shall be submitted to the people for adop- 
tion or rejection at the election for the adoption of this 
Constitution: 
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SEPARATE ARTICLE, NO. 1 
"All persons male and female of the age of twenty— 
one years or over, possessing the other qualifications, 
provided by this Constitution, shall be entitled to vote at 
all elections." 


SEPARATE ARTICLE, NO. 2 

"It shall not be lawful for any individual, company or 
corporation, within the limits of this state, to manufac- 
ture, or cause to be manufactured, or to sell, or offer for 
sale, or in any manner dispose of any alcoholic, malt or 
spirituous liquors, except for medicinal, sacramental or 
scientific purposes." 

If a majority of the ballots cast at said election on 
said separate articles be in favor of the adoption of ei- 
ther of said separate articles, then such separate article 
so receiving a majority shall become a part of this Con- 
stitution and shall govern and control any provision of 
the Constitution in conflict therewith. 


$ 18 BALLOT. The form of ballot to be used in 
voting for or against this Constitution, or for or against 
the separate articles, or for the permanent location of 
the seat of government, shall be: 


l. For the Constitution ---------- 
Against the Constitution -1-------- 
2. For Woman Suffrage Article .......... 
Against Woman Suffrage Article 
3. For Prohibition Article .......... 
Against Prohibition Article .......... 
4. For the Permanent Location of the Seat of 
Government (Name of place voted for) 


The result of the election was against both woman suffrage and 
prohibition. 


§ 19 APPROPRIATION. The legislature is hereby 
authorized to appropriate from the state treasury suffi- 
cient money to pay any of the expenses of this conven- 
tion not provided for by the Enabling Act of Congress. 


ARTICLE XXVIII 
COMPENSATION OF STATE OFFICERS 


5 1 COMPENSATION OF STATE OFFICERS. АП 
elected state officials shall each severally receive such 
compensation as the legislature may direct. The com- 
pensation of any state officer shall not be increased or 
diminished during his term of office, except that the leg- 
islature, at its thirty—first regular session, may increase 
or diminish the compensation of all state officers whose 
terms exist on the Thursday after the second Monday in 
January, 1949. 

The provisions of sections 14, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, and 
22 of Article III and section 23 of Article II in so far as 
they are inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed. 
[AMENDMENT 20, 1947 Senate Joint Resolution No. 
4, p 1371. Approved November 2, 1948.] 


[Vol. 0 RCW—p 70] 


Constitution of the State of Washington 


Authorizing compensation increase during term: Art. 30 $ 1. 
Compensation of state officers: RCW 43.03.010. 


ARTICLE XXIX 


INVESTMENTS OF PUBLIC PENSION AND 
RETIREMENT FUNDS 


8 1 МАУ BE INVESTED AS AUTHORIZED ВУ 
LAW. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 5, and 
7 of Article VIII and section 9 of Article XII or any 
other section or article of the Constitution of the state of 
Washington, the moneys of any public pension or retire- 
ment fund may be invested as authorized by law. 
(AMENDMENT 49, 1967 Senate Joint Resolution No. 
5. Approved November 5, 1968.] 


ARTICLE XXX 
COMPENSATION OF PUBLIC OFFICERS 


$81 AUTHORIZING COMPENSATION IN- 
CREASE DURING TERM. The compensation of all 
elective and appointive state, county, and municipal offi- 
cers who do not fix their own compensation, including 
judges of courts of record and the justice courts may be 
increased during their terms of office to the end that 
such officers and judges shall each severally receive 
compensation for their services in accordance with the 
law in effect at the time the services are being rendered. 

The provisions of section 25 of Article II (Amend- 
ment 35), section 25 of Article III (Amendment 31), 
section 13 of Article IV, section 8 of Article XI, and 
section 1 of Article XXVIII (Amendment 20) insofar as 
they are inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
[AMENDMENT 54, 1967 House Joint Resolution No. 
13. Approved November 5, 1968.] 

Reviser's note: (1) Amendment 49 (1967 SJR No. 5) and Amend- 
ment 54 (1967 HJR No. 13) each added a new Article XXIX to the 
Constitution. Amendment 49 is carried herein as Article XXIX while 


Amendment 54 has been herein redesignated as Article XXX. 
(2) The name of this Article has been supplied by the reviser. 


ARTICLE XXXI 


SEX EQUALITY ——RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES 


$1 EQUALITY NOT DENIED BECAUSE ОЕ 
SEX. Equality of rights and responsibility under the law 
shall not be denied or abridged on account of sex. 


$2 ENFORCEMENT POWER OF LEGISLA- 
TURE. The legislature shall have the power to enforce 
by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. 
(AMENDMENT 61, 1972 House Joint Resolution No. 
61, p 526. Approved November, 1972.] 


The name of this Article and the captions have been supplied by the 
reviser. 


(1985 Ed.) 


Constitution of the State of Washington Digest 


ARTICLE XXXII 
SPECIAL REVENUE FINANCING 


$ 1 SPECIAL REVENUE FINANCING. The legis- 
lature may enact laws authorizing the state, counties, 
cities, towns, port districts, or public corporations estab- 
lished thereby to issue nonrecourse revenue bonds or 
other nonrecourse revenue obligations and to apply the 
proceeds thereof in the manner and for the purposes 
heretofore or hereafter authorized by law, subject to the 
following limitations: 

(a) Nonrecourse revenue bonds and other nonrecourse 
revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section shall 
be payable only from money or other property received 
as a result of projects financed by the nonrecourse reve- 
nue bonds or other nonrecourse revenue obligations and 
from money and other property received from private 
sources. 

(b) Nonrecourse revenue bonds and other nonrecourse 
revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section shall 
not be payable from or secured by any tax funds or gov- 
ernmental revenue or by all or part of the faith and 
credit of the state or any unit of local government. 

(c) Nonrecourse revenue bonds or other nonrecourse 
revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section may 
be issued only if the issuer certifies that it reasonably 
believes that the interest paid on the bonds or obligations 
will be exempt from income taxation by the federal 
government. 

(d) Nonrecourse revenue bonds or other nonrecourse 
revenue obligations may only be used to finance indus- 
trial development projects as defined in legislation. 

(e) The state, counties, cities, towns, port districts, or 
public corporations established thereby, shall never ex- 
ercise their respective attributes of sovereignty, including 
but not limited to, the power to tax, the power of emi- 
nent domain, and the police power on behalf of any in- 
dustrial development project authorized pursuant to this 
section. 

After the initial adoption of a law by the legislature 
authorizing the issuance of nonrecourse revenue bonds 
or other nonrecourse revenue obligations, no amendment 
to such act which expands the definition of industrial 
development project shall be valid unless the amendment 
is enacted by a favorable vote of three-fifths of the 
members elected to each house of the legislature and is 
subject to referendum petition. 

Sections 5 and 7 of Article VIII and section 9 of Ar- 
ticle XII shall not be construed as a limitation upon the 
authority granted by this section. The proceeds of reve- 
nue bonds and other revenue obligations issued pursuant 
to this section for the purpose of financing privately 
owned property or loans to private persons or corpora- 
tions shall be subject to audit by the state but shall not 
otherwise be deemed to be public money or public prop- 
erty for purposes of this Constitution. This section is 
supplemental to and shall not be construed as a repeal of 
or limitation on any other authority lawfully exercisable 
under the Constitution and laws of this state, including, 
among others, any existing authority to issue revenue 
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bonds. [AMENDMENT 73, 1981 Substitute House 
Joint Resolution No. 7. Approved November 3, 1981.] 


The name of this Article has been supplied by the reviser. 


CERTIFICATE 


We, the undersigned, members of the convention to 
form a Constitution for the State of Washington; which 
is to be submitted to the people for their adoption or re- 
jection, do hereby declare this to be the Constitution 
formed by us, and in testimony thereof, do hereunto set 
our hands, this twenty-second day of August Anno 
Domini, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-nine. 


John P. Hoyt, 
President 
J. J. Browne 
N. G. Blalock 
John F. Gowey 
Frank M. Dallam 
James Z. Moore 
E. H. Sullivan 
George Turner 
Austin Mires 
M. M. Godman 
Gwin Hicks 
Wm. F. Prosser 
C. H. Warner 
J. P. T. McCroskey 
S. G. Cosgrove 
Thos. Hayton 
Charles P. Coey 
Robert F. Sturdevant 
John A. Shoudy 
Allen Weir 
W. B. Gray 
Trusten P. Dyer 
Geo. H. Jones 
B. L. Sharpstein 
H. M. Lillis 
James A. Burk 
John McReavy 
R. O. Dunbar 
Morgan Morgans 
Jas. Power 
B. B. Glascock 
O. A. Bowen 
Sam'l Н. Berry 
D. J. Crowley 
J. T. McDonald 
John M. Reed 


Edward Eldridge 
George H. Stevenson 
Louis Sohns 

A. A. Lindsley 

J. J. Weisenburger 
P. C. Sullivan 

R. S. More 
Thomas T. Minor 
J. J. Travis 

Arnold J. West 
Charles T. Fay 
George W. Tibbetts 
H. W. Fairweather 
Thomas C. Griffitts 
J. F. Van Name 
Albert Schooley 

H. C. Willison 

T. M. Reed 

S. H. Manly 
Richard Jeffs 
Francis Henry 
George Comegys 
Oliver H. Joy 
David E. Durie 

D. Buchanan 

John R. Kinnear 
Sylvious A. Dickey 
Henry Winsor 
Theodore L. Stiles 
Harrison Clothier 
Matt. J. McElroy 
J. T. Eshelman 
Robert Jamieson 
Hiram E. Allen 

H. F. Suksdorf 

J. C. Kellogg 

J. A. Hungate 


Attest: JNO. I. BOOGE, Chief Clerk. 


The above names are not in the order in which subscribed to the 


Constitution. 


(B) CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS (IN ORDER 


Amendment 
No. 


1 Art. 1685 


2 Art. 681 


OF ADOPTION) 


Investment of school fund. 
Qualifications of voters. 
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Amendment 

No. 

3 Art.7 82 

4 Art. 1811 

5 Art.681 

6 Art. 3 8 10 

7 Art.2§1 

8 Art.1 88 3 

9 Art. 1816 
10 Art.1822 
11 Art. 884 
12 Art. 118 5 
13 Art.28 15 
14 Art. 781 
15 Ам. 1581 
16 Ам. 12811 
17 Аг. 782 
18 Art. 2 8 40 
19 Art. 7 83 
20 Art.28 81 
21 Ам. 1184 
22 Ан. 1187 
23 Art. 118 16 
24 Art. 2 8 33 
25 Ам. 4 8 3(a) 
26 Аг. 2841 
27 Art.8 § 6 
28 Art.4§6 

Art. 4 $ 10 

29 Art. 2 8 33 
30 Art. 2 $ l(a) 
31 Art. 3 § 25 
32 Art. 28 15 
33 Ам. 2481 
34 Art. 18 1I 
35 Art.2825 
36 Art. 28 1 
37 Ам. 23 § 1 
38 Art. 4 § Ха) 
39 Art. 2 8 42 
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(original) Taxation Unifor- 
mity and equality 
Exemption. | 


Religious freedom. 
Qualifications of electors. 
Vacancy in office of governor. 
Legislative powers, where vested. 


3, 34 Recall of elective officers. 


Eminent domain. 

Rights of the accused. 

Moneys  disbursed 
appropriation. 

County government. 

Vacancies in legislature. 

Taxation (and repealing Art. 7 $$ 
1-4.) 

Harbor line commission and re- 
straint on disposition. 

Stockholder liability. 

Forty mill limit. 

Highway funds. 

Taxation of federal agencies and 
property. 

Compensation of state officers. 

County government and township 
organization. 

Tenure of office limited to two 
terms. (Repealed.) 

Combined city and county. 

Alien ownership. 

Retirement of supreme court and 
superior court judges. 

Laws, effective date. Initiative, 


only Бу 


referendum Amendment or 
repeal. 

Limitations | upon municipal 
indebtedness. 


Jurisdiction of superior courts. 

Justices of the peace. 

Alien ownership. 

Initiative and referendum, signa- 
tures required. 

Qualifications, compensation, offi- 
ces which may be abolished. 
Vacancies in legislature and in 
partisan county elective office. 

State boundaries. 

Religious freedom. 

Extra compensation prohibited. 

Legislative powers, where vested 
(publicity of laws referred to 
the people). 

(Amendments to Constitution) 
How made. 

Temporary performance of judi- 
cial duties. 

Governmental continuity during 
emergency periods. 


Amendment 
No. 
40 Art. 11 $ 10 
41 Art.4 § 29 
42 
43 Art. 983 
44 Art. 1685 
45 Art. 888 
46 Art. 6 $ 1А 
47 Art.7 $10 
48 Art. 8 § 3 
49 Art. 2951 
50 Art. 4 § 30 
51 Art.8 §9 
52 Ам. 2 8 15 
Art. 11 § 6 
53 Art.7811 
54 Art. 3081 
55 Art.782 
56 Art. 2 8 24 
57 Ам. 11 88 5, 8 
58 Ам. 118 16 
59 Art.7 82 
60 Art. 8 88 1, 3 
61 Art. 31 $$ 1,2 
62 Ам. 3 $ 12 
63 Ам. 65 1 
64 Ам. 782 
65 Агі. 456 
Art. 4 $ 10 
66 Art. 12 8 18 
67 Art. 12 8 14 
68 Art.2812 
69 Art. 2 8 13 
70 Art. 8 $ 10 
71 Art. 4 § 31 
72 Art. 281 
Art. 2 8 1(a) 


Incorporation of municipalities. 

Election of superior court judges. 

(Repeals Art. 2 $ 33 and Amend- 
ments 24 and 29.) 

(Schools) Funds for support. 

Investment of permanent common 
school fund. 

Port expenditures Industrial 
development Promotion. 
Voter qualifications for presiden- 

tial elections. 


Retired persons property tax 
exemption. 
Special indebtedness, how 
authorized. 


(Investments of public pension 
and retirement funds.) May be 
invested as authorized by law. 

Court of appeals. 

State building authority. 
Vacancies in legislature and in 
partisan county elective office. 
Vacancies in township, precinct 

or road district offices. 

Taxation based on actual use. 

(Compensation of public officers.) 
Authorizing compensation in- 
crease during term. 

Limitation on levies. 

Lotteries and divorce. 

County government. Salaries and 
limitations affecting. 

Combined city—county. 

Limitation on levies. 

State debt. Special indebtedness, 
how authorized. 

Equality not denied because of 
sex. Enforcement power of 
legislature. 

Veto power. 

Qualifications of electors. 

Limitation on levies. 

Jurisdiction of superior courts. 

Justices of the peace. 

Rates for transportation. 

Prohibition against combinations 
by carriers. (Repealed) 

Sessions, when Duration. 

Limitation on members holding 
office in the state. 

Residential energy conservation. 

Judicial qualifications commis- 
sion Removal, censure, sus- 
pension, or retirement of judges 
or justices. 

Legislative powers, where vested. 

Initiative and referendum, signa- 
tures required. (Stricken) 
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Amendment 
No. 
73 Ам. 3281 Special revenue financing. 
74 Art.283 The census. (Repealed) 
Art. 2 § 43 Redistricting. 
Art. 27 8 13 Representation іп congress. 
(Repealed) 
AMENDMENT 1 
Art. 16 §5 INVESTMENT OF SCHOOL FUND. 


None of the permanent school fund of this state shall 
ever be loaned to private persons or corporations, but it 
may be invested in national, state, county, municipal or 
school district bonds. [1893 p 9 § 1. Adopted November, 
1894.] 


Art. 16 $ 5 was later amended by Amendment 44. 


AMENDMENT 2 


Art. 6 8 1 QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS. АП 
male persons of the age of twenty-one years or over, 
possessing the following qualifications, shall be entitled 
to vote at all elections: They shall be citizens of the 
United States; they shall have lived in the state one year, 
and in the county ninety days, and in the city, town, 
ward or precinct thirty days immediately preceding the 
election at which they offer to vote; they shall be able to 
read and speak the English language: Provided, That 
Indians not taxed shall never be allowed the elective 
franchise: And further provided, That this amendment 
shall not effect [affect] the right of franchise of any per- 
son who is now a qualified elector of this state. The leg- 
islature shall enact laws defining the manner of 
ascertaining the qualifications of voters as to their ability 
to read and speak the English language, and providing 
for punishment of persons voting or registering in viola- 
tion of the provisions of this section. (1895 p 60 8 1. 
Approved November, 1896.] 


Art. 6 $ 1 was later amended by Amendment 5. 


AMENDMENT 3 


Art. 7 8 2 was amended by adding the following pro- 
viso: "And provided further, That the legislature shall 
have power, by appropriate legislation, to exempt per- 
sonal property to the amount of three hundred dollars 
($300) for each head of a family liable to assessment 
and taxation under the provisions of the laws of this 
state of which the individual is the actual and bona fide 
owner." [1899 p 121 8 1. Approved November, 1900.] 


Original Art. 7 $ 2 and Amendment 3 were stricken by Amendment 
14. 


AMENDMENT 4 


Art. 1 $8 11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. Absolute 
freedom of conscience in all matters of religious senti- 
ment, belief and worship, shall be guaranteed to every 
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individual, and no one shall be molested or disturbed in 
person or property on account of religion; but the liberty 
of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as 
to excuse acts of licentiousness or justify practices in- 
consistent with the peace and safety of the state. No 
public money or property shall be appropriated for or 
applied to any religious worship, exercise or instruction, 
or the support of any religious establishment. Provided, 
however, That this article shall not be so construed as to 
forbid the employment by the state of a chaplain for the 
state penitentiary, and for such of the state reformator- 
ies as in the discretion of the legislature may seem justi- 
fied. No religious qualification shall be required for any 
public office or employment, nor shall any person be in- 
competent as a witness or juror, in consequence of his 
opinion on matters of religion, nor be questioned in any 
court of justice touching his religious belief to affect the 
weight of his testimony. [1903 p 283 $8 1. Approved 
November, 1904.] 


Art. 1 $ 11 was later amended by Amendment 34. 


AMENDMENT 5 


Article 6 was amended by striking from said article 
all of sections one (1) and two (2) and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following, to be known as section one (1): 

Art. 6 8 1 QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS. 
All person of the age of twenty—one years or over, pos- 
sessing the following qualifications, shall be entitled to 
vote at all elections: They shall be citizens of the United 
States; they shall have lived in the state one year, and in 
the county ninety days, and in the city, town, ward or 
precinct thirty days immediately preceding the election 
at which they offer to vote; they shall be able to read 
and speak the English language: Provided, That Indians 
not taxed shall never be allowed the elective franchise: 
And further provided, That this amendment shall not 
affect the rights of franchise of any person who is now a 
qualified elector of this state. The legislative authority 
shall enact laws defining the manner of ascertaining the 
qualifications of voters as to their ability to read and 
speak the English language, and providing for punish- 
ment of persons voting or registering in violation of the 
provision of this section. There shall be no denial of the 
elective franchise at any election on account of sex. 
[1909 p 26 8 1. Approved November, 1910.] 


Prior amendment of Art. 6, see Amendment 2. 


AMENDMENT 6 


Art. 3 8 10 VACANCY IN OFFICE OF GOVER- 
NOR. In case of the removal, resignation, death or dis- 
ability of the governor, the duties of the office shall 
devolve upon the lieutenant governor; and in case of a 
vacancy in both the offices of governor and lieutenant 
governor, the duties of the governor shall devolve upon 
the secretary of state. In addition to the line of succes- 
sion to the office and duties of governor as hereinabove 
indicated, if the necessity shall arise, in order to fill the 
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vacancy in the office of governor, the following state of- 
ficers shall succeed to the duties of governor and in the 
order named, viz.: Treasurer, auditor, attorney general, 
superintendent of public instruction and commissioner of 
public lands. In case of the death, disability, failure or 
refusal of the person regularly elected to the office of 
governor to qualify at the time provided by law, the du- 
ties of the office shall devolve upon the person regularly 
elected to and qualified for the office of lieutenant 
governor, who shall act as governor until the disability 
be removed, or a governor be elected; and in case of the 
death, disability, failure or refusal of both the governor 
and the lieutenant governor elect to qualify, the duties of 
the governor shall devolve upon the secretary of state; 
and in addition to the line of succession to the office and 
duties of governor as hereinabove indicated, if there 
shall be the failure or refusal of any officer named above 
to qualify, and if the necessity shall arise by reason 
thereof, then in that event in order to fill the vacancy in 
the office of governor, the following state officers shall 
succeed to the duties of governor in the order named, 
viz.: Treasurer, auditor, attorney general, superintendent 
of public instruction and commissioner of public lands. 
Any person succeeding to the office of governor as in this 
section provided, shall perform the duties of such office 
only until the disability be removed, or a governor be 
elected and qualified; and if a vacancy occur more than 
thirty days before the next general election occurring 
within two years after the commencement of the term, a 
person shall be elected at such election to fill the office of 
governor for the remainder of the unexpired term. [1909 
p 642 8 1. Approved November, 1910.] 


AMENDMENT 7 


Article 2 was amended by striking all of sections 1 
and 31, and inserting in lieu thereof as section | the fol- 
lowing, so that the same shall read as follows: 

Art. 2 8 1 LEGISLATIVE POWERS, WHERE 
VESTED. The legislative authority of the state of 
Washington shall be vested in the legislature, consisting 
of a senate and house of representatives, which shall be 
called the legislature of the state of Washington, but the 
people reserve to themselves the power to propose bills, 
laws, and to enact or reject the same at the polls, inde- 
pendent of the legislature, and also reserve power, at 
their own option, to approve or reject at the polls any 
act, item, section or part of any bill, act or law passed by 
the legislature. 

(а) Initiative: The first power reserved by the people is 
the initiative. Ten per centum, but in no case more than 
fifty thousand, of the legal voters shall be required to 
propose any measure by such petition, and every such 
petition shall include the full text of the measure so pro- 
posed. Initiative petitions shall be filed with the secretary 
of state not less than four months before the election at 
which they are to be voted upon, or not less than ten 
days before any regular session of the legislature. If filed 
at least four months before the election at which they 
are to be voted upon, he shall submit the same to the 
vote of the people at the said election. If such petitions 
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are filed not less than ten days before any regular session 
of the legislature, he shall transmit the same to the leg- 
islature as soon as it convenes and organizes. Such ini- 
tiative measure shall take precedence over all other 
measures in the legislature except appropriation bills and 
shall be either enacted or rejected without change or 
amendment by the legislature before the end of such 
regular session. If any such initiative measure shall be 
enacted by the legislature it shall be subject to the ref- 
erendum petition, or it may be enacted and referred by 
the legislature to the people for approval or rejection at 
the next regular election. If it is rejected or if no action 
is taken upon it by the legislature before the end of such 
regular session, the secretary of state shall submit it to 
the people for approval or rejection at the next ensuing 
regular general election. The legislature may reject any 
measure so proposed by initiative petition and propose a 
different one dealing with the same subject, and in such 
event both measures shall be submitted by the secretary 
of state to the people for approval or rejection at the 
next ensuing regular general election. When conflicting 
measures are submitted to the people the ballots shall be 
so printed that a voter can express separately by making 
one cross (X) for each, two preferences, first, as between 
either measure and neither, and secondly, as between 
one and the other. If the majority of those voting on the 
first issue is for neither, both fail, but in that case the 
votes on the second issue shall nevertheless be carefully 


' counted and made public. If a majority voting on the 


first issue is for either, then the measure receiving a ma- 
jority of the votes on the second issue shall be law. 


Portion of subdivision (a) is superseded by the 30th amendment. 


(b) Referendum. The second power reserved by the 
people is the referendum, and it may be ordered on any 
act, bill, law, or any part thereof passed by the legisla- 
ture, except such laws as may be necessary for the im- 
mediate preservation of the public peace, health or 
safety, support of the state government and its existing 
public institutions, either by petition signed by the re- 
quired percentage of the legal voters, or by the legisla- 
ture as other bills are enacted. Six per centum, but in no 
case more than thirty thousand, of the legal voters shall 
be required to sign and make a valid referendum peti- 
tion. 


Portion of subdivision (b) is superseded by the 30th amendment. 


(c) No act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall 
take effect until ninety days after the adjournment of the 
session at which it was enacted. No act, law, or bill ap- 
proved by a majority of the electors voting thereon shall 
be amended or repealed by the legislature within a pe- 
riod of two years following such enactment. But such 
enactment may be amended or repealed at any general 
regular or special election by direct vote of the people 
thereon. 


Subdivision (c) is superseded by the 26th amendment. 


(d) The filing of a referendum petition against one or 
more items, sections or parts of any act, law or bill shall 
not delay the remainder of the measure from becoming 
operative. Referendum petitions against measures passed 
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by the legislature shall be filed with the secretary of 
state not later than ninety days after the final adjourn- 
ment of the session of the legislature which passed the 
measure on which the referendum is demanded. The 
veto power of the governor shall not extend to measures 
initiated by or referred to the people. All elections on 
measures referred to the people of the state shall be had 
at the biennial regular elections, except when the legis- 
lature shall order a special election. Any measure initi- 
ated by the people or referred to the people as herein 
provided shall take effect and become the law if it is ap- 
proved by a majority of the votes cast thereon: Provided, 
That the vote cast upon such question or measure shall 
equal one-third of the total votes cast at such election 
and not otherwise. Such measure shall be in operation 
on and after the thirtieth day after the election at which 
it is approved. The style of all bills proposed by initiative 
petition shall be: "Be it enacted by the people of the 
State of Washington." This section shall not be con- 
strued to deprive any member of the legislature of the 
right to introduce any measure. The whole number of 
electors who voted for governor at the regular guberna- 
torial election last preceding the filing of any petition for 
the initiative or for the referendum shall be the basis on 
which the number of legal voters necessary to sign such 
petition shall be counted. All such petitions shall be filed 
with the secretary of state, who shall be guided by the 
general laws in submitting the same to the people until 
additional legislation shall especially provide therefor. 
This section is self-executing, but legislation may be en- 
acted especially to facilitate its operation. 

The legislature shall provide methods of publicity of 
all laws or parts of laws, and amendments to the consti- 
tution referred to the people with arguments for and 
against the laws and amendments so referred, so that 
each voter of the state shall receive the publication at 
least fifty days before the election at which they are to 
be voted upon. [1911 p 136 § 1. Approved November, 
1912.] 


Last paragraph is superseded by the 36th amendment. 
Art. 2 $ 1 was later amended by Amendment 72. 


AMENDMENT 8 


Article 1 was amended by adding the two following 
sections: 

Art. 1 § 33 RECALL OF ELECTIVE OFFICERS. 
Every elective public officer in the state of Washington 
expect [except] judges of courts of record is subject to 
recall and discharge by the legal voters of the state, or of 
the political subdivision of the state, from which he was 
elected whenever a petition demanding his recall, recit- 
ing that such officer has committed some act or acts of 
malfeasance or misfeasance while in office, or who has 
violated his oath of office, stating the matters com- 
plained of, signed by the percentages of the qualified 
electors thereof, hereinafter provided, the percentage re- 
quired to be computed from the total number of votes 
cast for all candidates for his said office to which he was 
elected at the preceding election, is filed with the officer 
with whom a petition for nomination, or certificate for 
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nomination, to such office must be filed under the laws 
of this state, and the same officer shall call a special 
election as provided by the general election laws of this 
state, and the result determined as therein provided. 


Art. 1 $ 34 SAME. The legislature shall pass the 
necessary laws to carry out the provisions of section 
thirty-three (33) of this article, and to facilitate its op- 
eration and effect without delay: Provided, That the au- 
thority hereby conferred upon the legislature shall not be 
construed to grant to the legislature any exclusive power 
of law-making nor in any way limit the initiative and 
referendum powers reserved by the people. The percent- 
ages required shall be, state officers, other than judges, 
senators and representatives, city officers of cities of the 
first class, school district boards in cities of the first 
class; county officers of counties of the first, second and 
third classes, twenty-five per cent. Officers of all other 
political subdivisions, cities, towns, townships, precincts 
and school districts not herein mentioned, and state sen- 
ators and representatives, thirty-five per cent. (1911 p 
504 8 1. Approved November, 1912.] 


AMENDMENT 9 


Art. 1 $8 16 EMINENT DOMAIN. Private property 
shall not be taken for private use, except for private 
ways of necessity, and for drains, flumes, or ditches on 
or across the lands of others for agricultural, domestic, 
or sanitary purposes. No private property shall be taken 
or damaged for public or private use without just com- 
pensation having been first made, or paid into court for 
the owner, and по right—of—way shall be appropriated to 
the use of any corporation other than municipal until 
full compensation therefor be first made in money, or 
ascertained and paid into court for the owner, irrespec- 
tive of any benefit from any improvement proposed by 
such corporation, which compensation shall be ascer- 
tained by a jury, unless a jury be waived, as in other 
civil cases in courts of record, in the manner prescribed 
by law. Whenever an attempt is made to take private 
property for a use alleged to be public, the question 
whether the contemplated use be really public shall be a 
judicial question, and determined as such, without re- 
gard to any legislative assertion that the use is public: 
Provided, that the taking of private property by the state 
for land reclamation and settlement purposes is hereby 
declared to be for public use. [1919 p 385 § 1. Approved 
November, 1920.] 


AMENDMENT 10 


Art. 1 8 22 RIGHTS OF THE ACCUSED. In 
criminal prosecutions the accused shall have the right to 
appear and defend in person, or by counsel, to demand 
the nature and cause of the accusation against him, to 
have a copy thereof, to testify in his own behalf, to meet 
the witnesses against him face to face, to have compul- 
sory process to compel the attendance of witnesses in his 
own behalf, to have a speedy public trial by an impartial 
jury of the county in which the offense is charged to 
have been committed and the right to appeal in all cases: 
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Provided, The route traversed by any railway coach, 
train or public conveyance, and the water traversed by 
any boat shall be criminal districts; and the jurisdiction 
of all public offenses committed on any such railway car, 
coach, train, boat or other public conveyance, or at any 
station or depot upon such route, shall be in any county 
through which the said car, coach, train, boat or other 
public conveyance may pass during the trip or voyage, or 
in which the trip or voyage may begin or terminate. In 
no instance shall any accused person before final judg- 
ment be compelled to advance money or fees to secure 
the rights herein guaranteed. [1921 p 79 $ 1. Approved 
November, 1922.] 


AMENDMENT 11 

Art. 8 $4 MONEYS DISBURSED ONLY BY 
APPROPRIATIONS. No moneys shall ever be paid out 
of the treasury of this state, or any of its funds, or any of 
the funds under its management, except in pursuance of 
an appropriation by law; nor unless such payment be 
made within one calendar month after the end of the 
next ensuing fiscal biennium, and every such law making 
a new appropriation, or continuing or reviving an appro- 
priation, shall distinctly specify the sum appropriated, 
and the object to which it is to be applied, and it shall 
not be sufficient for such law to refer to any other law to 
fix such sum. [1921 p 80 § 1. Approved November, 
1922.] 


AMENDMENT 12 

Art. 11 8 5 COUNTY GOVERNMENT. The leg- 
islature, by general and uniform laws, shall provide for 
the election in the several counties of boards of county 
commissioners, sheriffs, county clerks, treasurers, prose- 
cuting attorneys and other county, township or precinct 
and district officers, as public convenience may require, 
and shall prescribe their duties, and fix their terms of 
office: Provided, That the legislature may, by general 
laws, classify the counties by population and provide for 
the election in certain classes of counties certain officers 
who shall exercise the powers and perform the duties of 
two or more officers. It shall regulate the compensation 
of all such officers, in proportion to their duties, and for 
that purpose may classify the counties by population. 
And it shall provide for the strict accountability of such 
officers for all fees which may be collected by them and 
for all public moneys which may be paid to them, or of- 
ficially come into their possession. (1923 p 255 8 1. Ap- 
proved November, 1924.] 


Art. 11 8 5 waslater amended by Amendment 57. 


AMENDMENT 13 


Art. 2 $ 15 VACANCIES IN LEGISLATURE. 
Such vacancies as may occur in either house of the leg- 
islature shall be filled by appointment by the board of 
county commissioners of the county in which the va- 
cancy occurs, and the person so appointed shall hold 
office until his successor is elected at the next general 
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election, and shall have qualified: Provided, That in case 
of a vacancy occurring in the office of joint senator, the 
vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the joint ac- 
tion of the boards of county commissioners of the coun- 
ties composing the joint senatorial district. [1929 p 690. 
Approved November, 1930.] 


Art.2 § 15 was later amended by Amendments 32 and 52. 


AMENDMENT 14 


Article 7 is amended by striking out all of sections 1, 
2, 3 and 4, and inserting in lieu thereof the following, to 
be known as section 1: 

Art. 7 8 1 TAXATION. The power of taxation shall 
never be suspended, surrendered or contracted away. АП 
taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of property 
within the territorial limits of the authority levying the 
tax and shall be levied and collected for public purposes 
only. The word "property" as used herein shall mean 
and include everything, whether tangible or intangible, 
subject to ownership. АП real estate shall constitute one 
class: Provided, That the legislature may tax mines and 
mineral resources and lands devoted to reforestation by 
either a yield tax or an ad valorem tax at such rate as it 
may fix, or by both. Such property as the legislature 
may by general laws provide shall be exempt from taxa- 
tion. Property of the United States and of the state, 
counties, school districts and other municipal corpora- 
tions, and credits secured by property actually taxed in 
this state, not exceeding in value the value of such prop- 
erty, shall be exempt from taxation. The legislature shall 
have power, by appropriate legislation, to exempt per- 
sonal property to the amount of three hundred ($300.00) 
dollars for each head of a family liable to assessment 
and taxation under the provisions of the laws of this 
state of which the individual is the actual bona fide 
owner. [1929 p 499 8 1. Approved November, 1930.] 


Amendment 17 added a new 8 2. 
Amendment 19 added a new § 3. 


AMENDMENT 15 


Art. 15 8 1 HARBOR LINE COMMISSION 
AND RESTRAINT ON DISPOSITION. The legisla- 
ture shall provide for the appointment of a commission 
whose duty it shall be to locate and establish harbor 
lines in the navigable waters of all harbors, estuaries, 
bays and inlets of this state, wherever such navigable 
waters lie within or in front of the corporate limits of 
any city, or within one mile thereof on either side. Any 
harbor line so located or established may thereafter be 
changed, relocated or reestablished by the commission 
pursuant to such provision as may be made therefor by 
the legislature. The state shall never give, sell or lease to 
any private person, corporation, or association any rights 
whatever in the waters beyond such harbor lines, nor 
shall any of the area lying between any harbor line and 
the line of ordinary high water, and within not less than 
fifty feet nor more than two thousand feet of such har- 
bor line (as the commission shall determine) be sold or 
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granted by the state, nor its rights to control the same 
relinquished, but such area shall be forever reserved for 
landings, wharves, streets, and other conveniences of 
navigation and commerce. (1931 p 417 § 1. Approved 
November, 1932.] 


AMENDMENT 16 


Art. 12 $8 11 STOCKHOLDER LIABILITY. No 
corporation, association, or individual shall issue or put 
in circulation as money anything but the lawful money 
of the United States. Each stockholder of any banking 
or insurance corporation or joint stock association shall 
be individually and personally liable equally and ratably, 
and not one for another, for all contracts, debts, and en- 
gagements of such corporation or association accruing 
while they remain such stockholders, to the extent of the 
amount of their stock therein at the par value thereof, in 
addition to the amount invested in such shares. 

The legislature may provide that stockholders of 
banking corporations organized under the laws of this 
state which shall provide and furnish, either through 
membership in the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora- 
tion, or through membership in any other instrumental- 
ity of the government of the United States, insurance or 
security for the payment of the debts and obligations of 
such banking corporation equivalent to that required by 
the laws of the United States to be furnished and pro- 
vided by national banking associations, shall be relieved 
from liability for the debts and obligations of such 
banking corporation to the same extent that stockholders 
of national banking associations are relieved from liabil- 
ity for the debts and obligations of such national bank- 
ing associations under the laws of the United States. 
[1939 Senate Joint Resolution No. 8, p 1024. Approved 
November, 1940.] 


AMENDMENT 17 


Art. 782 FORTY MILL LIMIT. Except as here- 
inafter provided and notwithstanding any other provision 
of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies upon 
real and personal property by the state and all taxing 
districts now existing or hereafter created, shall not in 
any year exceed forty mills on the dollar of assessed val- 
uation, which assessed valuation shall be fifty per cen- 
tum of the true and fair value of such property in 
money: Provided, however, That nothing herein shall 
prevent levies at the rates now provided by law by or for 
any port or public utility district. The term "taxing dis- 
trict" for the purposes of this section shall mean any po- 
litical subdivision, municipal corporation, district, or 
other governmental agency authorized by law to levy, or 
have levied for it, ad valorem taxes on property, other 
than a port or public utility district. Such aggregate 
limitation or any specific limitation imposed by law in 
conformity therewith may be exceeded only 

(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized 
so to do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the 
electors thereof voting on the proposition to levy such 
additional tax submitted not more than twelve months 
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prior to the date on which the proposed levy is to be 
made and not oftener than twice in such twelve month 
period, either at a special election or at the regular elec- 
tion of such taxing district, at which election the number 
of persons voting on the proposition shall constitute not 
less than forty per centum of the total number of votes 
cast in such taxing district at the last preceding general 
election; 

(b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law 
to issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for 
the sole purpose of making the required payments of 
principal and interest on general obligation bonds issued 
solely for capital purposes, other than the replacement of 
equipment, when authorized so to do by majority of at 
least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the 
proposition to issue such bonds and to pay the principal 
and interest thereon by an annual tax levy in excess of 
the limitation herein provided during the term of such 
bonds, submitted not oftener than twice in any calendar 
year, at an election held in the manner provided by law 
for bond elections in such taxing district, at which elec- 
tion the total number of persons voting on the proposi- 
tion shall constitute not less than forty per centum of the 
total number of votes cast in such taxing district at the 
last preceding general election: Provided, That any such 
taxing district shall have the right by vote of its govern- 
ing body to refund any general obligation bonds of said 
district issued for capital purposes only, and to provide 
for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by an- 
nual levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for 
herein, and Provided further, That the provisions of this 
section shall also be subject to the limitations contained 
in Article VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution; 

(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose 
of paying the principal or interest on general obligation 
bonds outstanding on December 6, 1934; or for the pur- 
pose of preventing the impairment of the obligation of a 
contract when ordered so to do by a court of last resort. 
[1943 House Joint Resolution No. 1, p 936. Approved 
November, 1944.] 


Art. 7 § 2 was later amended by Amendments 55, 59, and 64. 


AMENDMENT 18 

Art. 2840 HIGHWAY FUNDS. АП fees collected 
by the State of Washington as license fees for motor ve- 
hicles and all excise taxes collected by the State of 
Washington on the sale, distribution or use of motor ve- 
hicle fuel and all other state revenue intended to be used 
for highway purposes, shall be paid into the state trea- 
sury and placed in a special fund to be used exclusively 
for highway purposes. Such highway purposes shall be 
construed to include the following: 

(a) The necessary operating, engineering and legal 
expenses connected with the administration of public 
highways, county roads and city streets; 

(b) The construction, reconstruction, maintenance, re- 
pair, and betterment of public highways, county roads, 
bridges and city streets; including the cost and expense 
of (1) acquisition of rights-of-way, (2) installing, main- 
taining and operating traffic signs and signal lights, (3) 
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policing by the state of public highways, (4) operation of 
movable span bridges, (5) operation of ferries which are 
a part of any public highway, county road, or city street; 

(c) The payment or refunding of any obligation of the 
State of Washington, or any political subdivision thereof, 
for which any of the revenues described in section 1 may 
have been legally pledged prior to the effective date of 
this act; 

(d) Refunds authorized by law for taxes paid on mo- 
tor vehicle fuels; 

(e) The cost of collection of any revenues described in 
this section: 

Provided, That this section shall not be construed to 
include revenue from general or special taxes or excises 
not levied primarily for highway purposes, or apply to 
vehicle operator's license fees or any excise tax imposed 
on motor vehicles or the use thereof in lieu of a property 
tax thereon, or fees for certificates of ownership of motor 
vehicles. (1943 House Joint Resolution No. 4, p 938. 
Approved November, 1944.] 


AMENDMENT 19 

Art. 7 8 3 TAXATION OF FEDERAL AGEN- 
CIES AND PROPERTY. The United States and its 
agencies and instrumentalities, and their property, may 
be taxed under any of the tax laws of this state, when- 
ever and in such manner as such taxation may be auth- 
orized or permitted under the laws of the United States, 
notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Consti- 
tution of this state. [1945 House Joint Resolution No. 9, 
p 932. Approved November, 1946.] 


AMENDMENT 20 


Art. 28 § 1 COMPENSATION OF STATE OFFI- 
CERS. All elected state officials shall each severally re- 
ceive such compensation as the legislature may direct. 
The compensation of any state officer shall not be in- 
creased or diminished during his term of office, except 
that the legislature, at its thirty—first regular session, 
may increase or diminish the compensation of all state 
officers whose terms exist on the Thursday after the sec- 
ond Monday in January, 1949. 

The provisions of sections 14, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, and 
22 of Article III and section 23 of Article II in so far as 
they are inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed. 
[1947 Senate Joint Resolution No. 4, p 1371. Approved 
November 2, 1948.] 


Authorizing compensation increase during term: See Amendment 54. 


AMENDMENT 21 


Art. 11 8 4 COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND 
TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION. The legislature shall 
establish a system of county government, which shall be 
uniform throughout the state except as hereinafter pro- 
vided, and by general laws shall provide for township 
organization, under which any county may organize 
whenever a majority of the qualified electors of such 
county voting at a general election shall so determine; 
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and whenever a county shall adopt township organiza- 
tion, the assessment and collection of the revenue shall 
be made, and the business of such county and the local 
affairs of the several townships therein, shall be man- 
aged and transacted in the manner prescribed by such 
general law. 

Any county may frame a "Home Rule" charter for its 
own government subject to the Constitution and laws of 
this state, and for such purpose the legislative authority 
of such county may cause an election to be had, at which 
election there shall be chosen by the qualified voters of 
said county not less than fifteen (15) nor more than 
twenty-five (25) freeholders thereof, as determined by 
the legislative authority, who shall have been residents of 
said county for a period of at least five (5) years preced- 
ing their election and who are themselves qualified elec- 
tors, whose duty it shall be to convene within thirty (30) 
days after their election and -prepare and propose a 
charter for such county. Such proposed charter shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of said county, and if 
a majority of such qualified electors voting thereon ratify 
the same, it shall become the charter of said county and 
shall become the organic law thereof, and supersede any 
existing charter, including amendments thereto, or any 
existing form of county government, and all special laws 
inconsistent with such charter. Said proposed charter 
shall be published in two (2) legal newspapers published 
in said county, at least once a week for four (4) consec- 
utive weeks prior to the day of submitting the same to 
the electors for their approval as above provided. АП 
elections in this section authorized shall only be had 
upon notice, which notice shall specify the object of 
calling such election and shall be given for at least ten 
(10) days before the day of election in all election dis- 
tricts of said county. Said elections may be general or 
special elections and except as herein provided, shall be 
governed by the law regulating and controlling general 
or special elections in said county. Such charter may be 
amended by proposals therefor submitted by the legisla- 
tive authority of said county to the electors thereof at 
any general election after notice of such submission 
published as above specified, and ratified by a majority 
of the qualified electors voting thereon. In submitting 
any such charter or amendment thereto, any alternate 
article or proposition may be presented for the choice of 
the voters and may be voted on separately without prej- 
udice to others. 

Any home rule charter proposed as herein provided, 
may provide for such county officers as may be deemed 
necessary to carry out and perform all county functions 
as provided by charter or by general law, and for their 
compensation, but shall not affect the election of the 
prosecuting attorney, the county superintendent of 
schools, the judges of the superior court, and the justices 
of the peace, or the jurisdiction of the courts. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing provision for the call- 
ing of an election by the legislative authority of such 
county for the election of freeholders to frame a county 
charter, registered voters equal in number to ten (10) 
per centum of the voters of any such county voting at 
the last preceding general election, may at any time 
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propose by petition the calling of an election of free- 
holders. The petition shall be filed with the county audi- 
tor of the county at least three (3) months before any 
general election and the proposal that a board of free- 
holders be elected for the purpose of framing a county 
charter shall be submitted to the vote of the people at 
said general election, and at the same election a board of 
freeholders of not less than fifteen (15) or more than 
twenty-five (25), as fixed in the petition calling for the 
election, shall be chosen to draft the new charter. The 
procedure for the nomination of qualified. electors as 
candidates for said board of freeholders shall be pre- 
scribed by the legislative authority of the county, and 
the procedure for the framing of the charter and the 
submission of the charter as framed shall be the same as 
in the case of a board of freeholders chosen at an elec- 
tion initiated by the legislative authority of the county. 

In calling for any election of freeholders as provided 
in this section, the legislative authority of the county 
shall apportion the number of freeholders to be elected 
in accordance with either the legislative districts or the 
county commissioner districts, if any, within said county, 
the number of said freeholders to be elected from each 
of said districts to be in proportion to the population of 
said districts as nearly as may be. 

Should the charter proposed receive the affirmative 
vote of the majority of the electors voting thereon, the 
legislative authority of the county shall immediately call 
such special election as may be provided for therein, if 
any, and the county government shall be established in 
accordance with the terms of said charter not more than 
six (6) months after the election at which the charter 
was adopted. 

The terms of all elective officers, except the prosecut- 
ing attorney, the county superintendent of schools, the 
judges of the superior court, and the justices of the 
peace, who are in office at the time of the adoption of a 
Home Rule Charter shall terminate as provided in the 
charter. All appointive officers in office at the time the 
charter goes into effect, whose positions are not abol- 
ished thereby, shall continue until their successors shall 
have qualified. 

After the adoption of such charter, such county shall 
continue to have all the rights, powers, privileges and 
benefits then possessed or thereafter conferred by gen- 
eral law. All the powers, authority and duties granted to 
and imposed on county officers by general law, except 
the prosecuting attorney, the county superintendent of 
schools, the judges of the superior court and the justices 
of the peace, shall be vested in the legislative authority 
of the county unless expressly vested in specific officers 
by the charter. The legislative authority may by resolu- 
tion delegate any of its executive or administrative pow- 
ers, authority or duties not expressly vested in specific 
officers by the charter, to any county officer or officers or 
county employee or employees. 

The provisions of sections 5, 6, 7, and the first sen- 
tence of section 8 of this Article as amended shall not 
apply to counties in which the government has been es- 
tablished by charter adopted under the provisions hereof. 


(1985 Ed.) 


AMENDMENT 23 


The authority conferred on the board of county commis- 
sioners by Section 15 of Article II as amended, shall be 
exercised by the legislative authority of the county. 
[1947 Senate Joint Resolution No. 5, p 1372. Approved 
November 2, 1948.] 


AMENDMENT 22 


Section 7, Article XI, Constitution of the State of 
Washington is hereby repealed. [1947 House Joint Res- 
olution No. 4, p 1385. Approved November 2, 1948.] 


AMENDMENT 23 


Art. 11 8 16 COMBINED CITY AND COUNTY. 
The legislature shall, by general law, provide for the 
formation of combined city and county municipal cor- 
porations, and for the manner of determining the terri- 
torial limits thereof, each of which shall be known as a 
"city and county," and, when organized, shall contain a 
population of at least three hundred thousand (300,000) 
inhabitants. No such city and county shall be formed 
except by a majority vote of the qualified electors of the 
area proposed to be included therein and also by a ma- 
jority vote of the qualified electors of the remainder of 
that county from which such area is to be taken. Any 
such city and county shall be permitted to frame a char- 
ter for its own government, and amend the same, in the 
manner provided for cities by section 10 of this article: 
Provided, however, That the first charter of such city 
and county shall be framed and adopted in a manner to 
be specified in the general law authorizing the formation 
of such corporations: Provided further, That every such 
charter shall designate the respective officers of such city 
and county who shall perform the duties imposed by law 
upon county officers. Every such city and county shall 
have and enjoy all rights, powers and privileges asserted 
in its charter, not inconsistent with general laws, and in 
addition thereto, such rights, powers and privileges as 
may be granted to it, or possessed and enjoyed by cities 
and counties of like population separately organized. 

No county or county government existing outside the 
territorial limits of such county and city shall exercise 
any police, taxation or other powers within the territorial 
limits of such county and city, but all such powers shall 
be exercised by the city and county and the officers 
thereof, subject to such constitutional provisions and 
general laws as apply to either cities or counties: Pro- 
vided, That the provisions of sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 
8 of this article shall not apply to any such city and 
county: Provided further, That the salary of any elective 
or appointive officer of a city and county shall not be 
changed after his election or appointment or during his 
term of office; nor shall the term of any such officer be 
extended beyond the period for which he is elected or 
appointed. In case an existing county is divided in the 
formation of a city and county, such city and county 
shall be liable for a just proportion of the existing debts 
or liabilities of the former county, and shall account for 
and pay the county remaining a just proportion of the 
value of any real estate or other property owned by the 
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former county and taken over by the county and city, 
the method of determining such just proportion to be 
prescribed by general law, but such division shall not af- 
fect the rights of creditors. The officers of a city and 
county, their compensation, qualifications, term of office 
and manner of election or appointment shall be as pro- 
vided for in its charter, subject to general laws and ap- 
plicable constitutional provisions. [1947 House Joint 
Resolution No. 13, p 1386. Approved November 2, 
1948.] 


Art. 11$ 16 was later amended by Amendment 58. 


AMENDMENT 24 


[Repealed by AMENDMENT 42, 1965 ex.s. Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 20, p 2816. Approved November 8, 
1966.] 


Text of Amendment 24——Art. 2 $ 33 ALIEN OWNERSHIP—— 
The ownership of lands by aliens, other than those who in good faith 
have declared their intention to become citizens of the United States, is 
prohibited in this state, except where acquired by inheritance, under 
mortgage or in good faith in the ordinary course of justice in the col- 
lection of debts; and all conveyances of lands hereafter made to any 
alien directly, or in trust for such alien, shall be void: Provided, That 
the provisions of this section shall not apply to lands containing valu- 
able deposits of minerals, metals, iron, coal, or fire clay, and the nec- 
essary land for mills and machinery to be used in the development 
thereof and the manufacture of the products therefrom: And provided 
further, That the provisions of this section shall not apply to the citi- 
zens of such of the Provinces of the Dominion of Canada as do not ex- 
pressly or by implication prohibit ownership of provincial lands by 
citizens of this state. Every corporation, the majority of the capital 
stock of which is owned by aliens, shall be considered an alien for the 
purposes of this prohibition. [1949 Senate Joint Resolution No. 9, p 
999. Approved November 7, 1950.] 


Art. 2 $ 33 wasalso amended by Amendment 29. 


AMENDMENT 25 


Article 4 was amended by adding the following 
section: | 

Art. 4 $ 3(а) RETIREMENT OF SUPREME 
COURT AND SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES. A 
judge of the supreme court or the superior court shall 
retire from judicial office at the end of the calendar year 
in which he attains the age of seventy-five years. The 
legislature may, from time to time, fix a lesser age for 
mandatory retirement, not earlier than the end of the 
calendar year in which any such judge attains the age of 
seventy years, as the legislature deems proper. This pro- 
vision shall not affect the term to which any such judge 
shall have been elected or appointed prior to, or at the 
time of, approval and ratification of this provision. Not- 
withstanding the limitations of this section, the legisla- 
ture may by general law authorize or require the 
retirement of judges for physical or mental disability, or 
any cause rendering judges incapable of performing their 
judicial duties. (1951 House Joint Resolution No. 6, p 
960. Approved November 4, 1952.] 
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Article 2 was amended by adding the following 
section: 

Art. 2 8 41 LAWS, EFFECTIVE DATE. INITIA- 
TIVE, REFERENDUM AMENDMENT OR RE- 
PEAL. No act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall 
take effect until ninety days after the adjournment of the 
session at which it was enacted. No act, law or bill ap- 
proved by a majority of the electors voting thereon shall 
be amended or repealed by the legislature within a pe- 
riod of two years following such enactment: Provided, 
That any such act, law or bill may be amended within 
two years after: such enactment at any regular or special 
session of the legislature by a vote of two-thirds of all 
the members elected to each house with full compliance 
with section 12, Article III, of the Washington Consti- 
tution, and no amendatory law adopted in accordance 
with this provision shall be subject to referendum. But 
such enactment may be amended or repealed at any 
general regular or special election by direct vote of the 
people thereon. These provisions supersede the provisions 
of subsection (c) of section 1 of this article as amended 
by the seventh amendment to the Constitution of this 
state. [1951 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 7, p 
959, Approved November 4, 1952.] 


Reviser's note: In third sentence, comma between "general" and 
"regular" omitted in conformity with enrolled resolution. 


AMENDMENT 27 


Art. 8 $ 6 LIMITATIONS UPON MUNICIPAL 
INDEBTEDNESS. No county, city, town, school dis- 
trict, or other municipal corporation shall for any pur- 
pose become indebted in any manner to an amount 
exceeding one and one-half per centum of the taxable 
property in such county, city, town, school district, or 
other municipal corporation, without the assent of three- 
fifths of the voters therein voting at an election to be 
held for that purpose, nor in cases requiring such assent 
shall the total indebtedness at any time exceed five per 
centum on the value of the taxable property therein, to 
be ascertained by the last assessment for state and 
county purposes previous to the incurring of such in- 
debtedness, except that in incorporated cities the assess- 
ment shall be taken from the last assessment for city 
purposes: Provided, That no part of the indebtedness al- 
lowed in this section shall be incurred for any purpose 
other than strictly county, city, town, school district, or 
other municipal purposes: Provided further, That (a) any 
city or town, with such assent, may be allowed to be- 
come indebted to a larger amount, but not exceeding five 
per centum additional for supplying such city or town 
with water, artificial light, and sewers, when the works 
for supplying such water, light, and sewers shall be 
owned and controlled by the municipality and (b) any 
school district with such assent, may be allowed to be- 
come indebted to a larger amount but not exceeding five 
per centum additional for capital outlays. [1951 House 
Joint Resolution No. 8, p 961. Approved November 4, 
1952.] 
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Art. 4 $ 6 JURISDICTION OF SUPERIOR 
COURTS. The superior court shall have original juris- 
diction in all cases in equity and in all cases at law 
which involve the title or possession of real property, or 
the legality of any tax, impost, assessment, toll, or mu- 
nicipal fine, and in all other cases in which the demand 
or the value of the property. in controversy amounts to 
one thousand dollars, or a lesser sum in excess of the ju- 
risdiction granted to justices of the peace and other in- 
ferior courts, and in all criminal cases amounting to 
felony, and in all cases of misdemeanor not otherwise 
provided for by law; of actions of forcible entry and de- 
tainer; of proceedings in insolvency; of actions to prevent 
or abate a nuisance; of all matters of probate, of divorce, 
and for annulment of marriage; and for such special 
cases and proceedings as are not otherwise provided for. 
The superior court shall also have original jurisdiction in 
all cases and of all proceedings in which jurisdiction 
shall not have been by law vested exclusively in some 
other court; and said court shall have the power of nat- 
uralization and to issue papers therefor. They shall have 
such appellate jurisdiction in cases arising in justices' 

and other inferior courts in their respective counties as 

may be prescribed by law. They shall always be open, 
except on nonjudicial days, and their process shall ex- 
tend to all parts of the state. Said courts and their 
judges shall have power to issue writs of mandamus, quo 
warranto, review, certiorari, prohibition, and writs of 
habeas corpus, on petition by or on behalf of any person 
in actual custody in their respective counties. Injunctions 
and writs of prohibition and of habeas corpus may be is- 
sued and served on legal holidays and nonjudicial days. 


Art. 4 § 10 JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. The leg- 
islature shall determine the number of justices of the 
peace to be elected and.shall prescribe by law the pow- 
ers, duties and jurisdiction of justices of the peace: Pro- 
vided, That such jurisdiction granted by the legislature 
shall not trench upon the jurisdiction of superior or other 
courts of record, except that justices of the peace may be 
made police justices of incorporated cities and towns. 
Justices of the peace shall have original jurisdiction in 
cases where the demand or value of the property in con- 
troversy is less than three hundred dollars or such 
greater sum, not to exceed one thousand dollars, as shall 
be prescribed by the legislature. In incorporated cities or 
towns having more than five thousand inhabitants, the 
justices of the peace shall receive such salary as may be 
provided by law, and shall receive no fees for their own 
use. [1951 Substitute House Joint Resolution No. 13, p 
962. Approved November 4, 1952.] 


AMENDMENT 29 
[Repealed by AMENDMENT 42, 1965 ex.s. Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 20, p 2816. Approved November 8, 
1966.) 
Text of Amendment 29——Art. 2 $ 33 ALIEN OWNERSHIP—— 
The ownership of lands by aliens, other than those who in good faith 


have declared their intention to become citizens of the United States, is 
prohibited in this state, except where acquired by inheritance, under 
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mortgage or in good faith in the ordinary course of justice in the col- 
lection of debts, and all conveyances of lands hereafter made to any 
alien directly, or in trust for such alien, shall be void: Provided, That 
the provisions of this section shall not apply to lands containing valu- 
able deposits of minerals, metals, iron, coal, or fire clay, and the nec- 
essary land for mills and machinery to be used in the development 
thereof and the manufacture of the products therefrom: And provided 
further, That the provisions of this section shall not apply to the citi- 
zens of such of the Provinces of the Dominion of Canada as do not ex- 
pressly or by implication prohibit ownership of provincial lands by 
citizens of this state. [1953 House Joint Resolution No. 16, p 853. 
Approved November 2, 1954.] 


Prior amendment of Art. 2 8 33, see Amendment 24. 


AMENDMENT 30 


[Stricken by AMENDMENT 72, 1981 Substitute 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 133. Approved November 
3, 1981.] | 


Text of Amendment 30——Art. 2 $ (а) INITIATIVE AND REFEREN- 
DUM, SIGNATURES REQUIRED— — Hereafter, the number of valid sig- 
natures of legal voters required upon a petition for an initiative 
measure shall be equal to eight per centum of the number of voters 
registered and voting for the office of governor at the last preceding 
regular gubernatorial election. Hereafter, the number of valid signa- 
tures of legal voters required upon a petition for a referendum of an 
act of the legislature or any part thereof, shall be equal to four per 
centum of the number of voters registered and voting for the office of 
governor at the last preceding regular gubernatorial election. These 
provisions supersede the requirements specified in section 1 of this ar- 
ticle as amended by the seventh amendment to the Constitution of this 
state. (1955 Senate Joint Resolution No. 4, p 1860. Approved 
November 6, 1956.] 


AMENDMENT 31. 

Art. 3 § 25 QUALIFICATIONS, COMPENSA- 
TION, OFFICES WHICH MAY BE ABOLISHED. 
No person, except a citizen of the United States and a 
qualified elector of this state, shall be eligible to hold 
any state office. The compensation for state officers shall 
not be increased or diminished during the term for 
which they shall have been elected. The legislature may 
in its discretion abolish the offices of the lieutenant 
governor, auditor and commissioner of public lands. 
[1955 Senate Joint Resolution No. 6, p 1861. Approved 
November 6, 1956.] 


Authorizing compensation increase during term: See Amendment 54. 


AMENDMENT 32 


Art. 2 8 15 VACANCIES IN LEGISLATURE 
AND IN PARTISAN COUNTY ELECTIVE OF- 
FICE. Such vacancies as may occur in either house of 
the legislature or in any partisan county elective office 
shall be filled by appointment by the board of county 
commissioners of the county in which the vacancy oc- 
curs: Provided, That the person appointed to fill the va- 
cancy must be from the same legislative district and the 
same political party as the legislator whose office has 
been vacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall 
be nominated by the county central committee of that 
party, and the person so appointed shall hold office until 
his successor is elected at the next general election, and 
shall have qualified: Provided, That in case of a vacancy 
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occurring in the office of joint senator, or joint represen- 
tative, the vacancy shall be filled from a list of three 
nominees selected by the state central committee, by ap- 
pointment by the joint action of the boards of county 
commissioners of the counties composing the joint sena- 
torial or joint representative district, the person ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy must be from the same 
legislative district and of the same political party as the 
legislator whose office has been vacated, and in case a 
ma jority of said county commissioners do not agree upon 
the appointment within sixty days after the vacancy oc- 
curs, the governor shall within thirty days thereafter, 
and from the list of nominees provided for herein, ap- 
point a person who shall be from the same legislative 
district and of the same political party as the legislator 
whose office has been vacated. (1955 Senate Joint Reso- 
lution No. 14, p 1862. Approved November 6, 1956.] 


Prior amendment of Art. 2 $ 15, see Amendment 13. 
Later amendment of Art. 2 § 15, see Amendment 52. 


AMENDMENT 33 


Art. 24 8 1 STATE BOUNDARIES. The bounda- 
ries of the state of Washington shall be as follows: Be- 
ginning at a point in the Pacific ocean one marine league 
due west of and opposite the middle of the mouth of the 
north ship channel of the Columbia river thence running 
easterly to and up the middle channel of said river and 
where it is divided by islands up the middle of the widest 
channel thereof to where the forty-sixth parallel of 
north latitude crosses said river near the mouth of the 
Walla Walla river; thence east on said forty-sixth par- 
allel of latitude to the middle of the main channel of the 
Shoshone or Snake river, thence follow down the middle 
of the main channel of Snake river to a point opposite 
the mouth of the Kooskooskia or Clear Water river, 
thence due north to the forty-ninth parallel of north lat- 
itude, thence west along said forty-ninth parallel of 
north latitude to the middle of the channel which sepa- 
rates Vancouver's island from the continent, that is to 
say to a point in longitude 123 degrees, 19 minutes and 
15 seconds west, thence following the boundary line be- 
tween the United States and British possessions through 
the channel which separates Vancouver's island from the 
continent to the termination of the boundary line be- 
tween the United States and British possessions at a 
point in the Pacific ocean equidistant between Bonnilla 
point on Vancouver's island and Tatoosh island light 
house, thence running in a southerly course and parallel 
with the coast line, keeping one marine league off shore 
to place of beginning; until such boundaries are modified 
by appropriate interstate compacts duly approved by the 
Congress of the United States. (1957 Senate Joint Res- 
olution No. 10, p 1292. Approved November 4, 1958.] 


AMENDMENT 34 


Art. 1 $ 11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. Absolute 
freedom of conscience in all matters of religious senti- 
ment, belief and worship, shall be guaranteed to every 
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individual, and no one shall be molested or disturbed in 
person or property on account of religion; but the liberty 
of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as 
to excuse acts of licentiousness or justify practices in- 
consistent with the peace and safety of the state. No 
public money or property shall be appropriated for or 
applied to any religious worship, exercise or instruction, 
or the support of any religious establishment: Provided, 
however, That this article shall not be so construed as to 
forbid the employment by the state of a chaplain for 
such of the state custodial, correctional and mental in- 
stitutions as in the discretion of the legislature may seem 
justified. No religious qualification shall be required for 
any public office or employment, nor shall any person be 
incompetent as a witness or juror, in consequence of his 
opinion on matters of religion, nor be questioned in any 
court of justice touching his religious belief to affect the 
weight of his testimony. (1957 Senate Joint Resolution 
No. 14, p 1299. Approved November 4, 1958.] 


Prior amendment of Art. 1 8 11, see Amendment 4. 


AMENDMENT 35 


Art. 2825 EXTRA COMPENSATION PROHIB- 
ITED. The legislature shall never grant any extra com- 
pensation to any public officer, agent, employee, servant, 
or contractor, after the services shall have been rend- 
ered, or the contract entered into, nor shall the compen- 
sation of any public officer be increased or diminished 
during his term of office. Nothing in this section shall be 
deemed to prevent increases in pensions after such pen- 
sions shall have been granted. [1957 Senate Joint Reso- 
lution No. 18, p 1301. Approved November 4, 1958.] 


Increase during term in compensation of certain officers authorized: 
See Amendment 54. 


AMENDMENT 36 


Article 2, section 1 (LEGISLATIVE POWERS, 
WHERE VESTED) as amended by AMENDMENT 7 
was amended by adding the following subsection: 


Article 2, section 1, subsection (e). The legislature 
shall provide methods of publicity of all laws or parts of 
laws, and amendments to the Constitution referred to 
the people with arguments for and against the laws and 
amendments so referred. The secretary of state shall 
send one copy of the publication to each individual place 
of residence in the state and shall make such additional 
distribution as he shall determine necessary to reason- 
ably assure that each voter will have an opportunity to 
study the measures prior to election. These provisions 
supersede the provisions set forth in the last paragraph 
of section 1 of this article as amended by the seventh 
amendment to the Constitution of this state. [1961 Sen- 
ate Joint Resolution No. 9, p 2751. Approved 
November, 1962.] 
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Art. 22 $ 1 HOW MADE. Any amendment or 
amendments to this Constitution may be proposed in ei- 
ther branch of the legislature; and if the same shall be 
agreed to by two-thirds of the members elected to each 
of the two houses, such proposed amendment or amend- 
ments shall be entered on their journals, with the ayes 
and noes thereon, and be submitted to the qualified 
electors of the state for their approval, at the next gen- 
eral election; and if the people approve and ratify such 
amendment or amendments, by a majority of the elec- 
tors voting thereon, the same shall become part of this 
Constitution, and proclamation thereof shall be made by 
the governor: Provided, That if more than one amend- 
ment be submitted, they shall be submitted in such a 
manner that the people may vote for or against such 
amendments separately. The legislature shall also cause 
notice of the amendments that are to be submitted to the 
people to be published at least four times during the four 
weeks next preceding the election in every legal newspa- 
per in the state: Provided, That failure of any newspaper 
to publish this notice shall not be interpreted as affecting 
the outcome of the election. [1961 Senate Joint Resolu- 
tion No. 25, p 2753. Approved November, 1962.] 


AMENDMENT 38 


Article 4 was amended by adding the following 
section: 

Art. 4 8 2(a) TEMPORARY PERFORMANCE 
OF JUDICIAL DUTIES. When necessary for the 
prompt and orderly administration of justice a majority 
of the Supreme Court is empowered to authorize judges 
or retired judges of courts of record of this state, to per- 
form, temporarily, judicial duties in the Supreme Court, 
and to authorize any superior court judge to perform ju- 
dicial duties in any superior court of this state. [1961 
House Joint Resolution No. 6, p 2757. Approved 
November, 1962.] 


AMENDMENT 39 


Art. 2 $ 42 GOVERNMENTAL CONTINUITY 
DURING EMERGENCY PERIODS. The legislature, 
in order to insure continuity of state and local govern- 
mental operations in periods of emergency resulting 
from enemy attack, shall have the power and the duty, 
immediately upon and after adoption of this amendment, 
to enact legislation providing for prompt and temporary 
succession to the powers and duties of public offices of 
whatever nature and whether filled by election or ap- 
pointment, the incumbents and legal successors of which 
may become unavailable for carrying on the powers and 
duties of such offices; the legislature shall likewise enact 
such other measures as may be necessary and proper for 
insuring the continuity of governmental operations dur- 
ing such emergencies. Legislation enacted under the 
powers conferred by this amendment shall in all respects 
conform to the remainder of the Constitution: Provided, 
That if, in the judgment of the legislature at the time of 
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disaster, conformance to the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion would be impracticable or would admit of undue 
delay, such legislation may depart during the period of 
emergency caused by enemy attack only, from the fol- 
lowing sections of the Constitution: 

Article 14, Sections 1 and 2, Seat of Government; 

Article 2, Sections 8, 15 (Amendments 13 and 32), 
and 22, Membership, Quorum of Legislature and Pas- 
sage of Bills; 

Article 3, Section 10 (Amendment 6), Succession to 
Governorship: Provided, That the legislature shall not 
depart from Section 10, Article III, as amended by 
Amendment 6, of the state Constitution relating to the 
Governor's office so long as any successor therein named 
is available and capable of assuming the powers and du- 
ties of such office as therein prescribed; 

Article 3, Section 13, Vacancies in State Offices; 

Article 11, Section 6, Vacancies in County Offices; 

Article 11, Section 2, Seat of County Government; 

Article 3, Section 24, State Records. [1961 House 
Joint Resolution No. 9, p 2758. Approved November, 
1962.] 


AMENDMENT 40 


Art. 11 $ 10. INCORPORATION OF MUNICI- 
PALITIES. Corporations for municipal purposes shall 
not be created by special laws; but the legislature, by 
general laws, shall provide for the incorporation, organi- 
zation and classification in proportion to population, of 


` cities and towns, which laws may be altered, amended or 


repealed. Cities and towns heretofore organized, or in- 
corporated may become organized under such general 
laws whenever a majority of the electors voting at a 
general election, shall so determine, and shall organize 
in conformity therewith; and cities or towns heretofore 
or hereafter organized, and all charters thereof framed 
or adopted by authority of this Constitution shall be 
subject to, and controlled by general laws. Any city con- 
taining a population of ten thousand inhabitants, or 
more, shall be permitted to frame a charter for its own 
government, consistent with and subject to the Constitu- 
tion and laws of this state, and for such purpose the leg- 
islative authority of such city may cause an election to 
be had at which election there shall be chosen by the 
qualified electors of said city, fifteen freeholders thereof, 
who shall have been residents of said city for a period of 
at least two years preceding their election and qualified 
electors, whose duty it shall be to convene within ten 
days after their election, and prepare and propose a 
charter for such city. Such proposed charter shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of said city, and if a 
majority of such qualified electors voting thereon ratify 
the same, it shall become the charter of said city, and 
shall become the organic law thereof, and supersede any 
existing charter including amendments thereto, and all 
special laws inconsistent with such charter. Said pro- 
posed charter shall be published in the daily newspaper 
of largest general circulation published in the area to be 
incorporated as a first class city under the charter or, if 
no daily newspaper is published therein, then in the 
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newspaper having the largest general circulation within 
such area at least once each week for four weeks next 
preceding the day of submitting the same to the electors 
for their approval, as above provided. All elections in 
this section authorized shall only be had upon notice, 
which notice shall specify the object of calling such 
election, and shall be given as required by law. Said 
elections may be general or special elections, and except 
as herein provided shall be governed by the law regulat- 
ing and controlling general or special elections in said 
city. Such charter may be amended by proposals there- 
for submitted by the legislative authority of such city to 
the electors thereof at any general election after notice 
of said submission published as above specified, and rat- 
ified by a majority of the qualified electors voting 
thereon. In submitting any such charter, or amendment 
thereto, any alternate article or proposition may be pre- 
sented for the choice of the voters, and may be voted on 
separately without prejudice to others. [1963 ex.s. Sen- 
ate Joint Resolution No. 1, p 1526. Approved November 
3, 1964.] 


AMENDMENT 41 


Art. 4829 ELECTION OF SUPERIOR COURT 
JUDGES. Notwithstanding any provision of this Consti- 
tution to the contrary, if, after the last day as provided 
by law for the withdrawal of declarations of candidacy 
has expired, only one candidate has filed for any single 
position of superior court judge in any county containing 
a population of one hundred thousand or more, no pri- 
mary or election shall be held as to such position, and a 
certificate of election shall be issued to such candidate. 
If, after any contested primary for superior court judge 
in any county, only one candidate is entitled to have his 
name printed on the general election ballot for any sin- 
gle position, no election shall be held as to such position, 
and a certificate of election shall be issued to such can- 
didate: Provided, That in the event that there is filed 
with the county auditor within ten days after the date of 
the primary, a petition indicating that a write in cam- 
paign will be conducted for such single position and 
signed by one hundred registered voters qualified to vote 
with respect of the office, then such single position shall 
be subject to the general election. Provisions for the 
contingency of the death or disqualification of a sole 
candidate between the last date for withdrawal and the 
time when the election would be held but for the provi- 
sions of this section, and such other provisions as may be 
deemed necessary to implement the provisions of this 
section, may be enacted by the legislature. [1965 ex.s. 
Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 6, p 2815. Ap- 
proved November 8, 1966.] 


AMENDMENT 42 
Section 33, Article II and Amendments 24 and 29 
amendatory thereof, of the Constitution of the State of 
Washington are each hereby repealed. (1965 ex.s. Sen- 
ate Joint Resolution No. 20, p 2816. Approved 
November 8, 1966.] 
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Art. 9 $ 3 FUNDS FOR SUPPORT. The principal 
of the common school fund as the same existed on June 
30, 1965, shall remain permanent and irreducible. The 
said fund shall consist of the principal amount thereof 
existing on June 30, 1965, and such additions thereto as 
may be derived after June 30, 1965, from the following 
named sources, to wit: Appropriations and donations by 
the state to this fund; donations and bequests by indi- 
viduals to the state or public for common schools; the 
proceeds of lands and other property which revert to the 
state by escheat and forfeiture; the proceeds of all prop- 
erty granted to the state when the purpose of the grant 
is not specified, or is uncertain; funds accumulated in the 
treasury of the state for the disbursement of which pro- 
vision has not been made by law; the proceeds of the sale 
of stone, minerals, or property other than timber and 
other crops from school and state lands, other than those 
granted for specific purposes; all moneys received from 
persons appropriating stone, minerals or property other 
than timber and other crops from school and state lands 
other than those granted for specific purposes, and all 
moneys other than rental recovered from persons tres- 
passing on said lands; five per centum of the proceeds of 
the sale of public lands lying within the state, which 
shall be sold by the United States subsequent to the ad- 
mission of the state into the Union as approved by sec- 
tion 13 of the act of congress enabling the admission of 
the state into the Union; the principal of all funds aris- 
ing from the sale of lands and other property which have 
been, and hereafter may be granted to the state for the 
support of common schools. The legislature may make 
further provisions for enlarging said fund. 

There is hereby established the common school con- 
struction fund to be used exclusively for the purpose of 
financing the construction of facilities for the common 
schools. The sources of said fund shall be: (1) Those 
proceeds derived from the sale or appropriation of tim- 
ber and other crops from school and state lands subse- 
quent to June 30, 1965, other than those granted for 
specific purposes; (2) the interest accruing on said per- 
manent common school fund from and after July 1, 
1967, together with all rentals and other revenues de- 
rived therefrom and from lands and other property de- 
voted to the permanent common school fund from and 
after July 1, 1967; and (3) such other sources as the 
legislature may direct. That portion of the common 
school construction fund derived from interest on the 
permanent common school fund may be used to retire 
such bonds as may be authorized by law for the purpose 
of financing the construction of facilities for the common 
schools. 

The interest accruing on the permanent common 
school fund together with all rentals and other revenues 
accruing thereto pursuant to subsection (2) of this sec- 
tion during the period after the effective date of this 
amendment and prior to July 1, 1967, shall be exclu- 
sively applied to the current use of the common schools. 

To the extent that the moneys in the common school 
construction fund are in excess of the amount necessary 
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to allow fulfillment of the purpose of said fund, the ex- 
cess shall be available for deposit to the credit of the 
permanent common school fund or available for the cur- 
rent use of the common schools, as the legislature may 
direct. [1965 ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution No. 22, part 
l, p 2817. Approved November 8, 1966.] 


AMENDMENT 44 
Art. 16 $ 5 INVESTMENT OF PERMANENT 
COMMON SCHOOL FUND. The permanent common 
school fund of this state may be invested as authorized 
by law. [1965 ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution No. 22, part 
2, p 2817. Approved November 8, 1966.] 


Prior amendment of Art. 16 8 5, see Amendment 1. 


AMENDMENT 45 


Art. 8 8 8 PORT EXPENDITURES ——INDUS- 
TRIAL DEVELOPMENT PROMOTION. The use 
of public funds by port districts in such manner as may 
be prescribed by the legislature for industrial develop- 
ment or trade promotion and promotional hosting shall 
be deemed a public use for a public purpose, and shall 
not be deemed a gift within the provisions of section 7 of 
this Article. [1965 ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution No. 25, 
p 2819. Approved November 8, 1966.] 


AMENDMENT 46 

Art. 6 8 1А VOTER QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. In consideration of 
those citizens of the United States who become residents 
of the state of Washington during the year of a presi- 
dential election with the intention of making this state 
their permanent residence, this section is for the purpose 
of authorizing such persons who can meet all qualifica- 
tions for voting as set forth in section | of this article, 
except for residence, to vote for presidential electors or 
for the office of President and Vice-President of the 
United States, as the case may be, but no other: Pro- 
vided, That such persons have resided in the state at 
least sixty days immediately preceding the presidential 
election concerned. 

The legislature shall establish the time, manner and 
place for such persons to cast such presidential ballots. 
[1965 ex.s. Substitute Joint House Resolution No. 4, p 
2820. Approved November 8, 1966.] 


AMENDMENT 47 

Art. 7 8 10. RETIRED PERSONS PROPERTY 
TAX EXEMPTION. Notwithstanding the provisions of 
Article 7, section | (Amendment 14) and Article 7, sec- 
tion 2 (Amendment 17), the following tax exemption 
shall be allowed as to real property: 

The legislature shall have the power, by appropriate 
legislation, to grant to retired property owners relief 
from the property tax on the real property occupied as a 
residence by those owners. The legislature may place 
such restrictions and conditions upon the granting of 
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such relief as it shall deem proper. Such restrictions and 
conditions may include, but are not limited to, the limit- 
ing of the relief to those property owners below a specific 
level of income and those fulfilling certain minimum 
residential requirements. (1965 ex.s. House Joint Reso- 
lution No. 7, p 2821. Approved November 8, 1966.] 


AMENDMENT 48 


Art. 8 8 3 SPECIAL INDEBTEDNESS, HOW 
AUTHORIZED. Except the debt specified in sections 
one and two of this article, no debts shall hereafter be 
contracted by, or on behalf of this state, unless such debt 
shall be authorized by law for some single work or object 
to be distinctly specified therein, which law shall provide 
ways and means, exclusive of loans, for the payment of 
the interest on such debt as it falls due, and also to pay 
and discharge the principal of such debt within twenty 
years from the time of the contracting thereof. No such 
law shall take effect until it shall, at a general election, 
have been submitted to the people and have received a 
majority of all the votes cast for and against it at such 
election, and all moneys raised by authority of such law 
shall be applied only to the specific object therein stated, 
or to the payment of the debt thereby created, and no- 
tice that such law will be submitted to the people shall 
be published at least four times during the four weeks 
next preceding the election in every legal newspaper in 
the state: Provided, That failure of any newspaper to 
publish this notice shall not be interpreted as affecting 
the outcome of the election. [1965 ex.s. House Joint 
Resolution No. 39, p 2822. Approved November 8, 
1966.] 


Art. 8 $ 3 was later amended by Amendment 60. 


AMENDMENT 49 


The Constitution was amended by adding the follow- 
ing new article and section 1 thereof: 


| ARTICLE XXIX 
INVESTMENTS OF PUBLIC PENSION AND 
RETIREMENT FUNDS 


Art. 29 $ 1 MAY BE INVESTED AS AUTHOR- 
IZED BY LAW. Notwithstanding the provisions of sec- 
tions 5, and 7 of Article VIII and section 9 of Article 
XII or any other section or article of the Constitution of 
the state of Washington, the moneys of any public pen- 
sion or retirement fund may be invested as authorized by 
law. [1967 Senate Joint Resolution No. 5. Approved 
November 5, 1968.] 


AMENDMENT 50 


Article 4 was amended by adding the following 
section: 

Art. 4830 COURT OF APPEALS. (1) Authoriza- 
tion. In addition to the courts authorized in section | of 
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this article, judicial power is vested in a court of appeals, 
which shall be established by statute. 

(2) Jurisdiction. The jurisdiction of the court of ap- 
peals shall be as provided by statute or by rules author- 
ized by statute. 

(3) Review of Superior Court. Superior court actions 
may be reviewed by the court of appeals or by the su- 
preme court as provided by statute or by rule authorized 
by statute. 

(4) Judges. The number, manner of election, compen- 
sation, terms of office, removal and retirement of judges 
of the court of appeals shall be as provided by statute. 

(5) Administration and Procedure. The administration 
and procedures of the court of appeals shall be as pro- 
vided by rules issued by the supreme court. 

(6) Conflicts. The provisions of this section shall su- 
persede any conflicting provisions in prior sections of this 
article. [1967 Senate Joint Resolution No. 6. Approved 
November 5, 1968.] 


Reviser's note: This section which was adopted as Art. 4 § 29 is 
herein renumbered Art. 4 $ 30 to avoid confusion with Amendment 41. 


AMENDMENT 51 


Article 8 was amended by adding the following 
section: 

Art. 8 $9 STATE BUILDING AUTHORITY. The 
legislature is empowered notwithstanding any other pro- 
vision in this Constitution, to provide for a state building 
authority in corporate and politic form which may con- 
tract with agencies or departments of the state govern- 
ment to construct upon land owned by the state or its 
agencies, or to be acquired by the state building author- 
ity, buildings and appurtenant improvements which such 
state agencies or departments are hereby empowered to 
lease at reasonable rental rates from the Washington 
state building authority for terms up to seventy-five 
years with provisions for eventual vesting of title in the 
state or its agencies. This section shall not be construed 
as authority to provide buildings through lease or other- 
wise to nongovernmental entities. The legislature may 
authorize the state building authority to borrow funds 
solely upon its own credit and to issue bonds or other 
evidences of indebtedness therefor to be repaid from its 
revenues and to secure the same by pledging its income 
or mortgaging its leaseholds. The provisions of sections 1 
and 3 of this article shall not apply to indebtedness in- 
curred pursuant to this section. [1967 Senate Joint Res- 
olution No. 17. Approved November 5, 1968.] 


Reviser's note: This section which was adopted as Art. 8 $ 8 is herein 
renumbered as Art. 8 § 9 to avoid confusion with Amendment 45. 


AMENDMENT 52 
Art. 2 8 15 VACANCIES IN LEGISLATURE 
AND IN PARTISAN COUNTY ELECTIVE OF- 
FICE. Such vacancies as may occur in either house of 
the legislature or in any partisan county elective office 
shall be filled by appointment by the board of county 
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commissioners of the county in which the vacancy oc- 
curs: Provided, That the person appointed to fill the va- 
cancy must be from the same legislative district, county 
or county commissioner district and the same political 
party as the legislator or partisan county elective officer 
whose office has been vacated, and shall be one of three 
persons who shall be nominated by the county central 
committee of that party, and in case a majority of said 
county commissioners do not agree upon the appoint- 
ment within sixty days after the vacancy occurs, the 
governor shall within thirty days thereafter, and from 
the list of nominees provided for herein, appoint a person 
who shall be from the same legislative district, county or 
county commissioner district and of the same political 
party as the legislator or partisan county elective officer 
whose office has been vacated, and the person so ap- 
pointed shall hold office until his successor is elected at 
the next general election, and shall have qualified: Pro- 
vided, That in case of a vacancy occurring in the office 
of joint senator, or joint representative, the vacancy shall 
be filled from a list of three nominees selected by the 
state central committee, by appointment by the joint ac- 
tion of the boards of county commissioners of the coun- 
ties composing the joint senatorial or joint representative 
district, the person appointed to fill the vacancy must be 
from the same legislative district and of the same politi- 
cal party as the legislator whose office has been vacated, 
and in case a majority of said county commissioners do 
not agree upon the appointment within sixty days after 
the vacancy occurs, the governor shall within thirty days 
thereafter, and from the list of nominees provided for 
herein, appoint a person who shall be from the same 
legislative district and of the same political party as the 
legislator whose office has been vacated. 


Art. 11 8 6 VACANCIES IN TOWNSHIP, PRE- 
CINCT OR ROAD DISTRICT OFFICE. The board of 
county commissioners in each county shall fill all vacan- 
cies occurring in any township, precinct or road district 
office of such county by appointment, and officers thus 
appointed shall hold office till the next general election, 
and until their successors are elected and qualified. 
(1967 Senate Joint Resolution No. 24. Approved 
November 5, 1968.] 


Prior amendments of Art. 2 8 15, see Amendments 13 and 32. 


AMENDMENT 53 


Article 7 was amended by adding the following 
section: 

Art. 7 8 11 TAXATION BASED ON ACTUAL 
USE. Nothing in this Article VII as amended shall pre- 
vent the legislature from providing, subject to such con- 
ditions as it may enact, that the true and fair value in 
money (a) of farms, agricultural lands, standing timber 
and timberlands, and (b) of other open space lands 
which are used for recreation or for enjoyment of their 
scenic or natural beauty shall be based on the use to 
which such property is currently applied, and such val- 
ues shall be used in computing the assessed valuation of 
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such property in the same manner as the assessed valua- 
tion is computed for all property. [1967 House Joint 
Resolution No. 1. Approved November 5, 1968.] 


AMENDMENT 54 


The Constitution was amended by adding the follow- 
ing new article and section 1 thereof: 


ARTICLE XXX* 
COMPENSATION OF PUBLIC OFFICERS** 


Art. 30 8 1 AUTHORIZING COMPENSATION 
INCREASE DURING TERM. The compensation of all 
elective and appointive state, county, and municipal offi- 
cers who do not fix their own compensation, including 
judges of courts of record and the justice courts may be 
increased during their terms of office to the end that 
such officers and judges shall each severally receive 
compensation for their services in accordance with the 
law in effect at the time the services are being rendered. 

The provisions of section 25 of Article II (Amend- 
ment 35), section 25 of Article III (Amendment 31), 
section 13 of Article IV, section 8 of Article XI, and 
section 1 of Article XXVIII (Amendment 20) insofar as 
they are inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
[1967 House Joint Resolution No. 13. Approved 
November 5, 1968.] 

Reviser's note: *(1) Amendment 49 (1967 SJR No. 5) and Amend- 
ment 54 (1967 HJR No. 13) each added a new Article XXIX to the 
Constitution. Amendment 49 is carried herein as Article XXIX while 


Amendment 54 has been herein redesignated as Article XXX. 
**(2) The name of this Article has been supplied by the reviser. 


AMENDMENT 55 


Art. 7 § 2 LIMITATION ON LEVIES. Except as 
hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other pro- 
vision of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies 
upon real and personal property by the state and all 
taxing districts now existing or hereafter created, shall 
not in any year exceed one percentum of the true and 
fair value of such property in money: Provided, however, 
That nothing herein shall prevent levies at the rates now 
provided by law by or for any port or public utility dis- 
trict. The term "taxing district" for the purposes of this 
section shall mean any political subdivision, municipal 
corporation, district, or other governmental agency 
authorized by law to levy, or have levied for it, ad valo- 
rem taxes on property, other than a port or public utility 
district. Such aggregate limitation or any specific limita- 
tion imposed by law in conformity therewith may be ex- 
ceeded only 

(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized 
so to do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the 
electors thereof voting on the proposition to levy such 
additional tax submitted not more than twelve months 
prior to the date on which the proposed levy is to be 
made and not oftener than twice in such twelve month 
period, either at a special election or at the regular elec- 
tion of such taxing district, at which election the number 
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of persons voting on the proposition shall constitute not 
less than forty per centum of the total number of votes 
cast in such taxing district at the last preceding general 
election; : 

(b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law 
to issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for 
the sole purpose of making the required payments of 
principal and interest on general obligation bonds issued 
solely for capital purposes, other than the replacement of 
equipment, when authorized so to do by majority of at 
least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the 
proposition to issue such bonds and to pay the principal 
and interest thereon by an annual tax levy in excess of 
the limitation herein provided during the term of such 
bonds, submitted not oftener than twice in any calendar 
year, at an election held in the manner provided by law 
for bond elections in such taxing district, at which elec- 
tion the total number of persons voting on the proposi- 
tion shall constitute not less than forty per centum of the 
total number of votes cast in such taxing district at the 
last preceding general election: Provided, That any such 
taxing district shall have the right by vote of its govern- 
ing body to refund any general obligation bonds of said 
district issued for capital purposes only, and to provide 
for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by an- 
nual levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for 
herein, And Provided Further, That the provisions of 
this section shall also be subject to the limitations con- 
tained in Article VIII, section 6, of this Constitution; 

(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose 
of paying the principal or interest on general obligation 
bonds outstanding on December 6, 1934; or for the pur- 
pose of preventing the impairment of the obligation of a 
contract when ordered so to do by a court of last resort. 
[1971 Senate Joint Resolution No. 1. Approved 
November 7, 1972.] 

Reviser's note: Art. 7 8 2 was also amended at the November 7, 
1972 general election by Amendment 59. (HJR 47.) 

Prior amendment of Art. 7 § 2, see Amendment 17. 

Art. 7 8 2 was later amended by Amendment 64. 


AMENDMENT 56 


Art. 2 8 24 LOTTERIES AND DIVORCE. The 
legislature shall never grant any divorce. Lotteries shall 
be prohibited except as specifically authorized upon the 
affirmative vote of sixty percent of the members of each 
house of the legislature or, notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Constitution, by referendum or initia- 
tive approved by a sixty percent affirmative vote of the 
electors voting thereon. (1971 Senate Joint Resolution 
No. 5. Approved November 7, 1972.] 


AMENDMENT 57 


Art. 11 $5 COUNTY GOVERNMENT. The leg- 
islature, by general and uniform laws, shall provide for 
the election in the several counties of boards of county 
commissioners, sheriffs, county clerks, treasurers, prose- 
cuting attorneys and other county, township or precinct 
and district officers, as public convenience may require, 
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and shall prescribe their duties, and fix their terms of 
office: Provided, That the legislature may, by general 
laws, classify the counties by population and provide for 
the election in certain classes of counties certain officers 
who shall exercise the powers and perform the duties of 
two or more officers. It shall regulate the compensation 
of all such officers, in proportion to their duties, and for 
that purpose may classify the counties by population: 
Provided, That it may delegate to the legislative author- 
ity of the counties the right to prescribe the salaries of 
its own members and the salaries of other county offi- 
cers. And it shall provide for the strict accountability of 
such officers for all fees which may be collected by them 
and for all public moneys which may be paid to them, or 
officially come into their possession. 


Art. 11 8 8 SALARIES AND LIMITATIONS 
AFFECTING. The salary of any county, city, town, or 
municipal officers shall not be increased except as pro- 
vided in section 1 of Article XXX or diminished after 
his election, or during his term of office; nor shall the 
term of any such officer be extended beyond the period 
for which he is elected or appointed. [1971 Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 38. Approved November 7, 1972.] 


Prior amendment of Art. 11 8 5, see Amendment 12. 


AMENDMENT 58 


Art. 11 8 16 COMBINED CITY-COUNTY. Any 
county may frame a "Home Rule" charter subject to the 
Constitution and laws of this state to provide for the 
formation and government of combined city and county 
municipal corporations, each of which shall be known as 
"city-county". Registered voters equal in number to ten 
(10) percent of the voters of any such county voting at 
the last preceding general election may at any time pro- 
pose by a petition the calling of an election of freehold- 
ers. The provisions of section 4 of this Article with 
respect to a petition calling for an election of freeholders 
to frame a county home rule charter, the election of 
freeholders, and the framing and adoption of a county 
home rule charter pursuant to such petition shall apply 
to a petition proposed under this section for the election 
of freeholders to frame a city-county charter, the elec- 
tion of freeholders, and to the framing and adoption of 
such city-county charter pursuant to such petition. Ex- 
cept as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions 
of section 4 applicable to a county home rule charter 
shall apply to a city-county charter. If there are not 
sufficient legal newspapers published in the county to 
meet the requirements for publication of a proposed 
charter under section 4 of this Article, publication in a 
legal newspaper circulated in the county may be substi- 
tuted for publication in a legal newspaper published in 
the county. No such "city-county" shall be formed ex- 
cept by a majority vote of the qualified electors voting 
thereon in the county. The charter shall designate the 
respective officers of such city-county who shall perform 
the duties imposed by law upon county officers. Every 
such city-county shall have and enjoy all rights, powers 
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and privileges asserted in its charter, and in addition 
thereto, such rights, powers and privileges as may be 
granted to it, or to any city or county or class or classes 
of cities and counties. In the event of a conflict in the 
constitutional provisions applying to cities and those ap- 
plying to counties or of a conflict in the general laws ap- 
plying to cities and those applying to counties, a city— 
county shall be authorized to exercise any powers that 
are granted to either the cities or the counties. 

No legislative enactment which is a prohibition or re- 
striction shall apply to the rights, powers and privileges 
of a city-county unless such prohibition or restriction 
shall apply equally to every other city, county, and city— 
county. 

The provisions of sections 2, 3, 5, 6, and 8 and of the 
first paragraph of section 4 of this Article shall not apply 
to any such city-county. 

Municipal corporations may be retained or otherwise 
provided for within the city-county. The formation, 
powers and duties of such municipal corporations shall 
be prescribed by the charter. 

No city-county shall for any purpose become indebted 
in any manner to an amount exceeding three per centum 
of the taxable property in such city-county without the 
assent of three-fifths of the voters therein voting at an 
election to be held for that purpose, nor in cases requir- 
ing such assent shall the total indebtedness at any time 
exceed ten per centum of the value of the taxable prop- 
erty therein, to be ascertained by the last assessment for 
city-county purposes previous to the incurring of such 
indebtedness: Provided, That no part of the indebtedness 
allowed in this section shall be incurred for any purpose 
other than strictly city-county or other municipal pur- 
poses: Provided further, That any city-county, with such 
assent may be allowed to become indebted to a larger 
amount, but not exceeding five per centum additional for 
supplying such city-county with water, artificial light, 
and sewers, when the works for supplying such water, 
light, and sewers shall be owned and controlled by the 
city-county. 

No municipal corporation which is retained or other- 
wise provided for within the city-county shall for any 
purpose become indebted in any manner to an amount 
exceeding one and one-half per centum of the taxable 
property in such municipal corporation without the as- 
sent of three-fifths of the voters therein voting at an 
election to be held for that purpose, nor shall the total 
indebtedness at any time exceed five per centum of the 
value of the taxable property therein, to be ascertained 
by the last assessment for city-county purposes previous 
to the incurring of such indebtedness: Provided, That no 
part of the indebtedness allowed in this section shall be 
incurred for any purpose other than strictly municipal 
purposes: Provided further, That any such municipal 
corporation, with such assent, may be allowed to become 
indebted to a larger amount, but not exceeding five per 
centum additional for supplying such municipal corpo- 
ration with water, artificial light, and sewers, when the 
works for supplying such water, light, and sewers shall 
be owned and controlled by the municipal corporation. 
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АП taxes which are levied and collected within а munic- 
ipal corporation for a specific purpose shall be expended 
within that municipal corporation. 

The authority conferred on the city-county govern- 
ment shall not be restricted by the second sentence of 
Article 7, section 1, or by Article 8, section 6 of this 
Constitution. [1971 House Joint Resolution No. 21. Ap- 
proved November 7, 1972.] 


Prior amendment of Art. 11 8 16, see Amendment 23. 


AMENDMENT 59 


Art. 782 LIMITATION ON LEVIES. Except as 
hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other pro- 
vision of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies 
upon real and personal property by the state and all 
taxing districts now existing or hereafter created, shall 
not in any year exceed forty mills on the dollar of as- 
sessed valuation, which assessed valuation shall be fifty 
per centum of the true and fair value of such property in 
money: Provided, however, That nothing herein shall 
prevent levies at the rates now provided by law by or for 
any port or public utility district. The term "taxing dis- 
trict" for the purposes of this section shall mean any po- 
litical subdivision, municipal corporation, district, or 
other governmental agency authorized by law to levy, or 
have levied for it, ad valorem taxes on property, other 
than a port or public utility district. Such aggregate 
limitation or any specific limitation imposed by law in 
conformity therewith may be exceeded only 

(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized 
so to do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the 
electors thereof voting on the proposition to levy such 
additional tax submitted not more than twelve months 
prior to the date on which the proposed levy is to be 
made and not oftener than twice in such twelve month 
period, either at a special election or at the regular elec- 
tion of such taxing district, at which election the number 
of persons voting "yes" on the proposition shall consti- 
tute three-fifths of a number equal to forty per centum 
of the total votes cast in such taxing district at the last 
preceding general election when the number of electors 
voting on the proposition does not exceed forty per cen- 
tum of the total votes cast in such taxing district in the 
last preceding general election; or by a majority of at 
least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting оп the 
proposition to levy when the number of electors voting 
on the proposition exceeds forty per centum of the total 
votes cast in such taxing district in the last preceding 
general election; 

(b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law 
to issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for 
the sole purpose of making the required payments of 
principal and interest on general obligation bonds issued 
solely for capital purposes, other than the replacement of 
equipment, when authorized so to do by majority of at 
least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the 
proposition to issue such bonds and to pay the principal 
and interest thereon by an annual tax levy in excess of 
the limitation herein provided during the term of such 
bonds, submitted not oftener than twice in any calendar 
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year, at an election held in the manner provided by law 
for bond elections in such taxing district, at which elec- 
tion the total number of persons voting on the proposi- 
tion shall constitute not less than forty per centum of the 
total number of votes cast in such taxing district at the 
last preceding general election: Provided, That any such 
taxing district shall have the right by vote of its govern- 
ing body to refund any general obligation bonds of said 
district issued for capital purposes only, and to provide 
for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by an- 
nual levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for 
herein, And provided further, That the provisions of this 
section shall also be subject to the limitations contained 
in Article VIII, section 6, of this Constitution; 

(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose 
of paying the principal or interest on general obligation 
bonds outstanding on December 6, 1934; or for the pur- 
pose of preventing the impairment of the obligation of a 
contract when ordered so to do by a court of last resort. 
[1971 House Joint Resolution No. 47. Approved 
November 7, 1972.] 


Reviser's note: Art. 7 § 2 was also amended at the November 7, 
1972 general election by Amendment 55 (SJR 1). 1971 HJR No. 47 
contained the following paragraph: 

"Be It Further Resolved, That the foregoing amendment shall be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the state in such a manner that 
they may vote for or against it separately from the proposed amend- 
ment to Article VII, section 2, (Amendment 17) of the Constitution of 
the State of Washington contained in Senate Joint Resolution No. 1: 
Provided, That if both proposed amendments are approved and rati- 
fied, both shall become part of the Constitution." 


Prior amendment of Art. 7 8 2, see Amendment 17. 
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Art. 8 $1 STATE DEBT. (a) The state may соп- 
tract debt, the principal of which shall be paid and dis- 
charged within thirty years from the time of contracting 
thereof, in the manner set forth herein. 

(b) The aggregate debt contracted by the state shall 
not exceed that amount for which payments of principal 
and interest in any fiscal year would require the state to 
expend more than nine percent of the arithmetic mean 
of its general state revenues for the three immediately 
preceding fiscal years as certified by the treasurer. The 
term "fiscal year" means that period of time commenc- 
ing July 1 of any year and ending on June 30 of the fol- 
lowing year. 

(c) The term "general state revenues" when used in 
this section, shall include all state money received in the 
treasury from each and every source whatsoever except: 
(1) Fees and revenues derived from the ownership or 
operation of any undertaking, facility, or project; (2) 
Moneys received as gifts, grants, donations, aid, or as- 
sistance or otherwise from the United States or any de- 
partment, bureau, or corporation thereof, or any person, 
firm, or corporation, public or private, when the terms 
and conditions of such gift, grant, donation, aid, or as- 
sistance require the application and disbursement of 
such moneys otherwise than for the general purposes of 
the state of Washington; (3) Moneys to be paid into and 
received from retirement system funds, and performance 
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bonds and deposits; (4) Moneys to be paid into and re- 
ceived from trust funds including but not limited to 
moneys received from taxes levied for specific purposes 
and the several permanent and irreducible funds of the 
` state and the moneys derived therefrom but excluding 
bond redemption funds; (5) Proceeds received from the 
sale of bonds or other evidences of indebtedness. 

(d) In computing the amount required for payment of 
principal and interest on outstanding debt under this 
section, debt shall be construed to mean borrowed 
money represented by bonds, notes, or other evidences of 
indebtedness which are secured by the full faith and 
credit of the state or are required to be repaid, directly 
or indirectly, from general state revenues and which are 
incurred by the state, any department, authority, public 
corporation, or quasi public corporation of the state, any 
state university or college, or any other public agency 
created by the state but not by counties, cities, towns, 
school districts, .or other municipal corporations, but 
shall not include obligations for the payment of current 
expenses: of state government, nor shall it include debt 
hereafter incurred pursuant to section 3 of this Article, 
obligations guaranteed as provided for in subsection (f) 
of this section, principal of bond anticipation notes or 
obligations issued to fund or refund the indebtedness of 
the Washington state building authority. 

(e) The state may, without limitation, fund or refund, 
at or prior to maturity, the whole or any part of any ex- 
isting debt or of any debt hereafter contracted pursuant 
to section 1, section 2, or section 3 of this Article, in- 
cluding any premium payable with respect thereto and 
interest thereon, or fund or refund, at or prior to matu- 
rity, the whole or any part of any indebtedness incurred 
or authorized prior to the effective date of this amend- 
ment by any entity of the type described in subsection 
(g) of this section, including any premium payable with 
respect thereto and any interest thereon. Such funding 
or refunding shall not be deemed to be contracting debt 
by the state. 

(f) Notwithstanding the limitation contained in sub- 
section (b) of this section, the state may pledge its full 
faith, credit, and taxing power to guarantee the payment 
of any obligation payable from revenues received from 
any of the following sources: (1) Fees collected by the 
state as license fees for motor vehicles; (2) Excise taxes 
collected by the state on the sale, distribution or use of 
motor vehicle fuel; and (3) Interest on the permanent 
common school fund: Provided, That the legislature 
shall, at all times, provide sufficient revenues from such 
sources to pay the principal and interest due on all obli- 
gations for which said source of revenue is pledged. 

(g) No money shall be paid from funds in custody of 
the treasurer with respect to any debt contracted after 
the effective date of this amendment by the Washington 
state building authority, the capitol committee, or any 
similar entity existing or operating for similar purposes 
pursuant to which such entity undertakes to finance or 
provide a facility for use or occupancy by the state or 
any agency, department, or instrumentality thereof. 
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(h) The legislature shall prescribe all matters relating 
to the contracting, funding or refunding of debt pursuant 
to this section, including: The purposes for which debt 
may be contracted; by a favorable vote of three-fifths of 
the members elected to each house, the amount of debt 
which may be contracted for any class of such purposes; 
the kinds of notes, bonds, or other evidences of debt 
which may be issued by the state; and the manner by 
which the treasurer shall determine and advise the legis- 
lature, any appropriate agency, officer, or instrumental- 
ity of the state as to the available debt capacity within 
the limitation set forth in this section. The legislature 
may delegate to any state officer, agency, or instrumen- 
tality any of its powers relating to the contracting, fund- 
ing or refunding of debt pursuant to this section except 
its power to determine the amount and purposes for 
which debt may be contracted. 

(i) The full faith, credit, and taxing power of the state 
of Washington are pledged to the payment of the debt 
created on behalf of the state pursuant to this section 
and the legislature shall provide by appropriation for the 
payment of the interest upon and installments of princi- 
pal of all such debt as the same falls due, but in any 
event, any court of record may compel such payment. 

(j) Notwithstanding the limitations contained in sub- 
section (b) of this section, the state may issue certificates 
of indebtedness in such sum or sums as may be neces- 
sary to meet temporary deficiencies of the treasury, to 
preserve the best interests of the state in the conduct of 
the various state institutions, departments, bureaus, and 
agencies during each fiscal year; such certificates may be 
issued only to provide for appropriations already made 
by the legislature and such certificates must be retired 
and the debt discharged other than by refunding within 
twelve months after the date of incurrence. 

(k) Bonds, notes, or other obligations issued and sold 
by the state of Washington pursuant to and in confor- 
mity with this Article shall not be invalid for any irreg- 
ularity or defect in the proceedings of the issuance or 
sale thereof and shall be incontestable in the hands of a 
bona fide purchaser or holder thereof. 


Art. 8 8 3 SPECIAL INDEBTEDNESS, HOW 
AUTHORIZED. Except the debt specified in sections 
one and two of this Article, no debts shall hereafter be 
contracted by, or on behalf of this state, unless such debt 
shall be authorized by law for some single work or object 
to be distinctly specified therein. No such law shall take 
effect until it shall, at a general election, or a special 
election called for that purpose, have been submitted to 
the people and have received a majority of all the votes 
cast for and against it at such election. (1971 House 
Joint Resolution No. 52. Approved November 7, 1972.] 


Prior amendment of Art. 8 8 3, see Amendment 48. 


AMENDMENT 61 


The Constitution was amended by adding the follow- 
ing new article and sections 1 and 2 thereof: 
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ARTICLE XXXI 


SEX EQUALITY ——RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES 


Art. 31 $8 1 EQUALITY NOT DENIED BE- 
CAUSE OF SEX. Equality of rights and responsibility 
under the law shall not be denied or abridged on account 
of sex. 


Art. 31 82 ENFORCEMENT POWER OF LEG- 
ISLATURE. The legislature shall have the power to en- 
force, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this 
Article. (1972 House Joint Resolution No. 61. Approved 
November 7, 1972.] 


The name of this Article has been supplied by the reviser. 


AMENDMENT 62 


Art. 3 $ 12 VETO POWER. Every act which shall 
have passed the legislature shall be, before it becomes a 
law, presented to the governor. If he approves, he shall 
sign it; but if not, he shall return it, with his objections, 
to that house in which it shall have originated, which 
house shall enter the objections at large upon the journal 
and proceed to reconsider. If, after such reconsideration, 
two-thirds of the members present shall agree to pass 
the bill it shall be sent, together with the objections, to 
the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsid- 
ered, and if approved by two-thirds of the members 
present, it shall become a law; but in all such cases the 
vote of both houses shall be determined by the yeas and 
nays, and the names of the members voting for or 
against the bill shall be entered upon the journal of each 
house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by 
the governor within five days, Sundays excepted, after it 
shall be presented to him, it shall become a law without 
his signature, unless the general adjournment shall pre- 
vent its return, in which case it shall become a law un- 
less the governor, within twenty days next after the 
adjournment, Sundays excepted, shall file such bill with 
his objections thereto, in the office of secretary of state, 
who shall lay the same before the legislature at its next 
session in like manner as if it had been returned by the 
governor: Provided, That within forty-five days next af- 
ter the adjournment, Sundays excepted, the legislature 
may, upon petition by a two-thirds majority or more of 
the membership of each house, reconvene in extraordi- 
nary session, not to exceed five days duration, solely to 
reconsider any bills vetoed. If any bill presented to the 
governor contain several sections or appropriation items, 
he may object to one or more sections or appropriation 
items while approving other portions of the bill: Pro- 
vided, That he may not object to less than an entire sec- 
tion, except that if the section contain one or more 
appropriation items he may object to any such appropri- 
ation item or items. In case of objection he shall append 
to the bill, at the time of signing it, a statement of the 
section or sections, appropriation item or items to which 
he objects and the reasons therefor; and the section or 
sections, appropriation item or items so objected to shall 
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not take effect unless passed over the governor's objec- 
tion, as hereinbefore provided. The provisions of Article 
II, section 12 insofar as they are inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed. [1974 Senate Joint Resolution No. 
140. Approved November 5, 1974.] 


AMENDMENT 63 


Art. 6 $1 QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS. 
All persons of the age of eighteen years or over who are 
citizens of the United States and who have lived in the 
state, county, and precinct thirty days immediately pre- 
ceding the election at which they offer to vote, except 
those disqualified by Article VI, section 3 of this Consti- 
tution, shall be entitled to vote at all elections. [1974 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 143. Approved November 
5, 1974.] 


Prior amendments of Art. 6 $ 1, see Amendments 2 and 5. 


AMENDMENT 64 


Art. 7 82 LIMITATION ON LEVIES. Except as 
hereinafter provided and notwithstanding any other pro- 
vision of this Constitution, the aggregate of all tax levies 
upon real and personal property by the state and all 
taxing districts now existing or hereafter created, shall 
not in any year exceed one per centum of the true and 
fair value of such property in money: Provided, however, 
That nothing herein shall prevent levies at the rates now 
provided by law by or for any port or public utility dis- 
trict. The term "taxing district" for the purposes of this 
section shall mean any political subdivision, municipal 
corporation, district, or other governmental agency 
authorized by law to levy, or have levied for it, ad valo- 
rem taxes on property, other than a port or public utility 
district. Such aggregate limitation or any specific limita- 
tion imposed by law in conformity therewith may be ex- 
ceeded only 

(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized 
so to do by a majority of at least three-fifths of the 
electors thereof voting on the proposition to levy such 
additional tax submitted not more than twelve months 
prior to the date on which the proposed levy is to be 
made and not oftener than twice in such twelve month 
period, either at a special election or at the regular elec- 
tion of such taxing district, at which election the number 
of persons voting "yes" on the proposition shall consti- 
tute three-fifths of a number equal to forty per centum 
of the total votes cast in such taxing district at the last 
preceding general election when the number of electors 
voting on the proposition does not exceed forty per cen- 
tum of the total votes cast in such taxing district in the 
last preceding general election; or by a majority of at 
least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the 
proposition to levy when the number of electors voting 
on the proposition exceeds forty percentum of the total 
votes cast in such taxing district in the last preceding 
general election: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of this Constitution, any proposition pur- 
suant to this subsection to levy additional tax for the 
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support of the common schools may provide such sup- 
port for a two year period; 

(b) By any taxing district otherwise authorized by law 
to issue general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for 
the sole purpose of making the required payments of 
principal and interest on general obligation bonds issued 
solely for capital purposes, other than the replacement of 
equipment, when authorized so to do by majority of at 
least three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the 
proposition to issue such bonds and to pay the principal 
and interest thereon by an annual tax levy in excess of 
the limitation herein provided during the term of such 
bonds, submitted not oftener than twice in any calendar 
year, at an election held in the manner provided by law 
for bond elections in such taxing district, at which elec- 
tion the total number of persons voting on the proposi- 
tion shall constitute not less than forty per centum of the 
total number of votes cast in such taxing district at the 
last preceding general election: Provided, That any such 
taxing district shall have the right by vote of its govern- 
ing body to refund any general obligation bonds of said 
district issued for capital purposes only, and to provide 
for the interest thereon and amortization thereof by an- 
nual levies in excess of the tax limitation provided for 
herein, And provided further, That the provisions of this 
section shall also be subject to the limitations contained 
in Article VIII, Section 6, of this Constitution; 

(c) By the state or any taxing district for the purpose 
of paying the principal or interest on general obligation 
bonds outstanding on December 6, 1934; or for the pur- 
pose of preventing the impairment of the obligation of a 
contract when ordered so to do by a court of last resort. 
[1975—'76 2nd ex.s. Senate Joint Resolution No. 137. 
Approved November 2, 1976.] 


Prior amendments of Art. 7 § 2, see Amendments 17, 55, and 59. 


AMENDMENT 65 


Art. 4 § 6 JURISDICTION OF SUPERIOR 
COURTS. The superior court shall have original juris- 
diction in all cases in equity and in all cases at law 
which involve the title or possession of real property, or 
the legality of any tax, impost, assessment, toll, or mu- 
nicipal fine, and in all other cases in which the demand 
or the value of the property in controversy amounts to 
three thousand dollars or as otherwise determined by 
law, or a lesser sum in excess of the jurisdiction granted 
to justices of the peace and other inferior courts, and in 
all criminal cases amounting to felony, and in all cases 
of misdemeanor not otherwise provided for by law; of 
actions of forcible entry and detainer; of proceedings in 
insolvency; of actions to prevent or abate a nuisance; of 
all matters of probate, of divorce, and for annulment of 
marriage; and for such special cases and proceedings as 
are not otherwise provided for. The superior court shall 
also have original jurisdiction in all cases and of all pro- 
ceedings in which jurisdiction shall not have been by law 
vested exclusively in some other court; and said court 
shall have the power of naturalization and to issue pa- 
pers therefor. They shall have such appellate jurisdiction 
in cases arising in justices’ and other inferior courts in 
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their respective counties as may be prescribed by law. 
They shall always be open, except on nonjudicial days, 
and their process shall extend to all parts of the state. 
Said courts and their judges shall have power to issue 
writs of mandamus, quo warranto, review, certiorari, 
prohibition, and writs of habeas corpus, on petition by or 
on behalf of any person in actual custody in their re- 
spective counties. Injunctions and writs of prohibition 
and of habeas corpus may be issued and served on legal 
holidays and nonjudicial days. [1977 Senate Joint Reso- 
lution No. 113. Approved November 8, 1977.] 


Art. 4 $ 10 JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. The leg- 
islature shall determine the number of justices of the 
peace to be elected and shall prescribe by law the pow- 
ers, duties and jurisdiction of justices of the peace: Pro- 
vided, That such jurisdiction granted by the legislature 
shall not trench upon the jurisdiction of superior or other 
courts of record, except that justices of the peace may be 
made police justices of incorporated cities and towns. 
Justices of the peace shall have original jurisdiction in 
cases where the demand or value of the property in con- 
troversy is less than three hundred dollars or such 
greater sum, not to exceed three thousand dollars or as 
otherwise determined by law, as shall be prescribed by 
the legislature. In incorporated cities or towns having 
more than five thousand inhabitants, the justices of the 
peace shall receive such salary as may be provided by 
law, and shall receive no fees for their own use. [1977 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 113. Approved November 
8, 1977.] 


Prior amendment or Art. 6 § 6 and § 10, see Amendment 28. 


AMENDMENT 66 


Art. 12 $ 18 RATES FOR TRANSPORTATION. 
The legislature may pass laws establishing reasonable 
rates of charges for the transportation of passengers and 
freight, and to correct abuses and prevent discrimination 
and extortion in the rates of freight and passenger tariffs 
on the different railroads and other common carriers in 
the state, and shall enforce such laws by adequate pen- 
alties. A railroad and transportation commission may be 
established and its powers and duties fully defined by 
law. [1977 House Joint Resolution No. 55. Approved 
November 8, 1977.] 


AMENDMENT 67 
Art. 12 8 14 PROHIBITION AGAINST COMBI- 
NATIONS BY CARRIERS. [Repealed by 1977 House 
Joint Resolution No. 57. Approved November 8, 1977.] 


AMENDMENT 68 


Art. 2 § 12 SESSIONS, WHEN DURATION. 
(1) Regular Sessions. A regular session of the legislature 
shall be convened each year. Regular sessions shall con- 
vene on such day and at such time as the legislature 
shall determine by statute. During each odd- numbered 
year, the regular session shall not be more than one 
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hundred five consecutive days. During each even-num- 
bered year, the regular session shall not be more than 
sixty consecutive days. 

(2) Special Legislative Sessions. Special legislative 
sessions may be convened for a period of not more than 
thirty consecutive days by proclamation of the governor 
pursuant to Article III, section 7 of this Constitution. 
Special legislative sessions may also be convened for a 
period of not more than thirty consecutive days by reso- 
lution of the legislature upon the affirmative vote in each 
house of two-thirds of the members elected or appointed 
thereto, which vote may be taken and resolution exe- 
cuted either while the legislature is in session or during 
any interim between sessions in accordance with such 
procedures as the legislature may provide by law or res- 
olution. The resolution convening the legislature shall 
specify a purpose or purposes for the convening of a 
special session, and any special session convened by the 
resolution shall consider only measures germane to the 
purpose or purposes expressed in the resolution, unless 
by resolution adopted during the session upon the affir- 
mative vote in each house of two-thirds of the members 
elected or appointed thereto, an additional purpose or 
purposes are expressed. The specification of purpose by 
the governor pursuant to Article III, section 7 of this 
Constitution shall be considered by the legislature but 
shall not be mandatory. 

(3) Committees of the Legislature. Standing and spe- 
cial committees of the legislature shall meet and conduct 
official business pursuant to such rules as the legislature 
may adopt. [1979 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution 
No. 110. Approved November 6, 1979.] 


AMENDMENT 69 


Art. 2 $ 13 LIMITATION ON MEMBERS 
HOLDING OFFICE IN THE STATE. No member of 
the legislature, during the term for which he is elected, 
shall be appointed or elected to any civil office in the 
state, which shall have been created during the term for 
which he was elected. Any member of the legislature 
who is appointed or elected to any civil office in the 
state, the emoluments of which have been increased 
during his legislative term of office, shall be compensated 
for the initial term of the civil office at the level desig- 
nated prior to the increase in emoluments. [1979 Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 112. Approved November 6, 1979.) 


AMENDMENT 70 


Article 8 was amended by adding the following 
section: 

Art. 8 $ 10 RESIDENTIAL ENERGY CONSER- 
VATION. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7 
of this Article, until January 1, 1990 any county, city, 
town, quasi municipal corporation, municipal corpora- 
tion, or political subdivision of the state which is en- 
gaged in the sale or distribution of energy may, as 
authorized by the legislature, use public moneys or 
credit derived from operating revenues from the sale of 
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energy to assist the owners of residential structures in fi- 
nancing the acquisition and installation of materials and 
equipment for the conservation or more efficient use of 
energy in such structures. Except as provided in section 
7 of this Article, an appropriate charge back shall be 
made for such extension of public moneys or credit and 
the same shall be a lien against the residential structure 
benefited. Except as to contracts entered into prior 
thereto, this amendment to the state Constitution shall 
be null and void as of January 1, 1990 and shall have no 
further force or effect after that date. [1979 Substitute 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 120. Approved November 
6, 1979.] 


AMENDMENT 71 


Article 4 was amended by adding the following 
section: 

Art. 4 8 31 JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS 
COMISSION——REMOVAL, CENSURE, SUSPEN- 
SION, OR RETIREMMENT OF JUDGES OR JUS- 
TICES. There shall be a judicial qualifications 
commission consisting of a judge selected by and from 
the court of appeals judges, a judge selected by and from 
the superior court judges, a judge selected by and from 
the district court judges, two persons admitted to the 
practice of law in this state selected by the state bar as- 
sociation, and two persons who are not attorneys ap- 
pointed by the governor and confirmed by the senate. 

The supreme court may censure, suspend, or remove a 
judge or justice for violating a rule of judicial conduct 
and may retire a judge or justice for disability which is 
permanent or is likely to become permanent and which 
seriously interferes with the performance of judicial du- 
ties. The office of a judge or justice retired or removed 
by the supreme court becomes vacant, and that person is 
ineligible for judicial office until eligibility is reinstated 
by the supreme court. The salary of a removed judge or 
justice shall cease. 

The supreme court shall specify the effect upon salary 
when disciplinary action other than removal is taken. 
The supreme court may not discipline or retire a judge 
or justice until the judicial qualifications commission 
recommends after notice and hearing that action be 
taken and the supreme court conducts a hearing, after 
notice, to review commission proceedings and findings 
against a judge or justice. 

The legislature shall provide for commissioners' terms 
of office and compensation. The commission shall estab- 
lish rules of procedure for commission proceedings in- 
cluding due process and confidentiality of proceedings. 
[1980 Substitute House Joint Resolution No. 37. Ap- 
proved November 4, 1980.] 


AMENDMENT 72 
Art. 2 $ 1 LEGISLATIVE POWERS, WHERE 
VESTED. The legislative authority of the state of 
Washington shall be vested in the legislature, consisting 
of a senate and house of representatives, which shall be 
called the legislature of the state of Washington, but the 
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people reserve to themselves the power to propose bills, 
laws, and to enact or reject the same at the polls, inde- 
pendent of the legislature, and also reserve power, at 
their own option, to approve or reject at the polls any 
act, item, section, or part of any bill, act, or law passed 
by the legislature. 

(a) Initiative: The first power reserved by the people is 
the initiative. Every such petition shall include the full 
text of the measure so proposed. In the case of initiatives 
to the legislature and initiatives to the people, the num- 
ber of valid signatures of legal voters required shall be 
equal to eight percent of the votes cast for the office of 
governor at the last gubernatorial election preceding the 
initial filing of the text of the initiative measure with the 
secretary of state. 

Initiative petitions shall be filed with the secretary of 
state not less than four months before the election at 
which they are to be voted upon, or not less than ten 
days before any regular session of the legislature. If filed 
at least four months before the election at which they 
are to be voted upon, he shall submit the same to the 
vote of the people at the said election. If such petitions 
are filed not less than ten days before any regular session 
of the legislature, he shall certify the results within forty 
days of the filing. If certification is not complete by the 
date that the legislature convenes, he shall provisionally 
certify the measure pending final certification of the 
measure. Such initiative measures, whether certified or 
provisionally certified, shall take precedence over all 
other measures in the legislature except appropriation 
bills and shall be either enacted or rejected without 
change or amendment by the legislature before the end 
of such regular session. If any such initiative measures 
shall be enacted by the legislature it shall be subject to 
the referendum petition, or it may be enacted and re- 
ferred by the legislature to the people for approval or 
rejection at the next regular election. If it is rejected or 
if no action is taken upon it by the legislature before the 
end of such regular session, the secretary of state shall 
submit it to the people for approval or rejection at the 
next ensuing regular general election. The legislature 
may reject any measure so proposed by initiative petition 
and propose a different one dealing with the same sub- 
ject, and in such event both measures shall be submitted 
by the secretary of state to the people for approval or 
rejection at the next ensuing regular general election. 
When conflicting measures are submitted to the people 
the ballots shall be so printed that a voter can express 
separately by making one cross (X) for each, two pref- 
erences, first, as between either measure and neither, 
and secondly, as between one and the other. If the ma- 
jority of those voting on the first issue is for neither, both 
fail, but in that case the votes on the second issue shall 
nevertheless be carefully counted and made public. If a 
majority voting on the first issue is for either, then the 
measure receiving a majority of the votes on the second 
issue shall be law. 

(b) Referendum. The second power reserved by the 
people is the referendum, and it may be ordered on any 
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act, bill, law, or any part thereof passed by the legisla- 
ture, except such laws as may be necessary for the im- 
mediate preservation of the public peace, health or 
safety, support of the state government and its existing 
public institutions, either by petition signed by the re- 
quired percentage of the legal voters, or by the legisla- 
ture as other bills are enacted: Provided, That the 
legislature may not order a referendum on any initiative 
measure enacted by the legislature under the foregoing 
subsection (a). The number of valid signatures of regis- 
tered voters required on a petition for referendum of an 
act of the legislature or any part thereof, shall be equal 
to or exceeding four percent of the votes cast for the 
office of governor at the last gubernatorial election pre- 
ceding the filing of the text of the referendum measure 
with the secretary of state. 

(c) No act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall 
take effect until ninety days after the ad journment of the 
session at which it was enacted. No act, law, or bill ap- 
proved by a majority of the electors voting thereon shall 
be amended or repealed by the legislature within a pe- 
riod of two years following such enactment: Provided, 
That any such act, law, or bill may be amended within 
two years after such enactment at any regular or special 
session of the legislature by a vote of two-thirds of all 
the members elected to each house with full compliance 
with section 12, Article III, of the Washington Consti- 
tution, and no amendatory law adopted in accordance 
with this provision shall be subject to referendum. But 
such enactment may be amended or repealed at any 
general regular or special election by direct vote of the 
people thereon. 

(d) The filing of a referendum petition against one or 
more items, sections, or parts of any act, law, or bill 
shall not delay the remainder of the measure from be- 
coming operative. Referendum petitions against mea- 
sures passed by the legislature shall be filed with the 
secretary of state not later than ninety days after the 
final adjournment of the session of the legislature which 
passed the measure on which the referendum is de- 
manded. The veto power of the governor shall not extend 
to measures initiated by or referred to the people. АП 
elections on measures referred to the people of the state 
shall be had at the next succeeding regular general elec- 
tion following the filing of the measure with the secre- 
tary of state, except when the legislature shall order a 
special election. Any measure initiated by the people or 
referred to the people as herein provided shall take effect 
and become the law if it is approved by a majority of the 
votes cast thereon: Provided, That the vote cast upon 
such question or measure shall equal one-third of the 
total votes cast at such election and not otherwise. Such 
measure shall be in operation on and after the thirtieth 
day after the election at which it is approved. The style 
of all bills proposed by initiative petition shall be: "Be it 
enacted by the people of the State of Washington." This 
section shall not be construed to deprive any member of 
the legislature of the right to introduce any measure. АП 
such petitions shall be filed with the secretary of state, 
who shall be guided by the general laws in submitting 
the same to the people until additional legislation shall 
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especially provide therefor. This section is self—execut- 
ing, but legislation may be enacted especially to facili- 
tate its operation. 

(e) The legislature shall provide methods of publicity 
of all laws or parts of laws, and amendments to the 
Constitution referred to the people with arguments for 
and against the laws and amendments so referred. The 
secretary of state shall send one copy of the publication 
to each individual place of residence in the state and 
shall make such additional distribution as he shall deter- 
mine necessary to reasonably assure that each voter will 
have an opportunity to study the measures prior to elec- 
tion. [1981 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 133. 
Approved November 3, 1981.] 


Prior amendment of Art. 2 § 1, see Amendment 7. 
Addition of subsection (e) to Art. 2 § 1, see Amendment 36. 


Art. 2 8 l(a). INITIATIVE AND REFEREN- 
DUM, SIGNATURES REQUIRED. [Stricken by 1981 
Substitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 133. Approved 
November 3, 1981.] 

Adoption of Art. 2 $ 1(a), see Amendment 30. 


AMENDMENT 73 


The Constitution was amended by adding the follow- 
ing new article and section 1 thereof: 


ARTICLE XXXII 
SPECIAL REVENUE FINANCING 


Art. 32 $ 1 SPECIAL REVENUE FINANCING. 
The legislature may enact laws authorizing the state, 
counties, cities, towns, port districts, or public corpora- 
tions established thereby to issue nonrecourse revenue 
bonds or other nonrecourse revenue obligations and to 
apply the proceeds thereof in the manner and for the 
purposes heretofore or hereafter authorized by law, sub- 
ject to the following limitations: 

(a) Nonrecourse revenue bonds and other nonrecourse 
revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section shall 
be payable only from money or other property received 
as a result of projects financed by the nonrecourse reve- 
nue bonds or other nonrecourse revenue obligations and 
from money and other property received from private 
sources. 

(b) Nonrecourse revenue bonds and other nonrecourse 
revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section shall 
not be payable from or secured by any tax funds or gov- 
ernmental revenue or by all or part of the faith and 
credit of the state or any unit of local government. 

(c) Nonrecourse revenue bonds or other nonrecourse 
revenue obligations issued pursuant to this section may 
be issued only if the issuer certifies that it reasonably 
believes that the interest paid on the bonds or obligations 
will be exempt from income taxation by the federal 
government. 

(d) Nonrecourse revenue bonds or other nonrecourse 
revenue obligations may only be used to finance indus- 
trial development projects as defined in legislation. 
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(e) The state, counties, cities, towns, port districts, or 
public corporations established thereby, shall never ex- 
ercise their respective attributes of sovereignty, including 
but not limited to, the power to tax, the power of emi- 
nent domain, and the police power on behalf of any in- 
dustrial development project authorized pursuant to this 
section. 

After the initial adoption of a law by the legislature 
authorizing the issuance of nonrecourse revenue bonds 
or other nonrecourse revenue obligations, no amendment 
to such act which expands the definition of industrial 
development project shall be valid unless the amendment 
is enacted by a favorable vote of three-fifths of the 
members elected to each house of the legislature and is 
subject to referendum petition. 

Sections 5 and 7 of Article VIII and section 9 of Ar- 
ticle XII shall not be construed as a limitation upon the 
authority granted by this section. The proceeds of reve- 
nue bonds and other revenue obligations issued pursuant 
to this section for the purpose of financing privately 
owned property or loans to private persons or corpora- 
tions shall be subject to audit by the state but shall not 
otherwise be deemed to be public money or public prop- 
erty for purposes of this Constitution. This section is 
supplemental to and shall not be construed as a repeal of 
or limitation on any other authority lawfully exercisable 
under the Constitution and laws of this state, including, 
among others, any existing authority to issue revenue 
bonds. [1981 Substitute House Joint Resolution No. 7. 
Approved November 3, 1981.] 


The name of this Article has been supplied by the reviser. 


AMENDMENT 74 


Article 2 was amended by adding the following 
section: 

Art. 2 8 43 REDISTRICTING. (1) In January of 
each year ending in one, a commission shall be estab- 
lished to provide for the redistricting of state legislative 
and congressional districts. 

(2) The commission shall be composed of five mem- 
bers to be selected as follows: The legislative leader of 
the two largest political parties in each house of the leg- 
islature shall appoint one voting member to the commis- 
sion by January l5th of each year ending іп one. Ву 
January 3lst of each year ending in one, the four ap- 
pointed members, by an affirmative vote of at least 
three, shall appoint the remaining member. The fifth 
member of the commission, who shall be nonvoting, shall 
act as its chairperson. If any appointing authority fails 
to make the required appointment by the date estab- 
lished by this subsection, within five days after that date 
the supreme court shall make the required appointment. 

(3) No elected official and no person elected to legis- 
lative district, county, or state political party office may 
serve on the commission. A commission member shall 
not have been an elected official and shall not have been 
an elected legislative district, county, or state political 
party officer within two years of his or her appointment 
to the commission. The provisions of this subsection do 
not apply to the office of precinct committee person. 
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(4) The legislature shall enact laws providing for the 
implementation of this section, to include additional 
qualifications for commissioners and additional stand- 
ards to govern the commission. The legislature shall ap- 
propriate funds to enable the commission to carry out its 
duties. 

(5) Each district shall contain a population, excluding 
nonresident military personnel, as nearly equal as prac- 
ticable to the population of any other district. To the 
extent reasonable, each district shall contain contiguous 
territory, shall be compact and convenient, and shall be 
separated from adjoining districts by natural geographic 
barriers, artificial barriers, or political subdivision 
boundaries. The commission's plan shall not provide for 
a number of legislative districts different than that es- 
tablished by the legislature. The commission's plan shall 
not be drawn purposely to favor or discriminate against 
any political party or group. 

(6) The commission shall complete redistricting as 
soon as possible following the federal decennial census, 
but no later than January Ist of each year ending in two. 
At least three of the voting members shall approve such 
a redistricting plan. If three of the voting members of 
the commission fail to approve a plan within the time 
limitations provided in this subsection, the supreme court 
shall adopt a plan by April 30th of the year ending in 
two in conformance with the standards set forth in sub- 
section (5) of this section. 

(7) The legislature may amend the redistricting plan 
but must do so by a two-thirds vote of the legislators 
elected or appointed to each house of the legislature. 
Any amendment must have passed both houses by the 
end of the thirtieth day of the first session convened af- 
ter the commission has submitted its plan to the legisla- 
ture. After that day, the plan, with any legislative 
amendments, constitutes the state districting law. 


(C) Index to State Constitution 


Art. Sec. 
Absconding debtors 
Imprisonment .............................. 1 17 
Absence 
Of citizen not affecting residence, for purpose of 
voting and eligibility to office .............. 6 4 
Of judicial officer ........................... 4 8 
Acceptance 
Of certain federal or foreign offices vacates seat in 
legislature: (аз 22 cule LRL IERI 2 14 
Accused 
Rights in criminal prosecutions ................ 1 22 
Rights of, on removal from office by legislature .. 4 9 
Actions 
Against the state ........................... 2 26 
Ву and against corporations .................. 12 5 
Not affected by change in government .......... 27 1 
Transfer from territorial to state courts ......... 27 5,8,10 
Acts 
Effective date (Stricken by Amendment 7) ...... 2 31 
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(8) The legislature shall enact laws providing for the 
reconvening of a commission for the purpose of modify- 
ing a districting law adopted under this section. Such 
reconvening requires a two-thirds vote of the legislators 
elected or appointed to each house of the legislature. 
The commission shall conform to the standards pre- 
scribed under subsection (5) of this section and any 
other standards or procedures that the legislature may 
provide by law. At least three of the voting members 
shall approve such a modification. Any modification 
adopted by the commission may be amended by a two- 
thirds vote of the legislators elected and appointed to 
each house of the legislature. The state districting law 
shall include the modifications with amendments, if any. 

(9) The legislature shall prescribe by law the terms of 
commission members and the method of filling vacancies 
on the commission. 

(10) The supreme court has original jurisdiction to 
hear and decide all cases involving congressional and 
legislative redistricting. 

(11) Legislative and congressional districts may not be 
changed or established except pursuant to this section. A 
districting plan and any legislative amendments to the 
plan are not subject to Article III, section 12 of this 
Constitution. (1983 Substitute Senate Joint Resolution 
No. 103. Approved November 8, 1983.] 


Art. 283 THE CENSUS. [Repealed by 1983 Sub- 
stitute Senate Joint Resolution No. 103. Approved 
November 8, 1983.] 


Art. 27 8 13 REPRESENTATION IN CON- 
GRESS. [Repealed by 1983 Substitute Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 103. Approved November 8, 1983.] 


Acts—cont. 

Effective date: доллара OE 2 
Enactingclause ............ ააა S MERE 2 

Not to be amended unless set forth in full ....... 2 37 
Presentation to governor necessary ............. 3 
When effective without approval .............. 3 
Veto, passage Over .......................... 3 

(See Bill; Laws; Statutes; Veto) 


Adjournment of legislature 


For want of quorum “"”»""'"“' + 2 8 
Governmental continuity during emergency peri- 
_-<__333<_-____-' 2 42 
Restrictions: 152: ek ჰძსძჰჰჩნმ6ჩნჩ""')!" 2 11 
Adoption of children | 
By special act forbidden ..................... 2 28(16) 
Ad valorem tax 
Authority to levy on mines and reforested lands .. 7 1 
Advances of money or fees 
Prohibited to secure rights of accused .......... 1 22 
Advice and consent of senate 
Required for appointment of officers of state insti- 
თას ==” =”ძ9“”““”!?--–.-------..”“” 13 1 
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Art. Sec. No. 29toart 2sec 33 
Affirmation No. 30toart 2 sec 1(a) (added) 
Mode оѓ administering ...................... 1 6 is 5 to art 3 sec б 
. »32 to art sec 
Age 9 
No. 33toart 24 sec 1 
ა ----___-_-_-__ 6 1 No. 34 toart lsec 11 
Agricultural lands No. 35toart 2sec 25 
Taxation based on actual use ................. 7 11 No. 36toart 2 sec I (C) (added) 
Agriculture №. 3710 агі 23 ѕес 1 
Bureau of, established ....................... 2 34 No. 38toart 4 sec 2(a) (added) 
Alienation of franchise No. 39toart 2 ѕес 42 (added) 
Corporate liabilities not relieved by ............ 12 8 სა P to art თ sec "o (added) 
Aliens 0. to art sec adde 
Corporation alien (Repealed by Amendment 42) . 2 33 საგ e to art 2 sec ч (repealed) 
Naturalization of, by superior court ......... 4 6 No ai toart 6 sec : 
Ownership of lands prohibited, exceptions (Re- NS 45 is x 8 Bis 8 (added) 
pealed by Amendment 42) ................ 2 33 No. 46 to art თაი 1A (added) 
Amendment to balls | No. 47toart  7sec 10 (added) 
Act or section amended to be set forth in full .... 2 37 No. 48 to art 8 sec 3 
Either house may amend bills of the other ...... 2 20 No. 49toart 29sec 1 (added) 
Initiative measure, prohibition against amendment No. SOtoart 4sec 30 (added) 
(| PEDES [UP Uode НН, АВА ВЫ 2 41 No. Sltoart 8 sec 9 (added) 
Scope and object not to be changed ............ 2 38 No. S2toart 2sec 15 
Amendment to municipal charter 11 sec 6 
By special act forbidden ..................... 2 28(8) No. S3toart 7sec 11 (added) 
How proposed, submitted and adopted .......... 11 10 No. $4toart 2sec 25 (part repeal) 
Amendment to Constitution 3sec 25 (part repeal) 
By convention .............................. 23 2 4sec 13 (part repeal) 
Proposal for, may originate in either house ...... 23 1 11 sec 8 (part repeal) 
Publication of notice of election ............... 23 1 28 sec І (part repeal) 
Ratification by electors ...................... 23 1 30 ѕес 1 (added) 
Revised Constitution, adoption by people ....... 23 3 No. SStoart | 7sec 2 
Separate amendments to be separately voted оп .. 23 1 No. S6toart 2sec 24 
Vote proposing amendment or revision, two-thirds No. 57 {о агі 11 sec 5 
of each house necessary ................... 23 1,2 11 sec 8 
Amendments to Constitution: Ratified No. 58 10 агі 11 ѕес 16 
No. S9toart 7 sec 2 
(1) In order of amendments: No. 60 to art 8 sec 1 
8 sec 3 
е ME NC №. 6ltoart 3lsec 1 (added) 
` 31 sec 2 (added) 
No. 6 
ко No. 6210art  3sec 12 
No. 4to art 1 ѕес 11 Мо. 63toart 6 ѕес 1 
No. 5 юагі 6 ѕес 1 No. 64 to art 7 sec 2 
6 sec 2 (deleted) No. 65 to art А Жу з 
No. бюам  3sec 10 se 
No. 7to и, 2 жа 1 No. 66toart 12 ѕес 18 
2sec 31 (deleted) e x to art 2. sec 14 (repealed) 
No. 8toart I%C 33 (added) Ne. E i a 2 sec I 
1 ѕес 34 (added о; о;аг sec 
No. 9108 1зес 16 ( ) No. 70 to art 8sec 10 (added) 
No. 10toart  lsec 22 სასა о 2 E: Hus 2 (added) 
No. lltoart  8sec 4 0: oar sec 
No. 12toart 11 sec 5 2 sec 1 (a) (stricken) 
No. 13to art 2sec 15 №. 73toart 32sec 1 (added) 
No. 14 to art 7 sec 1 No. 74toart ; sec i Жош 
7 sec 2,3,4 (deleted) sec adde 
No. 1510ам 15 ѕес 1 27sec 13 (repealed) 


No. lótoart 12sec П (2) In order of articles and sections affected: 


No. 17 to art 7 sec 2 
No 18 юам 2sec 40 (added) Art 1 sec 11—Amendment No. 4 
No. 19 to art 7 sec 3 (new) sec 11—Amendment | No. 34 
No. 20 to art 2sec 23 (part repeal) sec 16 — Amendment No. 9 
3sec 14, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22 (part repeal) sec 22— Amendment No. 10 
28 sec 1 (added) sec 33—(added) No. 8 
No. 21 іо агі 11sec 4 sec 34— (added) No. 8 
No. 22toart 11 ѕес 7 (repealed) Art 2 sec I—Amendment No. 7 
No. 23toart 11$ес 16 (added) sec l(e)—(added) No. 36 
No. 24to art 2sec 33 sec ]—Amendment No. 72 
No. 25 to art 4 sec 3(a) (added) sec 1(a)—(added) No. 30 
No. 26 to art 2 sec 1(с) (superseded) sec 1(a)—(stricken) Мо. 72 
sec 41 (added) sec l(c)—(supersed. No. 26 
No. 27 to art 8 sec 6 sec 3—(repealed) No. 74 
No. 28 to art 4 sec 6 sec 12— Amendment No. 68 
4sec 10 sec 13— Amendment No. 69 
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sec S—Amendment Мо. 44 
Art 23 sec 1—Amendment Мо. 37 
Art 24 sec l—Amendment No. 33 
Ам 27 sec 13—(repealed) No. 74 


Art 28 sec 1—(added) No. 20 

sec 1—(part rep.) No. 54 
Art 29 sec 1—(added) No. 49 
Art 30 sec 1—(added) No. 54 
Art 31 sec 1—(added) No. 61 

sec 2—(added) No. 61 
Art 32 sec 1—(added) No. 73 


(3) Amendments amended or repealed: 


Amendment 1 amended by Amendment 44 
Amendment 2 amended by Amendment 5 


Amendment 7 amended by Amendments 26, 30, 36, and 72 


Amendment 13 amended by Amendments 32 and 52 


Amendment 17 amended by Amendments 55, 59, and 64 


Amendment 20 part rep. by Amendment 54 
Amendment 23 amended by Amendment 58 
Amendment 24 repealed by Amendment 42 
Amendment 28 amended by Amendment 65 
Amendment 29 repealed by Amendment 42 
Amendment 30 stricken by Amendment 72 

Amendment 31 part rep. by Amendment 54 
Amendment 32 amended by Amendment 52 
Amendment 35 part rep. by Amendment 54 
Amendment 48 amended by Amendment 60 


Amount in controversy 
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court ......... 
Original jurisdiction of superior court .......... 


Annual sessions of legislature .................... 


Annulment of marriage 
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court ......... 
Original jurisdiction of superior court .......... 
(See Divorce) 

Appeal 
Right of accused in criminal cases ............. 
(See Appellate jurisdiction) 


Appearance 
Appearance of accused in criminal cases ........ 


Appellate jurisdiction 
Of court of appeals ......................... 
Of superior court ........................... 
From territorial probate courts .............. 
Of supreme court ........ eee eee 


Appointment 
Of clerk of supreme court .................... 
Of regents of state institutions ................ 
Of reporter of supreme court ................. 
To fill vacancy in county offices ............... 
To fill vacancy in state offices, by governor ...... 
Governmental continuity during emergency pe- 
TODS О аА EE 
To office under United States vacates seat in leg- 
ს“ аси ана hen Ne 


Apportionment 
Of legislators .............................. 
Of representatives among counties of state ...... 
Of school fund ............................. 
Of school fund, by special act, prohibited ....... 
Of senators among counties of state ............ 

Appropriation of private property 
For public or private use ..................... 
For right-of-way of corporations .............. 
(See Eminent domain) 

Appropriations 
რიის ი ასსზს''' 
Common school fund, to ..................... 
Expenses of constitutional convention .......... 
Нетуєід საარ“ ““ო''"'”''")!) 
Money from state treasury shall be paid out by 
Religious worship, prohibition against appropria- 
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Reverts unless paid out within two years ........ 
Sum and object to be specified ................ 
Time for payment, limitation of ............... 
When act providing for, to take effect (Stricken 
by Amendment 7) 
Area reserved 
Between harbor lines and line of high tide ....... 
Lease of, by state for wharves 
Sale of, restrictions on ....................... 
Streets over, authorized ...................... 
(See Harbors; Navigable waters; Wharves) 


Arms 
Private armed bodies not authorized 
Right of people to bear arms guaranteed ........ 
Safekeeping of public arms to be provided 
Scruples against bearing arms, excuses from mili- 
tia duty intime of peace .................. 


Army 
Standing, not to be kept in time of peace 
(See Militia) 

Arrest 
Legislators, when privileged from .............. 
Militia, when privileged from ................. 
Voters privileged from at elections, except 


Artificial light 
City or town may contract debt for, limitations 


Assemblages of people 
Right of peaceable assembly not to be abridged .. 
Assessment 
Imposition by special act prohibited ............ 
Jurisdiction of superior court, original .......... 
Jurisdiction of supreme court, appellate ......... 
Property of corporations, how assessed (Stricken 
by Amendment 14) 
Retired persons, property tax exemption 
Special, for local improvements, authorized ...... 
Taxation based on special use ................. 
Uniform and equal rate of, to be established 
(Stricken by Amendment 14) .............. 
(See Taxation) 


Assignment 
Of superior judges and judicial business by su- 
preme court 
Of superior judges by governor ................ 

Association 
Combination in restraint of trade prohibited ..... 
Included in term "corporation" ................ 
Issuance of money by, prohibited .............. 
Organization authorized, for construction of tele- 
graph and telephone lines ................. 


Assumption 
Of territorial debts by state 


Attack(See Invasion and attack) 


Attainder 
Bills of, prohibited .......................... 


Attestation 
Of commissions, by secretary of state 


Attorney general 
ს““”'"“”"""""'"'"""'" 
Election of 
Impeachment, liability to 
Records of office, to be kept at seat of government 
Removal from office by legislature ............. 
Rights of accused ........................... 
Salary (See Salaries) 
Succession to governorship 
Term of office პნროს"""'''''"''""'" 


Attorneys at law 
Accused in criminal cases entitled to appear by 
counsel 
Prosecuting attorney, duty of legislature to pro- 
vide for election of ....................... 
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Art. Sec. 
8 4 
8 4 
8 4 
2 31 
15 1 
15 2 
15 1 
15 3 
1 24 
1 24 
10 4 
10 6 
1 3l 
2 16 
10 5 
6 5 
8 6 
1 4 
2 28(5) 
4 6 
4 4 
7 3 
7 10 
7 9 
7 11 
7 2 
4 2(a) 
4 5 
12 22 
12 5 
12 11 
12 19 

26 3 
1 23 
3 15 
3 21 
3 1 
5 2 
3 24 
4 9 
4 9 
3 10 
3 3 
1 22 
11 5 


Auditor 

ს” ს””!""''""” в are 
Election თ. enr CR RR atr tesa Qa 
Impeachment, liability to 
Office may be abolished by legislature .......... 
Records to be kept at seat of government 
Residence at seat of government required ....... 
Salary (See Salaries) 

Succession to governorship 
Term of ს ლლხიი””"'''"''""" 


Ayes and noes 
When to be taken and entered on journal 
On amendments to Constitution proposed ..... 
On demand of one-sixth of members of either 
liouSe eerte фена нан ERES 
On emergency clauses (Stricken by Amend- 
ment 7) iiic Ры ШЫК Ынде eee 
On final passage of bills 
On removal of public officer by legislature 
On senate's confirmation or rejection of govern- 
or's appointees 
On suspension of the prohibition against intro- 
duction of bills ........................ 
(See Yeas and nays) 
Bail 
Allowable on sufficient sureties, exceptions ...... 
Excessive, not to be required .................. 


Ballot 
Elections to be by 
Form of, in voting for Constitution, etc. 
Initiative measures, ballot submitting ........... 
Presidential, casting ......................... 
Secrecy of, provision to be made for 
Superior court judge, election for .............. 


Banking corporations 
Stockholder liability ......................... 
Officers of, when liable for deposits 

Banks 
Liability of officers for deposits ................ 
Liability of stockholders 


Beds and shores of navigable waters 
Disclaimer of title by state where patented, 
EXCEPLION а аа Oe See Sie rues 
Ownership of, asserted by state 
Bill 
Act or section amended must be set forth in full 
Amendment of, may be made by either house .... 
Amendment of, shall not change scope and object 
Effective date (Stricken by Amendment 7) ...... 
Effective date... coser bp Ree, 
Either house may originate bills ............... 
Enacting clause required ..................... 
Final passage, requisites of ................... 
Initiative measures (See Initiative and 
referendum) 
Introduction of, limitation on time of ........... 
Laws to be enacted by ....................... 
Passage by either house, requisite proceedings 
Passage by one house, subject to amendment in 
ს ოთხას” оо же 
Passage over governor's veto .................. 
Power of people to propose, pass, etc. 
Presentation to governor for approval 
When becomes law without approval ......... 
Scope of, not to be changed by amendment ...... 
Signature by presiding officers of both houses 
necessary 
Subject restricted to one object ................ 
Subject to be expressed in title ................ 
Title of, to express subject 
Veto of, power of governor ................... 
Initiative or referred measures 
Separate items or sections subject to ......... 
Session, extraordinary, to reconsider 
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Bill—cont. 
Vote on, by interested legislators prohibited 
Vote on, how taken 
(See Acts; Laws) 


Bill of attainder 
Епасітепі of, prohibited ..................... 


Boats 
Jurisdiction of public offense committed on ...... 


Bonds 
Corporations can issue only for money, labor or 
property received ........................ 
County and municipal corporations not to own 
bonds of private corporations .............. 

Debt limitation ............................. 
Executed to territory to pass to state ........... 
Industrial development projects financing 
Investment of school funds in 


Nonrecourse revenue bonds by governmental enti- 
(IM Cp 
State building authority, Бу .................. 
იწ ს 'ს'“რ“ო"”''''!!'"'" 
Boundaries 

Of county, change by division or enlargement .... 
Of county, change by special legislation prohib- 
ited, exceptions .......................... 

Of existing counties recognized ................ 
Of state, defined ............................ 


Bribery К 
Criminating evidence compulsory .............. 
Disqualifies for holding office ................. 
Legislature to define and provide punishment for . 

Buildings, public 
State building authority ..................... 

Bureau of statistics, agriculture and immigration 
Legislature to provide for 

Bureau of vital statistics 
Legislature to establish 


Canal companies 
Common carriers, subject to legislative control ... 
Discrimination in charges prohibited 


Capital offenses 
Bailable, when 
(See Crime) 

Capital of state(See Seat of government) 

Capitol buildings 
Appropriations for .......................... 

Caste 
Discrimination in education on account of, pro- 

Вед: РР I RR baba des ey 


Causes 
Transfer from territorial to state courts ......... 
(See Actions) 


Census 
Apportionments of legislative members based on 
federal census ........................... 
Enumeration to be made in decennial periods 
(Repealed by Amendment 74) 


Certiorari 
Jurisdiction of superior court 
Jurisdiction of supreme court 
Cession of jurisdiction 


Exclusive legislation over certain lands given to 
United States ........................... 


process 


Change of name 
Special legislation prohibited 


Changing county lines 
Special legislation prohibited, except 


Changing county seats 
Special legislation prohibited 
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Art. Sec. 
2 30 
2 22 
] 23 
] 22 
12 6 
8 7 
8 1 
27 4 
32 1 
9 3 
16 5 
32 1 
8 9 
8 10) 
11 3 
2 28(18) 
11 1 
24 1 
2 30 
2 30 
2 30 
8 9 
2 34 
20 1 
12 13 
12 15 
і 20 
14 3 
9 1 
27 5,8,10 
2 43 
2 3 
ტ 6 
4 4 
25 1 
25 1 
2 28(1) 
2 28(18) 
2 28%(18) 


Constitution of the State of Washington 


Chaplain 
For state correctional and mental institutions .... 
Charter 
Corporate 
Creation by special legislation forbidden ...... 
Extension of, by legislature prohibited ........ 
Forfeiture of, not to be remitted ............. 
Void for want of organization, when 
Municipal 
Creation or amendment by special law, prohib- 
ღეეაე-_3_-<-0-0<---_-_. 
Election for, how conducted ................ 
Grant of, to be under general laws ........... 
How amended ........................... 
Power of certain cities to frame 
Publication, prior to submission 
Subject to general laws .................... 
Submission of alternate propositions 


Chief justice of supreme court 
Method of determining ...................... 
Presides on trial of impeachments, when 


Children 
Adoption of, by special act, forbidden .......... 
Duty of state to educate all ................... 
(See Minors) 


Citizens 
All entitled to equal privileges and immunities ... 
Citizenship qualification for voters ............. 
Voter qualifications, presidential elections ....... 

City 
Bonds, nonrecourse revenue for industrial devel- 

opment projects 
Charter 
Alternative propositions, submission ої ....... 
Amendment by special law prohibited ........ 
Amendments of, how effected ............... 
Election of freeholders ..................... 
Freeholder's charter, what cities may frame ... 
Publication of election notices and of proposed 
--__-_-_____ 
Submission of the charter proposed .......... 
Vote on, majority necessary to ratify ......... 
Combined city-county ....................... 
Corporate stock or bonds, not to be owned by .... 
Creation by special act prohibited 
Credit of, not to be loaned, except ............. 
Incorporation of, must be under general laws 
Indebtedness, limitations on .................. 
Justice of peace in, legislature to prescribe powers, 
duties, jurisdiction and number ............. 
May act as police justice ................... 
Salary of, in cities of over 5,000 ............. 
Local improvements may be made by special as- 
sessment or taxation 
Officers of 
Compensation increase .................... 
Must deposit public moneys with treasurer .... 
Recall of officers (See Recall of officers) 
Salary not to be changed during term (Partially 
repealed by Amendment 54) ............. 
(Amendment 54) ....................... 
Term of office not to be extended ............ 
Use of public money by, a felony ............ 
Police and sanitary regulations may be enforced .. 
Police justice, justice of peace may act as ....... 
Reincorporation under general laws permitted to 
cities under special charter 
Taxation 
Authorized to assess and collect general ...... 
Local improvements ....................... 
Local taxes not to be imposed by legislature ... 
Power to assess and collect rests in city ..... 
Uniformity in respect to persons and property 
required 


Art. Sec. 
] 11 
12 1 
12 3 
12 3 
12 2 
2 28(8) 
1) 10 
11 10 
11 10 
11 10 
11 10 
11° 10 
11 10 
4 3 
5 1 
2 28(16) 
9 1 
] 12 
6 1 
6 lA 
32 1 
11 10 
2 28(8) 
11 10 
11 10 
11 10 
11 10 
11 10 
11 10 
11 16 
8 7 
2 28(8) 
8 7 
11 10 
8 6 
4 10 
4 10 
4 10 
7 9 
30 1 
11 15 
11 8 
30 1 
11 8 
11 14 
П P 
4 10 
11 10 
7 9 
7 9 
1 12 
и 12 
7 9 
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City—cont. 
(See Municipal corporation; Municipal courts; 
Municipal fine) 


Civil actions 
Limitation by special act prohibited ............ 
სსიუუი--– eese. 
Number of jurors necessary for verdict 
Parties may waive jury 
(See Actions) 

Civil power 
Elections to be free from interference by ........ 
Governmental continuity during emergency peri- 

OOS Pm 


Classification 
Of cities and towns in proportion to population 
Of counties: р IR ee pE 
Of judges of supreme court by lot 
Clerk 
Of county, providing for election of ............ 
Of superior court, county clerk is .............. 
Of supreme court ........................... 
Collection of taxes 


Time not to be extended by special laws ........ 
(See Taxation) 
Color 
Discrimination in education on account of, pro- 
II)|,..;სს„”_ჰშ'""”“""'"'” 
Combinations 


To affect prices, production or transportation of 
commodities, prohibited ................... 
(See Monopolies) 
Combined city-county .......................... 
Commander-in-chief 
Governor to be, when militia in state service ..... 
(See Militia) 
Comment on facts 
Judge not to make, in charging jury ............ 


Commission 
To establish harbor lines ..................... 
To regulate railroad and transportation lines 


Commissioner of public lands 

Duties of, to be prescribed by legislature ........ 
Election of 
Office may be abolished by legislature .......... 
Records of, to be kept at seat of government 

Salary to be regulated by legislature 
Succession to governorship 
Term of office. piroro dieerd ee IM 


Commissioners 
Appointment of for state institutions 


Commissions 
უნა: зебру aa 
დ ქ. თ" 
Common carriers 
Canal companies аге ........................ 
Discrimination in charges or service prohibited ... 
Maximum rate of charges, legislature may regu- 
>>>მ?9?.ი9მმმ..-. 
Railroad companies are ...................... 
Regulation of, by commission, authorized 
Subject to legislative control .................. 
Telegraph and telephone companies are ......... 
Transportation companies are ................. 
(See Canal, Railroad, Transportation, Telegraph 
and telephone companies) 


Common school construction fund established ....... 
Common school fund 
Enlargement of 
Income from, to be applied to common schools ... 
Interest to be expended for current expenses ..... 
Investment 
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Art. Sec. 
2 28(17) 
] 21 
1 21 
] 21 
] 19 
2 42 
1 18 
и 10 
11 5 
4 3 
11 5 
4 26 
4 22 
2 28(5) 
9 1 
12 22 
1) 16 
3 8 
4 16 
15 1 
12 18 
3 23 
3 1 
3 25 
3 24 
3 23 
3 10 
3 3 
13 1 
3 15 
2 12 
12 13 
12 15 
12 18 
12 13 
12 18 
12 13 
12 19 
12 13 
9 3 
9 3 
9 2 
9 3 
16 5 


Common school fund—-cont. 
Losses occasioned by default, fraud, etc., to be- 
come permanent debt against state .......... 
Principal of, to remain irreducible 
ასს ასა .იაი“”“””'!""'"'' 
(See School fund) 
Common schools 
General and uniform system to be established 
Management by special legislation prohibited .... 
Superintendent of public instruction to supervise 
(See Education; Public schools) 
Commutation of sentence 
Report by governor to legislature .............. 
Commutation of taxes 
Prohibition against state granting .............. 
Commutation tickets 
Carrier may grant, at special rates ............. 
Compact with United States 
Irrevocable without mutual consent 
Compensation 
Appropriation of private property .............. 
Attorney general ...................... ЖОР 
Change of, during term of public officer (Partially 
repealed by Amendment 54) ............... 


(Amendment 54) 
Classification of counties in fixing compensation 
of officers 
County, township, precinct and district officers 
(Partially repealed by Amendment 54) 
Eminent domain, compensation for property taken 


Extra, not to be granted to public officers 
For right--of—way for corporations 
Jury to ascertain compensation due 
Judges of court of appeals .................... 
Judges of supreme and superior courts .......... 
Jury to ascertain compensation in eminent domain 
Justice of peace in cities of over 5,000 .......... 
Member of legislature (Partially repealed by 
Amendment 20) ......................... 
State officers (Partially repealed by Amendment 
–___-___ 
Increase during term 
Waiver of jury trial for ascertaining compensation 
in eminent domain ....................... 


Conditions 
On foreign corporations doing business 


Confession in open court 
Effect іп їгеаѕоп ............................ 


Confronting witnesses 
Right of accused 
Congress 
Exclusive power of legislature over lands of 
United States in state 
Subject to state's right to serve process 
Indian lands under jurisdiction of .............. 
Legislator elected to, vacates seat .............. 
Member of, ineligible to legislature 
Representatives in, election of ................. 


Congressional districts 
Redistricting commission ..................... 
Conscience, freedom of 
Guaranteed to every individual ................ 
Consent of governed | 
Source of governmental powers 


Conservation, energy 
წა”თნანასნთნ6'ი'"'' 
Consolidation 
On competing lines of railroad prohibited 


Index 
Art. Sec. 
9 5 
9 3 
9 3 
9 2 
2 28(15) 
3 22 
3 1 
и 9 
12 15 
26 1-4 
1 16 
3 21 
2 25 
3 25 
4 13 
11 8 
28 1 
30 1 
и 5 
11 5,8 
1 16 
2 25 
1 16 
1 16 
4 30 
4 13,4 
1 16 
4 10 
2 23 
28 1 
30 1 
1 16 
12 7 
1 27 
1 22 
25 1 
25 1 
26 2 
2 14 
2 14 
2 43 
2 43 
1 11 
1 1 
8 10 
12 16 
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Index Constitution of the State of Washington 


Constitution 
Amendment, how effected .................... 
Election for voting on, how conducted .......... 
Form of ballot ........................... 
Emergency, legislature's departure from Constitu- 
tion, limited authority .................... 
Existing rights not affected by ................ 
In effect, when ............................. 
Mandatory: 3.02 зорову аа чн а 
Revision, кур члена Ен cle we АЖ 
Submission to people ...................... 
United States, supreme law of land ............ 
(See Amendment to Constitution) 
Constitutional convention 
Expenses: of ოსა,” не аа ЕВ 
To revise or amend Constitution ............... 


Contempt 
Each house may punish for ................... 


Contested elections(See Elections) 


Continuity of government 
During periods of emergency due to enemy attack 


Contracts 
Affecting price, production or transportation, pro- 
hibited PM 
Combination between common carriers prohibited 
(Repealed by Amendment 67) ............. 
Impairment of obligation prohibited ............ 
State building authority, Бу .................. 


Conveyance 
Jurisdiction of public offense committed on public 
сопуеуапсе ............................. 
Of lands to aliens invalid (Repealed by Amend- 
mernt42) «osi e Une BU eR აგებ თებე 

Conviction 
No corruption of blood nor forfeiture of estate ... 
On impeachment, two-thirds of senators must 
საა ხბ–ღ–სსი””"ი”'''''' 


Convict labor 
Contracts for, prohibited ..................... 
Working for benefit of state authorized ......... 


Copartnerships 
Combinations affecting price, production or trans- 
portation prohibited ...................... 
Copies 
Right of accused to copy of accusation. ......... 
Corporate powers 
Not to be granted by special laws ............. 
Corporate property 
Appropriation by eminent domain not to be 
abridged :. ioa cepa onan нана ара 
Taxation of, power not to be surrendered 
(Stricken by Amendment 14) .............. 


Corporations 
Alien, when (Repealed by Amendment 42) ...... 
Appropriation of right-of-way ................ 
Bonds 
Not to be owned by counties or cities ........ 
Restriction on issuance .................... 
Business, may be regulated by law ............. 
Charter 
Invalid, if unorganized when Constitution 
adopted, conditions .................... 
Not to be extended ....................... 
Combinations affecting price, production, or 
transportation prohibited .................. 
Creation by special act prohibited ............. 
Debts, relief by special act prohibited .......... 
სა ·'იას”"”"'''"""! ЄНТЬ 
Eminent domain, property subject to ........... 
Equal privileges and immunities ............... 
Foreign, not to be favored .................... 
Forfeiture of franchise 
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Art. Sec. 
23 1 
27 15 
27 18 

2 42 
27 1 
27 16 

1 29 
23 2 
23 3 

1 2 
27 19 
23 2 

2 9 

2 42 
12 22 
12 14 

] 23 

8 9 

] 22 

2 33 

1 15 

5 1 

2 29 

2 29 
12 22 

1 22 

2 28(6) 
12 10 

7 4 

2 33 

1 16 

8 7 
12 6 
12 1 
12 2 
12 3 
12 22 

2 28(6) 

2 28(10) 
12 5 
12 10 

1 12 
12 7 


Corporations—cont. 


For unlawful combinations ................. 
Not to be remitted ........................ 
Formation, by general and not by special laws ... 
Franchise 
Alienation or lease not to relieve liability ..... 
May be forfeited ......................... 
Laws relating to may be amended or repealed 
Legislative control .......................... 
Liability 
For receipt of bank deposits after insolvency ... 
Not relieved by alienation or lease of franchise 
Loan of school funds to, prohibited (Amended by 
Amendment 44) ......................... 
Money, issuance prohibited ................... 
Monopolies and trusts forbidden ............... 
State building authority ..................... 
State 
Not to subscribe to nor own stock ........... 
Not to surrender power to tax (Stricken by 
Amendment 14) ....................... 
State credit not to be loaned to ............... 
Stockholders 
Liability; cee egies ake кына RR шашлы 
Liability in banking, insurance and joint stock 
COMPANIES оное RAE OW 
May be joined as parties defendant .......... 
Stock 
Increase, consent and notice necessary ........ 
Not to be owned by counties or cities ........ 
Restrictions on issuance .................... 
Sue and be sued, right and liability ............ 
Taxation of property, method of (Stricken by 
Amendment 14) ......................... 
Telephone and telegraph lines, organization to 
Construct а ее 
(See Franchise) 


Corrupt solicitation 


Compulsory testimony in cases of .............. 
Disqualification for holding office .............. 
Punishment to be provided by legislature ........ 


Corruption in office 


Judges, attorney general and prosecuting attor- 
neys removable by legislature .............. 


Corruption of blood 


Conviction not to work ...................... 


County 


Apportionment 
Of representatives among .................. 
ი-ის -'„'”““”,''!"""”"შ" eee eee 


Bonds, nonrecourse revenue for industrial devel- 
opment projects ......................... 
Classification: agia pie уча З ЮЛ ans 
Combined city and county ................... 
Corporate bonds or stocks not to beowned ...... 
County seat removal ........................ 
Not to be changed by special act-............ 
Credit not to be loaned, except ................ 
Debts 
Apportionment on division or enlargement 
Limit:ofé  “""''”""  """' 
Private property not to be taken in satisfaction 


Division, how effected ....................... 
Existing to be legal subdivision of state ......... 
Government, legislature to provide system ....... 
Home rule charter, authorized ................ 
For combined city-county .................. 
Indebtedness, limit of ....................... 
Additional, assent of voters necessary ........ 
Assessment as basis of, how ascertained ...... 
Restriction as to purpose ................... 
Lines, not to be changed by special act ......... 


Art. Sec. 
12 22 
12 3 
12 1 
12 8 
12 22 
12 1 
12 1 
12 12 
12 8 
16 5 
12 11 
12 22 
8 9 
12 9 
7 4 
8 5 
12 4 
12 11 
12 4 
12 6 
8 7 
12 6 
12 5 
7 3 
12 19 
2 30 
2 30 
2 30 
4 9 
1 15 
22 2 
22 1 
4 2(а) 
4 5 
32 1 
11 5 
II 16 
8 7 
11 2 
2 28(18) 
8 7 
11 3 
8 6 
II 13 
11 3 
11 1 
11 4 
11 4 
II 16 
8 6 
8 6 
8 6 
8 6 
2 28(18) 
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County—cont. 

Location of county seat not to be changed by spe- 
ისს cx eee дені ово нн НО 
Moneys to be deposited with treasurer .......... 
Use of, by official, a felony ................. 
New county, formation by special act not prohib- 
Ней Lise m REIR Ria: ee MO 
Restrictions on ........................... 

Officers 
Election, duties, terms, compensation ......... 


Increase in compensation during term ........ 


Recall of officers (See Recall) 
Police and sanitary regulations, power to enforce 
School funds may be invested in bonds of 
(Amended by Amendment 44) ............. 
აპა” 
Stock or bonds of corporation not to be owned ... 
Superior court located in each county 
Taxation, power to assess and collect ........... 
Exemption of county property from taxation ... 


Taxes, liability for proportionate share of state ... 


Local, legislature not to impose 

One percent limitation ..................... 
Township organization in 
County attorney(See Prosecuting attorney) 


County clerk 
““ოსას--ვ„--'"”" о 
Clerk of superior court, ex officio .............. 
Duties, term and salary, legislature to provide 
Election to be provided for by legislature 

First under Constitution, time of ............ 

County commissioners 
Election, compensation, etc., legislature to provide 
Vacancies in legislature, partisan county elective 

office, filled Бу .......................... 
Vacancies in township, precinct and road district 
offices filled by .......................... 


County indebtedness 
Apportionment, when county divided or enlarged 


Rights of creditors not affected .............. 


Increase permitted for water, light and sewers 

Limit of 

Private property not to be taken in satisfaction of 
County lines 


Change by special act prohibited .............. 


County officers 
Accountability for fees 


Bonds unaffected by change in government ...... 


Compensation to be regulated by legislature ..... 
Classification of counties for purpose of fixing 


compensation ......................... 


Increase during term ...................... 
Duties and term to be prescribed by legislature 
Election 

Biennial 


ია სრ“ '' 
Eligibility restricted to two terms in succession 
(Repealed by Amendment 22) 
Fees 
Accountability for ........................ 
Use of, a felony .......................... 
Partisan elective, vacancies, how filled .......... 
Public money, use of, felonious ................ 
Recall of (See Recall of officers) 
Salaries 2 hxc ntes ede hea al hehe eee ok a 
Succession of duties, in emergency, temporary, 
legislature oi a инг ЕК у кеке ук ЫЕ ДЫ 
Term of office not to be extended .............. 
Term, power of legislature to prescribe ......... 
Territorial, how long to hold office ............. 
Vacancies, how filled ........................ 
Vacancies, partisan elective offices, how filled .... 


County seat 


Change or location by special act prohibited ..... 
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2 28(18) 
1) 15 
11 14 
2 28(18) 
11 3 
11 5 
30 1 
11 11 
16 5 
27 9 
8 7 
4 5 
11 12 
7 1 
11 9 
11 12 
7 2 
11 4 
11 5 
4 26 
11 5 
11 5 
27 7 
11 5 
2 15 
11 6 
11 3 
11 3 
8 6 
8 6 
1 13 
2 28(18) 
11 5 
27 14 
11 5 
11 5 
30 1 
11 5 
6 8 
11 5 
6 8 
11 7 
11 5 
11 14 
2 15 
11 14 
11 5,8 
2 42 
11 8 
11 5 
27 14 
11 6 
2 15 
2 28(18) 


County seat— cont. 


Continuity of government, enemy attack ........ 
Removal, proceedings Гог .................... 


County treasurer 


Election, compensation, duties and accountability, 
legislature to provide ..................... 


Court commissioners 


Appointment and powers ..................... 
Excepted from prohibition against compensation 
by fees 


Court of appeals 


Administration and procedure 
Authorized: o eu oae ALES Vu 
Conflicts with other constitutional provisions ..... 
Judges .:. 5 ее wr RESP зы 
Зиг НОП... eese 


Courts 


Inferior, legislature to provide 
Jurisdiction and powers to be prescribed 
Judicial power vested in specified courts 
Officers to be salaried, exceptions ............ 
Of record 
––იეიიიიიიიიიიეიიიი""' 
Judges not to practice law .................. 
Temporary performance of judicial duties ....... 
(See District courts; Inferior courts; Justice of 
Peace; Municipal courts; Probate courts; Su- 
perior court; Supreme court) 


Credit 


Energy loans for conservation ................. 
Of county or municipal corporations not to be 

given or loaned, except 
Of state not to be given or loaned 


Port district promotional activities ............. 
State building authority 


Crimes 


Accused not required to criminate self .......... 

Except in case of bribery or corrupt solicitation 
Conviction shall not work corruption of blood .... 
Cruel punishment prohibited .................. 
Ex post facto laws not to be passed 
Persons charged with to be bailable ............ 
Prosecution may be by information 

In name of state .......................... 
(See Criminal actions) 


Criminal actions 


Advance payment of money to secure rights of 
accused prohibited ....................... 
Appeal, right of accused ..................... 
Appearance by accused in person or counsel ..... 
Double jeopardy, prohibition against ........... 
Evidence, accused not required to criminate self .. 
Jurisdiction 
Appellate of supreme court ................. 
Of offenses committed on public conveyances .. 
Original of superior court .................. 
Limitation by special act prohibited ............ 
Process, style of ............................ 
Prosecution by information allowed ............ 
In name of state .......................... 
On change from territorial to state govern- 
ment 
Rights of accused ........................... 
(See Actions; Crimes) 


Cruel punishment 


Not to be inflicted .......................... 


Damage 


To private property for public or private use to be 
compensated ............................ 


Dangerous employments 


Protection to persons engaged in 


оо оо N оо оо 


beeen een 
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Index 


Death 
Succession to office upon death or disability of 
governor „-“ს'“ა'აა'””"”””წტCს“ს' 

Debate 
Members of legislature not liable for words 
SPOKEN арЫ hand 

Debts 


Corporate, fictitious increase void .............. 
Liability of stockholders 
Due territory to inure to state ................. 
Imprisonment for, prohibited, exception 
Municipal corporations, limitation on 
Release by special act prohibited 
State building authority 
Limitation: az ранню 4c 
State, power to contract 
In case of invasion, insurrection, etc. ......... 
Limitation on power 
Territorial, assumed by state .................. 
(See City; County indebtedness; Indebtedness of 
corporations; State indebtedness) 
Decisions 
Superior court judge, within what time 
Supreme court, in writing and grounds stated .... 
Publication, free to anyone 
Reporter for, appointment .................. 
Declaration of rights 
Statement in Constitution .................... 
Deeds 
Validation by special law prohibited 
Defects and omissions in law 
Report to governor by supreme judges .......... 
To supreme by superior judges ................ 
Defense 
Of officer removed on charges 
Right of accused in criminal actions 
Deficits in revenue 
State may contract debts to meet .............. 
Tax may be levied to pay 
Delinquency in office(See Corruption in office) 
Deposits 
Bank officers liable for, when 
Public moneys with treasurer required .......... 
Depot 
Jurisdiction of public offense committed at ...... 
Disability 
Property of person under, cannot be affected by 
special laws ............................. 
Disapproval of bills 
By governor 
Initiative measure 
Discipline 
Of state militia, legislature to prescribe ......... 
Disclaimer 
State's title to patented lands 
Unappropriated public and Indian lands 
Discrimination 
By common carrier prohibited 
By telegraph and telephone companies in handling 
messages prohibited ...................... 
Education to be provided all children ........... 
In favor of foreign corporations, prohibited ...... 
Railroad 
Prohibited from favoring one express company 
Prohibited from favoring one telegraph com- 
pany 
Disorderly behavior 
Each house may punish for ................... 
Disqualification 
On conviction for bribery or corrupt solicitation .. 
On impeachment 
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3 10 

2 17 
12 6 
12 4,11 
27 3 

1 17 

8 6 

2 28(10) 
8 9 

8 1(в) 
8 1-3 
8 2 

8 1,3 
26 3 

4 20 

4 2 

4 21 

4 18 

] 1-32 
2 28(9) 
4 25 

4 25 

4 9 

1 22 

8 1 

7 8 
12 12 
11 15 

1 22 

2 28(11) 
3 12 

2 1 

10 2 
17 2 
26 2 
12 15,18 
12 19 

9 1 

12 7 
12 21 
12 19 

2 9 

2 30 

5 2 


Constitution of the State of Washington 


District courts 
Transfer of causes from territorial to superior 
ა ори те нар 


District officers 
Duties, term, compensation, legislature to pre- 
scribe 
Election 
Biennial 


სთ „ს“ "თ" enaa ША 
Recall Of ели 4| PERRA see eas SIME 
Road district, vacancy ....................... 
Territorial, to hold office until when ............ 
Official bonds unaffected by change in govern- 
ment 
Ditches 
Taking of private property for 
Divorce 
Jurisdiction of superior court 
Legislature not to grant ...................... 
(See Annulment of marriage) 


Docks 
Legislature may authorize lease of harbor areas, 
limitations ....... Lud dave mac уч ad P Dobis 
(See Area reserved; Harbors) 


Double jeopardy 
Prohibition against ......:................... 


Drains 

Taking of private property for 
Drugs and medicines 

Legislature to regulate sale ................... 


Due process of law : 
Life, liberty, property not to be taken without 
Earnings 
Combinations by common carriers to share, pro- 
hibited (Repealed by Amendment 67) 


Education 
No distinction on account of race, color or sex ... 
Provision for, to be made by state 
Sale of lands for purposes of .................. 
(See Common schools; Public schools) 


Effective date 
ა”-–-__-_-0-··5·--" 
Of Constitution 


Elections 
Ballot required, form ........................ 
Civil interference prohibited .................. 
Constitution 
Amendment of, submission to vote ........... 
Calling convention to revise 
Revision, submission of instrument ........... 
Vote on adoption of first, under territorial laws 
Contest for office of superior judge (first election) 
County home-rule charter 
County seat, removal of 
Criminals, insane persons, idiots excluded from 
elective franchise 
Electors (See Electors) 
Executive officers, elections of ................. 
First election according to territorial laws ....... 
Of representative to congress (Repealed by 
Amendment 74) ....................... 
Free, equal and undisturbed 
Freeholders to frame city charter .............. 
Increasing municipal indebtedness ............. 


Initiative measures (Зее Initiative and 
referendum) 
Judges 


Of court of appeals 
Of superior court ......................... 
Of supreme court ......................... 
Legislative, to be viva voce 


Art. 


оь > > 


Sec. 
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Elections—cont. 
Legislature 
Each house judge of its own ................ 
Representatives 
Senators 
Military interference prohibited ............... 
Officers 
Not regulated by Constitution, legislature to 
provide for 
Under Constitution, time of first 
Presidential elections, voter's residence 
Privilege of voters from arrest at 
Qualifications of voters (See Voters) 
Recall of officers (See Recall of officers) 
Referendum (See Initiative and referendum) 
Registration law to be enacted 
School, women may be accorded franchise 
(Stricken by Amendment 5) ............... 
Seat of government, determination ............. 
Secrecy of ballot required .................... 
State officers, executive 
Certificates of election to be given ........... 
Contests, legislature to decide ............... 
Equal vote, legislature to choose ............. 
Returns to secretary of state ................ 
Declaration of result 
Supreme court judges 
Superior court judges 
Time of, for state, county and district officers .... 
Vacancy in office of governor, election to fill ..... 
Voter qualifications ......................... 
(See Vote; Voter) 


Elective franchise 
Denial on account of sex prohibited in school 
elections (Stricken by Amendment 5) 
Idiots, insane persons and convicted felons ex- 
cluded from 
Presidential elections, voter's residence 
(See Elections; Electors; Voter) 
Electors 
Exempt from military duty, when 
Privilege from arrest at election, except ......... 
Qualifications of voters (See Voter) 
Residence not lost in certain cases ............. 


Eligibility 
Judges of supreme and superior courts, qualifica- 
tions 
Ineligible to other than judicial offices ........ 
Members of legislature 
Ineligible to offices created by them .......... 
Qualifications ............................ 
State officers, qualifications ................... 
. Voters (See Elections; Voter) 


Emergency clause 
Act поп-геЃѓеггаЫе .......................... 


Emergency, national(See Invasion and attack) 


Eminent domain 
Compensation required 
Corporate property and franchises subject to 
Judicial question, use for which property taken is 
Jury to ascertain compensation, waiver 
Private use, taking of property for prohibited, ex- 

“სა. ““ო„'ხ”ო”ო””'"''" 
Reclamation of land is public use .............. 
Rights—of—way to be compensated Гог .......... 
Settlement of land is public use 
Telegraph and telephone companies granted right 
Ways of necessity, taking of private property for 

private use 


Emoluments, privileges and powers 
Hereditary, prohibited ....................... 


Employments dangerous to life 
Legislature to protect persons in ............... 
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Art. Sec. 
2 8 
2 4,5 
2 6 
1 19 

27 11 
27 7 
6 1А 
6 5 
6 7 
6 2 
14 1 
6 6 
3 4 
з 4 
3 4 
3 4 
3 4 
4 3 
4 5,29 
6 8 
3 10 
6 1 
6 2 
6 3 
6 lA 
6 5 
6 5 
6 4 
6 6 
4 17 
4 15 
2 13 
2 7 
3 25 
2 1(b) 
1 16 
12 10 
1 16 
1 16 
1 16 
1 16 
1 16 
1 16 
12 19 
1 16 
1 28 
2 35 


Enacting clause 
Of statutes 


Enemy attack, emergency due to(See Invasion and 
attack) 


Energy conservation 
Loaning of credit for residences 


Enumeration of rights 

Not to deny others reserved 
Equal rights 

Not to be denied because of sex ............... 
ეი” ს  «ჟ""'""'"" 
Equity 

Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court ......... 

Original jurisdiction of superior court 


Evidence 
Contested election (first election) for superior 
judge, manner of taking 
Criminating, person not compelled to give against 
himself 
Except in bribery cases 
Treason, what necessary for conviction 
(See Testimony) 
Excessive bail and fines 
Not to be imposed .......................... 
Exclusive legislation 
Congress has over certain lands of United States . 
Subject to state's right to serve process ....... 
Over unallotted Indian lands .................. 
Exclusive privileges 
Of unorganized corporations, invalid, when ...... 
Prohibited orbc mp du 
Excursion and commutation tickets 
Carrier may grant special rates 


Execution 
Private property not to be taken for public debt .. 
Rolling stock of railroad liable to .............. 


Executive department 
Consists of certain officers .................... 
Election of officers of ........................ 


Executive power 
Supreme, vested in governor .................. 
(See Governor) 
Exemptions 
Homestead, from forced sale 
Military duty, to whom ...................... 
Taxation, what property free from ............. 
Indian lands exempt, when 
Lands and property of United States ......... 
Retired persons 
Existing rights 
Change in government not to affect ............ 
Expenses 
Constitutional convention to be provided for ..... 
State may contract debts to meet .............. 
Ex post facto law 
Passage prohibited .......................... 
Express companies 
Railroads to grant equal terms to all 
Expulsion of members 
Powers of each house ........................ 
Restrictions оп ............................. 


Extension of time for collection of taxes 
Special legislation prohibited 
Extinguishment of debts 
Special legislation prohibited 
Extra compensation 
Prohibited to public officers, etc. 


Index 
Art. Sec. 
2 18 
2 14 
8 10 
1 30 
3 1.2 
6 ] 
4 4 
4 6 
27 12 
1 9 
2 30 
1 27 
1 14 
25 1 
25 1 
26 2 
12 2 
1 12 
12 15 
11 13 
12 17 
3 1 
3 1 
3 17 
3 2 
9 1 
10 6 
7 1 
26 2 
26 2 
7 10 
27 1 
27 19 
8 1 
1 23 
12 21 
2 9 
2 9 
2 28(5) 
2 28(10) 
2 25 
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Index Constitution of the State of Washington 


Art. Sec. Art. Sec. 

Extra session Free passes 
Legislature, when to be convened .............. 3 7 Grant of, to state officers prohibited ............ 12 20 

Factories Public officers forbidden to accept ............. 2 39 
Employees to be protected ................... 2 35 Freight rates 

Fares and freights(See Railroad companies) Regulation by legislature authorized ........... 12 18 

Farms Fundamental principles 
Taxation based on actual use ................. 7 11 Frequent recurrence to, essential .............. ] 32 

Federal officers Funds(See Appropriations; Common school con- 
Not eligible to legislature .................... 2 14 struction fund; Common school fund; Highway 

Fees fund; Public money; School fund) 
Accountability of county and local officers for и 5 Government 
Accused in criminal cases as required to advance 1 22 Change of. . . 
Certain used exclusively for highway purposes 2 40 Completion of pending actions .............. 27 5,8 
Judicial officers prohibited from receiving ....... 4 13 Continuance of existing laws and rights ....... 27 12 
Justices of the peace not to receive, when ....... 4 10 Emergency, continuance of government, legisla- 

Felony tive power ......... TI 2 42 
Original jurisdiction of superior court .......... 4 6 са უწ What essential iaceo до кыгы oa і 
Use of public money by officer ................ 11 14 SUAE OE M LUE shee 6 

ource оѓ ромегѕ ........................... 1 1 

Ferries AOT ; T" у Governor 

¿Authorization by special legislation forbidden .... 2 28(3) Appointment of regents, etc., of state institutions 13 1 

Fictitious issue . Approval of laws ........................... 3 12 
Of stock or indebtedness void ................. 12 6 Assignment of superior judge to other county .... 4 57 

Fines Attorney general, succession to governorship ..... 3 10 
Accrued to territory inure to state ............. 27 3 Auditor, succession to governorship ............ 3 10 
Excessive, not to be imposed .................. 1 14 Commander-in--chief of state militia ........... 3 8 
Governor has power to remit ................. 3 11 Commissioner of public lands, succession to gov- 

Must report remissions to legislature ......... 3 1l “სა ово о ew ld Еа 3 10 
Remission by special act prohibited ............ 2 28(14) Commissions issued by state, signed by ......... 3 15 

Fiscal statement Election of. цен нав НОТА 3 1 
Annual publication required .................. 7 7 Election to fill vacancy in office ............... 3 10 

Flumes Execution of laws ............ ____ 3 5 
Taking of private property for ................ 1 16 Extension of leave of absence of judicial officer 4 8 

р Extra session of legislature, power to convene .... 3 7 

Forcible entry and detainer Failure of person regularly elected to qualify, suc- 

Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court ......... 3.2 Cession ON opia а ааа аР оны 3 10 
Original jurisdiction of superior court .......... 4 6 Impeachment .............................. 5 12 

Foreign corporations Information in writing may be required from state 
Not to be favored ........................... 12 7 Officers ...............................-- 3 5 

Foreign officers Laws, may call militia to execute .............. 10 2 
Not eligible to legislature .................... 2 14 Lieutenant governor, succession of to office ...... 3 10 

Forfeiture Messages to legislature ...................... 3 6 
Accrued to territory inures to state ............ 27 3 Militia officers commissioned by ............... 10 2 
Corporate charter or franchise, no remission ..... 12 3 Pardoning power vested іп ................... 3 9 
Estate, conviction not to work ................. 1 15 Report to legislature of pardons, etc., granted .. 3n 
Franchise, for combination in restraint of trade .. 12 22 Restrictions prescribed by law .............. 3 9 
Governor has power to remit ................. 3 11 Records kept at seat of government ............ 3 24 

Must report remissions to legislature ......... 3 11 Remission of fines and forfeitures _-___- 3 11 
Judicial office, absence causes ................. 4 8 Report to legislature with reasons. ........... 3 n 
Remission by special act prohibited ............ 2 28(14) Removal or disability, who to act .............. 3 10 

Residence at seat of government .............. 3 24 

Forts, dockyards, etc. В 
Congress to have exclusive control 25 1 Salary (See Salaries) : 

o TS Secretary of state as succeeding to office ........ 3 10 

Forty mill limitation Special session of legislature, power to convene 2 12 
(Stricken by Amendment 14) ................. 7 2 Succession in case of vacancy ................. 3 10 

Franchise Superintendent of public instruction, succession to 
Alienation or lease not to relieve liability ....... 12 8 governorship ............................ 3 10 
Corporate, creation by special act forbidden ..... 12 1 Supreme executive power vested іп ............ 3 2 
Extension by legislature prohibited ............. 12 3 Term of office. «L2. ..'”""!"""“”” 3 2 
Forfeiture for unlawful combinations ........... 12 2 Treasurer, succession to governorship ........... 3 10 
Forfeiture not to be remitted ................. 12 3 Vacancies 
Invalid, if unorganized, when ................. 12 2 In certain state offices, filled Бу ............. 3 13 
Irrevocable grant prohibited .................. 1 8 In legislature, filled by, when ............... 2 15 
Liability not relieved by lease, etc. ............. 12 8 In superior court, filled by .................. 4 5 
Subject to eminent domain ................... 12 10 In supreme court, filled by ................. 4 3 
Taxation, state not to surrender (Stricken by Vacancy in office of ......................... 3 10 

Amendment 14) ......................... 7 4 Succession, enemy attack .................. 2 42 
(See Corporations; Elections) Veto of bill or sections and return with objections 3 12 

Freedom of conscience Measures initiated by or referred to the people 2 1 (d) 
Guaranteed in matters of religious belief ........ | 11 Grand jury 
(See Religion) Summoned only on order of superior court ...... 1 26 

Freedom of speech and press Granted lands 
Guaranteed to every person .................. 1 5 ა обаа uve Ea e о 16 1-4 
Legislators not liable for words in debate ....... 2 17 (See Lands; Public lands) 
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Habeas corpus 
Jurisdiction 
Original and appellate of supreme court 
Original of superior court .................. 
Suspension of writ prohibited, except ........... 
Writs 
Issuance and service on nonjudicial days ...... 
Judges of supreme court may issue 
Returnable before whom ................... 
Harbors 
Area to be reserved for landings, etc. ........... 
Commission to establish harbor lines ........... 
Restrictions on sale by state of lands or rights 
(See Area reserved; Docks; Wharves) 


Head of family 
Power of legislature to exempt property of from 
taxation: ооо re Шырыш ee OE 
Health(See Public health) 


Heir at law 
Not to be determined by special law 


High crimes or misdemeanors 

Impeachment of public officers for ............. 
High schools 

Included in public school system 
Highway fund ............................. su. 
Highways 

Opening or altering by special legislation prohib- 

ited, exceptions .......................... 

(See Streets and roads) 

Holiday(See Legal holiday) 


Home 
Privacy of, guaranteed ....................... 
Soldiers not to be quartered in, except .......... 
Home-rule charter 
Counties authorized to frame ................. 
For combined city-county .................... 


Homestead 
Exemption from forced sale 
House of representatives 
Elections, biennial after 1890 ................. 
Legislative authority vested in 
Members, how and when chosen 
Number of representatives 
Powers 
Impeachment, sole power vested in 
Legislative, vested in 
Quorum of house ........................... 
Iს ჰა #“სსს”””""'""შჩ5წ5წ"'" 
Vacancy, how filled .......................:. 
(See Legislature; Representatives) 


Idiots 
Excluded from elective franchise 


Immigration 
Bureau of, established ....................... 
Immunities 
Electors privileged from arrest at elections 
Equal to all citizens and corporations 
Imprisonment for debt prohibited, except 
Irrevocable grant of, prohibited 
Loss or damage to property prohibited without 
just compensation ........................ 
Members of legislature 
Privileged from arrest, exceptions ............ 
Privileged from service of civil process, when 
Militia privileged from arrest at muster, except 
Soldiers not to be quartered in homes, except .... 
Special grant of, prohibited ................... 
Twice in jeopardy, accused not to be put ........ 
Impeachment 


House of representatives has sole power 
Officers НаЬеїо............................ 
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Art. Sec. 
4 4 
4 6 
1 313 
4 6 
4 4 
4 4 
15 1 
15 1 
15 1 
7 1 
2 28(1) 
5 2 
9 2 
2 40 
2 280) 
I 7 
1 31 
11 4 
11 16 
19 1 
2 5 
2 1 
2 4,5 
2 2 
5 1 
2 1 
2 8 
2 43 
2 15 
6 3 
2 34 
6 5 
1 12 
1 17 
1 8 
1 16 
2 16 
2 16 
10 5 
1 31 
] 12 
1 9 
5 1 
5 2 


Ітреасітепі --сопі. 
Judgment effects removal and disqualification 
სღ თი. 
Liability to criminal prosecution ............. 
Trial. by ѕепаќе ............................. 
Chief justice presides, when 
(See Recall of officers) 


Imposts 
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court ......... 
Original jurisdiction of superior court 


Imprisonment for debt 
Prohibited, except in case of absconding debtors . . 


Incompetency in office 
Officers removable by legislature for, conditions .. 


Indebtedness of corporations 
Fictitious increase void 
Liability of stockholders 

In bank, insurance and joint stock companies .. 
Relief from 

By lease or alienation of franchise prohibited .. 

By special legislation prohibited ............. 
(See Corporations) 


Indian lands 
Disclaimed by state of title ................... 
Subject to jurisdiction of United States ......... 
Taxation of, when state may impose 
Exemption from .......................... 


Indians 
Exempt from property taxation, when 
Excluded from enumeration of inhabitants (Re- 
pealed by Amendment 74) 
Indictment 
Prosecutions of offenses by 
Right of accused to copy of ................ 
Individual rights 
Government to protect and maintain ........... 
Secured by recurrence to fundamental principles . 


Individual security 
Private affairs not to be disturbed 


Industrial development 
Nonrecourse revenue bonds ................... 
Port districts... reom lili imr RR ELI 


Infamous crimes 
Persons convicted of, excluded from elective fran- 
chise 
Infants(See Children; Minors) 
Inferior courts 
Appeal lies to superior court ....... Ec EL 
Jurisdiction and powers, legislature to prescribe .. 
Legislature to provide 


Information 
Offenses may be prosecuted by ................ 


Initiative and referendum 
Amendment of acts approved by the people (Su- 
perseded by Amendment 26) 
(Amendment 26) 
Amendment of measure submitted to legislature 
Ballot where conflicting measures are submitted 
to the people ............................ 
Certification of petitions 
Change or amendment of initiative measure, pro- 
hibition against (Superseded by Amendment 
26). Me Siete ase з ато Най a 
(Amendment 26) 
Conflicting measures 
Effective date of acts or bills subject to referen- 
dum (Superseded by Amendment 26) 
(Amendment 26) 
Effective date of measure after approval on sub- 
mission to the people ..................... 
Election at which proposed measure is submitted 
(ას. ივა ს ს.” Ы 


IიძიX 
Art. Sec. 
5 2 
5 2 
5 1 
5 1 
4 4 
4 6 
1 17 
4 9 
12 6 
12 4 
12 11 
12 8 
2 28(10) 
26 2 
26 2 
26 2 
26 2 
26 2 
2 3 
1 25 
1 22 
1 1 
1 32 
1 7 
32 1 
8 8 
6 3 
4 6 
4 12 
4 1 
1 25 
2 1(с) 
2 1 
2 1(а) 
2 1 (а) 
2 1(а) 
2 1 (с) 
2 41 
2 1(а) 
2 1 (с) 
2 41 
2 1) 
2 1(а) 
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Index 


Initiative and referendum—cont. 

Election for amendment or repeal of bills ap- 
proved by electors (Superseded by Amend- 
ment 26) სროსრ(“"(”თ„V””''''''"”" 

(Amendment 26) 

Exceptions from power of referendum 

Extent of power of referendum ................ 

Filing petition .............................. 

Legislature, referendum through action of ....... 

Lotteries, sixty percent vote required 

Majority vote as required for approval of measure 
submitted 

Member of legislature as retaining right to intro- 
duce measure 

Number of votes required to approve measure 

Part of bill, effect of filing referendum petition 
against 

Percentage of voters required on referendum peti- 
tion 

Percentage of voters required to propose measures 
by petition 

Petition, referendum on ...................... 


Petition to propose measures .................. 


Precedence of initiative measures over other bills 
Proposal of different measure by legislature 
Publication of measures referred to the people ... 
Regular election, reference of measures at 
Rejection of initiative measure by legislature 
Repeal of bill approved (Superseded by Amend- 
„ს სა. ოთა”ან»C”თ"'”"''"". 
(Amendment 26) 
Reservation by the people of the power of initia- 
іме а pi See teed Roe hie A et об 
Reservation of power in the people ............. 
Reservation of power of referendum ............ 
Secretary of state, certification of results of initia- 
tive to legislature ........................ 
Secretary of state, filing referendum petition with 
Secretary of state, initiative petition filed with 
Self--executing, amendment as 
Signatures required 
Special election, reference of measures to people 
––_–__-_–––_–___- 
Special indebtedness, how authorized ........... 
Style of bill proposed by initiative petition 
Time for filing referendum petition against mea- 
sure passed by legislature 
Veto power of governor as extending to measures 
initiated by or referred to the people 


Injunction 
Issuance and service on nonjudicial days 
Original jurisdiction of superior court 


Insane person 
Excluded from elective franchise 


Insolvency 
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court 
Original jurisdiction of superior court 
Receipt of bank deposits, liability of officers 


Instruments 
Validation by special act prohibited ............ 


Insurance companies 
Liability of stockholders 


Interest 
Application of school fund interest ............. 
On certain state debts to be provided for ........ 
Private interest in bills to be disclosed by legisla- 

tors 


Intoxicating liquors(See Prohibition) 


Invalid instruments 
Validation by special act prohibited ............ 
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Art. Sec. 
2 1(C) 
2 41 
2 1(ხ) 
2 1(ხ) 
2 1(а) 
2 1(ხ) 
2 24 
2 1(d) 
2 1 (d) 
2 1 (d) 
2 1(9) 
2 1 (b) 
2 1 (а) 
2 1 (6) 
2 1 (d) 
2 1 (а) 
2 1(9) 
2 1(а) 
2 1 (а) 
2 1(е) 
2 1(d) 
2 1 (а) 
2 1 (с) 
2 41 
2 l(a) 
2 1 
2 1(ხ) 
2 l(a) 
2 1(d) 
2 l(a) 
2 1(d) 
2 l(a) 
2 1(d) 
8 3 
$22. 1 (d) 
2 1 (d) 
2 1(9) 
4 6 
4 6 
6 3 
4 4 
4 6 
12 12 
2 28(9) 
12 11 
9 3 
8 1 
2 30 
2 28(13) 
2 28(9) 


Constitution of the State of Washington 


Invasion and attack 
Government continuity, legislative authority ..... 
State may contract debts above limit to repel .... 
Suspension of habeas corpus allowed 


Investment 
Public pension and retirement funds 
School funds ............................... 


Irrigation 

Use of waters for, deemed public use ........... 
Jeopardy 

No person to be twice put in for same offense .... 


Joint senatorial or representative district 
Filling of vacancy 


Joint stock companies 
Combinations in restraint of trade forbidden ..... 
Liability of stockholders 
Term "corporation" includes .................. 


Journal 
Each house to keep 
Entry of ayes and noes 
On demand of one-sixth 
On introduction of bills later than ten days be- 
fore close of session 
On nominations of officers for state institutions 
On passage of bill 
On passage of emergency clause (Stricken by 
Amendment 7) ........................ 
On proposed constitutional amendments 
Publication of, except portions requiring secrecy .. 
Votes 
On elections by legislature entered ........... 
On removal of judges, etc., entered 


Judge pro tempore 
In superior court, provision for ................ 
Temporary judicial duties in supreme court 


Judges 
Absence from state vacates office .............. 
Except where governor extends leave of absence 
Not to charge juries as to matters of fact 
But to declare the law ..................... 
Practice of law prohibited 
Removal by supreme court 
Removal from office by legislature ............. 
Retirement ........... жишей. Раа ee eee 
Retirement by supreme court 
Salaries may be increased .................... 
Salaries payable quarterly .................... 
(See Judges of court of appeals; Judges pro tem- 
pore; Judges of superior court; Judges of su- 
preme court) 


Judges of court of appeals ...................... 


Judges of superior court 
Court commissioners, appointment of 
Decisions within ninety days after submission .... 
Disqualified unless admitted to practice in state .. 
Each judge invested with powers of all 

May sit in any county 
“სას ОЁ 715, оао лын Yd Vine ere 

First election 
Ineligible to other than judicial office ........... 
Not to charge juries as to matters of fact 

But to declare the law ..................... 
Oath of office prescribed for .................. 
Other superior court, duties in 
Practice of law prohibited .................... 
Pro tempore judge 
Recall, judges not subject to .................. 
Removal by supreme court 
Report defects in law to supreme court 
Retirement 
Rules of court, shall establish 
Salaries and apportionment of 


Art. Sec. 
2 42 
8 2 
] 13 
29 1 
9 3 
16 5 
21 1 
1 9 
2 15 
12 22 
12 11 
12 5 
2 11 
2 21 
2 36 
13 1 
2 22 
2 31 
23 1 
2 11 
2 27 
4 9 
ტ პ(2)7 
4 2(a) 
4 8 
4 8 
4 16 
4 16 
4 ]9 
4 31 
4 9 
4 З(а) 
4 31 
30 1 
4 14 
4 30 
4 23 
4 20 
4 17 
4 5 
4 5 
4 5,29 
27 12 
4 15 
4 I6 
4 16 
4 28 
4 2(а) 
4 19 
4 (a),7 
1 33,34 
4 31 
4 25 
4 3(a) 
4 4 
4 13,14 
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Judges of superior court—cont. Art. Sec. Juror—cont. Art. Sec. 
Increase in salary ......................... 30 I Religious beliefs not grounds of incompetency ... | N 
Sessions of court may be held in any county on Jury 
TOQUESE парна expe Lega 4 7 Charging, duty of judge ..................... 4 16 
Supreme court duty, performance upon request 4  2(a) Criminal action, right of accused in ............ 1 22 
Term of office and when begins ............... 4 5 Eminent domain proceedings ................. 1 16 
Temporary judicial duties .................... 4 Ха) Number in courts not of record ............... 1 21 
Writs may be issued by ...................... 4 6 Right of trial by remains inviolate ............. 1 21 
(See Judges; Superior court) Waiver in civil cases may be had ............ 1 21 
Judges of supreme court Verdict by less than twelve may be authorized ... ] 21 
Chief justice, how determined ................. 3 (See Grand jury; Juror) 
Clerk to be appointed by ..................... 22 Justice 
Disqualified, unless admitted to practice in state 17 Administration must be open and without delay .. 1 10 


იასეს сь оч а я Ман М 
Ineligible to other than judicial office ........... 
Issuance of writs authorized .................. 
Oath of office prescribed ..................... 
Practice of law prohibited .................... 
Recall, judges not subject to .................. 


4 

4 

4 

4 ა 
4 Justice of peace 
4 

4 

4 

I 

Removal by supreme court ................... 4 31 

4 

4 

4 

4 

0 

4 

4 

4 


Appeal lies to superior court .................. 
Cannot be made court of record ............... 
Duties to be prescribed by legislature .......... 
Fees prohibited, when ....................... 
Jurisdiction, legislature to determine ........... 

Not to trench on courts of record ............ 
Number, legislature to determine .............. 
Police justice in cities may be chosen from ...... 


Reporter, appointment of .................... 
Reports of defects in laws to governor .......... 
Retirement. -აა'_––””""'"'""" 


C- > > > > >>> һ 
C 


Salaries and payment ....................... 13,14 "a ease ИОТ cist de ERIS ETIN UU 3 P 
T Incrense e salary Ра SE HM 3 | Unsalaried, excepted from prohibition against 
emporary judicial duties, power to authorize 2(a) compensation by fees 4 13 
ათ a A REN она | Vacancy in office, how filled .................. и 6 
Dele пород a Vested with judicial power ................... 4 1 
(See Judges; Supreme court) (See Judicial officers) 
Judgment . : Land commissioner(See Commissioner of public 
Belonging to territory inures to state ........... 27 4 lands) 
Extent of, on impeachment ................... 5 2 
Of one judge of superior court to be of same force Lands . TM р 
“ა iore us ER SR rA pP 4 5 Alien ownership prohibited, exceptions (Repealed 
Of superior court to be given within ninety days by Amendment 42) --–.“”'” 2 33 
after submission, except ................... 4 20 Granted lands, restrictions on sale ............. 16 1 
Judicial administration For educational purposes, sale of ............ 16 2,3 
Must be злої 1 10 Plat of state lands in cities required before sale .. 16 4 
ue Open ana ое ВУ 1. еа NT Limit on amount offered in one parcel ........ 16 4 
Temporary performance of judicial duties ....... 4  2(a) Quantity of state land that may be sold in one 
Judicial decisions parcel. гез cieli sie ONE ДОР 16 4 
Of Supreme court . > Reclamation, public use in taking Гог........... 1 16 
All decisions to be in writing and grounds Restrictions on selling school lands ............ 16 23 
––-–-__--_-_-____ 4 2 Settlement, public use in taking property for .... 1 16 
Concurrence by majority of court necessary ... 4 2 Taxation “ა-ს '' 7 
Publication required ...................... 4 21 Of Indians lands ......................... 26 2 
Free to anyone ..... –' 4 21 Of lands of nonresidents ................... 26 2 
Reporter for, to be appointed ............... 4 18 Of United States, none to be imposed ........ 26 2 
Judicial officers Timber and stone on state lands may be sold, how 16 3 
Absence forfeits office, when .................. 4 8 Law of the land 
Compensation by fees prohibited, except ........ 4 13 Constitution of United States is supreme ........ 1 2 
Impeachment, liable to, exceptions ............. 5 2 Laws 
სოს. пару НЯ eH e nnne 1 28 Bills of attainder prohibited .................. 1 23 
–<_____ 33,34 Corporations, statutory regulations may be 
Removal by legislature ...................... 4 9 amended ог гереаіей ..................... 12 1 
Removal by supreme court ................... 4 31 Defects and omissions to be reported annually 4 25 
(See Court commissioners; Judges; Judges of su- Effective date 
preme and superior courts; Justice of peace) (Stricken by Amendment 7) ................ 2 31 
Judicial power (Superseded by Amendment 26) ............ 2 l(c) 
Vested in what courts ....................... 4 1 (Amendment 26) ......................... 2 41 
Judicial qualifications commission ................ 4 31 Епасііпр clause ............................ T 
бі А i Initiative measure ........................ 
Judicial question ამრ 
Public use in eminent domain ................. 1 16 Ex post facto, prohibited, лн გარა რელი yr RUM ER рус 
NAM Governor's approval, presentation for ........... 3 12 
Jurisdiction Passage over veto ......................... 3 12 
Court of appeals . Beet ie 4 30 Without approval, how becomes effective ..... 3 12 
Inferior courts, legislature to prescribe ......... 4 12 Impairing obligation of contracts prohibited ..... 1 23 
Justice of peace, as legislature may fix .......... 4 10 Initiative measures (See Initiative and 
Not to trench on courts of record ............ 4 10 referendum) 
Of offenses committed on public conveyances .... 1 22 Legislative enactments to be by bill ............ 2 18 
Superior court ............................. 4 6 Requisites on final passage of bill ............ 2 2 
Supreme court ............................. 4 4 Special legislation prohibited in certain cases .... 2 28 
United States over reserved lands .............. 25 1 State debt authorized for some single work, con- 
(See Criminal action) ditions eo en Ha ute did 8 3 
Juror Territorial, to remain in force until altered, except 27 2 
Number necessary for verdict ................. ] 21 (See Acts; Bill; Statutes) 
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Index Constitution of the State of Washington 


Lease 
Of corporate franchise not to relieve from liability 
Of harbor areas for building wharves, limitations 
State building authority, Бу .................. 


Legal holiday 
Superior courts not open ..................... 
Writs that may be issued and served on ......... 


Legislature 
COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION 
Absentees, less than a quorum may compel 
their attendance ....................... 
Adjournment, restrictions on ................ 
Apportionment of members ...............-: 
Reapportionment after each census ........ 
Authority generally ....................... 
Bribery of members, how punished .......... 
ითი '.ხსთ?;””“:'"""შ ჰ,ირM!|! 
Compensation and mileage of members (Par- 
tially repealed by Amendments 20 and 54) 
Consists of senate and house of representatives 
Constitution, departure from during emergency 
due to enemy attack ................... 
Contempts punishable by each house ......... 
Convening in extra session at call of governor .. 
Convening in extra session by legislature ...... 
Corrupt solicitation of members ............. 
Disorderly behavior punishable by each house 
Election of members, each house judge of ..... 
Eligible to membership, who аге ............ 
Expulsion of member requires two-thirds vote . 
Journal, each house to keep and publish ...... 
Members 
From what civil offices excluded ........... 
Not liable for words spoken in debate ...... 
Private interest in bill to be disclosed ....... 
Privilege 
From arrest, except ................... 
From civil process, when ............... 
Number of members ...................... 


_______–___--__- 
Officers 
Each house to elect its own ............... 
Federal and foreign, ineligible to membership 
Quorum, majority to constitute .............. 
Reapportionment after each census .......... 
Records, secretary of state to keep ........... 
Redistricting: zl eed ides eee ee 
Rules of proceedings, each house to determine . 
Sessions 
Must be open, exceptions ................ 
Regular 3 22р оне de 
Special, oes can ie SS abo Vike Peat ee ea tie 
Time of meeting ........................ 
Vacancies, how filled ...................... 
Vote on elections to be viva voce ............ 


D] 
DUTIES 

Accountability of county and local officers to be 
provided for .......................... 
Accounting for state receipts and expenditures 
to be prescribed ....................... 
Appropriation for expenses of constitutional 
convention to be made .................. 
Bureau of statistics to be established ......... 


vided s vni Lim S ULM ao a ER 
Classification of counties, for purpose of pre- 

scribing compensation .................. 
Combinations affecting prices, etc., punishment 

to be provided ........................ 
Commissioner of public lands, duties and com- 

pensation to be provided ................ 
Compensation 
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Art. Sec. 


8 
2 
9 


19 
34 


22 


23 


Legislature—cont. 


Of county and local officers to be regulated 
Of officers, change during term (See 
Salaries) 
Congressional districts, state to be divided into 
(Repealed by Amendment 74) ........... 
Contested elections of state officers to be de- 
cided by. ioo ole იდა te RIS aS 
Convict labor to be provided for ............. 
County government, system of, to be estab- 
Iს თ" ""”""""""' 
Court of appeals, as 10 .................... 
Divorces not to be granted by ............... 
Drugs and medicines, sale to be regulated ..... 
Elections 
Certificates of, to be given certain state offi- 
В и Ля 
Election of necessary county officers, duty to 
provide for ......................... 
President, voting for, implementation ....... 
Qualifications of voters to be regulated 
(Amended by Amendment 63) ......... 
Employees in dangerous employments to be 
protected by law ....................... 
Governmental continuity during emergency pe- 
riods, to provide for .................... 
Harbor lines, commission to establish, to be ap- 
pointed eoi oe gle Sete ee 
Health, board of, to be established ........... 
Homesteads to be protected from forced sale 
Initiative measures (See Initiative and 
referendum) 
Judicial qualifications commissioners, terms and 
compensation to be provided ............. 
Justice of peace, number, powers and duties to 
be prescribed ......................... 
Lease of harbor areas Гог wharves to be рго- 
ს deni LEES II 
Medicine and surgery, practice of, to be regu- 
lated но они a реє Seles 
Militia, organization and discipline to be рго- 
vided for ааа ана) 
Officers of counties, townships, precincts, and 
districts 
Duties, elections, and terms of office to be 
prescribed) 2.5.2 rogi rirse Ex 
Classification of counties by population in 
enumerating duties of county officers .... 
Officers not provided for in Constitution, legis- 
lature to provide for election and terms .... 
Passes 
Grant of to public officers to be prevented ... 
Use by public officers to be prohibited ...... 
Port district promotional activities ........... 
Private interest in bill, members to declare .... 
Public arms, safekeeping and protection re- 
quired а ра аар АЕА АС 
Public school system to be established ........ 
Publication of opinions of supreme court to be 
provided for .......................... 
Recall of public officers (See Recall of officers) 
Redistricting plan and commission ........... 
Referendum (See Initiative and referendum) 
Registration law to be enacted .............. 
Salaries of county officers and certain consta- 
bles to be fixed ........................ 
Sale of school and university lands, confirma- 
tion to be made ....................... 


Seat of government, choice of location to be 
provided for .......................... 
Soldiers’ home, maintenance to be provided 
Suits against state, manner of bringing, to be 
directed. порами З 
Тахайоп 


35 


42 


21 


43 
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Legislature—cont. 


Corporate property to be under general law 
(Stricken by Amendment 14) 
Deficiencies and expenses to be met by 
Exemption of limited amount of personalty .. 
Retired persons exemption, implementation . . 
Uniform on same class of property ......... 
Telegraph and telephone regulations to be pro- 
vided 
Vital statistics, bureau of, to be established .... 
Voting, method to be provided by 


ENACTMENT OF LAWS 


Act, how revised or amended 
Amendment of bill ........................ 
Bill to contain but one subject 
Emergency, national--Government continuity 
authorizing special legislation 
Enacting clause 
Initiative and referendum measures (See Initia- 
tive and referendum) 
Laws to be enacted by bill 
Take effect, when (Stricken by Amendment 
Ту а ERES 
Presiding officer of each house to sign bills .... 
Rules for signing bills may be prescribed ...... 
Style of laws ...... "ს! 
Title of bill to disclose object 
Veto of bill, and passage over ............... 
When bills must be introduced, exceptions 
Yeas and nays, entry on journal required, when 


POWERS 


Abolition of certain state offices permitted 
Appropriation of public funds 
Appropriations) 
Banking corporations, power to limit liability of 
Chaplain for penal and reformatory institutions 
may be employed 
Charters of corporations cannot be extended ... 
Clerk of supreme court, election may be pro- 
vided for 
Constitution 
Amendment may be proposed in either house 
Departure from during emergency due to en- 
emy attack 
Revision, convention for may be agreed on .. 
Corporate property and franchises may be 
taken for public use 
Corporations, regulation of 
Courts of record, power to establish 
Divorces not to be granted by ............... 
Duties of county officer, power to prescribe .... 
Elective franchise may be granted to women in 
school elections (Stricken by Amendment 5) 
Emergency, authorizing special powers during 
periods of 
Exemptions from taxation, power to provide 
(See Taxation) 
Extra compensation to officers for past services 
prohibited 
Fees of county officers, power to provide ac- 
countability for ........................ 
Forfeitures of corporate franchises may be de- 
clared for unlawful combinations 
Remission of, prohibited 
Harbor areas, building on, may be provided for 
by general law 
Inferior courts 
May be provided 
Powers of, shall be prescribed ............. 
Irrevocable privilege or franchise, power to 
grant denied 
Jury, number for panel and for verdict may be 
fixed at less than twelve ................. 
Lotteries, may authorize by 6096 vote 
Municipal corporations may be vested with 
power to make local improvements ........ 


(See. 


(1985 Ed.) 


Index to State Constitution 


Art. Sec. 
7 3 
7 8 
7 1 
7 10 
7 1 
12 19 
20 1 
6 6 
2 37 
2 38 
2 19 
2 42 
2 18 
2 18 
2 31 
2 32 
2 32 
2 18 
2 19 
3 12 
2 36 
2 2122 
3 25 
12 11 
1 11 
12 3 
4 22 
23 1 
2 42 
23 2 
12 10 
12 1 
4 11 
2 24 
11 5 
6 2 
2 42 
2 25 
11 5 
12 22 
12 3 
15 2 
4 1 
4 12 
1 8 
1 21 
2 24 
7 9 


Legislature— cont. 


Nonrecourse revenue bonds, authorization ..... 
Number of judges of supreme court may be in- 
creased 
Private or special laws prohibited 
Public corporations not to be created by special 
ე–----- eaa 
Public funds, power to provide for accounting 
as to 
Railroad commission may be established ...... 
Rates for freights and passengers 
Discrimination may be prevented 
Maximum, may be established 
Removal of judges, attorney general, and pros- 
ecuting attorneys 
Reservation of power in people (See Initiative 
and referendum) 
Retirement age of judges, power to fix, limita- 
tions 
Salaries of judges may be increased 
Salaries of state officers (See Salaries) 
School fund (common) may be enlarged 
Seat of government cannot be changed by ..... 
Senate and house of representatives, legislative 
authority vested in 
Separate departments of supreme court may be 
provided 
Sex equality, power to enforce 
Sheriff, providing for election of ............. 
Special sessions 
State building authority may be provided 
Supreme court judges, number may be in- 
creased 
Taxation 
Corporate authorities may be vested with 
power by general laws 
Exemption of limited personal property 
Levy to meet fiscal deficiencies 
Local cannot be imposed by 
Special assessment for local improvements, 
power may be vested in corporate author- 
ities 
Terms of county officers, powers to prescribe 
Vetoed bills, convening extraordinary session to 
reconsider 
Voters, authority to define manner of ascertain- 
ing qualifications (Amended by Amendment 
-–..“'წ 
(See House of representatives; Initiative and 
referendum; Senate) 


Liabilities 
Corporate, not relieved by alienation or lease of 


franchise 


Extinguishment by special legislation prohibited .. 


Territorial assumed by state 


Liberty 
Deprivation of without due process of law forbid- 


den 


Licentious acts 
Guarantee of freedom of conscience in matters of 


religious worship does not justify 


Lieutenant governor 


Acts as governor, when 
Deciding vote, in case of tie in senate 
Election of 


Impeachment of ............................ 


Office may be abolished by legislature 
Presiding officer of senate 


In absence, who presides 


Salary of (See Salaries) 


Succession to office of governor 


Term of office .............................. 


Life 


Deprivation of without due process of law prohib- 


ited 


Index 
Art. Sec. 
32 1 
4 2 
2 28 
11 10 
11 5 
12 18 
12 18 
12 18 
4 9 
4 3(a) 
4 14 
9 3 
14 1 
2 1 
4 2 
31 1,2 
11 5 
2 12 
8 9 
4 2 
11 12 
7 1 
7 8 
11 12 
9 
11 5 
3 12 
6 1 
12 8 
2 28(10) 
26 3 
1 3 
1 11 
3 10 
2 10 
3 1 
5 1,2 
3 25 
3 16 
2 10 
3 10 
3 3 
1 3 
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Index 


Limitation of actions 
Special legislation prohibited 
Limitation on Іеуіеѕ ............................ 


Limiting production 
Combination for, prohibited 


Literacy 
Qualification of voters (Amended by Amendment 
_-__-3____ d 
Loans 
Prohibition against loan of school fund to private 
persons or corporations (Amended by Amend- 
ment 44) ires vo amer eds 
State may borrow to meet debts ............... 


Local improvements 
Authority of cities to levy special taxes for ...... 
Local officers 
Eligible to legislature ........................ 
Lotteries 
Prohibited, except 
Majority 
Necessary in impeachment ................... 
Passage of bills requires 
Petition for division of county requires .......... 
Quorum of each house constituted by 
Special act to declare a person of age prohibited 


Malfeasance 
Officers liable to impeachment for ............. 
Recall.für xxn e ee eee 
Removal by law, if not subject to impeachment .. 

Mandamus 
Original and appellate jurisdiction of supreme 

COUR аа bch нш რ სათა S Bre oes სათ 
Original jurisdiction of superior court 


Mandatory 
Constitutional provisions are .................. 
Manufacturing purposes 
Use of waters for, deemed public use ........... 
Medicine 
Practice and sale, legislature to regulate 
Men 
Equal rights and responsibility ................ 
Messages : 
Governor to communicate with legislature by .... 
Mileage 
Members of legislature entitled to (Partially re- 
pealed by Amendment 20) 
Military 
Duty not to be required on election day, except 
Not to interfere with elections 
Subordinate to civil power .................... 
(See Army; Militia) 
Militia 
Citizens subject to duty in .................... 
სეი. ა-ს" 
Exemption to persons having conscientious scru- 
ples тзлш Ый ль ера ина 
Governor to be commander-in-chief ........... 
Governor's power to call forth 
Members entitled to admission to soldiers’ home, 
ა-ალდ”ინ”””'"''''"!"'" tenes 
Officer of 
Election and appointment .................. 
Eligible to legislature, when 
Organization and discipline ................... 
Privilege from arrest, when ................... 
(See Arms; Army; Military) 
Mines 
Protection of employees, laws to be passed 
Yield tax or ad valorem tax authorized ......... 
Mining purposes 
Use of water for, deemed public use 
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Art. Sec. 
2 28(17) 
7 2 
12 22 
6 1 
16 5 
8 1 
7 9 
2 14 
2 24 
5 1 
2 22 
11 3 
2 8 
2 28(11) 
5 2 
1 33,34 
5 3 
4 4 
4 6 
1 29 
21 1 
20 2 
31 1,2 
3 6 
2 23 
6 5 
] 19 
] 18 
10 1 
10 1 
10 6 
3 8 
10 2 
10 3 
10 2 
2 14 
10 2 
10 5 
2 35 
7 1 
21 1 


Constitution of the State of Washington 


Art. Sec. 
Minors 
Property of, not to be affected by special laws ... 2 28(4)(11) 
(See Children; Majority) 
Misdemeanors 
Original jurisdiction of superior court .......... 4 6 
Money 
Corporations etc. not to issue anything but lawful 
money of United States ................... 12 11 
Disbursement from state treasury .............. 8 4 
Public officers to deposit with treasurer ......... 1) 15 
State Taxes payable іп ...................... 7 6 
Using public money by officer a felony ......... 11 14 
(See Public money) 
Monopolies 
Forbidden: они на ea eet nee ЕЗ 12 22 
Forfeiture of franchise and property may be de- 
ი ооо В Кн» 12 22 
Penalties to be provided bylaw ............... 12 22 
Motor vehicles 
License fees and excise taxes to be placed in spe- 
სა სს“ 2 40 
Municipal corporations 
Appropriation of right-of-way ................ 1 16 
Cities of 10,000 or over may frame own charter .. 10 
Combined city-county ....................... 1) 16 
Corporate stock or bonds not to be owned by .... 7 
Credit or money not to be loaned, exceptions .... 8 7 
Debts 
Expenditures for port district promotional ac- 
ასააააასეუ_-___-__-_-_ i 8 8 
Release by special law prohibited ............ 2 28(10) 
Improvements, power to make by special taxation 
or assessment ........................... 7 9 
Indebtedness, limitations оп .................. 8 6 
Local affairs controlled by ................... 11 11 
Organization to be under general laws .......... 11 10 
Police and sanitary regulations enforced by ...... П 11 
Private property not to be taken for debt of ..... 11 ІЗ 
Public money to be deposited with treasurer ..... И 15 
Salary of officers (Partially repealed by Amend- 
ment 54) са ool eI ple UE XS 11 8 
(Amendment 54) ......................... 30 1 
ა ასსა. “'''"- 27 9 
Special act to create or amend charter prohibited 2 28(8) 
Streets, power to extend over tide lands ......... 15 3 
Taxation 
Assessment and levy, power of .............. 7 9 
Exemption of municipal property from taxation 7 1 
Imposition for local purposes prohibited to leg- 
isláture: საა“ 11 12 
Local power to assess and levy, where ........ 11 12 
Term of officers not to be extended ............ 11 8 
Use of public money by official, a felony ........ и 14 
(See City; Municipal courts; Municipal fines; 
Towns and villages) 
Municipal courts 
Legislature may providefor .................. 4 1 
Municipal fines 
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court ......... 4 4 
Original jurisdiction of superior court .......... 4 6 
Municipal indebtedness 
Limitations and restrictions on ................ 8 6 
(See City; Towns and villages) 
Names 
Change of, by special legislation prohibited ...... 2 28(1) 
Naturalization 
Power of, vested in superior court ............. 4 6 
Navigable waters 
Harbor lines, commission to be established to lo- 
Cale. უ-.ლ60ზ 15 1 
Ownership of state in beds and shores asserted ... 17 1 
(1985 Ed.) 


New county 
Formation by special act not prohibited ......... 
Restrictions on ............................. 
Nonjudicial days 
Certain writs may be issued and served on 
Superior courts not open on 
Supreme court need not beopen on ............ 
Nonrecourse revenue bonds 
Industrial development projects 
Nonresidents 
Taxation of lands of citizens of United States .... 
Normal schools 
Included in public school system 
Nuisance, action to abate 
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court ......... 
Original jurisdiction of superior court 
Oath of office 
Prescribed for judges ........................ 
Recall for violation of ....................... 
Oaths 
Mode of administering 
Of judges 
Of senators in impeachment trials 
Obligation of contracts 
Not to be impaired by legislation .............. 
Offenses 
Bailable, except 
Existing, to be prosecuted in name of state ...... 
Impeachment of public officers for ............. 
Jeopardy, twice in, for same offense, forbidden ... 
Prosecution by information or indictment 
Rights of accused ........................... 
Trial by jury, right of 
Office 
Acceptance of, under United States or foreign 
power vacates seat in legislature, exceptions .. 
Bribery, a disqualification for ................. 
Disqualification of legislators for certain civil offi- 
COS Dus лр Gea ი и 
Ineligibility for legislature of persons holding cer- 
tain offices 
Judge, open to whom ........................ 
Legislature may abolish certain offices .......... 
Religious qualification not to be required 
Removal of judges, etc. by joint resolution of leg- 
islature 
Vacancy in, how filled ....................... 
(See Officers) 
Officers 
Abolition of certain state offices authorized ...... 
Accountability for fees and money collected 
Compensation, change during term 
Compensation) 
Corrupt solicitation of, prohibited 
County officer ineligible for more than two terms 
(Repealed by Amendment 22) 
County, township, precinct and district election 
and compensation to be regulated by legisla- 
{шг@ EP 
Election of 
First, under Constitution ................... 
When no provision in Constitution ........... 
Extra compensation prohibited ................ 
Guilty of felony, when uses public money 
Impeachment of ............................ 
Legislative, each house to elect ................ 
Local, may be members of legislature 
Militia 
Appointment or election of ................. 
Without salary eligible to legislature ......... 
Passes, use or acceptance by, forbidden ......... 
Public moneys to be deposited with treasurer .... 
Recall (See Recall of officers) 


(1985 Ed.) 


Index to State Constitution 


Art. Sec. 
2 28(18) 
11 3 
4 6 
4 6 
4 2 
32 1 
26 2 
9 2 
4 4 
ტ 6 
4 28 
] 33,4 
1 6 
4 28 
5 1 
1 23 
1 20 
27 5 
5 2 
1 9 
1 25 
1 22 
1 21 
2 14 
2 30 
2 13 
2 14 
4 15,17 
3 25 
] В 
4 9 
3 13 
3 25 
11 5 
2 30 
11 7 
11 5 
27 7 
27 11 
2 25 
11 14 
5 2 
2 10 
2 14 
10 2 
2 14 
2 39 
1) 15 


Officers—cont. 
Removable by law, when not impeachable ....... 
Salary, change, during term (See Salaries) 
Territorial and United States, how long to hold .. 
Transportation passes 
Issuance to, prohibited ..................... 
Use of, prohibited 
Trustees of state institutions, appointment ....... 
(See Appointment; County officers; District offi- 
cers; Governor; Lieutenant governor; Precinct 
officers; Recall of officers; Salaries; State offi- 
cers; Term of office) 


Official acts 
Validation by special laws prohibited ........... 


Omissions 
In laws, annual report by judges ............... 


Open space lands 
Taxation based on actual use 
Opinions 
Of supreme court, publication 
Original jurisdiction 
Superior court 
Supreme court 


Ownership of lands 
Prohibited to aliens, except (Repealed by Amend- 
ment 42) ликин Ке Piva an been eed we Га 


Pardoning power 
Governor vested with, subject to restrictions ..... 
Report to legislature of pardons granted 


Partnership(See Copartnerships) 


Pass 
Grant of, to public officers, prohibited .......... 
Use of, by public officers, prohibited 

Passenger tariffs 
Abuses and extortions to be prohibited 
Regulation by legislature authorized 


Penal institutions 
State support 

Penalties 
Accrued to territory, inure to state ............. 
Incurred, not affected by change in government .. 
Remission by special act prohibited ............ 
Violation of provisions against monopolies ....... 


Penitentiary 
Chaplain, right to employ .................... 


Pension funds, public 
Investment of ........... eee 


People 

Political power inherent in 
Public lands held in trust for 
Reservation of powers by 

Right 
Of petition and peaceful assemblage 
То religious liberty ........................ 
To security in home ....................... 
Rights retained not affected by grants in Consti- 
tution 
Toleration of religious sentiment secured to 


Permanent school fund 
ყIვსი სეითი” ее cee cece ЖАИЫ 


(See Common school fund; Common school con- 
struction fund; School fund) 


Personal property 
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court ......... 
Power of legislature to exempt from taxation, lim- 
itations 


Persons 
Convicted of infamous crimes, excluded from 
elective franchise 


Index 
Art. Sec. 
5 3 

27 644 

12 20 
2 39 
13. 1 

2 28(12) 
4 25 
7 11 
4 21 
4 6 
4 4 
2 33 
3 9 
3 11 
I2 20 
2 39 
12 18 
12 18 
13 1 
27 3 
27 5 

2 28(14) 
12 22 
іон 
29 1 
2 25 
11 
16 1 
2 1 
1 4 
1 11 
1 7 
1 30 
26 1 
9 3 
16 5 
4 4 
7 1 
12 7 
6 3 
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Index 


Persons—cont. 
School funds not to be loaned to (Amended by 
Amendment 44) ......................... 


Persons under disability 
Sale or mortgage of property forbidden to be 
authorized by special law 
Petition 
Right of, not to be abridged 
(See Initiative and referendum; Recall of officers) 


Police justice 
Justice of peace may be made ................. 


Police power 
Counties, cities, towns, townships may exercise ... 


Political power 
Inherent in people 
Pooling 
By common carriers prohibited (Repealed by 
Amendment 67) ......................... 
(See Combinations) 


Popular government(See Initiative and referendum) 


Population 
Classification of counties by 


Port districts 
Bonds, nonrecourse revenue for industrial devel- 
opment projects 
Excepted from levy limitation ................. 
Promotional activities 


Postmaster 
Eligible to legislature, when 


Powers 
Executive, vested in governor 
Initiative and referendum (See Initiative and 

referendum) 
Judicial, where vested 
Legislative 
During emergency periods caused by enemy at- 
“ს ააა ხთ”, 
Where vested 
Pardoning, where vested 


Precinct officers 
Election, duties, terms and compensation to be 
provided for by legislature ................. 
Official bonds unaffected by change in government 
Territorial, hold office until when .............. 
Vacancies, how filled 


President of senate 
Lieutenant governor shall be .................. 
Temporary presiding officer, when chosen 


Press 
Liberty of, secured .......................... 


Prices 
Combination to fix, prohibited 


Private affairs 
Disturbance of, prohibited .................... 


Private corporations(See Corporations) 


Private legislation 
Prohibited in enumerated cases ................ 
Private property 
Not to be taken for public debts ............... 
Taking for public or private use ............... 
(See Eminent domain) 
Privilege 
Irrevocable grant of, prohibited 
Legislative members not subject to arrest or civil 
process, when 
Militia not to be arrested, when ............... 
Voters privileged from arrest at election, except .. 
Privileges 
Equal to all citizens and corporations 
Hereditary, grant of, by state prohibited ........ 
Special, prohibited .......................... 
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Art. Sec. 
16 5 
2 28(4) 
1 4 
4 10 
Пп 1] 
1 1 
12 14 
11 5 
32 1 
7 2 
8 8 
2 14 
3 2 
4 1 
2 42 
2 1 
3 9 
11 5 
27 14 
27 14 
11 6 
3 16 
2 10 
1 5 
12 22 
1 7 
2 28 
11 13 
1 16 
1 8 
2 16 
10 5 
6 5 
1 12 
1 28 
] 12 


Constitution of the State of Washington 


Probate courts 
Transfer from territorial to superior court ....... 


Probate matters 
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court 
Original jurisdiction of superior court 
Transfer of jurisdiction from territorial probate 
ასა“ ое Shetty etn eg E 


Process 
Authority of superior court extends throughout 
state 
Legislators privileged from, when .............. 
State courts may have served on lands of United 
States 
ას“ ა-ა” 


Proclamation of president 
State Constitution to go into effect upon 


Prohibition 
Appellate and revisory jurisdiction of supreme 
COUP ое ДА ЫЗАР CPUS 
Original jurisdiction of superior court 
Sale of liquors, separate article (rejected) 
Writs of, may be issued and served on nonjudicial 
days асе E E Sees 


Property 
Corporate, subject to eminent domain 
Deprivation without due process of law prohibited 
Private, not to be taken to pay public debts ...... 
Taking for private use prohibited, exceptions 
Territorial, to vest in state 
(See Personal property; Taxation) 


Prosecuting attorney 
Election, duties, term, compensation, legislature to 
provide for 
Removal from office by legislature ............. 


Prosecutions 
Commenced before statehood, how conducted .... 
Conducted in name of state 
May be by information or indictment 
Unaffected by change in government ........... 
(See Criminal actions) 


Protection 
Life, liberty and property entitled to 
Persons engaged in dangerous employments, pro- 
““”"""""”უ””" 


Public arms 
Protection and safekeeping to be provided ....... 


Publication 
Amendments proposed to Constitution .......... 
Liberty of, guaranteed ....................... 
Of measures referred to the people ............. 
Opinions of supreme court 
Receipts and expenditures of public money ...... 


Public corporations(See Municipal corporations) 


Public debts 
Private property not to be taken in payment of ... 


Public employment 
Religious qualification not to be required 


Public funds 
Legislature to provide for accounting ........... 
Private use of by officers felonious 
(See Appropriations; Investments; Public pension 
funds; School funds) 


Public health 
Exception from power of referendum of bills af- 
„ფი"-ვლუღველელეღვერეუ–_–__-323" 
Laws regulating deleterious occupations to be 
passed: ооо аа eee s 
State board of, shall be created 


Art. Sec. 
27 10 
4 4 
4 6 
27 10 
4 6 
2 16 
25 1 
4 27 
27 1 
27 16 
4 4 
ტ 6 
27 17 
4 6 
12 10 
1 3 
11 13 
1 16 
27 4 
11 5 
4 9 
27 5 
4 27 
1 25 
27 5 
1 3 
2 35 
10 4 
10 4 
23 1 
1 5 
2 1(e) 
4 21 
7 7 
11 13 
1.11 
11 5 
11 14 
2 1(ხ) 
2 35 
20 1 
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Public indebtedness 

Municipal, limit of ვა"""""” 
State building authority 
State, limit оѓ... 

Exceptions 10 ............................ 
Territorial, assumed by state .................. 
(See City; County indebtedness; State indebted- 

ness; Towns and villages) 


Public institutions 
Exception from power of referendum of bills af- 
fecting. ноу pra ERI CRY ees 
State support 
Public lands 
Disclaimer by state of title to unappropriated .... 
Granted to state held in trust for people 
Sale only for full market value .............. 
Unappropriated to be subject to control of United 
States 
(See Commissioner of public lands; Granted 
lands; Lands; School lands) 


Public money 
Accountability of public officers ............... 
Appropriation for religious worship prohibited 
Deposit with treasurer required 
Statement of receipts and expenditures to be pub- 
lished annually .......................... 
Using or making a profit out of, a felony ........ 
(See Money) 
Public office 
Religious qualification not to be required 
Public officer 
Change of compensation during term (See 
Compensation) 
Religious qualifications, prohibition against ...... 
(See Officers) 


Public pension funds 
Investment Of -ა('“რს(სთსთ”თს“'''"''"' 


Public property 
Not to be applied to religious worship .......... 
Public safety 
Exception from power of referendum of bills af- 
fecting еа er Op RE SUPR weds 
Ground for suspension of habeas corpus 


Public schools 


Establishment and maintenance guaranteed 
Free from sectarian control ................... 


Open to all children of state .................. 


Superintendent of public instruction to have su- 
ისა «ie ОКЕ раз У о КЕ; 
System to be established by state .............. 
Including what ........................... 
(See Common schools; Education; High schools; 
Normal schools; Technical schools) 
Public use 
Of state waters ............................. 
Taking of private property for 
(See Eminent domain) 
Public utility districts 
Excepted from levy limitation ................. 


Punishment 
Bribery and corrupt solicitation, how punished ... 
Cruel, not to be inflicted ..................... 


Qualifications 
Judges of supreme and superior courts .......... 
Members of legislature 
Each house to be judge of .................. 
Religious, not to be required for public office 
State officers ............................... 
Voters, of (See Voter) 
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Index to State Constitution 


Art. Sec. 
8 6 
8 9 
8 1 
8 2,3 

26 3 
2 1 (b) 
13 1 
26 2 
16 1 
16 1 
26 2 
11 5 
] 11 
1) 15 
7 7 
1] 14 
1 11 
1 11 
29 1 
2 25 
] 11 
2 1(b) 
] 13 
26 4 
9 4 
26 4 
9 1 
26 4 
3 22 
9 2 
9 2 
21 1 
1 16 
7 2 
2 30 
1 14 
4 17 
2 7 
2 8 
] 11 
3 25 


Quo warranto 
Appellate and original jurisdiction of supreme 
სასას“ .””"”" "ს"! 


Quorum 
Legislature 
Majority of each house to constitute 
Less number may adjourn and compel atten- 
dance... უშ". ”“'”''"')"'' 


Race 
Discrimination in education on account of, pro- 
hibited ae ar ..-. hee bass 


Railroad and transportation commission 
May be established by legislature .............. 


Railroad companies 
Charges to any point not to exceed those to more 
distant station ........................... 
Combinations to regulate production or transpor- 
tation of commodities prohibited 
Sharing earnings forbidden (Repealed by 
Amendment 67) ....................... 
Commission to control may be established 
Common carriers, subject to legislative control ... 
Connection at state line with foreign railroads 
authorized ............. ი” 
Consolidation with competing lines prohibited 
Delay in receipt and transportation of connecting 
cars forbidden 
Discrimination 
Between telegraph companies forbidden 
In charges between persons and places prohib- 
ited = oi Sens eee алена არსით 
Excursion and commutation tickets may be 
granted голо анне 
Express companies to be allowed equal terms .... 
Extortion and discrimination in rates to be pre- 
Vented MCI E 
Grant of passes to public officers forbidden ...... 
Intersecting, crossing or connecting with other 
railroads authorized ...................... 
Maximum rates of fare and freight may be estab- 
lished by law 
Passes 
Acceptance and use by public officers unlawful 
Issuance of, prohibited ..................... 
Rolling stock subject to taxation and execution 
„ს ს“ ””'"'._:'' 
Telegraph and telephone companies to be allowed 
to use right-of-way ...................... 
Transfer of cars, when shall form connections for 
(See Common carriers) 


Railway cars 
Jurisdiction of public offense committed on ...... 


Ratification 
Constitutional amendments ................... 
Revision of Constitution 

Real property 
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court ......... 
Original jurisdiction of superior court 
Retired persons tax exemption 
Taxation based on actual use 


Rebellion or invasion 
Suspension of writ of habeas corpus ............ 
(See also Invasion and attack) 


Recall of officers 
Grounds for 
Legislature, duty to pass necessary laws to carry 

out recall provisions ...................... 
Officers subject to 
Percent of voters required for ................. 
Petition for, content and filing requirements ..... 
Special election on petition for ................ 


Index 


Art. Sec. 
4 4 
4 6 
2 8 
2 8 
4 2 
9 1 
12 18 
12 15 
12 22 
12 14 
12 18 
12 13 
12 13 
12 16 
12 13 
12 19 
12 15 
12 15 
12 21 
12 18 
12 20 
12 13 
12 18 
2 39 
12 20 
12 17 
12 19 
12 13 
1 22 
23 1 
23 3 
4 4 
4 6 
7 10 
7 11 
1 13 
] 33 
] 34 
1 33 
] 34 
] 33 
] 33 
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Index Constitution of the State of Washington 


Art. Sec. 
Receipts and expenditures 
Account of, to be published .................. 7 7 
Reclamation 
Taking property for is public изе .............. 1 16 
Recognizances 
Territorial inure to state ..................... 27 4 
Valid and unaffected by change in government ... 27 4 
Records 
Continuity of government in emergency periods 
due to enemy attack ..................... 2 42 
Of legislature and executive department, secretary 
of state їо keep .......................... 3 17 
Of state officers to be kept at capital ........... 3 24 
Of territorial courts, transferred to superior courts 27 8 
Redistricting 
COMMISSIONE ааа в реа Уа 2 43 
Legislature's approval ....................... 2 43 
„"“ას“”''”''!””' 2 43 
Referendum(See Initiative and referendum) 
Reforestation 
Yield tax or ad valorem tax authorized ......... 7 1 
Regents 
Appointment for state institutions ............. 13 1 
Registration law 
Compliance with by elector necessary .......... 6 7 
Enactment by legislature required, when ........ 6 7 
Power of legislature to provide for punishment for 
illegal registration (Amended by Amendment 
63), tube crine io Lied ber ue tn 6 1 
Release of debt or obligation 
Special legislation prohibited ................. 2 28(10) 
Religion 


Appropriations of public funds for religious pur- 

poses prohibited ......................... 
Chaplain of state penitentiary, right to employ ... 
Freedom of conscience guaranteed ............. 
Juror not incompetent because of .............. 
No person to be molested on account of ........ 


Public office, religious qualification prohibited 
Toleration in, secured ....................... 
Witness not incompetent because of ............ 


N N 
- о-о m m o o 


Removal from office 


Ітреасһтепї .............................. 5 1 
Joint resolution of legislature for removal ....... 4 9 
Officers liable to impeachment ................ 5 2 
Officers not liable to impeachment, how removed 5 3 
Of governor, who to act ...................... 3 10 
(See Recall of officers) 
Reporter of supreme court ...................... 4 18 
Reports 
Decisions of supreme court ................... 4 21 
Defects and omissions іп the laws .............. 4 25 
Representative districts 
Apportionment among counties ............... 2 2 
Vacancies, how filled ........................ 2 IS 
Representatives 
Apportionment among counties ............... 22 2 
Compensation and mileage ................... 2 23 
28 1 
Election of. o სასა на e RS 2 4,5 
ს .--”“”“”'“”"!"' se 2 2 
Privilege 
From arrest, except ....................... 2 16 
From civil process, when ................... 2 16 
Qualifications of ............................ 2 7 
Reapportionment after each census ............ 2 43 
Term of office... io ec poto ВО ОВ 2 4,5 
Vacancy in office, how filled .................. 2 15 


(See House of representatives; Recall of officers) 
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Reprieves 
Report of, by governor to legislature ........... 

Residence 
Not affected by certain absences, for purposes of 
voting and eligibility to office .............. 
Qualifications for voters ..................... 
Retired persons tax exemption for ............. 
State officers, where ......................... 


Residential energy conservation 
Loan of credit ............................. 


Retirement 
Funds, investment of ........................ 
Judges of supreme, superior courts ............. 
Public officers, increase in pension not extra com- 
pensation ................. აა” 
Retired persons tax exemption ................ 
Revenue and taxation 
Corporate property subject same as individual 
(Stricken by Amendment 14) .............. 
Exemptions from taxation (See Taxation) 
Retired persons property tax exemption ......... 
Uniform and equal rate required .............. 
(See Taxation) 
Review, writ of 
Appellate and revisory jurisdiction of supreme 
COUTE. Lis вано LAS RON нь ა.” 
Original jurisdiction of superior court .......... 


Revision of Constitution 

Convention for –.““V”” ო5"''','"" 
Right of petition 

Not to be abridged ......................... 
Right-of-way 

Appropriation of property for ................. 

(See Eminent domain) 


Right to assemble 
Not to be abridged ......................... 


Right to bear arms 
Not to be impaired ......................... 
Restriction on employment of armed men by pri- 
Vale persons: >. fc rss entr tele en E 
Rights 
Declaration of ............................. 
Enumerated, not to affect others retained ....... 
Not affected by change in government .......... 
Reservation of rights in people (See Initiative and 
referendum) 


Road district 
Vacancy in office, how filled .................. 


Roads(See Highways; State roads; Streets and 
roads) 


Rolling stock 
Personal property, subject to taxation and execu- 
ა“ –>''“-'''' 


Rules of court 
Assignment of business of superior court under 
Court of appeals, governing .................. 
Judges of superior courts to establish ........... 
Rules of proceedings 
Each house to determine ..................... 
Salaries 


Change in, during term of public officer (Partially 
repealed by Amendment 54) ............... 


(Amendment 54) ......................... 
Clerk of supreme court ...................... 
County, township, precinct and district officers ... 
Judges of supreme and superior courts .......... 
Justice of peace in certain cities ............... 


> > > 


wn 
Phe ღი ა Бом 
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Salaries—cont. 

Reporter of supreme court 
State officers (Amendment 20) ................ 
Attorney general (Partially repealed by 
Amendment 20) ....................... 
Auditor (Partially repealed by Amendment 20) 
Commissioner of public lands ............... 
Governor (Partially repealed by Amendment 
სსასრრ”""'' Ан 
Legislature, members of 
Lieutenant governor (Partially repealed by 
Amendment 20) ....................... 
Secretary of state (Partially repealed by 
Amendment 20) ....................... 
Superintendent of public instruction (Partially 
repealed by Amendment 20) ............. 
Treasurer (Partially repealed by Amendment 
ა“ს“–"'"'"'''''''"' 


Sanitary regulations 
County, city and town may enforce 


School district 
Exemption of property from taxation ........... 
Indebtedness, limitations on 
School elections 
Women may be permitted to vote (Stricken by 
Amendment 5) .......................... 
School fund 
Applied exclusively to common schools 
Apportionment by special act forbidden 
Bonds, investment in (Amendment 1) 
Enlargement of 
Interest to be applied to current expenses 
Investment 
Loans to private persons or corporations forbidden 
(Amended by Amendment 44) ............. 
Losses from, assumed by state 
Sources from which derived 
(See Common school construction fund; Common 
school fund; Permanent school fund) 


School lands 
Sale, manner of ............................ 


Schools 
Maintained by public funds to be free from sec- 
tarian control 
Public school system, what included in 
(See Common schools; Education; High schools; 
Normal schools; Public schools) 


Seal 
Commissions to be sealed 
Of state, design of .......................... 
Custodian, secretary of state to be ........... 
Of superior courts, design of .................. 
Of territorial court, county and municipal officers, 
to be seals under state .................... 


Seat of government 

Continuity of government in emergency periods 

due to enemy attack 
Documents, storage ......................... 
Election for, under territorial law .............. 
Form of ballot 
Location, how determined .................... 
Officers residence ........................... 
Permanent location, how changed 
Provision for determination if no choice at first 

election სას” чен ачылмый ы ы Ree Ss 


Secrecy 
In legislative proceedings ..................... 
Of ballot, to be secured at elections ............ 
Secretary of state 
Attests commissions issued by state ............ 
Bureau of statistics, etc., to be established in office 


Delivery of election returns for executive officers . 
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Index to State Constitution 


Art. Sec. 
4 18 
28 1 
3 21 
3 20 
3 23 
3 14 
2 23 
3 16 
3 17 
3 22 
3 19 
П 11 
7 1 
8 6 
6 2 
9 2 
2 28(7) 
9 3 
9 3 
16 5 
16 5 
9 5 
9 3 
16 2-4 
9 4 
9 2 
3 15 
18 1 
3 18 
27 9 
27 8,9 
2 42 
3 24 
27 15 
27 18 
14 1 
3 24 
14 2 
14 1 
14 1 
2 11 
6 
3 15 
2 34 
3 4 


Secretary of state—cont. 
ს шын нека АРЫК РЕК З 
Election of 
Initiative measures, filing petitions ............. 
Records to be kept at seat of government 
Referendum petition filed with 
Residence to be maintained at seat of government 
Salary (See Salaries) 
Seal of state to be kept by 
Submitting measures to the people pending enact- 
ment of specific legislation respecting initiative 
and referendum 
Succession to office of governor 
Term of office. оао: rie LI 


Sectarian control 
Public schools to be free from ................. 


Security 
Of individual rights, what is essential 
Of person in private affairs and home 


Senate 
Consent to certain appointments by governor .... 
Impeachments tried by 

Conviction requires two-thirds vote .......... 
Legislative authority vested in 
Number of senators ......................... 
Presiding officer in absence of lieutenant governor 
Quorum, majority to constitute ................ 
Redistricting а eR REI 
(See Legislature; Senators) 

Senatorial districts 
Apportionment among counties 
Convenient and contiguous territory required 
Numbering to be consecutive 
Representative districts not to be divided ........ 
Vacancy in office, how filled .................. 

Senators 
Allotment of თთ?ვ?–ღლთი-ი““ს“””ს”თ”ს""'""”'"'''!!" 
Apportionment ............................. 
Compensation and mileage 


Elections: ს““="'""""'""''"')!" 
Impeachments tried by 
Number 
Privilege 

From arrest, except 

From civil process, when ................... 
Qualifications .............................. 
Redistricting ............................... 
Кеса. ао араа аа а А 


Separate articles 
Submission for adoption or rejection 
Form of ballot 
Prohibition (rejected) 
Woman suffrage (rejected) ................... 
Sessions, legislative 
unm 


ს “ს” "''""“”' ZR 
Special 
Vetoed bills, extraordinary session to reconsider .. 


Settlement of land 
Taking of property for is public use ............ 


Sewers 
City or town may contract debt for, limitations 


Sex 
Denial of franchise on account of, legislature may 
provide against in school elections (Stricken 
by Amendment 5) 
Discrimination in education on account of, pro- 
hibited 4o iv vis Serv Eve о ius 


Art. Sec. 
3 17 
3 1 
2 1(a) 
3 24 
2 1 (d) 
3 24 
3 18 
2 1(d) 
3 10 
3 3 
9 4 

26 4 
1 32 
1 7 

13 1 
5 1 
5 1 
2 1 
2 2 
2 10 
2 8 
2 43 

22 1 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 15 
2 6 

22 1 
2 23 

28 1 
2 6 
5 ] 
2 2 
2 16 
2 16 
2 7 
2 43 
] 33,4 
2 6 
2 15 

27 17 

27 18 

27 17 

27 17 
2 12 
2 II 
2 12 
2 12 
3 12 
1 16 
8 6 
6 2 

1 
31 1,2 
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Index Constitution of the State of Washington 


Sex—cont. Art. Sec. 
Sex qualifications for voting abolished (Amend- 
теп ააა. я Enna TV 6 1 
Sheriffs 
Election, duties, terms, etc., to be provided for by 
legislature ^. or аилы Ж за жиш este 11 5 


Shores and beds of navigable waters 


Assertion of state ownership .................. 17 1 
Disclaimer by state where patented, exception ... 17 2 
Soldiers 
Nonresident, excluded from enumeration of state 
II-I | ·--–”სს"'""''!')" 2 43 
Quartering in private house forbidden, exceptions 1 31 


Soldiers’ home 
Admission granted to certain state militiamen, 


Union soldiers, sailors and marines ......... 10 3 
Maintenance by state to be provided for ........ 10 3 
Special election 
Recall of public officers, election on petition for .. 1 33,34 
Reference of measures to people at ............ 2 1(4) 
Special legislation 
Prohibited in enumerated cases ................ 2 28 
Special privileges 
Grant of, prohibited ......................... 1 12 
Invalid, when ...........................--. 12 2 
Special taxation 
For local improvements authorized ............. 7 9 
Speech 
Liberty of, guaranteed ....................... 1 5 
Speedy trial 
Right of accused ........................... 1 22 
Standing army 
Not to be kept in time of peace ............... 1 31 
State 
Boundaries “ს” ””''''!''' 24 1 
Building authority .......................... 8 9 
Cession to United States of exclusive legislation 
over certain lands ........................ 25 1 
Reservation of right to serve process ......... 25 1 
Compact with United States .................. 26 1-4 
Congressional districts, division into (Repealed by 
Amendment 74) ......................... 27 13 
Continuity of government in emergency periods 
due to enemy attack ..................... 2 42 
Convict labor not to be let out by contract ...... 2 29 
Corporations, ownership of stock in or loaning 
credit to, prohibited ...................... 12 9 
Credit not to be loaned ...................... 8 5 
12 9 
Criminal prosecutions continued in name of state 
on change of government ................. 27 5 
Debts, fines, penalties and forfeitures, accrued to 
territory inure to state .................... 27 3 
Debts 
Limitation on power ...................... 8 1-3 
Money raised, how applied ................. 8 1 
Power to contract ......................... 8 1-3 
Disclaimer of title to federal and Indian lands ... 26 2 
Division into senatorial and representative dis- 
yj m "D" 22 1-2 
Education, duty to provide for all children ...... 9 1 
Harbors, restriction on sale of lands or rights in .. 15 1 
Indian lands, when taxable ................... 26 2 
Lands granted to, held in trust for people ....... 16 1 
Ownership of beds and shores of navigable waters 
(უვე...  '"""''' 17 1 
Public schools, assumption of duty of establishing 26 4 
State institutions to be supported .............. 13 1 
Suits against the state ....................... 2 26 
Taxation, state property exempt from .......... 7 1 
Territory 
Debts and liabilities of, assumption by ........ 26 3 
Property of, passes to state ................. 27 4 
Timber and stone on state lands, sale of ........ 16 3 
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State—cont. 
Title in lands patented by United States dis- 


ძის ს-ა osse ERE ERO 


Validation by special law of void official acts 


against the state not prohibited ............ 


State auditor(See Auditor) 
State board of health 


Legislature to establish ...................... 


State building authority 


Authorized го ої рокла Vann ZAR 


State capital 


Location, how made ......................... 
Change of, method ......................... 


(See Seat of government) 


State courts 
Jurisdiction of actions in territorial courts to be 


asslimed бу: -ისს''''"''"! 


State indebtedness 
Annual expenses and state debt to be met by tax- 


ation (Amended by Amendment 14) ........ 
Limit of aggregate debt ...................... 
Increase allowed to repel invasion ........... 


Also for single work or object, after submis- 


sion tovote კვეთს" 


debt cot sev eise 
State building authority ..................... 
State may contract debts to meet .............. 


State institutions 


ია. etse n ve E Ra IER 


Officers appointed by governor, with advice of 


Senate. snl pmi "ს" 
Support by state required .................... 


State land commissioner(See Commissioner of public 
lands) 


State lands(See Lands; Public lands) 
State militia(See Militia) 
State officers 
Abolition of certain offices, power granted legisla- 


1008 zs გა МОР У ОРЕ Ion HeLa me perd eria EET 


Compensation, change during term (See Salaries) 
Duties of, temporary succession to during emer- 


BENCY oo и ll VIVE ERIT a eed 


Elections 


Contested, legislature to decide ............. 
First under Constitution, how and when ...... 
Quadrennial ............................. 
Ties to be settled by legislature ............. 
Тіте -”ს„”'!!'””'! 
Governor may require information from ........ 
Impeachment, who liable to .................. 


Information to be furnished to governor in writing 


by: cnc “ა ”' 
Passes, acceptance and use prohibited .......... 


ყ""  ”'ჩშზა"""”"""""""""""""· 
Records, to be kept at seat of government ....... 


Removal of those not subject to impeachment 


Residence of certain, at state capital ........... 


Salaries (See Salaries) 


TEMS а ааа а А a 


(See Officers; Public officers) 
State offices 


Abolition of certain, permitted ................ 
Eligibility to 2.2... 0... eee cee eee Ъз 


State reformatories 


Chaplain, employment of .................... 


State roads 


Opening by special law prohibited, except ....... 


State school tax 


Applied exclusively to common schools ......... 


State seal 


Description and custody ..................... 


14 


27 


оо oo 3 


N 


28(12) 


25 


42 


коло Бозі 
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State taxes(See Taxation) 
State treasurer(See Treasurer) 


Statement of receipts and expenditures 
Annual publication required .................. 


Statistics 
Bureau of, established ....................... 
Statutes 
Enacting clause, style of ..................... 
When take effect (Stricken by Amendment 7) 
(See Acts; Bill; Laws) 
Stockholders 
Consent necessary to increase corporate stock .... 
Joinder as parties defendant in actions against 
Corporation ............................. 
Liability for corporate debts .................. 
In banking, insurance and joint stock companies 
(See Corporations; Stock of corporations) 
Stock of corporations 
Counties, cities, etc., not to own, except 
Fictitious increase void 
Increase allowed only under general law ........ 
With consent of majority of stockholders ...... 
Issued only to bona fide holders ............... 
(See Corporations; Stockholders) 


Stone 
Sale from state lands authorized 


Streets and roads 
Extension over tide lands permitted ............ 
Opening or altering under special laws prohibited, 
EXCEPLIONS: ое qoem See ste 
(See Highways) 
Students 
Absence does not affect right to vote ........... 


Subpoena 
Accused in criminal action has right to compel 
attendance of witnesses ................... 


Suffrage 
Denial on account of sex, legislature may provide 
against in school elections (Stricken by 
Amendment 5) .......................... 
Exercise of right to be free, equal and undisturbed 
Qualifications of voters (See Voter) 


Suits against state 
Legislature to direct 


Superintendent of public instruction 
ას–3კ>>->–_–_–>._. ae 
Election:of о: орон ина 
Records to be kept at seat of government ....... 
Salary (See Salaries) 
Succession to office of governor 
Term o OMET oaea raa eA a ФВ 


Superior court 

Actions, review of ........................-. 
Assignment of judges by supreme court ......... 
Assignment of judges by governor ............. 
3უ___3_32-33-_-353--+- .  _ __._–_” 
Court commissioners, appointed ............... 
Court of record 
Decisions of causes to be made within ninety days 
Election and districts ........................ 
First, contests to be determined how 
Eligibility ЛО. о eroe ee ted eei rer 
Grand jury summoned only on order of judge .... 

Judges 
Each, where more than one, invested with pow- 
его ай а р RE З 
Election óf «ока У АНЯ 


Pro tempore, when authorized 
ჯე ლირიძ”წ”ირძრძრძიიიიძი“” 
Sits in any county, when ................... 
Supreme court duty, performance upon request 
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Art. Sec. 
7 7 
2 34 
2 18 
2 31 
12 6 
12 4 
12 4 
12 11 
8 7 
12 6 
12 6 
12 6 
12 6 
16 3 
15 3 
2 28(2) 
6 4 
1 22 
6 2 
] 19 
2 26 
3 22 
3 1 
3 24 
310 
3 3 
4 30 
4 2(а) 
4 5 
4 26 
4 23 
4 11 
4 20 
4 5,29 
27 12 
4 17 
1 26 
4 5 
4 5,29 
4 5 
4 7 
4 3(a) 
4 7 
4 2(a) 


Index 
Superior court—cont. Art. Sec. 
Term Of ofice...:..- თბი consi lil ee es 4 5 
Judicial power, vested in ..................... 1 
Jurisdiction, original and appellate ............. 4 6 
Naturalization, power of ..................... 4 6 
Open, except on nonjudicial days .............. 4 6 
Other court, perform duties in ................ 4 2(a) 
Probate courts, appellate jurisdiction over ....... 27 10 
Process extends to all parts of state ............ 4 6 
Report to supreme court defects in laws ........ 4 25 
Retirement of judges ........................ 4  3(a) 
Review by court of appeals or supreme court 4 30 
Rules of practice, shall establish ............... 4 24 
Salaries of judges ........................... 4 13,4 
ასა nodus odas esu ra vatem Mets 27 9 
Sessions and distribution of business ........... 4 5 
Territorial causes and records pass to .......... 27 5,8 
Vacancies, governor to fill .................... 4 5 
Writs, power to issue ........................ 4 6 
(See Judges of superior court) 
Supreme court 
Assignment of superior court judges by ......... 4  2(a) 
Chief justice, how determined ................. 4 3 
Clerk to be appointed ....................... 4 2 
Court of appeals, rules governing .............. 4 30 
Coürtof record. oe etes 4 II 
Decisions to be in writing and state grounds ..... 4 2 
Departments of court may be provided ......... 4 2 
Election of judges .......................... 4 3 
Eligibility to office .......................... 4 17 
Judges 
Court to consist of five .................... 4 2 
Number may be increased ................. 4 2 
Retirement .............................. 4 3(а) 
Salaries >“ “ს"'""'''"' us 4 13,4 
Term of оћсе ............................ 4 3 
Judicial power vested іп ..................... 4 1 
Jurisdiction, original and appellate ............. 4 4 
Open except on nonjudicial days .............. 4 2 
Opinions to be published ..................... 4 21 
Power to censure, remove, etc., judges and justices 4 3l 
Power to issue writs ......................... 4 4 
Quorum, majority of judges to form and pro- 
nounce decisions ......................... 4 2 
Report of defects in laws to be made to governor 4 25 
Reporter to be appointed ..................... 4 18 
Retirement of judges ........................ 4  3(a) 
Review of superior court actions ............... 4 30 
ა..." 7 9 
Sessions to be held where .................... 4 3 
Temporary judicial duties in .................. 4  2(a) 
Territorial supreme court, when jurisdiction over З 
causes passes to state court ................ 27 8 
Vacancies, how filled ........................ 4 3 
(See Judges of supreme court) 
Supreme court clerk ...................... _–_ 4 22 
Supreme court reporter ......................... 4 18 
Supreme law 
Constitution of United States is ............... 1 2 
Surgery 
Practice of, to be regulated by law ............. 20 2 
Swamp and overflowed lands 
Disclaimer by state of title to patented ......... 17 2 
Taxation 
Ad valorem tax on mines and reforested lands ... 7 1 
Agricultural lands, actual use ................. 7 11 
Assessment or collection by special laws prohib- 
ted, """”"''""'''' 28(5) 
Cities, power, to assess and collect local taxes .... 12 
Counties, power to assess and collect local ...... 1 12 
Deficiencies, state tax may be levied Гог ........ 7 8 
Exemptions allowed for certain property ........ 7 1 
Indian lands, when ........................ 26 2 
Public property exemption ................. 7 1 
Real property, retired persons ............... 7 10 


[Vol. 0 RCW—p 119] 


Index 


Constitution of the State of Washington 


Taxation—cont. Art. Sec. Term of office—cont. Art. Sec. 
United States lands, when .................. 7 1 Commencement of term ..................... 3 4 
26 2 Of first officers elected under Constitution ..... 27 16 

Farms, actual use ........................... 7 11 Commissioner of public lands ................. 3 3 

Federal agencies and property may be taxed, Compensation increase during term ............ 30 1 

Жеп. ла arses ця Fiat А боти ВДС а р ын 7 3 County, district, precinct and township officers ... 11 5 

Gasoline (certain) taxes limited to highway pur- Goverhor „оао de eee daw Even 3 2 

poses only ........ о 2 40 Judges of supreme court ..................... 4 3 

Head of family exemption .................... 7 1 Of superior court ......................... 4 5 

Indian lands, patented, how taxed ............. 26 2 Lieutenant governor ......................... 3 3 

Intangible property ......................... 7 1 Officers not provided for т Constitution, legisla- 

Jurisdiction ძის სო“ ehe Rad Rr ERE ER 27 11 
Appellate, of supreme court ................ 4 4 Representatives ............................ 2 4,5 
Original, of superior court .................. 4 6 Secretary Е О рр 3 3 

Law imposing tax must state object ............ 7 5 Senators o Bare oca Rue Ee EX RC UR s wae 2 6 

Legislative power to provide for exemption ...... 7 1 Superintendent of public instruction ............ 3 3 

Levy only in pursuance of law ................ 7 S Treasurer of state .......................... 3 3 
Proceeds applied only to object stated ........ 7 5 (See Recall of officers; Tenure of office) 

Property subject to ........................ 7 1 Territory 
Local, legislature no power to impose .......... 11 12 Accrued debts, fines, etc., inure to state ......... 27 3 
Mines and mineral resources, yield tax or ad valo- Bonds and recognizances given to, pass to state 27 4 
rem tax On уе: 4 0] кота E 7 1 Courts of, continue until when ................ 27 8 

Municipal corporations Causes transferred to state courts ............ 27 5,8 
Authority to assess and collect taxes ......... 7 9 Debts of, assumed by state ................... 26 3 
Power to assess and collect local taxes ........ 11 12 Existing counties to be subdivisions of state ..... 11 1 

Nonresidents, lands of, how taxed ............. 26 2 Existing rights, suits, еїс., change in form of gov- 

Open space lands, actual use ................. 7 11 ernment not to affect ..................... 27 1 

Power of taxation ........................... 7 1 Laws to remain in force, conditions ............ 27 2 

Property subject to .......................... 7 1,2 Except those granting tide lands ............. 27 2 

Property tax limited to 1 per cent of true and fair Liabilities, assumption of, by state ............. 26 3 

valué- зше. тыш» ж '' 7 2 Officers to hold until superseded by state officers 27 6 

Public purposes, taxation limited to ............ 7 1 Process to be valid .......................... 27 1 

Real estate, uniformity of taxation of .......... 7 1 Property of, to vest in state ................... 27 4 

Real property, retired persons exemption ........ 7 10 Testimony 

Rolling stock of railroads subject to ............ 12 17 Accused not required to testify against himself ... 1 9 

Special assessments for local improvements ...... 7 9 Except in case of bribery or corrupt solicitation 2 30 

Standing timber, actual use .................. 7 11 Right of accused to testify ................... 1 2 

State purposes Treason, what necessary for conviction ......... 1 27 
Payable into treasury in money only ......... 7 6 Weight of, not affected by religious belief ....... 1 11 
Taxes for, по commutation of county's propor- (See Evidence) 

tionate share .......................... 11 9 Tide lands 

Surrender of state's power to tax corporate prop- Ownership by state asserted .................. 17 1 

erty prohibited (Stricken by Amendment 14) 7 4 Streets may be extended over, by municipal cor- 
Taxable property, defined .................... 7 ! рогайоп$ ............................... 15 3 
ოოუ:უ:ლ:–--ყხენ“-“” 7 2 Title to lands patented disclaimed by state ...... 17 2 
Timberlands, actual use ...................... 7 11 Vested rights may be asserted in courts ......... 17 1 
Towns, power to assess and collect local taxes 11 12 Tid 
j A й ide waters 

Uniformity required ......................... 7 1,9 Control and lati ithin harb 15 L3 

Yield tax authorized for mines and reforested опігорапо Tegu ANON. ში пагоог ATEAS secun. з 
ТАП ას ина AS DERIT 7 | Timber 

(See Revenue and taxation) Sale from state lands authorized, how .......... 16 3 
ბ Sale, proceeds to common school construction 

Technical schools 
Included in publie school system 9 2 fund >)... 9. 3 

c იაია აიი Taxation based on actual изе ................. 7 11 

Telegraph and telephone companies Timberlands 
Соттоп, carriers asn aa ае 12 19 Reforestation lands, yield tax ................. 71 
рн coraa 12“ ws უ–––––>– 16 3 
Delay and discrimination in handling messages Taxation based on actual use ................. 7 11 

სა ს “ოს! 12 19 . 

Eminent domain, right extended to ............ 12 19 Time | –– . ; 

Railroads to grant like facilities to all companies . 12 19 Petition for initiative measures, time for filing 2 Ifa) 

Rights-of—way, railroads must allow use for con- Referendum petition, time for filing ............ 2 1(d) 

struction of lines ........................ 12 19 Title || e 

Tenure of office Assertion by state in tide lands ................ 17 1 
County officers ineligible for more than two terms Disclaimer by state to patented lands ........... 17 2 

in succession (Repealed by Amendment 22) .. 1 7 Tolerance 

Extension of term not to be granted to county and Secured in matters of religious sentiment ....... 26 1 

სისი თთ””””“”“'""'””“” 11 8 Toll 

In office at adoption of Constitution, how long to Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court ......... 4 4 

hold нан ecu rus Ui ATE POE а 27 14 Original jurisdiction of superior court .......... 4 6 

State treasurer ineligible for succeeding term Towns and villages 

(Ателдеа Бу Amendment 31). ос 30125 Amendment of charter by special act prohibited .. 2 28(8) 

(See Recall of officers; Term of office) Bonds, nonrecourse revenue for industrial devel- 

Term of office opment projects ......................... 32 1 
Attorney general ........................... 3 3 Corporate stock or bonds not to be owned by .... 8 7 
Auditor of state ....... ი" eee 3 3 Credit not to be loaned, except ................ 8 7 
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Towns and villages—cont. 
Indebtedness, limitations оп .................. 
Moneys to be deposited with treasurer .......... 
Use of, by official, a felony ................. 
Officers 
Salaries of, change during term (Partially re- 
pealed by Amendment 54) .............. 
(Amendment 54) ....................... 
Term not to be extended ................... 
Organization under general laws required ....... 
Police and sanitary regulations may be enforced .. 
Taxation 
Local, legislature not to impose ............. 
Power of «ан bie ee aye ep Rebates 
Special assessments for local improvements 
aüthorized: fee cede Pedal Ve 
(See Municipal corporations; Municipal courts; 
Municipal fines) 
Townships 
County may adopt township form of organization 
by majority vote ......................... 
Local affairs to be managed under general laws .. 
Officers, election, duties, terms, compensation to 
be prescribed by legislature ................ 
Police and sanitary regulations, power to enforce 
Term of office not to be extended .............. 
Vacancies in office, how filled ................. 
(See Towns and villages) 


Trains 
Jurisdiction of public offense committed on ...... 


Transportation companies 
Commission to regulate may be established ...... 
Common carriers, subject to legislative control ... 
Discrimination in charges prohibited ........... 
Excursion and commutation tickets may be issued 
Legislature may regulate rates ................ 
Passes not to be granted public officers ......... 
Pooling earnings prohibited (Repealed by Amend- 
ment 67) იი”, 
(See Railroad companies) 


Treason 
Acts constituting ”-თა---C””' ee eee 
Evidence necessary for conviction .............. 


Treasurer 

ს “დ” "!"""''""' 

უს ааа а ee een 

Ineligibility for succeeding term (Amended by 
Amendment 31) ......................... 

Records to be Кері at seat of government ....... 

Residence must be at seat of government ....... 

Salary (See Salaries) 

Succession to governorship ................... 

Term of office .............................. 


Treasury 
Moneys collected by municipal officers to be paid 
INGO: coins m и И 
Paid out of state, when and how ............... 
State taxes to be paid into ................... 

Trial by jury 

Criminal action, right of accused in ............ 
Number of jurors in courts not of record ........ 
Right of, remains inviolate ................... 
Waiver in civil cases ...................... 
Verdict by less than twelve may be authorized in 
Civil. CaSes envy нышты eee E rev 

Trustees 
Appointment for state institutions ............. 


Trusts 
Forfeiture of property and franchise may be de- 
dared for г. сыг: ышык rr reme eh 


Twice in jeopardy 
Not to be subjected to for same offense ......... 
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8 6 
11 15 
11 14 
11 8 
30 1 
11 8 
11 10 
11 11 
11 12 
11 12 
7 9 
11 4 
11 4 
11 5 
П 11 
11 8 
11 6 
1 22 
12 18 
12 13 
12 15 
12 15 
12 18 
12 20 
12 14 
1 27 
1 27 
3 19 
3 1 
3 25 
3 24 
3 24 
3 10 
3 3 
11 15 
8 4 
7 6 
1 22 
] 2! 
] 21 
1 21 
1 21 
13 1 
12 22 
12 22 
1 9 


Index 
Art. Sec. 

Uniformity 

In system of county government to be provided for 11 

In taxation, required ........................ 1,9 
United States 

Compact of state with ....................... 26 1-4 

Consent of, necessary for disposing of certain 

lands: аира ente eoe ges 16 1 
Constitution is supreme law of land ............ 1 2 
Exclusive jurisdiction over certain lands ........ 25 1 
Officers for territory hold until superseded by 

Slate: cios ewe net ue ve ut ЕТ? 27 6 
Office under, acceptance vacates seat in legisla- 

–ა––---_-.----+3----_-_ 2 14 
President, qualifications to vote Гог ............ 6 lA 
Taxation of agencies and property permitted, 

WEN suce feces La US 7 3 
Taxation of lands of, not to be imposed ......... 26 2 
Title to unappropriated lands remains in ........ 26 2 
(See Congress; Federal officers; Forts; Dockyards, 

etc; Indian lands) 

Vacancies in office 
Township, precinct and road district filled by 

county commissioners .................... 11 6 
Continuity of government in periods of emergency 

due to enemy attack ..................... 2 42 
County partisan elective offices ................ 2 15 
Governor riena а Ыр Бару 3 10 
Judges of supreme and superior courts .......... 4 35 
წეს ს" 2 15 
Partisan county elective office ................. 2 15 
State, filled by governor until next election ...... 3 13 

Validating acts 
Relating to deeds, etc., by special laws, prohibited 2 28(9) 
Validity of statute 
Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court ......... 4 4 
Verdict 
Number of jurors may be less than twelve in civil 
CASES აია м ას UL ar UR Ee M fii Lr 1 21 
Vested rights 
In tide lands, protected ...................... 17 ] 
Veto 
Governor's power of ......................... 3 12 
Measures initiated by or referred to the people 2 1(ძ) 
Passage Over -თაა თაი" ""'""""'" 3 12 
Village(See Towns and villages) 
Vital statistics 
Bureau of, to be created ..................... 20 1 
Vote 
By ballot on all elections ..................... 6 6 
First election to be under territorial law ........ 27 15 
Legislative elections to be viva voce ............ 2 27 
Legislature to provide method ................ 6 6 
Persons not entitled to ....................... 6 3 
President, for .............................. 6 1A 
Registration a prerequisite, when .............. 6 7 
School elections, women may be given right 

(Stricken by Amendment 5) ............... 6 2 
Superior court judge, for ..................... 4 29 
Temporary residence of certain persons not to af- 

fect right სი" ეუ" 6 4 
(See Elections; Electors; Initiative and referen- 

dum; Voter) 

Voter 
Absence for certain reasons not to affect rights as 6 4 
Аре Ped Be АЛ HES ae e RE E 6 1 
Basis for ascertaining number of voters required 

on referendum petition ................... 2 14) 
Citizenship qualification ..................... 6 1 
Exempt from military duty on election day, except 6 5 
Females as qualified (Amendment 5) 

Majority vote required for approval of measures 
submitted to popular vote ................. 2 1 (d) 
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Voter—cont. 
Percentage of voters required on referendum peti- 
სსს" е авио Д aa 
Percentage of voters required to propose initiative 
ffieaSUTeS «cov te Rae A Ion IST RN 
Presidential elections, qualifications ............ 
Privilege from arrest at election, except ......... 
იი ა” 
Recall of public officer, percentage of voters re- 
Quired Рог альта 
ყსა .კ-_ბრ“”'"'''','ს 
Residence qualification ...................... 
(See Elective franchise; Electors; Initiative and 
referendum) 
Voter's pamphlet 
ს სსს  ბ“ღრ“”“""'"",'''"''",''' 
Waiver 
Of jury trial for ascertaining compensation for 
eminent domain ......................... 
Water and water rights 
Appropriation for irrigation, etc., declared a pub- 
heuse upside PURIS ATL eee Sed 
Municipal corporations, indebtedness for, limita- 
LIONS: 5 оаа E eR ні уза 
Restrictions on sale by state .................. 
Ways of necessity 
Taking of private property for ................ 
(See Eminent domain) 
Wharves 
Harbor areas to be leased for, limitations ....... 
(See Area reserved; Harbors; Navigable waters) 
Wills 
Validation by special law prohibited ........... 
Witness 
Accused as having right to confront ............ 
Crimination of self in bribery cases compulsory .. 
Not compelled to testify against himself ........ 
Number necessary for conviction in treason ..... 
Religious belief not ground of incompetency ..... 
(See Testimony) 
Woman suffrage 
Adoption of (Amendment 5) 
Denial in school elections may be provided against 
(Stricken by Amendment 5) ............... 
Separate article submitted (rejected) ........... 
Women 
Equal rights. се аа. neues weaned 
Worship, religious 
Freedom guaranteed ........................ 
Writs 
Issuance and service on nonjudicial days ........ 
Issuance by supreme court ................... 
Issuance by superior court .................... 
(See Habeas corpus) 
Yeas and nays 
Allowing introduction of bills within ten days of 
adjournment .............. A eee eee eee 
Entered on journal upon demand of members .... 
Taken on final passage of bills ................ 
On passage of emergency clauses (Stricken by 
Amendment 7) ........................ 
(See Ayes and noes) 
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GR Rules of Court 


GENERAL RULES (GR) 
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CONNDNRWN— 


RULE | 
CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR COURT RULES 


PaRT I: RULES OF GENERAL APPLICATION 


General Rules GR 
Code of Judicial Conduct CJC 
Discipline Rules for Judges DRJ 
Rules of Professional Conduct RPC 
Admission to Practice Rules APR 
Rules for Lawyer Discipline RLD 
Judicial Information System Committee Rules JISCR 
Rules of Evidence ER 


PaRT 11: RULES FOR APPELLATE COURT ADMINISTRATION 


Supreme Court Administrative Rules SAR 
Court of Appeals Administrative Rules CAR 


PaRT 111: RULES ON APPEAL 


Rules of Appellate Procedure RAP 


PaRT IV: RULES FOR SUPERIOR COURT 


Superior Court Administrative Rules AR 
Superior Court Civil Rules CR 
Superior Court Mandatory Arbitration Rules MAR 
Superior Court Special Proceedings Rules SPR 
Superior Court Criminal Rules CrR 
Superior Court Mental Proceedings Rules MPR 
Juvenile Court Rules JuCR 
Part У: RULES FOR COURTS OF LIMITED JURISDICTION 

Justice Court Administrative Rules JAR 
Rules for Appeal of Decisions of 

Courts of Limited Jurisdiction RALJ 


Justice Court Civil Rules JCR 
Justice Court Criminal Rules JCrR 
Justice Court Traffic Infraction Rules JTIR 
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RULE 2 
HOLIDAYS 


(a) In event any legal holiday falls on Saturday all the 
courts of the state shall be closed on the preceding day 
(Friday). 

(b) In event any legal holiday falls on Sunday all the 
courts of the state shall be closed on the following day 
(Monday). 

(c) АП clerk's offices shall likewise be closed on such 
days. 


RULE 3 
FILINGS—TIME EXTENDED 


In event the last day for filing any document or for 
doing any other thing or matter in the office of any clerk 
of any court shall fall upon a day when such clerk's of- 
fice shall be closed according to rule 2, then and in that 
event the time for such filing or other thing or matter 
shall be extended until the end of the next business day 
upon which such office shall be open for business. 


RULE 4 - 
LAW LIBRARIAN 


The time and manner of observing holidays by the 
Law Library on days herein designated and on days im- 
mediately before and/or after such days shall be subject 
to the direction of the State Law Librarian. 


RULE 5 
AUDITS 


The judicial branch of the government of the State of 
Washington is a separate and co-equal division of said 
state government. The funds for operation of the judicial 
branch and many funds which pass through the courts 
are public funds of the state and/or of various subdivi- 
sions, agencies, or municipalities of the state. Every 
court in this state must, upon demand, submit all finan- 
cial records of such court to the State Auditor or his 
agents for inspection and audit, as to all funds received, 
disbursed, or in possession of said court. 


RULE 6 
SESSIONS OF COURTS 


(a) Sessions of the Supreme Court shall be held in ac- 
cordance with SAR 4. 

(b) Sessions of the Court of Appeals shall be held in 
accordance with CAR 4. 

(c) Sessions of the Superior Court shall be held in ac- 
cordance with CR 77(f). 


RULE 7 
LOCAL RULES—FILING REQUIRED 


(a) Generally. Rules of court authorized by law to be 
adopted or amended by courts other than the Supreme 
Court must be filed with the state Administrator for the 
Courts in the quantities specified. Such rules and 
amendments become effective only after they are filed as 
required. 
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General Rules 


(b) Form. All local rules shall be consistent with rules 
adopted by the Supreme Court, and shall conform in 
numbering system and in format to these rules to facili- 
tate their use. 

(c) Distribution. The Administrator for the Courts 
shall distribute all local rules, and amendments thereto, 
to the state law library, the libraries of the three divi- 
sions of the Court of Appeals, all county law libraries, 
Washington law school libraries, and to such other 
places as are deemed appropriate by the Administrator 
for the Courts. 

(d) Effect Upon Existing Local Rules. Local rules in 
effect as of January I, 1981, may be amended only as 
provided in section (a). Local rules in effect as of Janu- 
ary I, 1981, whose validity did not formerly depend 
upon filing with the Administrator for the Courts are 
not invalidated by this rule, but they must be filed no 
later than June 1, 1981, to retain their validity beyond 
that date. 


RULE 8 


QUALIFYING EXAMINATION FOR LAY CANDIDATES 
FOR JUDICIAL OFFICERS 


RULE 8.1 
DEFINITIONS 


As used in this rule: 

(a) "Judicial officer" shall mean anyone: 

(1) Who is not admitted to practice law in the state of 
Washington including but not limited to district court 
judges, municipal court judges, justices of the peace, po- 
lice court judges, judges of any court inferior to the su- 
perior court which may be hereafter established, court 
commissioners and administrators; and 

(2) Who hear and dispose of cases. 

(b) "Hear and dispose of cases" shall mean but is not 
limited to signing warrants; issuing summonses; setting 
bail; presiding at preliminary appearances, arraignments, 
hearings, trials or other proceedings or determining con- 
ditions of release. 


RULE 8.2 
MANDATORY QUALIFYING EXAMINATION 


Every lay candidate for a judicial officer position 
shall, before appointment or election, pass the qualifying 
examination prepared in accordance with this rule. 


RULE 8.3 
JUDICIAL OFFICER EXAMINATION COMMITTEE 


The qualifying examination for lay candidates for ju- 
dicial officers shall be prepared and administered by a 
committee, under the supervision of the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court, composed of the Administrator for 
the Courts, the Executive Secretary of the Judicial 
Council, the President of the Superior Court Judges' 
Association, and the President of the Washington Mag- 
istrates' Association. The Administrator for the Courts 
shall be the chairman of the committee. 
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RULE 8.4 
COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES 


The committee shall: : 

(a) Study Syllabus. Promulgate syllabi for study by 
candidates to prepare them for the responsibilities of a 
judicial officer and the qualifying examination for each 
jurisdiction. The syllabi shall include, but are not limited 
to, constitutional and statutory provisions and Supreme 
Court rules relating to the conduct of courts, state stat- 
utes, basic rules of evidence, and rights of a criminal 
defendant. : 

(b) Examination. Prepare qualifying examinations to 
test on proficiency included in the respective study syl- 
labi. The examinations shall require written responses to 
written questions, and may also include oral portions. 

(c) Administration. Announce the time and place for 
the examination and provide for monitoring and security 
during the examination. 

(d) Grading. Arrange for the grading of the examina- 
tion papers and determine a level of adequate compe- 
tence that the candidate shall demonstrate to pass the 
examination. 

(e) Certification. Certify to the auditor of the county 
in which the applicant resides the names of those appli- 
cants qualified by examination for performing the duties 
of judicial officer. 


RULE 8.5 
UNSUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES 


A candidate who fails to pass the qualifying examina- 
tion may, on petition to the committee, be given addi- 
tional examinations once every 6 months at times and 
places set by the committee. 


RULE 9 
SUPREME COURT RULEMAKING PROCEDURE 


(a) Statement of Purpose. In promulgating rules of 
court it is the purpose of the Washington State Supreme 
Court to ensure that: 

(1) An orderly and uniform procedure is followed; 

(2) АП interested groups are given notice and an op- 
portunity to express views regarding proposed rules; 

(3) Adequate notice of adopted rules changes and of 
the effective dates is given; 

(4) АП proposed rules are necessary statewide; 

(5) Rules changes are minimized to prevent disruption 
of court practice; 

(6) The purpose of rules of court is to provide neces- 
sary governance of court procedure and practice; and | 

(7) АП rules of court are clear and definite in appli- 
cation. 

(b) Definitions. As used in this rule, the following 
terms have these meanings: 

(1) "Suggested rule change" means a recommenda- 
tion for a rule change or a new rule to the Chief Justice. 

(2) "Proposed rule" means a recommendation for a 
rule change made by the Washington State Bar Associ- 
ation to the Washington State Supreme Court. 
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(c) Initiation of Rules Changes. All suggestions for 
rules changes shall be sent to the Chief Justice who shall 
transmit them to the Washington State Bar Association. 

Any group or association whose members are involved 
in the court system may file a request with the Chief 
Justice to receive copies of suggested rule changes. The 
request may specify that the group or association wishes 
to receive copies of all suggested rule changes or of only 
certain kinds of suggested rule changes. The request 
shall state the person to whom the suggested rule change 
should be sent. Once filed, the request shall be a contin- 
uing one until withdrawn by the group or association. 

(d) Receipt of Proposed Rules by Supreme Court. Once 
a suggested rule has been approved by the Washington 
State Bar Association, it shall be transmitted as a pro- 
posed rule to the Chief Justice. 

The text of all proposed rules shall be typed on 8% by 
11-inch line-numbered paper with consecutive page 
numbering. If the proposed rule affects an existing rule, 
deleted portions shall be shown and stricken through; 
new portions shall be underlined once. 

Every proposed rule shall be accompanied by a cover 
sheet explaining: 

(1) Background—what person or group initiated the 
rules change study and the reason for the request; 

(2) Purpose—the purpose of and the necessity for the 
proposed rule including whether it creates or resolves 
any conflicts with statutes, case law, or other court rules; 

(3) Washington State Bar Association Action—a 
summary of the viewpoints expressed during the devel- 
opment of and debate over the proposed rule; 

(4) Supporting Material—a table of contents listing 
the material sent to the Supreme Court in support of the 
proposal including letters, memoranda, minutes of meet- 
ings, or research studies; 

(5) Spokesperson—a designation of the person who is 
knowledgeable about the proposed rule and who could 
provide additional information to the Supreme Court; 

(6) Hearing—whether a hearing is recommended. 

All proposed rules must be received by the Supreme 
Court on or before October 31 to be effective for the 
succeeding September 1. 

(e) Action by Supreme Court. If a proposed rule is 
amended or rejected by the Supreme Court, the Wash- 
ington State Bar Association will be notified in writing. 
If a proposed rule is approved, the Supreme Court will 
order the proposed rule published for comment. 

The Supreme Court may invite persons familiar with 
the rule to provide additional information. 

(f) Publication for Comment. All proposed rules ap- 
proved by the Supreme Court for publication will be 
published for comment in a Washington Reports ad- 
vance sheet during the month of January. 

АП comments shall be directed to the Chief Justice 
and shall be received no later than the last day of April. 
If a comment contains a draft of a rule, it must be in the 
format outlined in 9(d). 
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All comments received will be kept on file in the of- 
fice of the clerk of the court for public inspection and 
copying. 

(g) Final Adoption, Publication, and Effective Date. 
After the comment period, the Supreme Court will 
adopt, amend, or reject a proposed rule or take such 
other action as the court deems appropriate. 

Prior to action by the Supreme Court, the court may, 
in its discretion, hold a hearing on a proposed rule at a 
time and in a manner defined by the court. 

All adopted rules shall be published the first of July in 
a special edition of the Washington Reports advance 
sheets. 

All adopted rules shall become effective the first day 
of September unless an emergency as determined by the 
Supreme Court necessitates a different effective date. 

(h) Periodic Review. The Supreme Court, in consulta- 
tion with the Washington State Bar Association, will es- 
tablish procedures for the periodic review of the rules of 
court. 

(i) Miscellaneous Provisions. This rule is effective on 
March 19, 1982, and applies to all proposed rules 
changes not adopted by the Supreme Court by that date. 

The Supreme Court, in its discretion, may adopt, 
amend, or rescind a rule without following the proce- 
dures set forth in this rule. 


RULE 10 


ETHICS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REGARDING ADVISORY 
OPINIONS ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 


(a) The Chief Justice shall appoint an Ethics Advisory 
Committee consisting of seven members. Of the mem- 
bers first appointed, four shall be appointed for 2 years, 
and three shall be appointed for 3 years. Thereafter, ap- 
pointments shall be for a 2-year term. One member 
shall be appointed from the Court of Appeals, two 
members from the superior courts, two members from 
the courts of limited jurisdiction, one member from the 
Washington State Bar Association, and the Administra- 
tor for the Courts. The Chief Justice shall designate one 
of the members as chairman. The committee (1) is des- 
ignated as the body to give advice with respect to the 
application of the provisions of the Code of Judicial 
Conduct to officials of the Judicial Branch as defined in 
article 4 of the Washington Constitution and (2) shall 
from time to time submit to the Supreme Court recom- 
mendations for necessary or advisable changes in the 
Code of Judicial Conduct. 

(b) Any judge may in writing request the opinion of 
the committee. Compliance with an opinion issued by 
the committee shall be considered as evidence of good 
faith by the Supreme Court. 

(c) Every opinion issued pursuant to this rule shall be 
circulated by the Administrator for the Courts. A re- 
quest for an opinion is confidential and not public infor- 
mation unless the Supreme Court otherwise directs. The 
Administrator for the Courts shall publish regularly 
opinions issued pursuant to this rule. 
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CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT (CJC) 


PREAMBLE 


1. COMPLIANCE WITH THE CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT. Anyone, 

whether or not a lawyer, who is an officer of a judicial system performing judi- 
cial functions, including an officer such as a referee in bankruptcy, special 
master, court commissioner, or magistrate, is a judge for the purpose of this 
code. All judges should comply with this code except as provided below. 
(A) Part-Time Judge. A part-time judge is a judge who serves on a continuing 
or periodic basis, but is permitted by law to devote time to some other profession 
or occupation and whose compensation for that reason is less than that of a full- 
time judge. A part-time judge: 

(1) is not required to comply with Canon 5(C)(2), (D), (E), (F), and (G), and 
Canon 6(C); 

(2) should not act as a lawyer in a proceeding in which he has served as a 
judge or in any other proceeding related thereto. 

(B) Judge Pro Tempore. A judge pro tempore is a person who is appointed to act 
temporarily as a judge. 

(1) While acting as such, a judge pro tempore is not required to comply with 
Canon 5(С)(2), (C)(3), (D), (Е), (Е), and (С), and Canon 6(C). 

(2) A person who has been a judge pro tempore should not act as a lawyer in a 
proceeding in which he has served as a judge or in any other proceeding related 
thereto. 

(C) Retired Judge. II a retired appellate court judge engages in the practice of 
law, he shall be ineligible to serve as a judge pro tempore of an appellate court. 

2. EFFECTIVE DATE OF COMPLIANCE. A person to whom this code be- 
comes applicable should arrange his affairs as soon as reasonably possible to 
comply with it. If, however, the demands on his time and the possibility of con- 
flicts of interest are not substantial, a person who holds judicial office on the date 
this code becomes effective may: 

(A) continue to act as an officer, director, or nonlegal adviser of a family 
business; 

(B) continue to act as an executor, administrator, trustee, or other fiduciary for 
the estate or person of one who is not a member of his family. 


CANON 1—А JUDGE SHOULD UPHOLD THE INTEGRITY 
AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY 


An independent and honorable judiciary is indispens- 
able to justice in our society. A judge should participate 
in establishing, maintaining, and enforcing, and should 
himself observe high standards of conduct so that the 
integrity and independence of the judiciary may be pre- 
served. The provisions of this code should be construed 
and applied to further that objective. 


CANON 2—A JUDGE SHOULD AVOID IMPROPRIETY AND 
THE APPEARANCE OF IMPROPRIETY IN ALL 
His ACTIVITIES 


(A) A judge should respect and comply with the law and 
should conduct himself at all times in a manner that 
promotes public confidence in the integrity and impar- 
tiality of the judiciary. 
(B) A judge should not allow his family, social, or other 
relationships to influence his judicial conduct or judg- 
ment. He should not lend the prestige of his office to 
advance the private interests of others; nor should he 
convey or permit others to convey the impression that 
they are in a special position to influence him. He should 
not testify voluntarily as a character witness. 
Comment 

Public confidence in the judiciary is eroded by irresponsible or improper con- 
duct by judges. A judge must avoid all impropriety and appearance of impropri- 
ety. He must expect to be the subject of constant public scrutiny. He must 
therefore accept restrictions on his conduct that might be viewed as burdensome 
by the ordinary citizen and should do so freely and willingly. 

The testimony of a judge as a character witness injects the prestige of his of- 
fice into the proceeding in which he testifies and may be misunderstood to be an 


official testimonial. This canon, however, does not afford him a privilege against 
testif ying in response to an official summons. 
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CANON 3—A JUDGE SHOULD PERFORM THE DUTIES OF 
His OFFICE IMPARTIALLY AND DILIGENTLY 


The judicial duties of a judge take precedence over all 
his other activities. His judicial duties include all the 
duties of his office prescribed by law. In the perform- 
ance of these duties, the following standards apply: 

(A) Adjudicative Responsibilities. 

(1) A judge should be faithful to the law and main- 
tain professional competence in it. He should be un- 
swayed by partisan interests, public clamor, or fear of 
criticism. 

(2) A judge should maintain order and decorum in 
proceedings before him. 

(3) A judge should be patient, dignified, and courte- 
ous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and others 
with whom he deals in his official capacity, and should 
require similar conduct of lawyers, and of his staff, court 
officials, and others subject to his direction and control. 

Comment 
The duty to hear all proceedings fairly and with patience is not inconsistent 


with the duty to dispose promptly of the business of the court. Courts can be ef- 
ficient and businesslike while being patient and deliberate. 


(4) A judge should accord to every person who is le- 
gally interested in a proceeding, or his lawyer, full right 
to be heard according to law, and, except as authorized 
by law, neither initiate nor consider ex parte or other 
communications concerning a pending or impending 
proceeding. A judge, however, may obtain the advice of 
a disinterested expert on the law applicable to a pro- 
ceeding before him, by amicus curiae only, if he affords 
the parties reasonable opportunity to respond. 

Comment 
The proscription against communications concerning a proceeding includes 
communications from lawyers, law teachers, and other persons who are not par- 
ticipants in the proceeding, except to the limited extent permitted. It does not 
preclude a judge from consulting with other judges, or with court personnel 
whose function is to aid the judge in carrying out his adjudicative responsibilities. 

An appropriate and often desirable procedure for a court to obtain the advice 


of a disinterested expert on legal issues is to invite him to file a brief amicus 
curiae. 


(5) A judge should dispose promptly of the business of 
the court. 
Comment 
Prompt disposition of the court's business requires a judge to devote adequate 
time to his duties, to be punctual in attending court and expeditious in deter- 


mining matters under submission, and to insist that court officials, litigants and 
their lawyers cooperate with him to that end. 


(6) A judge should abstain from public comment 
about a pending or impending proceeding in any court, 
and should require similar abstention on the part of 
court personnel subject to his direction and control. This 
canon does not prohibit judges from making public 
statements in the course of their official duties or from 
explaining for public information the procedures of the 
court. 


Comment 
"Court personnel” does not include the lawyers in a proceeding before a judge. 
The conduct of lawyers is governed by DR 7-107 of the Code of Professional 
Responsibility. 

(7) A judge may permit broadcasting, televising, re- 
cording, and taking photographs in the courtroom during 
sessions of the court, including recesses between sessions, 
under the following conditions: 
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(a) Permission shall have first been expressly 
granted by the judge and under such conditions as the 
judge may prescribe; 

(b) The media personnel will not distract partici- 
pants or impair the dignity of the proceedings; and 

(c) No witness, juror, or party who expresses any 
prior objection to the judge shall be photographed nor 
shall the testimony of such a witness, juror, or party be 
broadcast or telecast. Notwithstanding such objection, 
the judge may allow the broadcasting, televising, record- 
ing, or photographing of other portions of the proceed- 
ings. 


ILLUSTRATIVE BROADCAST GUIDELINES 

1. Officers of Court. The judge has the authority to 
direct whether broadcast equipment may be taken within 
the courtroom. The broadcast newsperson should advise 
the bailiff prior to the start of a court session that he or 
she desires to electronically record and/or broadcast live 
from within the courtroom. The bailiff may have prior 
instructions from the judge as to where the broadcast 
reporter and/or camera operator may position them- 
selves. [п the absence of any directions from the judge or 
bailiff, the position should be behind the front row of 
spectator seats by the least used aisleway or other unob- 
trusive but viable location. 

2. Pooling. Unless the judge directs otherwise, no 
more than one television camera should be taking pic- 
tures in the courtroom (as presently constructed) at any 
one time. Where coverage is by both radio and televi- 
sion, the microphones used by television should also 
serve for radio and radio should be permitted to feed 
from the television sound system. Multiple radio feeds, if 
any, should be provided by a junction box. It should be 
the responsibility of each broadcast news representative 
present at the opening of each session of court to achieve 
an understanding with all other broadcast representa- 
tives as to who will function at any given time, or, in the 
alternative, how they will pool their photographic cover- 
age. This understanding should be reached outside the 
courtroom and without imposing on the judge or court 
personnel. 

Broadcast coverage outside the courtroom should be 
handled with care and discretion, but need not be 
pooled. 

3. Broadcast Equipment. АП running wires used 
should be securely taped to the floor. АП broadcast 
equipment should be handled as inconspicuously and 
quietly as reasonably possible. Sufficient film and/or 
tape capacities should be provided to obviate film and/or 
tape changes except during court recess. No camera 
should give any indication of whether it is or is not 
operating such as a red light on some studio cameras. 
No additional lights should be used without the specific 
approval of the presiding judge and then only as he may 
specifically approve as may be needed in the case of ap- 
pellate hearings. 

4. Decorum. Broadcast representatives’ dress should 
not set them apart unduly from other trial spectators. 
Camera operators should not move tripod-mounted 
"cameras except during court recesses. All broadcast 
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equipment should be in place and ready to function no 
less than 15 minutes before the beginning of each session 
of court. 


ILLUSTRATIVE PRINT MEDIA GUIDELINES 

1. The judge has authority to direct whether photo- 
graphs may be taken within the courtroom. The photog- 
rapher should advise the bailiff, prior to the start of a 
court session, that he desires to take photographs. The 
bailiff may have prior instructions from the judge as to 
where the photographer may position himself. In the ab- 
sence of any directions from the judge or bailiff, the 
photographer should remain behind the front row of 
spectator seats. 

2. Unless the judge directs otherwise, no more than 
one still picture photographer is to be taking pictures in 
the courtroom at any one time. [1 is the responsibility of 
each photographer present at the opening of each session 
of court to achieve an understanding with all other pho- 
tographers present as to which will function at any given 
time, or, in the alternative, how they will pool their pho- 
tographic coverage. This understanding must be reached 
outside the courtroom and without imposing on the 
judge or court personnel. 

3. The photographer's dress and equipment should not 
set him apart unduly from other trial spectators. Cam- 
eras which operate without flash and with a minimum of 
noise should be utilized. 

4. The photographer's movements in and out of the 
courtroom and while taking pictures should be unob- 
trusive. He should not, for example, assume body posi- 
tions inappropriate for spectators. 

(B) Administrative Responsibilities. 

(1) A judge should diligently discharge his adminis- 
trative responsibilities, maintain professional competence 
in judicial administration, and facilitate the performance 
of the administrative responsibilities of other judges and 
court officials. 

(2) A judge should require his staff and court officials 
subject to his direction and control to observe the stand- 
ards of fidelity and diligence that apply to him. 

(3) A judge should take or initiate appropriate disci- 
plinary measures against a lawyer for unprofessional 
conduct of which the judge may become aware. 

Comment 

Disciplinary measures may include reporting a lawyer's misconduct to an ap- 
propriate disciplinary body. 

(4) A judge should not make unnecessary appoint- 
ments. He should exercise his power of appointment only 
on the basis of merit, avoiding nepotism and favoritism. 
He should not approve compensation of appointees be- 
yond the fair value of services rendered. 

Comment 

Appointees of the judge include officials such as referees, commissioners, spe- 

cial masters, receivers, guardians and personnel such as clerks, secretaries, and 


bailiffs. Consent by the parties to an appointment or an award of compensation 
does not relieve the judge of the obligation prescribed by this canon. 


(C) Disqualification. 

(1) A judge should disqualify himself in a proceeding 
in which his impartiality might reasonably be ques- 
tioned, including but not limited to instances where: 
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(a) he has a personal bias or prejudice concern- 
ing a party, or personal knowledge of disputed eviden- 
tiary facts concerning the proceeding; 

(b) he served as lawyer in the matter in contro- 
versy, or a lawyer with whom he previously practiced 
law served during such association as a lawyer concern- 
ing the matter, or the judge or such lawyer has been a 
material witness concerning it; 

Comment 
A lawyer in a governmental agency does not necessarily have an association 
with other lawyers employed by that agency within the meaning of this canon; a 
judge formerly employed by a governmental agency, however, should disqualify 


himself in a proceeding if his impartiality might reasonably be questioned be- 
cause of such association. 


(c) he knows that he, individually or as a 
fiduciary, or his spouse or minor child residing in his 
household, has a financial interest in the subject matter 
in controversy or in a party to the proceeding, or any 
other interest that could be substantially affected by the 
outcome of the proceeding; 

(d) he or his spouse, or a person within the third 
degree of relationship to either of them, or the spouse of 
such a person: 

(i) is a party to the proceeding, or an officer, 
director, or trustee of a party; 
(il) is acting as a lawyer in the proceeding; 
Comment 
The fact that a lawyer in a proceeding is affiliated with a law firm with which 
a lawyer-relative of the judge is affiliated does not of itself disqualify the judge. 
Under appropriate circumstances, the fact that "his impartiality might reason- 
ably be questioned" under Canon 3(C)(1), or that the lawyer-relative is known 
by the judge to have an interest in the law firm that could be "substantially af- 


fected by the outcome of the proceeding" under Canon 3(C)(1)(d)(iii) may re- 
quire his disqualification. 


(iii) is known by the judge to have an interest 
that could be substantially affected by the outcome of 
the proceeding; 

(iv) is to the judge's knowledge likely to be a 
material witness in the proceeding. 

(2) A judge should inform himself about his personal 
and fiduciary financial interests, and make a reasonable 
effort to inform himself about the personal financial in- 
terests of his spouse and minor children residing in his 
household. 

(3) For the purposes of this section: 

(a) the degree of relationship is calculated ac- 
cording to the civil law system; 
Comment 

According to the civil law system, the third degree of relationship test would, 

for example, disqualify the judge if his or his spouse's father, grandfather, uncle, 


brother, or niece's husband were a party or lawyer in the proceeding, but would 
not disqualify him if a cousin were a party or lawyer in the proceeding. 


(b) "fiduciary" includes such relationships as ex- 
ecutor, administrator, trustee, and guardian; 

(c) "financial interest" means ownership of a le- 
gal or equitable interest, however small, or a relationship 
as director, advisor, or other active participant in the af- 
fairs of a party, except that: 

(i) ownership in a mutual or common invest- 
ment fund that holds securities is not a "financial inter- 
est" in such securities unless the judge participates in the 
management of the fund; 
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(ii) an office in an educational, religious, char- 
itable, fraternal, or civic organization is not a "financial 
interest" in securities held by the organization; 

(iii) the proprietary interest of a policyholder 
in a mutual insurance company, of a depositor in a mu- 
tual savings association, or a similar proprietary interest, 
is a "financial interest" in the organization only if the 
outcome of the proceeding could substantially affect the 
value of the interest; 

(iv) ownership of government securities is a 
"financial interest" in the issuer only if the outcome of 
the proceeding could substantially affect the value of the 
securities. 

(D) Remittal of Disqualification. 

A judge disqualified by the terms of Canon 
3(C)(1)(c) or Canon 3(C)(1)(d) may, instead of with- 
drawing from the proceeding, disclose on the record the 
basis of his disqualification. If, based on such disclosure, 
the parties and lawyers, independently of the judge's 
participation, all agree in writing that the judge's rela- 
tionship is immaterial or that his financial interest is in- 
substantial, the judge is no longer disqualified, and may 
participate in the proceeding. The agreement, signed by 
all parties and lawyers, shall be incorporated in the 
record of the proceeding. 

Comment 

This procedure is designed to minimize the chance that a party or lawyer will 

feel coerced into an agreement. When a party is not immediately available, the 


judge without violating this canon may proceed on the written assurance of the 
lawyer that his party's consent will be subsequently filed. 


CANON 4—A JUDGE May ENGAGE IN ACTIVITIES To 
IMPROVE THE LAW, THE LEGAL SYSTEM, 
AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 


A judge, subject to the proper performance of his ju- 
dicial duties, may engage in the following quasi-judicial 
activities, if in doing so he does not cast doubt on his 
capacity to decide impartially any issue that may come 
before him: 

(A) He may speak, write, lecture, teach, and participate 
in other activities concerning the law, the legal system, 
and the administration of justice. 

(B) He may appear at a public hearing before an execu- 
tive or legislative body or official on matters concerning 
the law, the legal system, and the administration of jus- 
tice, and he may otherwise consult with an executive or 
legislative body or official, but only on matters concern- 
ing the administration of justice. 

(C) He may serve as a member, officer, or director of an 
organization or governmental agency devoted to the im- 
provement of the law, the legal system, or the adminis- 
tration of justice. He may assist such an organization in 
raising funds and may participate in their management 
and investment, but should not personally participate in 
public fund raising activities. He may make recommen- 
dations to public and private fund granting agencies on 
projects and programs concerning the law, the legal sys- 
tem, and the administration of justice. 

Comment 


As a judicial officer and person specially learned in the law, a judge is in a 
unique position to contribute to the improvement of the law, the legal system, 
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and the administration of justice, including revision of substantive and proce- 
dural law and improvement of criminal and juvenile justice. To the extent that 
his time permits, he is encouraged to do so, either independently or through a bar 
association, judicial conference, or other organization dedicated to the improve- 
ment of the law. 

Extra judicial activities are governed by Canon 5. 


CANON 5—A JUDGE SHOULD REGULATE His ExTRAJU- 
DICIAL ACTIVITIES TO MINIMIZE THE RISK 
OF CONFLICT WITH His JUDICIAL DUTIES 


(A) Avocational Activities. A judge may write, lecture, 
teach, and speak on nonlegal subjects, and engage in the 
arts, sports, and other social and recreational activities, 
if such avocational activities do not detract from the 
dignity of his office or interfere with the performance of 
his judicial duties. 

Comment 


Complete separation of a judge from extrajudicial activities is neither possible 
nor wise; he should not become isolated from the society in which he lives. 


(B) Civic and Charitable Activities. A judge may par- 
ticipate in civic and charitable activities that do not re- 
flect adversely upon his impartiality or interfere with the 
performance of his judicial duties. A judge may serve as 
an officer, director, trustee, or nonlegal advisor of an 
educational, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civic or- 
ganization not conducted for the economic or political 
advantage of its members, subject to the following 
limitations: 

(1) A judge should not serve if it is likely that the or- 
ganization will be engaged in proceedings that would or- 
dinarily come before him or will be regularly engaged in 
adversary proceedings in any court. 

Comment 
The changing nature of some organizations and of their relationship to the law 
makes it necessary for a judge regularly to reexamine the activities of each or- 
ganization with which he is affiliated to determine if it is proper for him to con- 
tinue his relationship with it. For example, in many jurisdictions charitable 
hospitals are now more frequently in court than in the past. Similarly, the boards 
of some legal aid organizations now make policy decisions that may have politi- 


cal significance or imply commitment to causes that may come before the courts 
for adjudication. 


(2) A judge should not solicit funds for any educa- 
tional, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civic organiza- 
tion, or use or permit the use of the prestige of his office 
for that purpose, but he may be listed as an officer, di- 
rector, or trustee of such an organization. He should not 
be a speaker or the guest of honor at an organization's 
fund raising events, but he may attend such events. 

(3) A judge should not give investment advice to such 
an organization, but he may serve on its board of direc- 
tors or trustees even though it has the responsibility for 
approving investment decisions. 

Comment 


A judge's participation in an organization devoted to quasi-judicial activities is 
governed by Canon 4. 


(C) Financial Activities. 

(1) A judge should refrain from financial and business 
dealings that tend to reflect adversely on his impartial- 
ity, interfere with the proper performance of his judicial 
duties, exploit his judicial position, or involve him in 
frequent transactions with lawyers or persons likely to 
come before the court on which he serves. 
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(2) Subject to the requirements of Canon 5(С)(1), а 
judge may hold and manage investments, including real 
estate, and engage in other remunerative activity, but 
should not serve as an officer, director, manager, ad- 
visor, or employee of any business. 

Comment 


The Preamble, section 2, of this code qualifies this canon with regard to a 
judge engaged in a family business at the time this code becomes effective. 


(3) A judge should manage his investments and other 
financial interests to minimize the number of cases in 
which he is disqualified. As soon as he can do so without 
serious financial detriment, he should divest himself of 
investments and other financial interests that might re- 
quire frequent disqualification. 

(4) Neither a judge nor a member of his family resid- 
ing in his household should accept a gift, bequest, favor, 
or loan from anyone except as follows: 

(a) a judge may accept a gift incident to a public 
testimonial to him; books supplied by publishers on a 
complimentary basis for official use; or an invitation to 
the judge and his spouse to attend a bar-related function 
or activity devoted to the improvement of the law, the 
legal system, or the administration of justice; 

(b) a judge or a member of his family residing in 
his household may accept ordinary social hospitality; a 
gift, bequest, favor, or loan from a relative; a wedding or 
engagement gift; a loan from a lending institution in its 
regular course of business on the same terms generally 
available to persons who are not judges; or a scholarship 
or fellowship awarded on the same terms applied to 
other applicants; 

(c) a judge or a member of his family residing in 
his household may accept any other gift, bequest, favor, 
or loan only if the donor is not a party or other person 
whose interests have come or are likely to come before 
him, and, if its value exceeds $100, the judge reports it 
in the same manner as he reports compensation in 
Canon 6(C). 

Comment 


This canon does not apply to contributions to a judge's campaign for judicial 
office, a matter governed by Canon 7. 


(5) For the purposes of this canon "member of his 
family residing in his household" means any relative of a 
judge by blood or marriage, or a person treated by a 
judge as a member of his family, who resides in his 
household. 

(6) A judge is not required by this code to disclose his 
income, debts, or investments, except as provided in this 
canon and Canons 3 and 6. 

Comment 

Canon 3 requires a judge to disqualify himself in any proceeding in which he 
has a financial interest, however small; Canon 5 requires a judge to refrain from 
engaging in business and from financial activities that might interfere with the 
impartial performance of his judicial duties; Canon 6 requires him to report all 
compensation he receives for activities outside his judicial office. A judge has the 
rights of an ordinary citizen, including the right to privacy of his financial af- 
fairs, except to the extent that limitations thereon are required to safeguard the 


proper performance of his duties. Owning and receiving income from investments 
do not as such affect the performance of a judge's duties. 


(7) Information acquired by a judge in his judicial 
capacity should not be used or disclosed by him in fi- 
nancial dealings or for any other purpose not related to 
his judicial duties. 
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(8) Subject to the limitations and requirements of 

Canon 6, a judge may accept compensation and reim- 
bursement of expenses for the solemnization of mar- 
riages, performed outside of regular court hours, 
pursuant to RCW 26.04.050. 
(D) Fiduciary Activities. A judge should not serve as the 
executor, administrator, trustee, guardian, or other 
fiduciary, except for the estate, trust, or person of a 
member of his family, and then only if such service will 
not interfere with the proper performance of his judicial 
duties. "Member of his family" includes a spouse, child, 
grandchild, parent, grandparent, or other relative or 
person with whom the judge maintains a close familial 
relationship. As a family fiduciary a judge is subject to 
the following restrictions: 

(1) He should not serve if it is likely that as a 
fiduciary he will be engaged in proceedings that would 
ordinarily come before him, or if the estate, trust, or 
ward becomes involved in adversary proceedings in the 
court on which he serves or one under its appellate 
jurisdiction. 

Comment 
The Preamble, section 2, of this code qualifies this canon with regard to a 


judge who is an executor, administrator, trustee, or other fiduciary at the time 
this code becomes effective. 


(2) While acting as a fiduciary a judge is subject to 
the same restrictions on financial activities that apply to 
him in his personal capacity. 

Comment 

A judge's obligation under this canon and his obligation as a fiduciary may 

come into conflict. For example, a judge should resign as trustee if it would re- 


sult in detriment to the trust to divest it of holdings whose retention would place 
the judge in violation of Canon 5(C)(3). 


(E) Arbitration. A judge should not act as an arbitrator 
or mediator. 
(F) Practice of Law. A judge should not practice law. 
(G) Extrajudicial Appointments. A judge should not ac- 
cept appointment to a governmental committee, com- 
mission, or other position that is concerned with issues of 
fact or policy on matters other than the improvement of 
the law, the legal system, or the administration of jus- 
tice. A judge, however, may represent his country, state, 
or locality on ceremonial occasions or in connection with 
historical, educational, and cultural activities. 
Comment 

Valuable services have been rendered in the past to the states and the nation 
by judges appointed by the executive to undertake important extrajudicial as- 
signments. The appropriateness of conferring these assignments on judges must 
be reassessed, however, in light of the demands on judicial manpower created by 
today's crowded dockets and the need to protect the courts from involvement in 
extra judicial matters that may prove to be controversial. Judges should not be 


expected or permitted to accept governmental appointments that could interfere 
with the effectiveness and independence of the judiciary. 


CANON 6—A JUDGE SHOULD REGULARLY FILE RE- 
PORTS OF COMPENSATION RECEIVED FOR 
Quasi-JUDICIAL AND EXTRAJUDICIAL AC- 
TIVITIES 


A judge may receive compensation and reimburse- 
ment of expenses for the quasi-judicial and extrajudicial 
activities permitted by this code, if the source of such 
payments does not give the appearance of influencing 
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the judge in his judicial duties or otherwise give the ap- 
pearance of impropriety, subject to the following restric- 
tions: 

(A) Compensation. Compensation should not exceed a 
reasonable amount nor should it exceed what a person 
who is not a judge would receive for the same activity. 
(B) Expense Reimbursement. Expense reimbursement 
should be limited to the actual cost of travel, food, and 
lodging reasonably incurred by the judge and, where ap- 
propriate to the occasion, by his spouse. Any payment in 
excess of such an amount is compensation. 

(C) Public Reports. A judge should make such financial 
disclosures as required by law. 


CANON 7—A JUDGE SHOULD REFRAIN FROM POLITI- 
CAL ACTIVITY INAPPROPRIATE TO His Ju- 
DICIAL OFFICE 


(A) Political Conduct in General. 

(1) A judge or a candidate for election to judicial of- 
fice should not: 

(a) act as a leader or hold any office in a politi- 
cal organization; 

(b) make speeches for a political organization or 
candidate or publicly endorse a nonjudicial candidate for 
public office; 

(c) solicit funds for or pay an assessment or 
make a contribution to a political organization or nonju- 
dicial candidate, attend political gatherings, or purchase 
tickets for political party dinners, or other functions, ex- 
cept as authorized in Canon 7(A)(2); 

(2) A judge holding an office filled by public election 
between competing candidates or candidates for such of- 
fice, may attend political gatherings and speak to such 
gatherings on his own behalf or that of another judicial 
candidate. The judge or candidate shall not identify 
himself as a member of a political party, and he shall 
not contribute to a political party or organization. 

(3) A judge shall resign his office when he becomes a 
candidate either in a party primary or in a general elec- 
tion for a nonjudicial office, except that he may continue 
to hold his judicial office while being a candidate for 
election to or serving as a delegate in a state constitu- 
tional convention, if he is otherwise permitted by law to 
do so. 

(4) A judge should not engage in any other political 
activity except on behalf of measures to improve the law, 
the legal system, or the administration of justice. 

(B) Campaign Conduct. 

(1) A candidate, including an incumbent judge, for a 
judicial office that is filled either by public election be- 
tween competing candidates or on the basis of a merit 
system election: 

(a) should maintain the dignity appropriate to 
judicial office, and should encourage members of his 
family to adhere to the same standards of political con- 
duct that apply to him; 

(b) should prohibit public officials or employees 
subject to his direction or control from doing for him 
what-he is prohibited from doing under this canon; and 
except to the extent authorized under Canon 7(B)(2) or 
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(B)(3), he should not allow any other person to do for 
him what he is prohibited from doing under this canon; 

(c) should not make pledges or promises of con- 
duct in office other than the faithful and impartial per- 
formance of the duties of the office; announce his views 
on disputed legal or political issues; or misrepresent his 
identity, qualifications, present position, or other fact. 

(d) should not permit false, misleading, or decep- 
tive campaign advertising to be published or broadcast 
in behalf of his candidacy. 

(2) A candidate, including an incumbent judge, for a 
judicial office that is filled by public election between 
competing candidates should not himself solicit or accept 
campaign funds, but he may establish committees of re- 
sponsible persons to secure and manage the expenditure 
of funds for his campaign and to obtain public state- 
ments of support for his candidacy. Such committees are 
not prohibited from soliciting campaign contributions 
and public support from lawyers or others. A candidate's 
committees may solicit funds for his campaign no earlier 
than 120 days from the date when filing for that office is 
first permitted and no later than 30 days after the last 
election in which he participates during the election 
year. A candidate should not use or permit the use of 
campaign contributions for the private benefit of himself 
or members of his family. The candidate should comply 
with all laws requiring public disclosure of campaign 
finances. 

(3) An incumbent judge who is a candidate for reten- 
tion in or reelection to office without a competing can- 
didate, and whose candidacy has drawn active 
opposition, may campaign in response thereto and may 
obtain publicly stated support and campaign funds in the 
manner provided in Canon 7(B)(2). 
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TABLE OF RULES 

Rule 

1 Scope of Rules; Parties 

2 Initiating Supreme Court Consideration 

3 Contesting Recommendation 

4 Record on Review 

5 Briefs 

6 Hearing 

7 Additional Evidence or Findings—Remand 

8 Motion 

9 Decision and Reconsideration 
10 Effect of Discipline 
11 Reinstatement of Eligibility To Hold Judicial Office 
12 Informal Admonishment or Reprimand by Commission 
13 Substitute Panel 
14 Supplemental Provisions 


RULE I 
SCOPE OF RULES; PARTIES 
(a) Supreme Court Consideration. A decision of the 
Judicial Qualifications Commission that recommends 


the discipline or retirement of a judge or justice (hereaf- 
ter "judge") or that recommends that a judge should or 
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should not be reinstated to eligibility to hold judicial of- 
fice will be considered by the Supreme Court in the 
manner provided by these rules. 

(b) Judicial Qualifications Commission. The proceed- 
ings of the Judicial Qualifications Commission (hereaf- 
ter "commission") are governed by rules adopted by the 
commission. 

(c) Parties. The only parties to a proceeding under 
these rules are the commission and the judge who is the 
subject of the commission recommendation of discipline 
or retirement. 

(d) Discipline. As used in these rules, "discipline" in- 
cludes admonishment, reprimand, censure, suspension, 
and removal from office, but does not include admon- 
ishment or reprimand agreed to by the judge as provided 
in rule 12. 

Comment 

Section (a). The Supreme Court may only consider a Judicial Qualifications 
Commission recommendation of discipline or retirement. Const. art. 4, § 31 
(amend. 71). The word "judge" will be used throughout the rules rather than the 
terms "judge or justice" found in the constitution. 

Section (b). The commission determines its own rules for proceedings before 
it. Const. art. 4, 8 31 (amend. 71). 

Section (c). Only the commission and the judge will be parties to Supreme 
Court proceedings. 

Section (d). Rule 12 authorizes the commission to informally admonish or 
reprimand a judge without referring the matter to the Supreme Court. The word 


"discipline" used throughout these rules does not include this informal admon- 
ishment or reprimand. 


RULE 2 
INITIATING SUPREME COURT CONSIDERATION 


(a) Generally. Decisions of the commission recom- 
mending to the Supreme Court that a judge should be 
disciplined or retired shall be in writing. The commission 
shall serve on the judge a copy of its decision recom- 
mending that the Supreme Court discipline or retire the 
judge. Unless a matter is disposed of under rule 12, the 
commission shall file a copy of its decision with the Su- 
preme Court when the commission's decision is final un- 
der the rules of the commission. The commission shall 
serve notice on the judge of the date the decision has 
been filed with the Supreme Court. 

(b) Time for Filing. The written decision of the com- 
mission shall specify the time period in which the judge 
may file a notice of contest under rule 3. The period 
may not be shorter than 7 days nor longer than 28 days 
after the date of service on the judge of notice that the 
decision has been filed with the Supreme Court. 

Comment 

Section (a). The commission's recommendation to the Supreme Court must be 
in writing. The rule does not prohibit the commission from giving the judge a 
proposed recommendation to determine if discipline can be imposed by agree- 
ment under rule 12. The rule also accommodates a process for reconsideration by 
the commission before filing a recommendation with the Supreme Court. 

Section (b). This section delegates to the commission the responsibility of de- 
termining how much time should be allowed for the filing of a notice of contest. 
The commission is in the best position to know whether the particular case re- 


Quires prompt action or may be handled in a manner closely approximating the 
normal time limits for an appeal to the Supreme Court. 


RULE 3 
CONTESTING RECOMMENDATION 


(a) Generally. A judge who seeks to contest a recom- 
mendation of discipline or retirement must file a notice 
of contest with the Supreme Court and the commission. 
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The notice must be filed within the time period specified 
in the decision of the commission as provided in rule 
2(b). 

(b) Form of Notice. The notice of contest must (1) be 
titled a notice of contest, (2) describe the portions of the 
recommendation of the commission that the judge 
wishes to contest, and (3) name the judge seeking to 
contest the recommendation. The notice must be signed 
by the judge or by counsel The name, address, and 
telephone number of the lawyer for any party repre- 
sented by counsel should be placed on the notice. The 
residence address and telephone number of the judge 
seeking to contest the recommendation should also be 
included on the notice. 

Comment 
Section (a). The judge who wishes to contest a commission recommendation 


must file a notice of contest. The time period for filing a notice of contest is de- 
termined by the commission. See rule 2(b). 


RULE 4 
RECORD ON REVIEW 


(a) Transcription of Proceedings. Except as provided 
in section (b), upon receipt of a timely filed notice of 
. contest, the commission shall at its own expense tran- 
scribe those portions of the record of the proceedings in- 
volving those charges upon which the recommendation 
of the commission is based. The transcription of the 
record and copies of relevant material filed with the 
commission shall be forwarded by the commission to the 
judge within the time authorized by the Supreme Court. 
Any objections relating to the accuracy and content of 
the record must be made within 14 days after service of 
the record on the judge. Objections shall be decided in 
accordance with the rules of the commission. The com- 
mission shall forward the record to the Supreme Court 
after objections are determined by the commission or, in 
the absence of objection, after the time for objection has 
expired. 

(b) Agreed Record in Contested Proceedings. The 
commission and the judge may agree to a record in con- 
tested proceedings different from. that required by sec- 
tion (a). The agreed record shall contain sufficient 
material to permit the Supreme Court to consider the 
decision of the commission. 

(c) Uncontested Proceedings. If the judge has not 
timely filed a notice of contest, the record shall consist 
of the decision of the commission and any other portions 
of the proceeding which the Supreme Court deems rele- 
vant for its consideration. 

Comment 

Section (a). The rule provides that the commission will prepare the record іп а 
contested proceeding. The commission will only need to transcribe those portions 
of the proceedings which are relevant to its recommendation. Thus, if the judge 
was originally charged with five different violations of the Code of Judicial Con- 
duct and the commission recommends discipline based on only one of those, it 
would only need to transcribe the portions of the proceedings relevant to the 
charge actually found. The commission will first serve the record on the judge to 
allow for its determination of any objections to the record before the matter is 
referred to the Supreme Court. If a party is not satisfied with the commission's 
determination of the objection, the Supreme Court will decide the matter. 

Section (b). There may be circumstances when the commission and the judge 
disagree only over a limited part of the commission recommendation. In such 
circumstances, an agreed record is authorized. Cf. RAP 9.4. 

Section (c). If a judge does not contest the commission recommendations, the 


record will only consist of the commission decision, supplemented by those por- 
tions of the record the Supreme Court deems relevant. 
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RULE 5 
BRIEFS 


(a) Contested Proceedings. If a notice of contest is 
timely filed, the Supreme Court will establish a schedule 
for filing briefs. 

(b) Uncontested Proceedings. If a notice of contest is 
not timely filed, briefs will not be required unless re- 
quested by the Supreme Court. 

(c) Content of Brief. A brief should contain under ap- 
propriate headings and in the order here indicated: 

(1) Title Page. A title page, which is the cover. 

(2) Tables. A table of contents, with page references, 
and a table of cases (alphabetically arranged), statutes, 
and other authorities cited, with references to the pages 
of the brief where cited. 

(3) Statement of the Case. A fair statement of the 
facts and procedure relevant to the recommended disci- 
pline or retirement, without argument. Reference to the 
record must be included for each factual statement. 

(4) Statement of the Issues. A statement of the issues 
presented by the commission's recommendation. 

(5) Argument. The argument in support of the relief 
sought by the party filing the brief, together with cita- 
tions to legal authority and references to relevant parts 
of the record. The argument may be preceded by a 
summary. 

(6) Conclusion. A short conclusion stating the precise 
relief sought. 

(7) Appendix. An appendix to the brief if deemed ap- 
propriate by the party submitting the brief. 

(d) Typing and Filing Brief. Rule of Appellate Proce- 
dure 10.4(a) is applicable to briefs filed under these 
rules. 

(e) Preparation of Brief. Rules of Appellate Procedure 
10.4(b), (c), (e), (f), and (g) are applicable to briefs 
filed under these rules. 

(f) Service of Brief. A party shall serve a copy of the 
party's brief on all other parties at or before the time the 
brief is filed with the Supreme Court. 

(g) Reproduction of Brief. Rule of Appellate Procedure 
10.5(a) is applicable to a brief filed under these rules. 

(h) Submission of Improper Brief. Rule of Appellate 
Procedure 10.7 is applicable to a brief filed under these 
rules. 

(i) Amicus Curiae Brief. Rule of Appellate Procedure 
10.6 is applicable to an amicus curiae brief filed under 
these rules. 

Comment 

Section (a). If a proceeding is contested, the court will set the schedule for fil- 
ing briefs. This will allow the court flexibility to accelerate those cases which 
should be speedily resolved, while permitting more time for cases which do not 
require quick resolution. 

Section (b). In an uncontested case, the court will usually decide the case 
based on the decision of the commission, which should include the factual basis 
for the commission's recommendation. The court may order a brief from the 
commission if it concludes additional information is necessary. 

Section (c). This section is adapted from RAP 10.3. 

Section (i). As a general rule persons other than parties will not be aware of a 
discipline or retirement proceeding, but the court or a party may occasionally 


find the need for an amicus curiae brief. This section incorporates the relevant 
appellate rule. 
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RULE 6 
HEARING 


(a) Contested Proceedings. Ш a notice of contest is 
timely filed, the Supreme Court will set the date for the 
hearing with oral argument. Oral argument will be gov- 
erned by Title 11 of the Rules of Appellate Procedure. 

(b) Uncontested Proceedings. If a notice of contest has 
not been filed, oral argument will not be held unless re- 
quested by the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court will 
nevertheless notify the parties of the date set for the 
hearing without oral argument. 

Comment 

Section (a). Normally the court will hear oral argument only in contested 
proceedings. The court will set the date for oral argument at the same time it 
sets the briefing schedule. RAP Title 11 governs oral argument. 

Section (b). The court is required to hold a hearing in order to impose disci- 
pline or to retire a judge. Const. art. 4, 8 31 (amend. 71). If a proceeding is un- 


contested, the court will set a date for considering the commission 
recommendation, but it will not ordinarily schedule time for oral argument. 


RULE 7 
ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE OR FINDINGS—REMAND 


If the Supreme Court on its own motion or on the 
motion of the commission or the judge determines that 
further commission proceedings, additional evidence, or 
additional findings will aid the Supreme Court, the Su- 
preme Court may remand the case to the commission or 
accept supplementary materials without remand. 

Comment 

The Supreme Court may conclude, either on its own or at the instance of a 
party, that additional commission proceedings are desirable. The Supreme Court 
may decide that the commission should reconsider the recommendation or obtain 
additional evidence. This rule permits a remand for these purposes. The rule also 
authorizes the Supreme Court to receive additional evidence. The generally ac- 
cepted standard of review for Supreme Court proceedings in the area of judicial 
misconduct or disability is an "independent evaluation of the evidence." Hence, 
the Supreme Court functions with a broader standard of review than is usual for 
an appellate court reviewing a trial court decision. This rule allows maximum 


flexibility for supplementing the record. Cf. ABA Standards 7.4-7.6 which are 
consistent with this approach. 


RULE 8 
MOTION 


(a) Relief Available. A party may seek relief, other 
than a decision of the case on the merits, by a motion. 
Rules of Appellate Procedure 17.3(a) and 17.4 are ap- 
plicable to the motion filed under these rules. 

(b) No Oral Argument. Motions will ordinarily be de- 
cided without oral argument. 

(c) Motions Decided by Department or Full Court. A 
motion will be decided by a department of the Supreme 
Court or by the full Supreme Court. 


RULE 9 
DECISION AND RECONSIDERATION 


(a) Decision by Full Court. Hearings on the merits un- 
der these rules will ordinarily be heard by nine justices. 
A reference to Supreme Court Justice or Justices in 
these rules includes regular and pro tempore justices. A 
reference to the Supreme Court includes the Supreme 
Court as regularly constituted, and the Supreme Court 
with one or more justices pro tempore. 

(b) Postponement of Decision. The Supreme Court 
may postpone Supreme Court proceedings involving a 
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judge if there are other proceedings pending before the 
commission involving that same judge. 

(c) Decision Imposing Discipline or Retirement. Disci- 
pline may be imposed or retirement ordered only upon 
the affirmative vote of at least five Supreme Court Jus- 
tices. The decision of the court shall be in the form of a 
written opinion. The Supreme Court may impose the 
sanction recommended by the commission, or any other 
sanction that the Supreme Court deems proper. 

(d) Finality of Decision. The decision of the Supreme 
Court becomes final 14 days after the decision is filed, 
unless а motion for reconsideration of the decision is 
earlier filed. If a timely motion for reconsideration is 
filed, the decision of the Supreme Court becomes final 
when the motion for reconsideration is denied. If the 
motion for reconsideration is granted, the reconsidered 
decision is final when filed. The Supreme Court decision 
is effective when final, unless otherwise provided by the 
Supreme Court in its decision. 

(e) Motion for Reconsideration. A party seeking re- 
consideration of a decision must file a motion for recon- 
sideration within 14 days after the decision of the 
Supreme Court has been filed. Rules of Appellate Pro- 
cedure 12.4(c) through (h) are applicable to proceedings 
under these rules. 

Comment 

Section (a). The Supreme Court will ordinarily decide a judicial discipline case 
with a full panel of nine justices, drawing from justices pro tempore if necessary, 
to create a full panel. The rule does provide, however, that a decision by less than 
nine justices will be effective if the decision is supported by at least five justices. 

Section (b). The ABA Standards recommend that the court dispose of all 
matters regarding the discipline of a particular judge at one time. ABA Stand- 
ards Relating to Judicial Discipline and Retirement, Std. 7.6. 

Section (c). The Supreme Court must approve the discipline of a judge with at 
least five votes. The court may impose the discipline it determines is proper. 

Section (d). A party has 14 days in which to file a motion for reconsideration. 
И no motion is filed, the decision is final at the end of the 14-day period. If a 
motion is filed, the decision is final when the motion is denied or when the re- 
considered decision is filed. This parallels RAP 12.4 which permits only one mo- 


tion for reconsideration. This paragraph supersedes RCW 2.04.170 to the extent 
the statute is in conflict with this rule. 


Кие 10 
EFFECT OF DISCIPLINE 


(a) Removal or Retirement. The office of a judge re- 
moved or retired by the Supreme Court becomes vacant 
when the Supreme Court decision is final. A judge may 
not perform any judicial duties thereafter. A judge who 
is removed or retired by the Supreme Court is no longer 
eligible for judicial office unless the eligibility of the 
person removed or retired is reinstated by the Supreme 
Court. 

(b) Suspension. The office of a judge suspended by the 
Supreme Court does not become vacant, but the judge 
may not perform any judicial duties during the period of 
suspension, except to the extent the decision of the Su- 
preme Court provides otherwise. 

(c) Effect of Discipline on Salary. A decision imposing 
discipline other than removal or retirement will state the 
effect of the discipline upon the salary of the judge. 
Subject to the limitation in rule 9(c), the Supreme Court 
may diminish the salary of the judge based only on the 
prospective future decrease in the judge's workload 
brought about by the discipline imposed by the Supreme 
Court. 
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Comment 

Section (a). The constitution provides that a judicial office becomes vacant if a 
judge is removed or retired. Const. art. 4, 8 31 (amend. 71). 

Section (b). If а judge is suspended from office, the implication is that the of- 
fice is not vacant. This section makes this clear. The rule does not allow a judge 
to perform judicial duties while suspended, except as may be otherwise author- 
ized by the Supreme Court. 

Section (c). The constitution requires the Supreme Court to specify the effect 
on the judge's salary of discipline other than removal or retirement. The Su- 
preme Court will not use its power to affect salary as a means of imposing a fine 
on the judge, which is not specifically authorized by the constitution. Statutes 
control the collateral effect on retirement benefits of a Supreme Court decision 
affecting payment of a judge's salary. 


RULE 11 


REINSTATEMENT OF ELIGIBILITY TO HOLD 
JUDICIAL OFFICE 


(a) Petition Filed With Commission. A former judge 
who has been removed from office or retired by the Su- 
preme Court may apply to the commission for reinstate- 
ment of eligibility to hold judicial office. 

(b) Commission Recommendation. The commission 
shall determine whether the applicant has made an af- 
firmative showing that reinstatement will not be detri- 
mental to the integrity and standing of the judiciary and 
the administration of justice, or be contrary to the public 
interest. The commission recommendation on the appli- 
cation shall be in writing. 

(c) Supreme Court Procedure. A decision recommend- 
ing that a former judge should or should not be rein- 
stated to eligibility to hold judicial office shall be 
processed under these rules in the same manner as a de- 
cision of the commission recommending the discipline or 
retirement of a judge. 

Comment 

Section (a). The constitution gives to the Supreme Court the authority to re- 
instate the eligibility of a removed or retired judge to hold judicial office. The 
constitution does not establish standards for reinstatement. This section provides 
that the commission will initially consider an application for reinstatement. 

Section (b). This section is modeled after rule 8.6(a) of the Discipline Rules 
for Attorneys. The Supreme Court has considered the question of attorney rein- 
statement several times. The standard set forth in the rule along with the devel- 
oped case law will provide the commission and the Supreme Court with a basis 
for determining whether to reinstate a former judge's eligibility. 

Section (c). Once a commission recommendation is filed with the Supreme 


Court, the procedure will be the same as in cases involving the discipline or re- 
tirement of a judge. 


RULE 12 


INFORMAL ADMONISHMENT OR REPRIMAND 
BY COMMISSION 


(a) Generally. The commission may informally ad- 
monish or reprimand a judge, but only with the agree- 
ment of that judge. The agreement shall provide whether 
the agreement of the judge to the admonishment or rep- 
rimand may be considered as an admission of miscon- 
duct by the judge. In any event, the conduct causing the 
admonishment or reprimand may be considered in the 
event of a future complaint against the same judge. The 
agreed admonishment or reprimand may include an 
agreement by the judge to desist from certain prescribed 
conduct. 

(b) Effect of Informal Admonishment or Reprimand. 
An agreement to informally admonish or reprimand a 
judge terminates the complaint or complaints which 
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gave rise to the admonishment or reprimand, without the 
necessity of referring the matter to the Supreme Court. 
Comment 

Const. art. 4, 8 31 (amend. 71) gives the Supreme Court the authority to im- 
pose discipline on judges. Arguably, the commission may not engage in informal 
dispositions without authority from the Supreme Court. This rule delegates a 
small, but important, part of the Supreme Court's discipline power to the com- 
mission. The commission is only empowered to informally admonish or repri- 
mand a judge. If more serious discipline is called for, the Supreme Court must 
impose the discipline. The rule requires the consent of the judge. The judge will, 


thereby, be waiving any right to have discipline imposed only by the Supreme 
Court. Cf. ABA Standard 6.6. 


RULE 13 
SUBSTITUTE PANEL 


(a) Generally. If a justice of the Supreme Court is the 
sub ject of a recommendation for discipline or retirement, 
a substitute panel of nine judges shall be selected as 
provided in this rule to serve as justices pro tempore to 
consider the commission recommendation. 

(b) Selection of Justices Pro Tempore. The presiding 
chief judge of the Court of Appeals shall be one member 
of the substitute panel and shall be the chief justice pro 
tempore unless the judge disqualifies himself or herself 
or is otherwise disqualified by section (c). The clerk of 
the Supreme Court shall select the balance of the jus- 
tices pro tempore by lot from all remaining active Court 
of Appeals judges. If there are fewer than nine judges of 
the Court of Appeals who are not disqualified, the panel 
shall be completed by the clerk by selecting by lot from 
the active superior court judges until a full panel of nine 
justices pro tempore has been selected. 

(c) Disqualification. A judge may disqualify himself or 
herself without cause. No judge who has served as a 
master or a member of the commission in the particular 
proceeding or who is otherwise disqualified may serve on 
the substitute panel. No judge against whom a formal 
charge is pending before the commission shall serve on 
the panel. 

(d) Chief Justice Pro Tempore. If the presiding chief 
judge of the Court of Appeals is not a member of the 
substitute panel, the substitute panel shall select one of 
its members to serve as chief justice pro tempore. 


RULE 14 
SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS 


(a) Service and Filing With the Court. Rule of Appel- 
late Procedure 18.5 governs service, proof of service, and 
filing of papers under these rules. 

(b) Computation of Time. Rule of Appellate Procedure 
18.6 applies to the computation of time under these 
rules. 

(c) Waiver of Rules and Sanctions for Violation of 
Rules. Rules of Appellate Procedure 18.8(a) and (d) and 
18.9(a) are applicable to proceedings under these rules. 

(d) Applicability of RAP. Upon order of the Supreme 
Court, the Rules of Appellate Procedure may be made 
applicable to any part of the proceeding involving the 
discipline or retirement of a judge not governed by these 
rules. 
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PREAMBLE 

The continued existence of a free and democratic so- 
ciety depends upon recognition of the concept that jus- 
tice is based upon the rule of law grounded in respect for 
the dignity of the individual and the capacity through 
reason for enlightened self-government. Law so 
grounded makes justice possible, for only through such 
law does the dignity of the individual attain respect and 
protection. Without it, individual rights become subject 
to unrestrained power, respect for law is destroyed, and 
rational self-government is impossible. 

Lawyers, as guardians of the law, play a vital role in 
the preservation of society. The fulfillment of this role 
requires an understanding by lawyers of their relation- 
ship with and function in our legal system. A consequent 
obligation of lawyers is to maintain the highest stand- 
ards of ethical conduct. 

In fulfilling professional responsibilities, a lawyer nec- 
essarily assumes various roles that require the perform- 
ance of many difficult tasks. Not every situation which a 
lawyer may encounter can be foreseen, but fundamental 
ethical principles are always present as guidelines. 
Within the framework of these principles, a lawyer must 
with courage and foresight be able and ready to shape 
the body of the law to the ever-changing relationships of 
society. 

The Rules of Professional Conduct point the way to 
the aspiring and provide standards by which to judge the 
transgressor. Each lawyer must find within his or her 
own conscience the touchstone against which to test the 
extent to which his or her actions should rise above min- 
imum standards. But in the last analysis it is the desire 
for the respect and confidence of the members of the le- 
gal profession and the society which the lawyer serves 
that should provide to a lawyer the incentive for the 
highest possible degree of ethical conduct. The possible 
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loss of that respect and confidence is the ultimate sanc- 
tion. So long as its practitioners are guided by these 
principles, the law will continue to be a noble profession. 
This is its greatness and its strength, which permit of no 
compromise. 


PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

The Rules of Professional Conduct are mandatory in 
character. The rules state the minimum level of conduct 
below which no lawyer can fall without being subject to 
disciplinary action. Within the framework of fair trial, 
the rules should be uniformly applied to all lawyers, re- 
gardless of the nature of their professional activities. The 
rules make no attempt to prescribe either disciplinary 
procedures or penalties for violation of a rule, nor do 
they undertake to define standards for civil liability of 
lawyers for professional conduct. The severity of judg- 
ment against one found guilty of violating a rule should 
be determined by the character of the offense and the 
attendant circumstances. 


TERMINOLOGY 

"Belief" or "believes" denotes that the person involved 
actually supposed the fact in question to be true. A per- 
son's belief may be inferred from circumstances. 

"Confidence" refers to information protected by the 
attorney-client privilege under applicable law, and "se- 
cret" refers to other information gained in the profes- 
sional relationship that the client has requested be held 
inviolate or the disclosure of which would be embarrass- 
ing or would be likely to be detrimental to the client. 

"Consult" or "consultation" denotes communication 
of information reasonably sufficient to permit the client 
to appreciate the significance of the matter in question. 

"Firm" or "law firm" denotes a lawyer or lawyers in a 
private firm, lawyers employed in the legal department 
of a corporation or other organization and lawyers em- 
ployed in a legal services organization. 

"Fraud" or "fraudulent" denotes conduct having a 
purpose to deceive and not merely negligent misrepre- 
sentation or failure to apprise another of relevant infor- 
mation. 

"Knowingly," "known," or "knows" denotes actual 
knowledge of the fact in question. A person's knowledge 
may be inferred from circumstances. 

"Partner" denotes a member of a partnership and a 
shareholder in a law firm organized as a professional 
corporation. 

"Reasonable" or "reasonably" when used in relation 
to conduct by a lawyer denotes the conduct of a reason- 
ably prudent and competent lawyer. 

"Reasonable belief" or "reasonably believes" when 
used in reference to a lawyer denotes that the lawyer 
believes the matter in question and that the circum- 
stances are such that the belief is reasonable. 

"Reasonably should know" when used in reference to 
a lawyer denotes that a lawyer of reasonable prudence 
and competence would ascertain the matter in question. 

"Secret" see "confidence". 

"Substantial" when used in reference to degree or ex- 
tent denotes a material matter of clear and weighty 
importance. 
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TITLE 1 


RULE 1.1 
COMPETENCE 


A lawyer shall provide competent representation to a 
client. Competent representation requires the legal 
knowledge, skill, thoroughness and preparation reason- 
ably necessary for the representation. 


RULE 1.2 
SCOPE OF REPRESENTATION 


(a) A lawyer shall abide by a client's decisions con- 
cerning the objectives of representation, subject to sec- 
tions (c), (d), and (e), and shall consult with the client 
as to the means by which they are to be pursued. A 
lawyer shall abide by a client's decision whether to ac- 
cept an offer of settlement of a matter. In a criminal 
case, the lawyer shall abide by the client's decision, after 
consultation with the lawyer, as to a plea to be entered, 
whether to waive jury trial and whether the client will 
testify. 

(b) A lawyer's representation of a client, including 
representation by appointment, does not constitute an 
endorsement of the client's political, economic, social or 
moral views or activities. 

(c) A lawyer may limit the objectives of the represen- 
tation if the client consents after consultation. 

(d) A lawyer shall not counsel a client to engage, or 
assist a client, in conduct that the lawyer knows is crim- 
inal or fraudulent, but a lawyer may discuss the legal 
consequences of any proposed course of conduct with a 
client and may counsel or assist a client to make a good 
faith effort to determine the validity, scope, meaning or 
application of the law. 

(e) When a lawyer knows that a client expects assist- 
ance not permitted by the Rules of Professional Conduct 
or other law, the lawyer shall consult with the client 
regarding the relevant limitations on the lawyer's con- 
duct. 


RULE 1.3 
DILIGENCE 


A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and 
promptness in representing a client. 


RULE 1.4 
COMMUNICATION 

(a) A lawyer shall keep a client reasonably informed 
about the status of a matter and promptly comply with 
reasonable requests for information. 

(b) A lawyer shall explain a matter to the extent rea- 
sonably necessary to permit the client to make informed 
decisions regarding the representation. 

RULE 1.5 
FEES 
(a) A lawyer's fee shall be reasonable. The factors to 


be considered in determining the reasonableness of a fee 
include the following: 
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(1) The time and labor required, the novelty and dif- 
ficulty of the questions involved, and the skill requisite 
to perform the legal service properly; 

(2) The likelihood, if apparent to the client, that the 
acceptance of the particular employment will preclude 
other employment by the lawyer; 

(3) The fee customarily charged in the locality for 
similar legal services; 

(4) The amount involved and the results obtained; 

(5) The time limitations imposed by the client or by 
the circumstances; 

(6) The nature and length of the professional rela- 
tionship with the client; 

(7) The experience, reputation, and ability of the law- 
yer or lawyers performing the services; and 

(8) Whether the fee is fixed or contingent. 

(b) When the lawyer has not regularly represented the 
client, the basis or rate of the fee shall be communicated 
to the client, preferably in writing, before or within a 
reasonable time after commencing the representation. 

(c) A fee may be contingent on the outcome of the 
matter for which the service is rendered, except in a 
matter in which a contingent fee is prohibited by section 
(d) or other law. A contingent fee agreement shall be in 
writing and shall state the method by which the fee is to 
be determined, including the percentage or percentages 
that shall accrue to the lawyer in the event of settlement, 
trial or appeal, litigation and other expenses to be de- 
ducted from the recovery, and whether such expenses 
are to be deducted before or after the contingent fee is 
calculated. Upon conclusion of a contingent fee matter, 
the lawyer shall provide the client with a written state- 
ment stating the outcome of the matter and, if there is a 
recovery, showing the remittance: to the client and the 
method of its determination. 

(d) A lawyer shall not enter into an arrangement for, 
charge, or collect: 

(1) Any fee in a domestic relations matter, the pay- 
ment or amount of which is contingent upon the secur- 
ing of a dissolution or annulment of marriage or upon 
the amount of maintenance or support, or property set- 
tlement in lieu thereof (except in postdissolution pro- 
ceedings); or 

(2) A contingent fee for representing a defendant in a 
criminal case. 

(e) A division of fee between lawyers who are not in 
the same firm may be made only if: 

(1) The division is between the lawyer and a duly 
authorized lawyer referral service of either the Wash- 
ington State Bar Association or of one of the county bar 
associations of this state; or 

(2) The division is in proportion to the services pro- 
vided by each lawyer or, by written agreement with the 
client, each lawyer assumes joint responsibility for the 
representation; the client is advised of and does not ob- 
ject to the participation of all the lawyers involved; and 
the total fee is reasonable. 
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RULE 1.6 
CONFIDENTIALITY 


(a) A lawyer shall not reveal confidences or secrets re- 
lating to representation of a client unless the client con- 
sents after consultation, except for disclosures that are 
impliedly authorized in order to carry out the represen- 
tation, and except as stated in section (b). 

(b) A lawyer may reveal such confidences or secrets to 
the extent the lawyer reasonably believes necessary: 

(1) To prevent the client from committing a crime; or 

(2) To establish a claim or defense on behalf of the 
lawyer in a controversy between the lawyer and the cli- 
ent, to establish a defense to a criminal charge or civil 
claim against the lawyer based upon conduct in which 
the client was involved, to respond to allegations in any 
proceeding concerning the lawyer's representation of the 
client, or pursuant to court order. 


RULE 1.7 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST; GENERAL RULE 


(a) A lawyer shall not represent a client if the repre- 
sentation of that client will be directly adverse to an- 
other client, unless: 

(1) The lawyer reasonably believes the representation 
will not adversely affect the relationship with the other 
client; and 

(2) Each client consents in writing after consultation 
and a full disclosure of the material facts (following au- 
thorization from the other client to make such a disclo- 
sure). j 

(b) A lawyer shall not represent a client if the repre- 
sentation of that client may be materially limited by the 
lawyer's responsibilities to another client or to a third 
person, or by the lawyer's own interests, unless: 

(1) The lawyer reasonably believes the representation 
will not be adversely affected; and 

(2) The client consents in writing after consultation 
and a full disclosure of the material facts (following au- 
thorization from the other client to make such a disclo- 
sure). When representation of multiple clients in a single 
matter is undertaken, the consultation shall include ex- 
planation of the implications of the common representa- 
tion and the advantages and risks involved. 


RULE 1.8 


CONFLICT OF INTEREST; PROHIBITED TRANSACTIONS; 
CURRENT CLIENT 


A lawyer who is representing a client in a matter: 

(a) Shall not enter into a business transaction with a 
client or knowingly acquire an ownership, possessory, 
security or other pecuniary interest adverse to a client 
unless: 

(1) The transaction and terms on which the lawyer 
acquires the interest are fair and reasonable to the client 
and are fully disclosed and transmitted in writing to the 
client in a manner which can be reasonably understood 
by the client; 

(2) The client is given a reasonable opportunity to 
seek the advice of independent counsel in the transac- 
tion; and 
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(3) The client consents thereto. 

(b) Shall not use information relating to representation 
of a client to the disadvantage of the client unless the 
client consents in writing after consultation. 

(c) Shall not prepare an instrument giving the lawyer 
or a person related to the lawyer as parent, child, sibling, 
or spouse any substantial gift from a client, including a 
testamentary gift, except where the client is related to 
the donee. 

(d) Shall not, prior to the conclusion of representation 
of a client, make or negotiate an agreement giving the 
lawyer literary or media rights to a portrayal or account 
based in substantial part on information relating to the 
representation. 

(e) Shall not, while representing a client in connection 
with contemplated or pending litigation, advance or 
guarantee financial assistance to his or her client, except 
that a lawyer may advance or guarantee the expenses of 
litigation, including court costs, expenses of investiga- 
tion, expenses of medical examination, and costs of ob- 
taining and presenting evidence, provided the client 
remains ultimately liable for such expenses. 

(f) Shall not accept compensation for representing a 
client from one other than the client unless: 

(1) The client consents after consultation; 

(2) There is no interference with the lawyer's inde- 
pendence of professional judgment or with the client- 
lawyer relationship; and 

(3) Information relating to representation of a client 
is protected as required by rule 1.6. 

(g) Shall not, while representing two or more clients, 
participate in making an aggregate settlement of the 
claims of or against the clients, or in a criminal case an 
aggregated agreement as to guilty or nolo contendere 
pleas, unless each client consents after consultation, in- 
cluding disclosure of the existence and nature of all the 
claims or pleas involved and the participation of each 
person in the settlement. 

(h) Shall not make an agreement prospectively limit- 
ing the lawyer's liability to a client for malpractice un- 
less permitted by law and the client is independently 
represented in making the agreement, or settle a claim 
for such liability with an unrepresented client or former 
client without first advising that person in writing that 
independent representation is appropriate in connection 
therewith. 

(і) Shall not, if related to another lawyer as parent, 
child, sibling or spouse, represent a client in a represen- 
tation directly adverse to a person who the lawyer knows 
is represented by the other lawyer except upon consent 
by the client after consultation regarding the relation- 
ship. 

(j) Shall not acquire a proprietary interest in the cause 
of action or subject matter of litigation the lawyer is 
conducting for a client, except that the lawyer may: 

(1) Acquire a lien granted by law to secure the 
lawyer's fee or expenses; and 

(2) Contract with a client for a reasonable contingent 
fee in a civil case. 
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Кие 1.9 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST; FORMER CLIENT 


A lawyer who has formerly represented a client in a 
matter shall not thereafter: 

(a) Represent another person in the same or a sub- 
stantially related matter in which that person's interests 
are materially adverse to the interests of the former cli- 
ent unless the former client consents in writing after 
consultation and a full disclosure of the material facts; 
ог 

(b) Use confidences or secrets relating to the represen- 
tation to the disadvantage of the former client, except as 
rule 1.6 would permit. 


RULE 1.10 
IMPUTED DISQUALIFICATION; GENERAL RULE 


(a) While lawyers are associated in a firm, none of 
them shall knowingly represent a client when any one of 
them practicing alone would be prohibited from doing so 
by rules 1.7, 1.8(c), 1.9, or 2.2. 

(b) When a lawyer becomes associated with a firm, the 
firm may not knowingly represent a person in the same 
or a substantially related matter in which that lawyer, or 
a firm with which the lawyer was associated, had previ- 
ously represented a client whose interests are materially 
adverse to that person and about whom the lawyer had 
acquired confidences or secrets protected by rules 1.6 
and 1.9(b) that are material to the matter. 

(c) When a lawyer has terminated an association with 
a firm, the firm is not prohibited from thereafter repre- 
senting a person with interests materially adverse to 
those of a client represented by the formerly associated 
lawyer unless: 

(1) The matter is the same or substantially related to 
that in which the formerly associated lawyer represented 
the client; and 

(2) Any lawyer remaining in the firm has acquired 
confidences or secrets protected by rules 1.6 and 1.9(b) 
that are material to the matter. 

(d) A disqualification prescribed by this rule may be 
waived by the affected client under the conditions stated 
in rule 1.7. 


RuLE 1.11 
SUCCESSIVE GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT 


(a) Except as law may otherwise expressly permit, a 
lawyer shall not represent a private client in connection 
with a matter in which the lawyer participated person- 
ally and substantially as a public officer or employee, 
unless the appropriate government agency consents after 
consultation. No lawyer in a firm with which that lawyer 
is associated may knowingly undertake or continue rep- 
resentation in such a matter unless: 

(1) The disqualified lawyer is screened from any par- 
ticipation in the matter and is apportioned no part of the 
fee therefrom; and 

(2) Written notice is promptly given to the appropri- 
ate government agency to enable it to ascertain compli- 
ance with the provisions of this rule. 
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(b) Except as law may otherwise expressly permit, a 
lawyer having information that the lawyer knows is con- 
fidential government information about a person ac- 
quired when the lawyer was a public officer or employee, 
may not represent a private client whose interests are 
adverse to that person in a matter in which the informa- 
tion could be used to the material disadvantage of that 
person. A firm with which that lawyer is associated may 
undertake or continue representation in the matter only 
if the disqualified lawyer is screened from any participa- 
tion in the matter and is apportioned no part of the fee 
therefrom. 

(c) Except as law may otherwise expressly permit, a 
lawyer serving as a public officer or employee shall not: 

(1) Participate in a matter in which the lawyer par- 
ticipated personall and substantially while in private 
practice or nongovernmental employment, unless under 
applicable law no one is, or by lawful delegation may be, 
authorized to act in the lawyer's stead in the matter; or 

(2) Negotiate for private employment with any person 
who is involved as a party or as attorney for a party in a 
matter in which the lawyer is participating personally 
and substantially. 

(d) As used in this rule, the term "matter" includes: 

(1) Any judicial or other proceeding, application, re- 
quest for a ruling or other determination, contract, 
claim, controversy, investigation, charge, accusation, ar- 
rest or other particular matter involving a specific party 
or parties; and 

(2) Any other matter covered by the conflict of inter- 
est rules of the appropriate government agency. 

(e) As used in this rule, the term "confidential govern- 
ment information" means information which has been 
obtained under governmental authority and which, at 
the time this rule is applied, the government is prohib- 
ited by law from disclosing to the public or has a legal 
privilege not to disclose, and which is not otherwise 
available to the public. 


Кие 1.12 
FORMER JUDGE OR ARBITRATOR 


(a) Except as stated in section (d), a lawyer shall not 
represent anyone in connection with a matter in which 
the lawyer participated personally and substantially as a 
judge or other adjudicative officer, arbitrator or law 
clerk to such a person, unless all parties to the proceed- 
ing consent after disclosure. 

(b) A lawyer shall not negotiate for employment with 
any person who is involved as a party or as attorney for 
a party in a matter in which the lawyer is participating 
personally and substantially as a judge or other adjudi- 
cative officer, or arbitrator. A lawyer serving as a law 
clerk to a judge, other adjudicative officer or arbitrator 
may negotiate for employment with a party or attorney 
involved in a matter in which the clerk is participating 
personally and substantially, but only after the lawyer 
has notified the judge, other adjudicative officer or arbi- 
trator. 

(c) If a lawyer is disqualified by section (a), no lawyer 
in a firm with which that lawyer is associated may 
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knowingly undertake or continue representation in the 
matter unless: 

(1) The disqualified lawyer is screened from any par- 
ticipation in the matter and is apportioned no part of the 
fee therefrom; and 

(2) Written notice is promptly given to the appropri- 
ate tribunal to enable it to ascertain compliance with the 
provisions of this rule. 

(d) An arbitrator selected as a partisan of a party in a 
multi-member arbitration panel is not prohibited from 
subsequently representing that party. 


Ки 1.13 
CLIENT UNDER A DISABILITY 


(a) When a client's ability to make adequately consid- 
ered decisions in connection with the representation is 
impaired, whether because of minority, mental disability 
or for some other reason, the lawyer shall, as far as rea- 
sonably possible, maintain a normal client-lawyer rela- 
tionship with the client. 

(b) When the lawyer reasonably believes that the cli- 
ent cannot adequately act in the client's own interest, a 
lawyer may seek the appointment of a guardian or take 
other protective action with respect to a client. 


Кие 1.14 


PRESERVING IDENTITY OF FUNDS AND PROPERTY 
OF A CLIENT 


(a) All funds of clients paid to a lawyer or law firm, 
including advances for costs and expenses, shall be de- 
posited in one or more identifiable interest-bearing trust 
accounts maintained as set forth in section (c), and no 
funds belonging to the lawyer or law firm shall be de- 
posited therein except as follows: 

(1) Funds reasonably sufficient to pay bank charges 
may be deposited therein; 

(2) Funds belonging in part to a client and in part 
presently or potentially to the lawyer or law firm must 
be deposited therein, but the portion belonging to the 
lawyer or law firm may be withdrawn when due unless 
the right of the lawyer or law firm to receive it is dis- 
puted by the client, in which event the disputed portion 
shall not be withdrawn until the dispute is finally 
resolved. 

(b) A lawyer shall: 

(1) Promptly notify a client of the receipt of his or her 
funds, securities, or other properties; 

(2) Identify and label securities and properties of a 
client promptly upon receipt and place them in a safe 
deposit box or other place of safekeeping as soon as 
practicable; 

(3) Maintain complete records of all funds, securities, 
and other properties of a client coming into the posses- 
sion of the lawyer and render appropriate accounts to his 
or her client regarding them; 

(4) Promptly pay or deliver to the client as requested 
by a client the funds, securities, or other properties in 
the possession of the lawyer which the client is entitled 
to receive. 

(c) Each trust account referred to in section (a) shall 
be an interest-bearing trust account in any bank, credit 
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union or savings and loan association, selected by a law- 
yer in the exercise of ordinary prudence, authorized by 
federal or state law to do business in Washington and 
insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
the National Credit Union Share Insurance Fund, the 
Washington Credit Union Share Guaranty Association, 
or the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation, 
or which is a qualified public depository as defined in 
RCW 39.58.010(2). Interest-bearing trust funds shall be 
placed in accounts in which withdrawals or transfers can 
be made without delay when such funds are required, 
subject only to any notice period which the depository 
institution is required to reserve by law or regulation. 

(1) A lawyer who receives client funds shall maintain 
a pooled interest-bearing trust account for deposit of 
client funds that are nominal in amount or expected to 
be held for a short period of time. The interest accruing 
on this account, net of any transaction costs, shall be 
paid to The Legal Foundation of Washington, as estab- 
lished by the Supreme Court of Washington. A lawyer 
may, but shall not be required to, notify the client of the 
intended use of such funds. 

(2) All client funds shall be deposited in the account 
specified in subsection (1) unless they are deposited in: 

(i) a separate interest-bearing trust account for the 
particular client or client's matter on which the interest 
will be paid to the client; or 

(II) a pooled interest-bearing trust account with sub- 
accounting that will provide for computation of interest 
earned by each client's funds and the payment thereof to 
the client. 

(3) In determining whether to use the account speci- 
fied in subsection (1) or an account specified in subsec- 
tion (2), a lawyer shall consider only whether the funds 
to be invested could be utilized to provide a positive net 
return to the client, as determined by taking into con- 
sideration the following factors: 

(i) the amount of interest that the funds would earn 
during the period they are expected to be deposited; 

(ii) the cost of establishing and administering the ac- 
count, including the cost of the lawyer's services and the 
cost of preparing any tax reports required for interest 
accruing to a client's benefit; and 

(iii) the capability of financial institutions to calculate 
and pay interest to individual clients. 

(4) As to accounts created under subsection (c)(l), 
lawyers or law firms shall direct the depository institu- 
tion: 

(i) to remit interest or dividends, net of any service 
charges or fees, on the average monthly balance in the 
account, or as otherwise computed in accordance with an 
institution's standard accounting practice, at least quar- 
terly, to The Legal Foundation of Washington; 

(1) to transmit with each remittance to the Founda- 
tion a statement showing the name of the lawyer or law 
firm for whom the remittance is sent, the rate of interest 
applied, and the amount of service charges deducted, if 
any, and the account balance(s) of the period in which 
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the report is made, with a copy of such statement to be 
transmitted to the depositing lawyer or law firm. 

(5) The Foundation shall prepare an annual report to 
the Supreme Court of Washington that summarizes the 
Foundation's income, grants and operating expenses, im- 
plementation of its corporate purposes, and any prob- 
lems arising in the administration of the program 
established by section (c) of this rule. 

(6) The provisions of section (c) shall not relieve a 
lawyer or law firm from any obligation imposed by these 
rules with respect to safekeeping of clients' funds, in- 
cluding the requirements of section (b) that a lawyer 
shall promptly notify a client of the receipt of his or her 
funds and shall promptly pay or deliver to the client as 
requested all funds in the possession of the lawyer which 
the client is entitled to receive. 


RULE 1.15 
DECLINING OR TERMINATING REPRESENTATION 


(a) Except as stated in section (c), a lawyer shall not 
represent a client or, where representation has com- 
menced, shall, notwithstanding RCW 2.44.040, with- 
draw from the representation of a client if: 

(1) The representation will result in violation of the 
Rules of Professional Conduct or other law; 

(2) The lawyer's physical or mental condition materi- 
ally impairs his ability to represent the client; or 

(3) The lawyer is discharged. 

(b) Except as stated in section (c), a lawyer may with- 
draw from representing a client if withdrawal can be ac- 
complished without material adverse effect on the 
interests of the client, or if: 

(1) The client persists in a course of action involving 
the lawyer's services that the lawyer reasonably believes 
is criminal or fraudulent; 

(2) The client has used the lawyer's services to perpe- 
trate a crime or fraud; 

(3) The client insists upon pursuing an objective that 
the lawyer considers repugnant or imprudent; 

(4) The client fails substantially to fulfill an obliga- 
tion to the lawyer regarding the lawyer's services and 
has been given reasonable warning that the lawyer will 
withdraw unless the obligation is fulfilled; 

(5) The representation will result in an unreasonable 
financial burden on the lawyer or has been rendered un- 
reasonably difficult by the client; or 

(6) Other good cause for withdrawal exists. 

(c) When ordered to do so by a tribunal, a lawyer shall 
continue representation notwithstanding good cause for 
terminating the representation. 

(d) A lawyer shall take steps to the extent reasonably 
practicable to protect a client's interests, such as giving 
reasonable notice to the client, allowing time for em- 
ployment of other counsel, surrendering papers and 
property to which the client is entitled and refunding 
any advance payment of fee that has not been earned. 
The lawyer may retain papers relating to the client to 
the extent permitted by other law. 
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TITLE 2 


RULE 2.1 
ADVISOR 


In representing a client, a lawyer shall exercise inde- 
pendent professional judgment and render candid advice. 
In rendering advice, a lawyer may refer not only to law 
but to other considerations such as moral, economic, so- 
cial and political factors, that may be relevant to the 
client's situation. 


RULE 2.2 
INTERMEDIARY 


(a) A lawyer may act as intermediary between clients 
if: 

(1) The lawyer consults with each client concerning 
the implications of the common representation, including 
the advantages and risks involved, and the effect on the 
attorney-client privileges, and obtains each client's writ- 
ten consent to the common representation; 

(2) The lawyer reasonably believes that the matter 
can be resolved on terms compatible with the clients' 
best interests, that each client will be able to make ade- 
quately informed decisions in the matter and that there 
is little risk of material prejudice to the interests of any 
of the clients if the contemplated resolution is unsuc- 
cessful; and 

(3) The lawyer reasonably believes that the common 
representation can be undertaken impartially and with- 
out improper effect on other responsibilities the lawyer 
has to any of the clients. 

(b) While acting as intermediary, the lawyer shall 
consult with each client concerning the decisions to be 
made and the considerations relevant in making them, so 
that each client can make adequately informed deci- 
sions. 

(c) A lawyer shall withdraw as intermediary if any of 
the clients so requests, or if any of the conditions stated 
in section (a) is no longer satisfied. Upon withdrawal, 
the lawyer shall not continue to represent any of the cli- 
ents in the matter that was the subject of the interme- 
diation. 


RULE 2.3 
EVALUATION FOR USE B Y THIRD PERSONS 


(a) A lawyer may undertake an evaluation of a matter 
affecting a client for the use of someone other than the 
client if: 

(1) The lawyer reasonably believes that making the 
evaluation is compatible with other aspects of the 
lawyer's relationship with the client; and 

(2) The client consents after consultation. 

(b) Except as disclosure is required in connection with 
a report of an evaluation, information relating to the 
evaluation is otherwise protected by rule 1.6. 
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TITLE 3 


RULE 3.1 
MERITORIOUS CLAIMS AND CONTENTIONS 


A lawyer shall not bring or defend a proceeding, or 
assert or controvert an issue therein, unless there is a 
basis for doing so that is not frivolous, which includes a 
good faith argument for an extension, modification or 
reversal of existing law. A lawyer for the defendant in a 
criminal proceeding, or the respondent in a proceeding 
that could result in incarceration, may nevertheless so 
defend the proceeding as to require that every element of 
the case be established. 


RULE 3.2 
EXPEDITING LITIGATION 


A lawyer shall make reasonable efforts to expedite . 
litigation consistent with the interests of the client. 


RULE 3.3 
CANDOR TOWARD THE TRIBUNAL 


(a) A lawyer shall not knowingly: 

(1) Make a false statement of material fact or law to 
a tribunal; 

(2) Fail to disclose a material fact to a tribunal when 
disclosure is necessary to avoid assisting a criminal or 
fraudulent act by the client unless such disclosure is 
prohibited by rule 1.6; 

(3) Fail to disclose to the tribunal legal authority in 
the controlling jurisdiction known to the lawyer to be 
directly adverse to the position of the client and not dis- 
closed by opposing counsel; 

(4) Offer evidence that the lawyer knows to be false. 

(b) The duties stated in section (a) continue to the 
conclusion of the proceeding. 

(c) If the lawyer has offered material evidence and 
comes to know of its falsity, the lawyer shall promptly 
disclose this fact to the tribunal unless such disclosure is 
prohibited by rule 1.6. 

(d) II the lawyer has offered material evidence and 
comes to know of its falsity, and disclosure of this fact is 
prohibited by rule 1.6, the lawyer shall promptly make 
reasonable efforts to convince the client to consent to 
disclosure. If the client refuses to consent to disclosure, 
the lawyer may seek to withdraw from the representa- 
tion in accordance with rule 1.15. 

(e А lawyer may refuse to offer evidence that the 
lawyer reasonably believes is false. 

(f) In an ex parte proceeding, a lawyer shall inform 
the tribunal of all relevant facts known to the lawyer 
that should be disclosed to permit the tribunal to make 
an informed decision, whether or not the facts are 
adverse. 

(g) Constitutional law defining the right to assistance 
of counsel in criminal cases may supersede the obliga- 
tions stated in this rule. 


RULE 3.4 
FAIRNESS TO OPPOSING PARTY AND COUNSEL 


A lawyer shall not: 
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(a) Unlawfully obstruct another party's access to evi- 
dence or unlawfully alter, destroy or conceal a document 
or other material having potential evidentiary value. A 
lawyer shall not counsel or assist another person to do 
any such act; 

(b) Falsify evidence, counsel or assist a witness to tes- 
tify falsely, or offer an inducement to a witness that is 
prohibited by law; 

(c) Knowingly disobey an obligation under the rules of 
a tribunal except for an open refusal based on an asser- 
tion that no valid obligation exists; 

(d) In pretrial procedure, make a frivolous discovery 
request or fail to make reasonably diligent effort to 
comply with a legally proper discovery request by an 
opposing party; 

(e) In trial, allude to any matter that the lawyer does 
not reasonably believe is relevant or that will not be 
supported by admissible evidence, or assert personal 
knowledge of facts in issue except when testifying as a 
witness; or 

(f) In trial, state a personal opinion as to the justness 
of a cause, the credibility of a witness, the culpability of 
a civil litigant or the guilt or innocence of an accused, 
but the lawyer may argue, on his or her analysis of the 
evidence, for any position or conclusion with respect to 
the matters stated herein. 


RULE 3.5 
IMPARTIALITY AND DECORUM OF THE TRIBUNAL 


A lawyer shall not: 

(a) Seek to influence a judge, juror, prospective juror 
or other official by means prohibited by law; 

(b) Communicate ex parte with such a person except 
as permitted by law; or 

(c) Engage in conduct intended to disrupt a tribunal. 


RULE 3.6 
TRIAL PUBLICITY 


(a) A lawyer shall not make an extrajudicial statement 
that a reasonable person would expect to be dissemi- 
nated by means of public communication if the lawyer 
knows or reasonably should know that it will have a 
substantial likelihood of materially prejudicing an adju- 
dicative proceeding. 

(b) A statement referred to in section (a) ordinarily is 
likely to have such an effect when it refers to a civil 
matter triable to a jury, a criminal matter, or any other 
proceeding that could result in incarceration, and the 
statement relates to: 

(1) The character, credibility, reputation or criminal 
record of a party, suspect in a criminal investigation, or 
witness, or the identity of a witness, or the expected tes- 
timony of a party or witness; 

(2) In a criminal case or proceeding that could result 
in incarceration, the possibility of a plea of guilty to the 
offense or the existence or contents of any confession, 
admission, or statement given by a defendant or suspect 
or that person's refusal or failure to make a statement; 

(3) The performance or results of any examination or 
test or the refusal or failure of a person to submit to an 
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examination or test, or the identity or nature of physical 
evidence expected to be presented; 

(4) Any opinion as to the guilt or innocence of a de- 
fendant or suspect in a criminal case or proceeding that 
could result in incarceration; 

(5) Information the lawyer knows or reasonably 
should know is likely to be inadmissible as evidence in a 
trial and would if disclosed create a substantial risk of 
prejudicing an impartial trial; or 

(6) The fact that a defendant has been charged with a 
crime, unless there is included therein a statement ex- 
plaining that the charge is merely an accusation and 
that the defendant is presumed innocent until and unless 
proven guilty. 

(c) Notwithstanding sections (a) and (Ь)(1)-(5), a 
lawyer involved in the investigation or litigation of a 
matter may state without elaboration: 

(1) The general nature of the claim or defense; 

(2) The information contained in a public record; 

(3) That an investigation of the matter is in progress, 
including the general scope of the investigation, the of- 
fense or claim or defense involved and, except when pro- 
hibited by law, the identity of the persons involved; 

(4) The scheduling or result of any step in litigation; 

(5) A request for assistance in obtaining evidence and 
information necessary thereto; 

(6) A warning of danger concerning the behavior of a 
person involved, when there is reason to believe that 
there exists the likelihood of substantial harm to an in- 
dividual or to the public interest; and 

(7) In a criminal case: 

(i) the identity, residence, occupation and family 
status of the accused; 

(ii) if the accused has not been apprehended, infor- 
mation necessary to aid in apprehension of that person; 

(iii) the fact, time and place of arrest; and 

(iv) the identity of investigating and arresting officers 
or agencies and the length of the investigation. 


RULE 3.7 
LAWYER AS WITNESS 


A lawyer shall not act as advocate at a trial in which 
the lawyer or another lawyer in the same law firm is 
likely to be a necessary witness except where: 

(a) The testimony relates to an issue that is either un- 
contested or a formality; 

(b) The testimony relates to the nature and value of 
legal services rendered in the case; or 

(c) The lawyer has been called by the opposing party 
and the court rules that the lawyer may continue to act 
as an advocate; or 

(d) The trial judge finds that disqualification of the 
lawyer would work a substantial hardship on the client 
and that the likelihood of the lawyer being a necessary 
witness was not reasonably foreseeable before trial. 


RULE 3.8 
SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF A PROSECUTOR 


The prosecutor in a criminal case shall: 
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(a) Refrain from prosecuting a charge that the prose- 
cutor knows is not supported by probable cause; 

(b) Make reasonable efforts to assure that the accused 
has been advised of the right to, and the procedure for 
obtaining, counsel and has been given reasonable oppor- 
tunity to obtain counsel; 

(c) Not seek to obtain from an unrepresented accused 
a waiver of important pretrial rights, such as the right to 
a preliminary hearing; 

(d) Make timely disclosure to the defense of all evi- 
dence or information known to the prosecutor that tends 
to negate the guilt of the accused or mitigates the of- 
fense and, in connection with sentencing, disclose to the 
defense and to the tribunal all unprivileged mitigating 
information known to the prosecutor, except when the 
prosecutor is relieved of this responsibility by a protec- 
tive order of the tribunal; and 

(e) Exercise reasonable care to prevent investigators, 
law enforcement personnel, employees or other persons 
assisting or associated with the prosecutor in a criminal 
case from making an extrajudicial statement that the 
prosecutor would be prohibited from making under rule 
3.6. 


RULE 3.9 
ADVOCATE IN NONADJUDICATIVE PROCEEDINGS 


A lawyer representing a client before a legislative or 
administrative tribunal in a nonadjudicative proceeding 
shall disclose that the appearance is in a representative 
capacity and shall conform to the provisions of rules 
3.3(a) through (e), 3.4(a) through (c), and 3.5. 


TITLE 4 


RULE 4.1 
TRUTHFULNESS IN STATEMENTS TO OTHERS 


In the course of representing a client a lawyer shall 
not knowingly: 

(a) Make a false statement of material fact or law toa 
third person; or 

(b) Fail to disclose a material fact to a third person 
when disclosure is necessary to avoid assisting a criminal 
or fraudulent act by a client, unless disclosure is prohib- 
ited by rule 1.6. 


RULE 4.2 
COMMUNICATION WITH PERSON REPRESENTED BY COUNSEL 
In representing a client, a lawyer shall not communi- 
cate about the subject of the representation with a party 
the lawyer knows to be represented by another lawyer in 
the matter, unless the lawyer has the consent of the 
other lawyer or is authorized by law to do so. 
RULE 4.3 
DEALING WITH UNREPRESENTED PERSON 
In dealing on behalf of a client with a person who is 
not represented by counsel, a lawyer shall not state or 


imply that the lawyer is disinterested. When the lawyer 
knows or reasonably should know that the unrepresented 
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person misunderstands the lawyer's role in the matter, 
the lawyer shall make reasonable efforts to correct the 
misunderstanding. 


RULE 4.4 
RESPECT FOR RIGHTS OF THIRD PERSON 


In representing a client, a lawyer shall not use means 
that have no substantial purpose other than to embar- 
rass, delay, or burden a third person, or use methods of 
obtaining evidence that violate the legal rights of such a 
person. 


TITLE 5 


RULE 5.1 
RESPONSIBILITIES O F A PARTNER OR SUPERVISORY LAWYER 


(a) A partner in a law firm shall make reasonable ef- 
forts to ensure that the firm has in effect measures giv- 
ing reasonable assurance that all lawyers in the firm 
conform to the Rules of Professional Conduct. 

(b) A lawyer having direct supervisory authority over 
another lawyer shall make reasonable efforts to ensure 
that the other lawyer conforms to the Rules of Profes- 
sional Conduct. 

(c) A lawyer shall be responsible for another lawyer's 
violation of the Rules of Professional Conduct if: 

(1) The lawyer orders or, with knowledge of the spe- 
cific conduct, ratifies the conduct involved; or 

(2) The lawyer is a partner in the law firm in which 
the other lawyer practices, or has direct supervisory au- 
thority over the other lawyer, and knows of the conduct 
at a time when its consequences can be avoided or miti- 
gated but fails to take reasonable remedial action. 


RULE 5.2 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF A SUBORDINATE LAWYER 


(a) A lawyer is bound by the Rules of Professional 
Conduct notwithstanding that the lawyer acted at the 
direction of another person. 

(b) A subordinate lawyer does not violate the Rules of 
Professional Conduct if that lawyer acts in accordance 
with a supervisory lawyer's reasonable resolution of an 
arguable question of professional duty. 


RULE 5.3 
RESPONSIBILITIES REGARDING NONLAWYER ASSISTANTS 


With respect to a nonlawyer employed or retained by 
or associated with a lawyer: 

(a) A partner in a law firm shall make reasonable ef- 
forts to ensure that the firm has in effect measures giv- 
ing reasonable assurance that the person's conduct is 
compatible with the professional obligations of the law- 
yer; 

(b) A lawyer having direct supervisory authority over 
the nonlawyer shall make reasonable efforts to ensure 
that the person's conduct is compatible with the profes- 
sional obligations of the lawyer; and 
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(c) A lawyer shall be responsible for conduct of such a 
person that would be a violation of the Rules of Profes- 
sional Conduct if engaged in by a lawyer if: 

(1) The lawyer orders or, with the knowledge of the 
specific conduct, ratifies the conduct involved; or 

(2) The lawyer is a partner in the law firm in which 
the person is employed, or has direct supervisory au- 
thority over the person, and knows of the conduct at a 
time when its consequences can be avoided or mitigated 
but fails to take reasonable remedial action. 


RULE 5.4 
PROFESSIONAL INDEPENDENCE OF A LAWYER 


(a) A lawyer or law firm shall not share legal fees with 
a nonlawyer, except that: 

(1) An agreement by a lawyer with the lawyer's firm, 
partner, or associate may provide for the payment of 
money, over a reasonable period of time after the 
lawyer's death, to the lawyer's estate or to one or more 
specified persons; 

(2) A lawyer who undertakes to complete unfinished 
legal business of a deceased lawyer may pay to the es- 
tate of the deceased lawyer that proportion of the total 
compensation which fairly represents the services rend- 
ered by the deceased lawyer; and 

(3) A lawyer or law firm may include nonlawyer em- 
ployees in a compensation or retirement plan, even 
though the plan is based in whole or in part on a profit- 
sharing arrangement. 

(b) A lawyer shall not form a partnership with a non- 
lawyer if any of the activities of the partnership consist 
of the practice of law. 

(c) A lawyer shall not permit a person who recom- 
mends, employs, or pays the lawyer to render legal serv- 
ices for another to direct or regulate the lawyer's 
professional judgment in rendering such legal services. 

(d) A lawyer shall not practice with or in the form of a 
professional corporation or association authorized to 
practice law for a profit, if: 

(1) A nonlawyer owns any interest therein, except 
that a fiduciary representative of the estate of a lawyer 
may hold the stock or interest of the lawyer for a rea- 
sonable time during administration; 

(2) A nonlawyer is a corporate director or officer 
(other than as secretary or treasurer) thereof; or 

(3) A nonlawyer has the right to direct or control the 
professional judgment of a lawyer. 


RULE 5.5 
UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF LAW 


A lawyer shall not: 

(a) Practice law in a jurisdiction where doing so vio- 
lates the regulation of the legal profession in that juris- 
diction; or 

(b) Assist a person who is not a member of the Bar in 
the performance of activity that constitutes the unau- 
thorized practice of law. 
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RULE 5.6 
RESTRICTIONS ON RIGHT ТО PRACTICE 


A lawyer shall not participate in offering or making: 

(a) A partnership or employment agreement that re- 
stricts the rights of a lawyer to practice after termina- 
tion of the relationship, except an agreement concerning 
benefits upon retirement; or 

(b) An agreement in which a restriction оп the 
lawyer's right to practice is part of the settlement of a 
controversy between private parties. 


TITLE 6 


RULE 6.1 
PRO BONO PUBLICO SERVICE 


A lawyer should render public interest legal service. A 
lawyer may discharge this responsibility by providing 
professional services at no fee or a reduced fee to persons 
of limited means or to public service or charitable 
groups or organizations, by service in activities for im- 
proving the law, the legal system or the legal profession, 
and by financial support for organizations that provide 
legal services to persons of limited means. 


RULE 6.2 
ACCEPTING APPOINTMENTS 


A lawyer shall not seek to avoid appointment by a 
tribunal to represent a person except for good cause, 
such as: 

(a) Representing the client is likely to result in viola- 
tion of the Rules of Professional Conduct or other law; 

(b) Representing the client is likely to result in an un- 
reasonable financial burden on the lawyer; or 

(c) The client or the cause is so repugnant to the law- 
yer as to be likely to impair the client-lawyer relation- 
ship or the lawyer's ability to represent the client. 


RULE 6.3 
MEMBERSHIP IN LEGAL SERVICES ORGANIZATION 


A lawyer may serve as a director, officer or member 
of a legal services organization, apart from the law firm 
in which the lawyer practices, notwithstanding that the 
organization serves persons having interests adverse to a 
client of the lawyer. The lawyer shall not knowingly 
participate in a decision or action of the organization: 

(a) If participating in the decision would be incompat- 
ible with the lawyer's obligations to a client under rule 
1.7; or 

(b) Where the decision could have a material adverse 
effect on the representation of a client of the organiza- 
tion whose interests are adverse to a client of the lawyer. 


RULE 6.4 
LAW REFORM ACTIVITIES AFFECTING CLIENT INTERESTS 
A lawyer may serve as a director, officer or member 
of an organization involved in reform of the law or its 


administration notwithstanding that the reform may af- 
fect the interests of a client of the lawyer. When the 
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lawyer knows that the interests of a client may be mate- 
rially benefited by a decision in which the lawyer partic- 
ipates, the lawyer shall disclose that fact but need not 
identify the client. 


TITLE 7 


RULE 7.1 
COMMUNICATIONS CONCERNING А LAWYER'S SERVICES 


A lawyer shall not make a false or misleading com- 
munication about the lawyer or the lawyer's services. A 
communication is false or misleading if it: 

(a) Contains a material misrepresentation of fact or 
law, or omits a fact necessary to make the statement 
considered as a whole not materially misleading; 

(b) Is likely to create an unjustified expectation about 
results the lawyer can achieve, or states or implies that 
the lawyer can achieve results by means that violate the 
Rules of Professional Conduct or other law; or 

(c) Compares the lawyer's services with other lawyers’ 
services, unless the comparison can be factually substan- 
tiated. 


RULE 7.2 
ADVERTISING 


(a) Subject to the requirements of rule 7.1, a lawyer 
may advertise services through public media, such as a 
telephone directory, legal directory, newspaper or other 
periodical, outdoor, radio or television, or through writ- 
ten communication not involving solicitation as defined 
in rule 7.3. 

(b) A copy or recording of an advertisement or written 
communication shall be kept for 2 years after its last 
dissemination along with a record of when and where it 
was used. 

(c) A lawyer shall not give anything of value to a per- 
son for recommending the lawyer's services, except that 
a lawyer may pay the reasonable cost of advertising or 
written communication permitted by this rule and may 
pay the usual charges of a not-for-profit lawyer referral 
service or other legal service organization. 

(d) Any communication made pursuant to this rule 
shall include the name of at least one lawyer responsible 
for its content. 


RULE 7.3 
DIRECT CONTACT WITH PROSPECTIVE CLIENTS 


A lawyer shall not solicit professional employment 
from a prospective client with whom the lawyer has no 
family or prior professional relationship, by mail, in per- 
son or otherwise, when a significant motive for the 
lawyer's doing so is the lawyer's pecuniary gain. The 
term "solicit" includes contact in person, by telephone or 
telegraph, by letter or other writing, or by other com- 
munication directed to a specific recipient but does not 
include letters addressed or advertising circulars distrib- 
uted generally to persons not known to need legal serv- 
ices of the kind provided by the lawyer in a particular 
matter, but who are so situated that they might in gen- 
eral find such services useful. 
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RULE 7.4 
COMMUNICATION OF FIELDS OF PRACTICE 


A lawyer may communicate the fact that the lawyer 
does or does not practice in particular fields of law. A 
lawyer shall not state or imply that the lawyer is a spe- 
cialist except that a lawyer admitted to engage in patent 
practice before the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office may use the designation "patent attorney" or a 
substantially similar designation. 


RULE 7.5 
FIRM NAMES AND DESIGNATIONS 


(a) A trade name may not be used by a lawyer in pri- 
vate practice except that the use of the words "legal 
clinic" may be used alone or in conjunction with a geo- 
graphical designation or the name of one or more of the 
lawyers connected with the practice so long as the name 
is not otherwise in violation of rule 7.1 and except if 
otherwise lawful a firm may use as, or continue to in- 
clude in, its name the name or names of one or more 
deceased or retired members of the firm or of a prede- 
cessor firm in a continuing line of succession. 

(b) A law firm with offices in more than one jurisdic- 
tion may use the same name in each jurisdiction, but 
identification of the lawyers in an office of the firm shall 
indicate the jurisdictional limitations on those not li- 
censed to practice in the jurisdiction where the office is 
located. 

(c) The name of a lawyer holding a public office shall 
not be used in the name of a law firm, or in communi- 
cations on its behalf, during any substantial period in 
which the lawyer is not actively and regularly practicing 
with the firm. 

(d) Lawyers may state or imply that they practice in a 
partnership or other organization only when that is the 
fact. 


TITLE 8 


RULE 8.1 
BAR ADMISSION MATTERS 


An applicant for admission to the Bar, or a lawyer in 
connection with a bar admission application, shall not: 

(a) Knowingly make a false statement of material fact; 
ог 

(b) Fail to disclose a fact necessary to correct а mis- 
apprehension known by the person to have arisen in the 
matter, or knowingly fail to respond to a lawful demand 
for information from an admissions authority, except 
that this rule does not require disclosure of information 
otherwise protected by rule 1.6. 


RULE 8.2 


JUDICIAL AND LEGAL OFFICIALS 


(a) A lawyer shall not make a statement that the law- 
yer knows to be false or with reckless disregard as to its 
truth or falsity concerning the qualifications, integrity, 
or record of a judge, adjudicatory officer or public legal 


(1985 Ed.) 


Rules of Professional Conduct 


officer, or of a candidate for election or appointment to 
judicial or legal office. 

(b) A lawyer who is a candidate for judicial office 
shall comply with the applicable provisions of the Code 
of Judicial Conduct. 

(с) А lawyer, in order to assist in maintaining the fair 
and independent administration of justice, should sup- 
port and continue traditional efforts to defend judges 
and courts from unjust criticism. 


RULE 8.3 
REPORTING PROFESSIONAL MISCONDUCT 


(a) A lawyer having knowledge that another lawyer 
has committed a violation of the Rules of Professional 
Conduct that raises a substantial question as to that 
lawyer's honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a lawyer 
in other respects, should promptly inform the appropri- 
ate professional authority. 

(b) A lawyer having knowledge that a judge has com- 
mitted a violation of applicable rules of judicial conduct 
that raises a substantial question as to the judge's fitness 
for office should promptly inform the appropriate 
authority. 

(c) This rule does not require disclosure of information 
otherwise protected by rule 1.6. 


RULE 8.4 
MISCONDUCT 


It is professional misconduct for a lawyer to: 

(a) Violate or attempt to violate the Rules of Profes- 
sional Conduct, knowingly assist or induce another to do 
50, or do so through the acts of another; 

(b) Commit a criminal act that reflects adversely on 
the lawyer's honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a law- 
yer in other respects; 

(c) Engage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, de- 
ceit or misrepresentation; 

(d) Engage in conduct that is prejudicial to the ad- 
ministration of justice; 

(e)State or imply an ability to influence improperly a 
government agency or official; or 

(f) Knowingly assist a judge or judicial officer in con- 
duct that is a violation of applicable rules of judicial 
conduct or other law. 


RULE 8.5 
JURISDICTION 


A lawyer licensed or admitted for any purpose to 
practice in this jurisdiction is subject to the disciplinary 
authority of this jurisdiction although engaged in prac- 
tice elsewhere. 
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RULE 1 


IN GENERAL; SUPREME COURT; PREREQUISITES TO THE 
PRACTICE OF LAW 


(a) Supreme Court. The Supreme Court of Washing- 
ton has the exclusive responsibility and the inherent 
power to establish the qualifications for admission to 
practice law, and to admit persons to practice law in this 
state. Any person carrying out the functions set forth in 
these rules is acting under the authority and at the di- 
rection of the Supreme Court. 

(b) Prerequisites to the Practice of Law. Except as 
may be otherwise provided in these rules, a person shall 
not appear as an attorney or counsel in any of the courts 
of the State of Washington, or practice law in this state, 
unless that person has passed the Washington State bar 
examination, has complied with the other requirements 
of these rules, and is an active member of the Washing- 
ton State Bar Association (referred to in these rules as 
the Bar Association). A person shall be admitted to the 
practice of law and become an active member of the Bar 
Association only by order of the Supreme Court. 


RULE 2 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


(a) Powers. In addition to any other power or author- 
ity in other rules, the Board of Governors of the Bar 
Association (referred to in these rules as the Board of 
Governors) shall have the power and authority to: 

(1) Appoint a Committee of Law Examiners (referred 
to in these rules as the Committee) from among the ac- 
tive members of the Bar Association for the purposes of 
assisting the Board of Governors in conducting the bar 
examination and in supervising the law clerk program; 

(2) Approve or deny applications for permission to 
take the bar examination, to enroll in the law clerk pro- 
gram, or to engage in the limited practice of law under 
pertinent provisions of rules 8 and 9; 

(3) Investigate all aspects of an applicant's qualifica- 
tions to take the bar examination, to be admitted to the 
practice of law, to engage in the limited practice of law 
under pertinent provisions of rules 8 and 9, or to enroll 
in the law clerk program; 
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(4) Recommend to the Supreme Court the admission 
or rejection of each applicant who has passed the bar 
examination or who is applying to engage in the limited 
practice of law under pertinent provisions of rules 8 and 
9; 

(5) Approve law schools for the purposes of these 
rules and maintain a list of such approved law schools on 
file with the Clerk of the Supreme Court; 

(6) Prescribe, with the approval of the Supreme 
Court, the amount of any fees required by these rules; 

(7) Prescribe the form and content of any application, 
certificate, or other document referred to in these rules; 
and 

(8) Perform any other functions and take any other 
actions provided for in these rules, or as may be dele- 
gated by the Supreme Court, or as may be necessary 
and proper to carry out its duties. 

(b) Written Request. Any request to the Board of 
Governors for action on any subject under these rules 
shall be in writing and shall be properly filed. For the 
purpose of these rules, filing shall occur at the head- 
quarters office of the Bar Association. 


RULE 3 
APPLICANTS TO TAKE THE BAR EXAMINATION 


(a) Prerequisite for Admission. Every person desiring 
to be admitted to the Bar of the State of Washington 
must be of good moral character and must qualify for 
and pass a bar examination. 

(b) Qualification for Bar Examination. To qualify to 
sit for the bar examination, a person must: 

(1) Be either (i) a citizen of the United States, or (ii) 
an alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence in 
accordance with federal immigration and naturalization 
law; and 

(2) Present satisfactory proof of either (i) graduation 
from a law school approved by the Board of Governors, 
or (ii) completion of the law clerk program prescribed 
by these rules, or (iii) admission to the practice of law 
by examination, together with current good standing, in 
any state or territory of the United States or the District 
of Columbia, and active legal experience for at least 3 of 
the 5 years immediately preceding the filing of the ap- 
plication. "Active legal experience" shall mean experi- 
ence either in the active practice of law, or as a teacher 
at an approved law school, or as a judge of a court of 
general or appellate jurisdiction, or any combination 
thereof, in a state or territory of the United States or in 
the District of Columbia. 

(c) Exceptions. The Board of Governors may, in its 
discretion, withhold permission for an otherwise quali- 
fied person to sit for the bar examination, until comple- 
tion of an inquiry into the applicant's character and 
fitness, if the applicant (i) has ever been convicted of a 
"serious crime" as defined in RLD 3.1(h), or (ii) has 
ever been disbarred or is presently suspended from the 
practice of law for disciplinary reasons in any jurisdic- 
tion, or (iii) has previously been denied admission to the 
Bar in this or any other jurisdiction for reasons other 
than failure to pass a bar examination. The Board of 
Governors may also withhold permission to sit for the 
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bar examination where for any other reason there are 
serious and substantial questions regarding the present 
moral character or fitness of the applicant. 

(d) Forms; Fees; Filing. Every applicant to take the 
bar examination shall: 

(1) Execute and file an application, in the form and 
manner and within the time limits that may be pre- 
scribed by the Board of Governors; 

(2) Pay upon the filing of the application such fees as 
may be set by the Board of Governors with the approval 
of the Supreme Court; and 

(3) Furnish whatever additional information or proof 
may be required in the course of investigating the appli- 
cant. 


RULE 4 
BAR EXAMINATIONS; CERTIFICATION OF RESULTS 


(a) Bar Examination. The examination for admission 
to the bar shall be conducted by and under the direction 
of the Board of Governors with the assistance of the 
Committee. The bar examination shall be held in Feb- 
ruary and in July of each year, or at such other times as 
the Board of Governors may designate, commencing at 
the times and in the locations selected by the Board of 
Governors. 

(b) Certification of Results; Notice. As soon as practi- 
cable after the completion of the bar examination, the 
Committee shall certify to the Board of Governors the 
grades of all applicants who have taken the bar exami- 
nation. The Board of Governors shall cause each appli- 
cant to be notified of the results of the bar examination. 
No information will be divulged concerning the appli- 
cants who failed the bar examination. 

(c) Repeating Bar Examination. Any applicant failing 
a bar examination may apply to take another bar exam- 
ination, but after the third failure occurring over any 
period of time no applicant shall take any subsequent 
bar examination until 11 months have elapsed since the 
date upon which the immediately preceding bar exami- 
nation was taken. The 11-топіһ waiting period shall 
apply to each succeeding failure on the bar examination. 


RULE 5 


RECOMMENDATION FOR ADMISSION; ORDER ADMITTING TO 
PRACTICE; PAYMENT OF MEMBERSHIP FEE; OATH 
OF ATTORNEY; RESIDENT AGENT 


(a) Recommendation for Admission. The Board of 
Governors shall recommend to the Supreme Court the 
admission or rejection of each applicant who has passed 
the bar examination. A recommendation for admission 
shall be based upon the Board of Governors determina- 
tion, after investigation, that the applicant appears to be 
of good moral character and in all respects qualified to 
engage in the practice of law. All recommendations of 
the Board of Governors shall be accompanied by the ap- 
plicant's application for examination and any other doc- 
uments deemed pertinent by the Board of Governors or 
requested by the Supreme Court. The recommendation 
and all accompanying documents and papers shall be 
kept by the Clerk of the Supreme Court in a separate 
file which shall not be a public record. 
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(b) Order Admitting to Practice. After examining the 
recommendation and accompanying papers transmitted 
by the Board of Governors, the Supreme Court may en- 
ter such order in each case as it deems advisable. For 
those applicants it deems qualified, the Supreme Court 
shall enter an order admitting them to the practice of 
law, conditioned upon such applicant's: 

(1) Taking and filing with the Clerk of the Supreme 
Court the Oath of Attorney within 1 year from the date 
the bar examination results are made public, except for 
good cause shown; and 

(2) Paying to the Bar Association its membership fee 
for the current year; and 

(3) Designating a resident agent if required to do so 
by section (e). 

(c) Oath of Attorney. The Oath of Attorney must be 
taken before a court of general or appellate jurisdiction, 
sitting in open court, in the state of Washington. In the 
event a successful applicant is outside the state of 
Washington and the Chief Justice is satisfied that it is 
impossible or impractical for the applicant to take the 
oath before a court of general or appellate jurisdiction in 
this state, the Chief Justice may, upon proper applica- 
tion setting forth all the circumstances, designate a per- 
son authorized by law to administer oaths, before whom 
the applicant may appear and take said oath. 

(d) Contents of Oath. The oath which all applicants 
shall take is as follows: 


OATH OF ATTORNEY 
State of Washington, County of ,SS. 

І, , do solemnly declare: 

I. Гат fully subject to the laws of the State of Washington and the 
laws of the United States and will abide by the same. 

2. I will support the constitution of the State of Washington and the 
constitution of the United States. 

3. I will abide by the Code of Professional Responsibility approved 
by the Supreme Court of the State of Washington. 

4. I will maintain the respect due to the courts of justice and judicial 
officers. 

5. I will not counsel, or maintain any suit, or proceeding, which shall 
appear to me to be unjust, or any defense except as I believe to be 
honestly debatable under the law, unless it is in defense of a person 
charged with a public offense. I will employ for the purpose of main- 
taining the causes confided to me only those means consistent with 
truth and honor. I will never seek to mislead the judge or jury by any 
artifice or false statement. 

6. I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate the secrets of 
my client, and will accept no compensation in connection with the 
business of my client unless this compensation is from or with the 
knowledge and approval of the client or with the approval of the court. 

7. ! will abstain from all offensive personalities, and advance no fact 
prejudicial to the honor or reputation of a party or witness unless re- 
quired by the justice of the cause with which I am charged. 

8. 1 will never reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the 
cause of the defenseless or oppressed, or delay unjustly the cause of 
any person. 


(signature) 


Subscribed arid sworn to before me this day of 


, 


Judge 
(e) Nonresident Lawyers; Resident Agent. There shall 
be no requirement that an applicant or a member of the 


Bar Association be a resident or a bona fide resident in 
the state of Washington. Every active member of the 
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Bar Association who does not live or maintain an office 
in the state of Washington shall file with the Bar Asso- 
ciation the name and address of an agent within this 
state for the purpose of receiving service of process or of 
any other document required or permitted by statute or 
court rule to be served or delivered to a resident lawyer. 
Service or delivery to such agent shall be deemed service 
upon or delivery to the lawyer. 


RULE 6 
LAW CLERK PROGRAM 


(a) Applicants. Every applicant for enrollment in the 
law clerk program shall: 

(1) Be of good moral character; 

(2) Present satisfactory proof of having been granted 
a bachelor's degree, other than a bachelor of laws, by a 
college or university offering such a degree on the basis 
of a 4-year course of study; 

(3) Obtain regular, full-time employment in the State 
of Washington as a law clerk with (i) a judge of a court 
of general or appellate jurisdiction, or (ii) a lawyer or 
firm of lawyers licensed to practice in this state and ac- 
tively engaged in the practice of law; 

(4) Submit on forms provided by the Bar Association 
(i) an application for admission to the law clerk pro- 
gram, (ii) the tutor's statement required by subsection 
(b)(3) of this rule, and (iii) an application fee; and 

(5) Appear for an interview, provide any additional 
information or proof, and cooperate in any investigation, 
as may be deemed relevant by the Board of Governors. 

(b) Tutors. A lawyer may act as a tutor for only one 
law clerk at a time. To be eligible to act as a tutor in the 
law clerk program, a lawyer shall: 

- (1) Be an active member in good standing of the Bar 
Association, provided that if a disciplinary sanction has 
been imposed upon the lawyer within the 5 years imme- 
diately preceding the filing of the law clerk's application 
for enrollment, the Board of Governors shall have the 
discretion to accept or reject the lawyer as tutor; 

(2) Have been actively and continuously engaged in 
the practice of law or have held the required judicial 
position for at least 10 years immediately preceding the 
filing of the law clerk's application for enrollment; and 

(3) Provide a tutor's statement certifying to the law 
clerk's employment and to the tutor's eligibility, and 
agreeing to instruct and examine the law clerk in the 
curriculum prescribed by the Committee with the ap- 
proval of the Board of Governors. 

(c) Length of Study. A law clerk, whose application for 
enrollment has been accepted by the Board of Govern- 
ors, shall study for 4 calendar years. Each calendar year 
shall consist of at least 48 weeks, with a minimum of 30 
hours of study each week, including the time spent in 
performing the duties of a law clerk. The tutor shall give 
personal supervision to the law clerk averaging at least 3 
hours each week. "Personal supervision" is defined as 
time actually spent with the law clerk for the exposition 
and discussion of the law, the recitation of cases, and the 
critical analysis of the law clerk's written assignments. 

(d) Course of Study. The subjects to be studied, the 
sequence in which they are to be studied, and any other 
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matters pertaining thereto shall be as prescribed by the 
Committee with the approval of the Board of Governors. 

(e) Examinations. All law clerks shall: 

(1) Each month, complete a written examination pre- 
pared, administered, and graded by the tutor. The ex- 
amination shall be answered without research, 
assistance, or reference to source materials during the 
examination; 

(2) Annually, or at such other intervals as may be es- 
tablished by the Committee, appear with the tutor be- 
fore the Committee for an oral evaluation of the law 
clerk's progress. 

(f) Certificates. In addition to the tutor's statement 
required by subsection (b)(3) of this rule, the tutor shall 
submit, on forms provided by the Bar Association: 

(1) A monthly certificate, accompanying the written 
examination, stating the number of hours the law clerk 
studied each week, the number of hours spent by the tu- 
tor in personal supervision each week, that the written 
examination was administered as required, and that, in 
the opinion of the tutor, the law clerk is progressing sat- 
isfactorily; and 

(2) At the conclusion of the law clerk's course of 
study, a certificate stating that the law clerk has com- 
pleted the prescribed length and course of study, and, in 
the tutor's opinion, is qualified to take the bar examina- 
tion and is competent to practice law. 

(g) Termination. The Board of Governors may direct a 
law clerk to change tutors, and may terminate the en- 
rollment of law clerks or remove tutors from the pro- 
gram. The Committee may recommend to the Board of 
Governors that the enrollment of the law clerk in the 
program be terminated for: 

(1) Failure to complete the prescribed length and 
course of study within 6 years from the date the law 
clerk's application for admission was accepted; 

(2) Failure of the tutor to submit the monthly exami- 
nations and certificates at the end of each month in 
which they are due; 

(3) Failure to comply with any of the requirements of 
the law clerk program; and 

(4) Any other grounds deemed pertinent by the Com- 
mittee. 

(h) Advanced Standing. The Board of Governors may 
grant advanced standing to an enrolled law clerk who 
has attended either an approved or a nonapproved law 
school. 

(i) Effective Date. The revision of this rule shall not 
apply retroactively to any law clerk whose enrollment 
has been approved and accepted by the Board of Gov- 
ernors prior to the effective date of this revision. Each 
law clerk may complete the course of study under the 
version of the rule in effect on the date the application 
for enrollment to the law clerk program was accepted. 


RULE 7 
INVESTIGATIONS; DUTY OF APPLICANT 
(a) Investigations. The Board of Governors may refer 
any application for permission to take the bar examina- 


tion, to be admitted to the practice of law or to be ad- 
mitted to the limited practice of law under pertinent 
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provisions of rules 8 and 9, or to enroll in the law clerk 
program to state bar counsel or to any existing or special 
committee of the Bar Association for investigation. In 
connection with any investigation, the Board of Govern- 
ors shall have the power to: 

(1) Direct the issuance of subpoenas by the Executive 
Director of the Bar Association in the name of the 
Board of Governors to compel the attendance of wit- 
nesses at depositions or hearings, or for the production 
of books, records, or other documents; 

(2) Require additional proof or answers to interroga- 
tories relating to any fact stated in an application; and 

(3) Require an applicant, upon reasonable notice, to 
appear before the Board of Governors or any existing or 
special committee of the Bar Association for an exami- 
nation regarding any matter deemed by the Board of 
Governors to be relevant to a proper consideration of the 
application. 

(b) Duty of Applicant. It shall be the duty of every ap- 
plicant to cooperate with any investigation required by 
the Board of Governors, by promptly furnishing written 
or oral explanations, documents, releases, authorizations, 
or anything else reasonably required by the investigator. 
Failure to appear as directed or to furnish additional 
proof or answers as required or to cooperate fully shall 
be sufficient reason for the Board of Governors to reject 
or to recommend the rejection of an application. 


RULE 8 
SPECIAL ADMISSIONS 


(a) In General. Lawyers admitted to the practice of 
law in any state or territory of the United States or the 
District of Columbia, who do not meet the requirements 
of rule 1(b), may engage in the practice of law in this 
state only as provided in this rule. 

(b) Exception for Particular Action or Proceeding. A 
member in good standing of the Bar of any other state 
or territory of the United States or of the District of 
Columbia, who is a resident of and maintains a practice 
in such other state, territory, or District, may appear as 
a lawyer in the trial of any action or proceeding only (i) 
with the permission of the court or tribunal in which the 
action or proceeding is pending, and (ii) in association 
with an active member of the Bar Association, who shall 
be the lawyer of record therein, responsible for the con- 
duct thereof, and present at all proceedings. 

(1) An application to appear as such a lawyer shall be 
made to the court or tribunal before whom the action or 
proceeding is pending. The application shall be heard by 
the court or tribunal after such notice to the adverse 
parties as the court or tribunal shall direct. The court or 
tribunal shall enter an order granting or refusing the 
application, and, if the application is refused, the court 
shall state its reasons. 

(2) No member of the Bar Association shall lend his 
or her name for the purpose of, or in any way assist in, 
avoiding the effect of this rule. 

(c) Exception for Indigent Representation. A member 
in good standing of the Bar of another state or territory 
of the United States or of the District of Columbia, who 
is eligible to take the bar examination in this state, while 
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rendering service in either a bar association or govern- 
mentally sponsored legal services organization or in a 
public defender's office or similar program providing le- 
gal services to indigents and only in that capacity, may, 
upon application and approval, practice law and appear 
as a lawyer before the courts of this state in any matter, 
litigation, or administrative proceeding, subject to the 
following conditions and limitations: 

(1) Application to practice under this rule shall be 
made to the Board of Governors, and the applicant shall 
be subject to the Rules for Lawyer Discipline and to the 
Code of Professional Responsibilit y. 

(2) In any such matter, litigation, or administrative 
proceeding, the applicant shall be associated with an ac- 
tive member of the Bar Association, who shall be the 
lawyer of record and responsible for the conduct of the 
matter, litigation, or administrative proceeding. 

(3) The applicant shall apply for and take the first 
bar examination which is given more than 90 days after 
the date of the applicant's admission to practice under 
this rule. 

(4) The applicant's right to practice under this rule (i) 
may be terminated by the Supreme Court at any time 
with or without cause, or (ii) shall be terminated auto- 
matically for failure to take or pass the required bar ex- 
amination, or (iii) shall be terminated for failure to 
become an active member of the Bar Association within 
60 days of the date the bar examination results are made 
public, or (iv) in any event, shall be terminated within 1 
year from the original date of the applicant's admission 
to practice law in this state under this rule. 

(d) Exception for Educational Purposes. A lawyer who 
is enrolled and in good standing as a postgraduate stu- 
dent or as a faculty member in a program of an ap- 
proved law school in this state, involving clinical work in 
the courts or in the practice of law, may apply to the 
Board of Governors for admission to the limited practice 
of law by paying an investigation fee and by presenting 
satisfactory proof of (i) admission to the practice of law 
and current good standing in any state or territory of the 
United States or the District of Columbia, and (ii) com- 
pliance with the requirements of rule 3(b)(1), and (iii) 
good moral character. 

(1) Upon approval of the application by the Board of 
Governors, the applicant shall take the Oath of Attor- 
ney, and the Board of Governors shall transmit its rec- 
ommendation to the Supreme Court which shall enter an 
order admitting the applicant to the limited practice of 
law under this section. 

(2) The practice of an applicant admitted under this 
section shall be (i) limited to the period of time the ap- 
plicant actively participates in the program, (ii) limited 
to the clinical work of the particular course of study in 
which the applicant is enrolled or teaching, (iii) free of 
charge for the services so rendered, and (iv) subject to 
the Code of Professional Responsibility and the Rules 
for Lawyer Discipline. 

(3) An applicant admitted under this section shall be 
deemed an active member of the Bar Association only 
for the purpose of serving as a supervising lawyer under 
rule 9, and for no other purpose. 
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(4) When the applicant ceases actively to participate 
in the program, the law school dean shall immediately 
notify the Bar Association and the Clerk of the Supreme 
Court so that the applicant's right to practice may be 
terminated of record. 


RULE 9 
LEGAL INTERNS 


(a) Admission to Limited Practice. Qualified law stu- 
dents, enrolled law clerks, and graduates of approved 
law schools may be admitted to the status of legal intern 
and be granted a limited license to engage in the prac- 
tice of law only as provided in this rule. To qualify, an 
applicant must: 

(1) Be a student duly enrolled and in good academic 
standing at an approved law school with legal studies 
completed amounting to not less than two-thirds of a 
prescribed 3-year course of study or five-eighths of a 
prescribed 4—year course of study, and have the written 
approval of the applicant's law school dean or a person 
designated by such dean; or 

(2) Be an enrolled law clerk in compliance with the 
provisions of rule 6 with not less than three-fourths of 
the prescribed 4-усаг course of study completed, and 
have the written approval of the tutor; or 

(3) Make the application before the expiration of 9 
months following graduation from an approved law 
school, and submit satisfactory evidence thereof to the 
Bar Association; and 

(4) Certify in writing under oath that the applicant 
has read, is familiar with, and will abide by, the Code of 
Professional Responsibility and this rule. 

(b) Procedure. The applicant shall submit an applica- 
tion, for which no fee shall be required, on a form pro- 
vided by the Bar Association, setting forth the 
applicant's qualifications. 

(1) The application shall give the name of, and shall 
be signed by, the supervising lawyer who, in doing so, 
shall assume the responsibilities of supervising lawyer set 
forth in this rule if the applicant is granted a limited li- 
cense as a legal intern. The supervising lawyer shall be 
relieved of such responsibilities upon the termination of 
the limited license or at an earlier time if the supervising 
lawyer or the applicant gives written notice to the Bar 
Association and the Supreme Court requesting that the 
supervising lawyer be so relieved. In the latter event an- 
other active member of the Bar Association may be sub- 
stituted as such supervising lawyer by giving written 
notice of such substitution, signed by the applicant and 
by such other active member, to the Bar Association and 
the Supreme Court. 

(2) Upon receipt of the application, it shall be exam- 
ined and evaluated by the Board of Governors which 
shall endorse thereon its approval or disapproval and 
forward the same to the Supreme Court. 

(3) The Supreme Court shall issue or refuse the issu- 
ance of a limited license of a legal intern. The Supreme 
Court's decision shall be forwarded to the Bar Associa- 
tion, and the applicant shall be informed of the Supreme 
Court's decision. 
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(c) Scope of Practice. A legal intern shall be author- 
ized to engage in the limited practice of law, in civil and 
criminal matters, only as authorized by the provisions of 
this rule. A legal intern shall be subject to the Code of 
Professional Responsibility and the Rules for Lawyer 
Discipline as adopted by the Supreme Court and to all 
other laws and rules governing lawyers admitted to the 
Bar of this state, and shall be personally responsible for 
all services performed as an intern. Upon recommenda- 
tion of the Disciplinary Board, a legal intern may be 
precluded from sitting for the bar examination or from 
being admitted as а member of the Bar Association 
within the discretion of the Board of Governors. Any 
such intern barred from the bar examination or from 
recommendation for admission by the Board of Govern- 
ors shall have the usual rights of appeal to the Supreme 
Court. 

(1) A judge may exclude a legal intern from active 
participation in a case filed with the court in the interest 
of orderly administration of justice or for the protection 
of a litigant or witness, and shall thereupon grant a con- 
tinuance to secure the attendance of the supervising 
lawyer. 

(2) No legal intern may receive payment from a client 
for the intern's services. However, nothing contained 
herein shall prevent a legal intern from being paid for 
services by the intern's employer or to prevent the em- 
ployer from making such charges for the service of the 
legal intern as may otherwise be proper. A legal intern 
and the intern's supervising lawyer or a lawyer from the 
same office shall, before the intern undertakes to per- 
form any services for a client, inform the client of the 
legal intern's status. 

(3) A legal intern may advise or negotiate on behalf 
of a person referred to the intern by the supervising 
lawyer. A legal intern may prepare necessary pleadings, 
motions, briefs or other documents. It is not necessary in 
such instances for the supervising lawyer to be present. 

(4) A legal intern may participate in superior court 
and Court of Appeals proceedings, including depositions, 
provided the supervising lawyer or another lawyer from 
the same office is present. Ex parte and agreed orders 
may be presented to the court by a legal intern without 
the presence of the supervising lawyer or another lawyer 
from the same office. An intern may represent the State 
in juvenile court in misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor 
cases without in-court supervision after a reasonable pe- 
riod of in-court supervision, which shall not be less than 
one trial. 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c)(6), 
in courts of limited jurisdiction, a legal intern, only after 
participating with the supervising lawyer in at least one 
nonjury case, may try nonjury cases in such courts with- 
out the presence of a supervising lawyer and, only after 
participating with the supervising lawyer in at least one 
jury case, may try jury cases in such courts without the 
presence of a supervising lawyer. 

(6) Either the supervising lawyer or a lawyer from the 
same office shall be present in the representation of a 
defendant in all preliminary criminal hearings. 
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(d) Supervising Lawyer. The supervising lawyer shall 
be an active member of the Bar Association in good 
standing, provided that if a disciplinary sanction has 
been imposed upon the lawyer within the 5 years imme- 
diately preceding the filing of the application, the Board 
of Governors shall have the discretion to accept or reject 
the lawyer as a supervising lawyer. The supervising law- 
yer shall have been actively engaged in the practice of 
law in the State of Washington or elsewhere for at least 
3 years at the time the application is filed. 

(1) The supervising lawyer or another lawyer from the 
same office shall direct, supervise and review all of the 
work of the legal intern and both shall assume personal 
professional responsibility for any work undertaken by 
the legal intern while under the lawyer's supervision. АП 
pleadings, motions, briefs, and other documents prepared 
by the legal intern shall be reviewed by the supervising 
lawyer or a lawyer from the same office as the supervis- 
ing lawyer. When a legal intern signs any correspon- 
dence or legal document, the intern's signature shall be 
followed by the title "legal intern" and, if the document 
is prepared for presentation to a court or for filing with 
the clerk thereof, the document shall also be signed by 
the supervising lawyer or lawyer from the same office as 
the supervising lawyer. In any proceeding in which a le- 
gal intern appears before the court, the legal intern must 
advise the court of the intern's status and the name of 
the intern's supervising lawyer. 

(2) Supervision shall not require that the supervising 
lawyer be present in the room while the legal intern is 
advising or negotiating on behalf of a person referred to 
the intern by the supervising lawyer, or while the legal 
intern is preparing the necessary pleadings, motions, 
briefs, or other documents. 

(3) As a general rule, no supervising lawyer shall have 
supervision over more than 1 legal intern at any one 
time. However, in the case of (i) recognized institutions 
of legal aid, legal assistance, public defender and similar 
programs furnishing legal assistance to indigents, or le- 
gal departments of a state, county or municipality, the 
supervising lawyer may have supervision over 2 legal in- 
terns at one time, or (ii) a clinical course offered by an 
approved law school where such course has been ap- 
proved by its dean and is directed by a member of its 
faculty, and conducted within institutions or legal de- 
partments described in (i) or the law school, each full- 
time clinical supervising lawyer may have supervision 
over 10 legal interns at one time provided a supervising 
lawyer attends all adversarial proceedings conducted by 
the legal interns. 

(4) A lawyer currently acting as a supervising lawyer 
may be terminated as a supervising lawyer at the discre- 
tion of the Board of Governors. When an intern's super- 
visor is so terminated, the intern shall cease performing 
any services under this rule and shall cease holding him- 
self or herself out as a legal intern until written notice of 
a substitute supervising lawyer, signed by the intern and 
by the new and qualified supervising lawyer, is given to 
the Bar Association and to the Supreme Court. 
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(5) The failure of a supervising lawyer, or lawyer act- 
ing as a supervising lawyer, to provide adequate supervi- 
sion or to comply with the duties set forth in this rule 
shall be grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to the 
Rules for Lawyer Discipline. 

(6) For purposes of the attorney-client privilege, an 
intern shall be considered a subordinate of the lawyer 
providing supervision for the intern. 

(7) For purposes of the provisions of this rule which 
permit a lawyer from the same office as the supervising 
lawyer to sign documents or be present with a legal in- 
tern during court appearances, the lawyer so acting must 
be one who meets all of the qualifications for becoming 
a supervising lawyer under this rule. 

(e) Term of Limited License. A limited license as a le- 
gal intern shall be valid, unless revoked, for a period of 
not more than 24 consecutive months, provided that a 
person who fails the bar examination shall not continue 
to serve or to be eligible to become a legal intern after 
the date the bar examination results are made public, 
and provided further that a person shall not serve as a 
legal intern more than 12 months after graduation from 
law school. 

(1) The approval given to a law student by the law 
school dean or the dean's designee or to a law clerk by 
the tutor may be withdrawn at any time by mailing no- 
tice to that effect to the Clerk of the Supreme Court and 
to the Bar Association, and shall be withdrawn if the 
student ceases to be duly enrolled as a student prior to 
graduation or ceases to be in good academic standing or 
if the law clerk ceases to comply with rule 6. 

(2) A limited license is granted at the sufferance of 
the Supreme Court and may be revoked at any time 
upon the court's own motion, or upon the motion of the 
Board of Governors, in either case with or without cause. 

(3) An intern shall immediately cease performing any 
services under this rule and shall cease holding himself 
or herself out as a legal intern (i) upon termination for 
any reason of the intern's limited license under this rule; 
or (ii) upon the resignation of the intern's supervising 
lawyer; or (iii) upon the suspension or termination by 
the Board of Governors of the supervising lawyer's status 
as supervising lawyer; or (iv) upon the withdrawal of 
approval of the intern pursuant to this rule. 


Кие 10 
[RESERVED] 
RULE 11 
CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION 


RULE 11.1 
PURPOSE 


It is of primary importance to the members of the Bar 
and to the public that attorneys continue their legal ed- 
ucation throughout the period of their active practice of 
law. These rules will establish the minimum require- 
ments for continuing legal education. 
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RULE 11.2 
EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENT 


(a) Minimum Requirement. Each active member of the 
Bar Association shall complete a minimum of 15 credit 
hours of approved or accredited legal education (as pro- 
vided in rule 11.4) during each calendar year after 1976. 
If a member completes more than 15 such hours in a 
given calendar year after 1976, the excess credit may be 
carried forward and applied to such member's education 
requirement for either or both of the next 2 succeeding 
calendar years. Such legal education completed between 
September 1, 1976, and December 31, 1976, shall be 
credited as though it had been completed in 1977. 

(b) New Admission. An attorney shall not be required 
to comply with this rule during the calendar year in 
which he or she is admitted nor for the following full 
calendar year. 


RULE 11.3 
BOARD OF CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION 


There is hereby established a Board of Continuing 
Legal Education consisting of seven members. Six of the 
members of the board must be active members of the 
Washington State Bar Association. The seventh member 
shall not be a member of the Bar Association. The Su- 
preme Court shall designate a chairperson of the board, 
who shall serve at the pleasure of the court. The mem- 
bers of the board shall be nominated by the Bar Associ- 
ation and appointed by the Supreme Court. Of the 
members first appointed, two shall be appointed for 1 
year, three for 2 years, and two for 3 years. Thereafter, 
appointments shall be for a 3-year term. No member 
may serve more than two consecutive terms. Terms shall 
end on September 30 of the applicable year, except that 
no term shall end prior to September 30, 1977. 


RULE 11.4 
POWERS OF THE BOARD 


The board shall approve individual courses and may 
accredit all or portions of the entire legal educational 
program of a given organization which, in the board's 
judgment, will satisfy the education requirements of 
these rules. It shall determine the number of credit hours 
to be allowed for each such course. It shall discover and 
encourage the offering of such courses and programs by 
established organizations, whether offered within or out- 
side of this state. The board may adopt regulations per- 
tinent to these powers subject to the approval of the Bar 
Association and the Supreme Court. Individual compli- 
ance with the educational or time requirements of these 
rules may be waived or modified by the board upon a 
showing of undue hardship, age, or infirmity. 


Кие 11.5 


EXPENSES OF THE BOARD 


Members of the board shall not be compensated for 
their services. For their actual and necessary expenses 
incurred in the performance of their duties, they shall be 
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reimbursed by the Bar Association in a manner consis- 
tent with the Association's reimbursement of its com- 
mittee members. The Bar Association shall furnish the 
board with the necessary staff and clerical help to carry 
out its duties and shall pay all expenses reasonably and 
necessarily incurred by the board, pursuant to a budget 
for the board which the board shall submit annually to 
the Bar Association, subject to approval by the Associa- 
tion. : 


RULE 11.6 
REPORTS AND ENFORCEMENT 


(a) Compliance Report. On or before each January 31, 
commencing January 31, 1978, each active member 
shall file a report with the Bar Association in such form 
as the Bar Association shall prescribe concerning such 
member's completion of accredited legal education dur- 
ing the preceding calendar year. If such member has not 
completed the minimum education requirement for the 
preceding year, compliance may still be accomplished by 
making up the deficiency within the first 4 months of 
the next succeeding calendar year, filing a supplemental 
report with the Bar Association by May 1 of such year 
evidencing such compliance in such form as the Bar As- 
sociation shall prescribe and by paying a special $50 fil- 
ing fee therefor: Provided, however, that such special 
filing fee shall be increased by $100 for each consecutive 
year in which such member shall accomplish compliance 
with the minimum education requirement by making up 
any deficiency within the next succeeding year as pro- 
vided above. 

(b) Delinquency. Any member who has not so com- 
plied by May 1 of each year, commencing with May 1, 
1978, may be removed (or conditionally removed) from 
the roll of active members of the Bar and transferred to 
inactive status pending such member's compliance with 
section (a) above. To effect such removal the board shall 
by written notice to the noncomplying member advise of 
the pendency. of removal proceedings unless within 10 
days of receipt of such notice such member shall com- 
plete and return to the board an accompanying form of 
petition which may be accompanied by affidavit(s) in 
support of request for extension of time for or exemption 
from compliance with section (a) above or for a ruling 
by the board of substantial compliance therewith. 

(1) Unless such petition be so filed, the board shall 
report such fact to the Supreme Court with its recom- 
mendations for appropriate action. The Supreme Court 
shall enter such order or conditional order as it deems 
appropriate. 

(2) If such petition be so filed, the board may, in its 
discretion, approve the same without hearing, or may 
enter into agreement on terms with such member as to 
time and requirements for achieving compliance with the 
provisions of section (a). 

(3) If the board does not so approve such petition or 
enter into such agreement with terms, the board shall 
hold a hearing upon the petition and shall give the 
member at least 10 days' notice of the time and place 
thereof. Testimony taken at the hearing shall be under 
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oath and the oath shall be administered by the chairper- 
son of the board. For good cause shown the board may 
rule that the member has substantially complied with 
these rules for the year in question or, if he or she has 
not done so, it may grant the member an extension of 
time within which to comply and may do so upon terms 
as it may deem appropriate. As to each such application 
the board shall enter written findings of fact and an ap- 
propriate order, a copy of which shall be mailed forth- 
with to the member at the address on file with the Bar 
Association. Any such order shall be final unless within 
10 days from the date thereof the member shall file with 
the Bar Association at its office a written appeal to the 
Board of Governors of the Bar Association. 

(4) In its consideration of petitions for relief hereun- 
der, the board shall consider factors of hardship such as 
age or disability, or of restricted practice. 

(c) Appeal to Board of Governors. Any such appeal 
shall be considered by the Board of Governors at its next 
regular meeting (unless that meeting takes place less 
than 5 days following the perfection of the appeal, in 
which event it shall be the second meeting following 
thereafter). To perfect such appeal the member shall, at 
the member's expense, within 15 days of the filing of the 
notice of such appeal, cause to be transcribed and filed 
with the Bar Association a narrative report of proceed- 
ings in compliance with RAP 9.3. The Board chairper- 
son shall certify that the narrative report of proceedings 
contains a fair and accurate report of the occurrences in 
and evidence introduced in the cause. Upon the filing of 
any such notice of appeal to the Board of Governors, the 
Bar Association shall prepare a transcript of all orders, 
findings, and other documents pertinent to the proceed- 
ing, which transcript shall be certified Бу. the Board 
chairperson. The Board of Governors may require the 
member to submit his or her argument in writing and it 
may, but shall not be obligated to, permit the member or 
his or her counsel to appear in person before it. The 
Board of Governors may affirm, reverse, or modify the 
ruling of the Board of Continuing Legal Education as it 
deems appropriate. The decision of the Board of Gov- 
ernors shall be reduced to writing and a copy thereof 
shall be mailed forthwith to the member at the mem- 
ber's address. The decision of the Board of Governors 
shall be final, unless within 10 days from the date 
thereof, the member shall file with the Bar Association 
at its office a written notice of appeal to the Supreme 
Court. 

(d) Appeal to the Supreme Court. To perfect such ap- 
peal to the Supreme Court, the member shall at the 
member's expense, if testimony was taken before the 
Board of Governors, cause to be transcribed and filed 
with the Bar Association as to proceedings before the 
Board of Governors, a narrative report of proceedings in 
compliance with RAP 9.3. The president of the Bar As- 
sociation shall certify that any such narrative report of 
proceedings contains a fair and accurate report of the 
occurrences in and evidence introduced in the cause. The 
Bar Association shall prepare a transcript of all orders 
and other documents pertinent to the proceeding before 
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the Board of Governors, which transcript shall be.certi- 
fied by the president of the Bar Association. The Bar 
Association shall then file promptly with the Clerk of 
the Supreme Court said narrative report of proceedings 
and the transcripts pertinent to the proceedings before 
the board and the Board of Governors. The matter shall 
be heard in the Supreme Court on the motion calendar 
and the provisions of RAP 17.4 and RAP 17.5 shall be 
applicable thereto. 

(e) Time. The times set forth in this rule for filing no- 
tices of appeal are jurisdictional. The Board of Govern- 
ors or the Supreme Court, as to appeals pending before 
each such body respectively, may, for good cause shown: 

(1) Extend the time for the filing or certification of 
said statement of facts, or 

(2) Dismiss the appeal for failure to prosecute the 
same diligently. 

(f) Costs. If the member prevails in his or her appeal 
before the Board of Governors or in his or her appeal to 
the Supreme Court, the member shall be awarded costs 
against the Bar Association in an amount equal to his or 
her reasonable expenditures for the preparation of the 
statement or statements of facts. 

(g) Change of Status. Once an attorney has been 
transferred to inactive membership status for noncom- 
pliance with these rules, the attorney affected must 
comply with the then applicable regulations of the Board 
for transfer from inactive to active status. 


RULE 11.7 
CONFIDENTIALITY 


The files and records of the Bar Association, as they 
may relate to or arise out of any failure of a member of 
the Association to satisfy these continuing legal educa- 
tion requirements, shall be deemed confidential and shall 
not be disclosed except in furtherance of its duties, or 
upon request of the attorney affected, or pursuant to a 
proper subpoena duces tecum, or as directed by this 
court. 


RULE 12 
LIMITED PRACTICE RULE FOR CLOSING OFFICERS 


(a) Purpose. The purpose of this rule is to authorize 
certain lay persons to select, prepare and complete legal 
documents incident to the closing of real estate and per- 
sonal property transactions and to prescribe the condi- 
tions of and limitations upon such activities. 

(b) Limited Practice Board. 

(1) Establishment. There is hereby established a Lim- 
ited Practice Board (referred to herein as the "Board") 
consisting of nine members to be appointed by the Su- 
preme Court of the State of Washington. Not less than 
four of the members of the Board must be admitted to 
the practice of law in the State of Washington. Four of 
the members of the Board shall be business representa- 
tives, one each of the following four industries: escrow, 
lending, title insurance, and real estate. Of the members 
first appointed, two shall be appointed for 1 year, three 
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for 2 years, two for 3 years, and two for 4 years. There- 
after, appointments shall be for 4—year terms. No mem- 
ber may serve more than two consecutive terms. Terms 
shall end on December 31 of the applicable year, except 
that no term shall end prior to December 31, 1984. The 
Supreme Court shall designate one of the members of 
the Board as chairperson. 

(2) Duties and Powers. 

(i) Applications. The Board shall accept and process 
applications for certification under this rule. 

(ii) Examination. The Board shall conduct the exami- 
nation for certification required by this rule. The exami- 
nation shall consist of such questions as the Board may 
select on such subjects as may be listed by the Board 
and approved by the Supreme Court. The Board shall 
establish the number of examinations to be given each 
year and the dates of the examinations. 

(iii) Investigation and recommendation for admission. 
The Board shall notify each applicant of the results of 
the examination and shall recommend to the Supreme 
Court the admission or rejection of each applicant. The 
Supreme Court shall enter an order admitting to limited 
practice those applicants it deems qualified, conditioned 
upon each applicant taking an oath that he or she will 
comply with this rule and paying to the Board the an- 
nual fee for the current year. Upon the entry of such or- 
der, the taking and filing of the oath, and payment of 
the annual fee, an applicant shall be enrolled as a certi- 
fied closing officer and shall be entitled to perform those 
services permitted by this rule. The oath must be taken 
before a court of record in the State of Washington. 

(iv) Education. The Board shall approve individual 
courses and may accredit all or portions of the entire 
educational program of a given organization which, in 
the Board's judgment, will satisfy the educational re- 
quirement of these rules. It shall determine the number 
of credit hours to be allowed for each such course. It 
shall encourage the offering of such courses and pro- 
grams by established organizations, whether offered 
within or outside this state. 

(v) Grievances and discipline. The Board shall adopt 
hearing and appeal procedures and shall hear complaints 
of persons aggrieved by the failure of certified closing 
officers to comply with the requirements of this rule. 
Upon a finding by the Board that a certified closing of- 
ficer has failed to comply in any material manner with 
the requirements of this rule, the Board shall take such 
action as may be appropriate to the degree of the viola- 
tion, considering also the number of violations and the 
previous disciplinary record of the closing officer. Disci- 
plinary action may include admonitions, letters of cen- 
sure, reprimands, and recommendations to the Supreme 
Court for the suspension or revocation of the closing of- 
ficer's certification. 

(vi) Investigation. Upon the receipt of a complaint 
that a closing officer has violated the provisions of this 
rule and in other appropriate circumstances, the Board 
may investigate the conduct of the closing officer to de- 
termine whether the closing officer has violated the re- 
quirements, conditions or limitations imposed by this | 
rule. 
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(vii) Approval of forms. The Board shall approve 
standard forms for use by closing officers in the per- 
formance of services authorized by this rule. 

(viii) Fees. The Board shall establish and collect ex- 
amination and annual fees in such amounts as are nec- 
essary to carry out the duties and responsibilities of the 
Board. 

(ix) Regulations. The Board shall propose regulations 
to implement the provisions of this rule for adoption by 
the Supreme Court. 

(x) Interim certification and approval of forms. The 
Board may adopt regulations permitting interim certifi- 
cation of closing officers and approval of forms pending 
adoption of final regulations and the initial certification 
of successful applicants pursuant to this rule, provided 
that this interim certification shall expire 18 months 
from the date of adoption of this rule. 

(3) Expenses of the Board. Members of the Board 
shall not be compensated for their services. For their ac- 
tual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance 
of their duties, they shall be reimbursed by the Board in 
a manner consistent with its rules. The Board may con- 
tract with agencies or organizations to carry out its ad- 
ministrative functions. All such expenses shall be paid 
pursuant to a budget submitted to and approved by the 
Supreme Court on an annual basis. Funds accumulated 
from examination fees, annual fees, and other revenues 
shall be used to defray all expenses of the Board. 

(c) Certification Requirements. An applicant for certi- 
fication as a closing officer shall: 

(1) Age. Be а least 18 years of age. 

(2) Moral Character. Be of good moral character. 

(3) Examination. Satisfy the examination require- 
ments established by the Board. 

(4) Oath. Execute under oath and file with the Board 
two copies of his or her application, one of which shall 
be in the applicant's own handwriting, in such form as 
may be required by the Board. Additional proof of any 
fact stated in the application may be required by the 
Board. In the event of the failure or refusal of an appli- 
cant to furnish any information or proof, or to answer 
any interrogatories of the Board pertinent to the pending 
application, the Board may deny the application. The 
form of the application shall be prescribed by the Board 
by regulation adopted pursuant to this rule. 

(5) Examination Fee. Pay, upon the filing of an ap- 
plication, the examination fee. 

(d) Scope of Practice Authorized by Limited Practice 
Rule. Notwithstanding any provision of any other rule to 
the contrary, a person certified as a closing officer under 
this rule may select, prepare and complete documents in 
a form previously approved by the Board for use in clos- 
ing a loan, extension of credit, sale or other transfer of 
real or personal property. Such documents shall be lim- 
ited to deeds, promissory notes, guaranties, deeds of 
trust, reconveyances, mortgages, satisfactions, security 
agreements, releases, Uniform Commercial Code docu- 
ments, assignments, contracts, real estate excise tax affi- 
davits, and bills of sale. Other documents may be from 
time to time approved by the Board. 
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(e) Conditions Under Which Certified Closing Officers 
May Prepare and Complete Documents. Certified closing 
officers may render services authorized by this rule only 
under the following conditions and with the following 
limitations: 

(1) Agreement of the Parties. Prior to the perform- 
ance of the services, all parties to the transaction shall 
have agreed in writing to the basic terms and conditions 
of the transaction. 

(2) Disclosures to the Parties. The closing officer shall 
advise the parties of the limitations of the services rend- 
ered pursuant to this rule and shall further advise them 
in writing: 

(i) that the closing officer is not acting as the advo- 
cate or representative of either of the parties; 

(ii) that the documents prepared by the closing officer 
will affect the legal rights of the parties; 

(iii) that the parties' interests in the documents may 
differ; Й 

(iv) that the parties have a right to be represented by 
lawyers of their own selection; and 

(v) that the closing officer cannot give legal advice as 
to the manner in which the documents affect the parties. 

(f) Continuing Certification Requirements. 

(1) Continuing Education. Each certified closing offi- 
cer must complete a minimum number of credit hours of 
approved or accredited education, as prescribed by regu- 
lation of the Board, during each calendar year after the 
effective date of this rule in courses certified by the 
Board to be appropriate for study by closing officers 
providing services pursuant to this rule; provided, that 
the certified closing officer shall not be required to com- 
ply with this subsection during the calendar year in 
which he or she is initially certified. 

(2) Financial Responsibility. Each certified closing 
officer or employer thereof shall show proof of ability to 
respond in damages resulting from his or her acts or 
omissions in the performance of services permitted by 
this rule. The proof of financial responsibility shall be in 
such form and in such amount as the Board may by 
regulation prescribe. 

(3) Annual Fee. Each certified closing officer must 
pay the annual fee established by the Board. 

(g) Existing Law Unchanged. This rule shall in no way 
expand, narrow or affect existing law in the following 
areas: 

(1) The fiduciary relationship between a certified 
closing officer and his or her customers or clients; 

(2) Conflicts of interest that may arise between the 
certified closing officer and a client or customer; 

(3) The right to act as one's own attorney under the 
pro se exception to the unauthorized practice of law in- 
cluding but not limited to the right of a lender to pre- 
pare documents conveying or granting title to property 
in which it is taking a security interest; 

(4) The lack of authority of a certified closing officer 
to give legal advice without being licensed to practice 
law; 

(5) The standard of care which a certified closing of- 
ficer must practice when carrying out the functions per- 
mitted by this rule. 
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4.7 Discovery 
4.8 Motions 
4.9 Proceeding Based on Criminal Conviction 
4.10 Disciplinary Hearing 
4.11 Evidence and Burden of Proof 
4.12 Prior Disciplinary Record 
4.13 Decision of Hearing Officer or Panel 
4.14 Stipulations 
TITLE 5 
SANCTIONS AND OTHER REMEDIES 
5.1 Sanctions 
5.2 Probation 
5.3 Restitution 
5.4 Suspension for Cumulative Discipline 
5.5 Administration of Censure and Reprimand 
5.6 | Advisory Letter 
5.7 Costs and Expenses 
TITLE 6 
REVIEW BY BOARD 
6.1 Decisions Subject to Board Review 
6.2 Review of Suspension or Disbarment Recommendation 
6.3 | Appeal by Respondent Lawyer or State Bar Counsel 
6.4 | Reference to Record 
6.5 Request To Reopen Proceedings 
6.6 Transcript of Hearing 
6.7 Decision of Board 
6.8 | Chairperson May Modify Requirements 
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TITLE 7 


Review By SUPREME COURT 


Methods of Seeking Review 

Appeal 

Discretionary Review 

Applicability of Rules of Appellate Procedure 
Record to Supreme Court 

Briefs 

Argument 

Opinion 

Violation of Rules 


TITLE 8 


RLD 


PROTECTION OF PUBLIC WHEN LAWYER UNABLE TO ACT 


10.1 
10.2 
10.3 


Ne 


12.1 
12.2 
12.3 
12.4 
12.5 
12.6 
12.7 
12.8 
12.9 
12.10 
12.11 
12.12 
12.13 
12.14 
12.15 
12.16 


Notice to Clients and Others 

Lawyer To Discontinue Practice 

Affidavit of Compliance 

Public Notice 

Lawyer To Keep Records of Compliance 
Appointment of Counsel To Protect Clients’ Interests 


TITLE 9 


REINSTATEMENT AFTER DISBARMENT 


Restrictions Against Petitioning 

Reversal of Conviction 

Form of Petition 

Investigation 

Hearing Before Board of Governors 
Action by Board of Governors 

Action on Supreme Court's Determination 


TITLE 10 


TRANSFER TO DISABILITY INACTIVE STATUS 


Automatic Transfer 
Discretionary Transfer 
Reinstatement to Active Status 


TITLE 11 


ACCESS TO DISCIPLINARY INFORMATION 


Pending Investigations and Proceedings 
Notice of Discipline 


TITLE 12 


GENERAL PROVISIONS 


Service of Papers 

Filing; Copy to Hearing Officer; Orders 
Papers 

Expenses 

Restrictions on Representation of Respondent 
Reciprocal Discipline 

Removal of Appointees 

Maintenance of Records 

Confidential Sources 

Statute of Limitation 

Exoneration From Liability 
Computation of Time 

Stipulation to Extension of Time 
Priorities 

Definitions 

Effect on Pending Proceedings 
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TITLE 13 


AUDITS 


13.1 Audit and Investigation of Books and Records 
13.2 Cooperation of Lawyer 

13.3 Declaration or Questionnaire 

13.4 Disclosure 

13.5 Regulations 


TITLE | 
GROUNDS AND JURISDICTION 


RULE 1.1 
GROUNDS FOR DISCIPLINE 


A lawyer may be subjected to the disciplinary sanc- 
tions or actions set forth in these rules for any of the 
following: 

(a) The commission of any act involving moral turpi- 
tude, dishonesty, or corruption, or any unjustified act of 
assault or other act which reflects disregard for the rule 
of law, whether the same be committed in the course of 
his or her conduct as a lawyer, or otherwise, and 
whether the same constitutes a felony or misdemeanor or 
not; and if the act constitutes a felony or misdemeanor, 
conviction thereof in a criminal proceeding shall not be a 
condition precedent to disciplinary action, nor shall ac- 
quittal or dismissal thereof preclude the commencement 
of a disciplinary proceeding; 

(b) Willful disobedience or violation of a court order 
directing him or her to do or cease doing an act which 
he or she ought in good faith to do or forbear; 

(c) Violation of his or her oath or duties as a lawyer; 

(d) Willfully purporting to act as a lawyer for any 
person without the authority of that person; 

(e) Permitting his or her name to be used as a lawyer 
by another person who is not a lawyer authorized to 
practice law in the state of Washington; 

(f) Misrepresentation or concealment of a material 
fact made in his or her application for admission to the 
bar or admission to the bar examination or reinstate- 
ment or in support thereof; 

(g) Suspension, disbarment or other disciplinary sanc- 
tion by competent authority in any state, federal or for- 
eign jurisdiction; 

(h) Practicing law with or in cooperation with a dis- 
barred or suspended lawyer, or maintaining an office for 
the practice of law in a room or office occupied or used 
in whole or in part by a disbarred or suspended lawyer, 
or permitting a disbarred or suspended lawyer to use his 
or her name for the practice of law, or practicing law for 
or on behalf of a disbarred or suspended lawyer, or 
practicing law under any arrangement or understanding 
for division of fees or compensation of any kind with a 
disbarred or suspended lawyer; 

(i) Violation of the Code of Professional Responsibility 
of the profession adopted by the Supreme Court of the 
State of Washington; 

(j) Violation of duties imposed by these rules, includ- 
ing but not limited to violation of rule 2.8, failing to re- 
spond to inquiries or requests regarding matters under 
investigation; rule 4.5, failing to file an answer to a for- 
mal complaint; rule 4.6(c), failing to file an answer to an 
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amendment to a formal complaint; rule 4.7(e), failing to 
cooperate with discovery; rule 4.10(g), failing to attend a 
hearing or failing to bring materials requested by state 
bar counsel; rule 5.5(b), failing to appear to receive a 
reprimand; rule 8.1, failing to notify clients and others 
of inability to act; rule 8.2, failing to discontinue prac- 
tice; rule 8.3, failing to file an affidavit of compliance; 
rule 11.1(1), wrongful disclosure; rule 13.2, failing to co- 
operate with an examination of books and records; rule 
13.3, failing to file a declaration or questionnaire certi- 
fying compliance with CPR DR 9-102; 

(k) Violation of the Code of Judicial Conduct; 

(1) Engaging in the practice of law while on inactive 
status, or while suspended from the practice of law for 
any cause; 

(m) Failure to meet conditions of probation imposed 
pursuant to rule 5.2, or conditions of a stipulation ap- 
proved pursuant to rule 4.14; 

(n) Willful failure to pay restitution where required 
pursuant to rule 5.3, or to pay costs where required pur- 
suant to rule 2.8(b) or rule 5.7; 

(о) Attempting to commit an act, or assisting another 
in committing or attempting to commit an act, which if 
completed would be prohibited by this rule; 

(p) Conduct demonstrating unfitness to practice law. 


RULE 1.2 
JURISDICTION 


A lawyer admitted to the practice of law in this state, 
and any lawyer specially admitted by a court of this 
state for a particular case, shall be subject to these Rules 
for Lawyer Discipline. Jurisdiction shall continue 
whether or not the lawyer retains the authority to prac- 
tice law in this state, and regardless of the residence of 
the lawyer. 


TITLE 2 
STRUCTURE AND DUTIES 


RULE 2.1 
SUPREME COURT 


The Supreme Court of Washington has exclusive re- 
sponsibility within the state for the administration of the 
lawyer discipline and disability system and has inherent 
power to maintain appropriate standards of professional 
conduct and to dispose of individual cases of lawyer dis- 
cipline and disability. Persons carrying out the functions 
set forth in these rules are acting under the authority of 
the Supreme Court. 


RULE 2.2 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


(a) Authority. The Board of Governors of the Associa- 
tion shall have the power and authority to: 

(1) Supervise the general functioning of the Disciplin- 
ary Board, review committees, state bar counsel, bar 
staff and special district counsel; 

(2) Make appointments, remove persons appointed, 
and fill vacancies as provided in these rules; 
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(3) Consider petitions for reinstatement after disbar- 
ment pursuant to Title 9; 

(4) Perform such other functions and take such other 
actions as provided in these rules or as may be delegated 
to it by the Supreme Court or as may be necessary and 
proper to carry out its duties. 

(b) Limitation of Authority. The Board of Governors 
shall have no right or responsibility to review decisions 
or recommendations of a hearing officer or panel or of 
the Disciplinary Board in specific cases except as pro- 
vided in rule 7.3(c). 


RULE 2.3 
DISCIPLINARY BOARD 


(a) Membership. 

(1) Composition. The Board shall consist of not less 
than three nonlawyer members, appointed by the Su- 
preme Court, and not less than one lawyer member from 
each congressional district, appointed by the Board of 
Governors. 

(2) Qualifications. Lawyer members must have been 
active members of the Association for at least 7 years. 

(3) Quorum. A majority of the Board members shall 
constitute a quorum. Given a quorum, the concurrence 
of a majority of those present shall constitute action of 
the Board. 

(4) Disqualification. In the event a complaint is made 
to the Association alleging an act of misconduct by a 
lawyer member of the Board, such member shall take a 
leave of absence from the Board until the matter is re- 
solved, unless otherwise directed by the Board of Gov- 
ernors. If a disciplinary sanction is imposed against the 
member, he or she shall be ineligible to serve further on 
the Board. The resulting vacancy shall be filled as set 
forth in section (d). 

(5) Voting. Each member, whether nonlawyer or law- 
yer, shall have one vote. 

(b) Terms of Office. The term of office for a member 
of the Board shall be 3 years. Newly created Board po- 
sitions may be filled by appointments of less than 3 
years, as designated by the court or the Board of Gov- 
ernors, to permit as equal a number of positions as pos- 
sible to be filled each year. All terms of office begin 
October 1 and end September 30 or when a successor 
has been appointed, whichever occurs later. Members 
may not serve more than one term except as otherwise 
provided in these rules. Members heretofore appointed 
shall continue to serve until replaced. 

(c) Chairperson. The Board of Governors shall annu- 
ally designate one lawyer member of the Board to act as 
chairperson and another as vice-chairperson. The vice— 
chairperson shall serve in the absence of or at the re- 
quest of the chairperson. 

(d) Vacancies. Vacancies in lawyer membership on the 
Board and in the office of the chairperson and the місе- 
chairperson shall be filled by the Board of Governors. 
Vacancies in nonlawyer membership shall be filled by 
the Supreme Court. A person appointed to fill a vacancy 
shall complete the unexpired term of the person he or 
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she replaces, and if that unexpired term is less than 18 
months he or she may be reappointed to a consecutive 
term. 

(e) Pro Tempore Members. When a member of the 
Board is disqualified or unable to function on a case for 
good cause, the chairperson of the Board may, by writ- 
ten order, designate a member pro tempore to sit with 
the Board to hear and determine the cause. A member 
pro tempore may be appointed from among those per- 
sons who have previously served as members of the Dis- 
ciplinary Board, or from among lawyers appointed as 
alternate Board members by the Board of Governors and 
nonlawyers appointed as alternate Board members by 
the Supreme Court. A lawyer shall be appointed to sub- 
stitute for a lawyer member of the Board, and a non- 
lawyer to substitute for a nonlawyer member of the 
Board. 

(f) Authority of Board. The Board shall have the 
power and authority to: 

(1) Review each proceeding in which a recommenda- 
tion of disbarment, suspension, or transfer to disability 
inactive status has been made by a hearing officer or 
panel; 

(2) Review each proceeding in which a recommenda- 
tion other than disbarment or suspension from the prac- 
tice of law has been made by a hearing officer or panel, 
including a recommendation of dismissal, upon an ap- 
peal filed pursuant to rule 6.1(b); 

(3) Review stipulations entered into pursuant to rule 
4.14 when such stipulations provide for. suspension or 
disbarment; 

(4) Review any prehearing ruling of a hearing officer 
or panel, upon request for review by either the respon- 
dent lawyer or state bar counsel, where the chairperson 
of the Board determines that such review is necessary 
and appropriate and will serve the ends of justice; 

(5) Review the decision of a review committee dis- 
missing allegations of misconduct by a lawyer when such 
review is directed by the chairperson of the Board, and 
upon such review order a hearing on the alleged miscon- 
duct, dismiss the matter, issue an advisory letter, or or- 
der such further investigation as may appear 
appropriate; 

(6) Perform such other functions and take such other 
actions as provided in these rules or as may be delegated 
to it by the Board of Governors or Supreme Court, or as 
may be necessary and proper to carry out its duties. 

(g) Meetings. The Board shall hold meetings at such 
times and places as it may determine. Where the chair- 
person of the Board determines that prompt action is 
necessary for protection of the public, and that circum- 
stances do not permit a full meeting of the Board, the 
Board may vote on a matter otherwise ready for review 
without meeting together, through telephone or written 
communication. 

(h) Clerk. The Executive Director of the Association, 
under the direction of the Board of Governors, may ap- 
point a suitable person or persons to act as clerk to the 
Board, to assist the Board and the review committees in 
carrying out their functions under these rules. 
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RULE 2.4 
REVIEW COMMITTEES 


(a) Membership. The chairperson of the Board shall 
appoint three or more review committees of three mem- 
bers each from among the members of the Board. Each 
review committee shall consist of two lawyers and one 
nonlawyer. The chairperson of the Board may reassign 
members among the several committees on an interim or 
permanent basis. The chairperson of the Board shall not 
serve on a review committee. 

(b) Chairperson. The chairperson of the Board shall 
designate one member of each review committee to act 
as its chairperson. 

(c) Terms of Office. A member of a review committee 
shall serve until his or her term of office on the Board 
expires. 

(d) Authority of Review Committees. Each review 
committee shall have the power and authority to: 

(1) Review reports on investigations of alleged acts of 
misconduct by a lawyer, and upon such review order a 
hearing on the alleged misconduct, dismiss the matter, 
issue an advisory letter, or direct such further investiga- 
tion as may appear appropriate; 

(2) Order that an investigation into an alleged act of 
misconduct by a lawyer be deferred when it appears that 
the allegations are substantially similar to those in 
pending civil or criminal litigation, or when the lawyer 
complained against is physically or mentally unable to 
respond to the investigation, or for other good cause, 
where it appears that such deferral will not endanger the 
public; 

(3) Review reports on investigations into allegations 
that a lawyer is mentally or physically unable to conduct 
the practice of law, and upon such review order a hear- 
ing into the capacity of the lawyer to conduct the prac- 
tice of law, dismiss the matter, or direct such further 
investigation as may appear appropriate; 

(4) Reconsider complaints conditionally dismissed by 
state bar counsel, when the complainant has disputed the 
dismissal and the complaint has not been reopened, and 
upon such reconsideration affirm the dismissal, order a 
hearing on the alleged misconduct, issue an advisory let- 
ter, or direct such further investigation as may appear 
appropriate; 

(5) Review stipulations entered into pursuant to rule 
4.14, other than stipulations for suspension or disbar- 
ment, and approve or reject such stipulations; 

(6) Make determinations of whether a crime is a "se- 
rious crime" under rule 3.1 and authorize proceedings 
for suspension of a lawyer upon finding of risk to the 
public pursuant to rule 3.2(a); 

(7) Perform such other functions and take such other 
actions as provided in these rules or as may be delegated 
to it by the Disciplinary Board or the Board of Govern- 
ors, or as may be necessary and proper to carry out its 
duties. 

(e) Distribution of Cases. The clerk of the Board if one 
has been appointed, or state bar counsel, shall have the 
responsibility of transmitting matters to the several re- 
view committees under direction of the chairperson of 
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the Board so as to equalize the case load of the commit- 
tees to the extent possible. 

(f) Meetings. Each review committee shall meet at 
such times and places as determined by the committee 
chairperson, under the general direction of the chairper- 
son of the Board. A review committee may also conduct 
business and take action by conference call or through 
written communication without meeting together where 
the chairperson of the committee determines that 
prompt action is necessary. 


RULE 2.5 
HEARING OFFICER OR PANEL 


(a) Eligibility. Hearing officers shall be assigned to 
cases from a list of lawyers maintained by the Board of 
Governors. The list shall include all lawyer members of 
the Disciplinary Board, and shall also include as many 
additional lawyers as the Board of Governors considers 
necessary to carry out the provisions of these rules ef- 
fectively and efficiently. 

(b) Qualifications. Appointment by the Board of Gov- 
ernors to the hearing officer list shall be made from 
among lawyers who have been active members of the 
Association for at least 7 years. 

(c) Hearing Panel. When a hearing panel is assigned 
to hear a matter, the panel shall consist of three persons 
on the hearing officer list, or two such persons plus a 
nonlawyer. If the third member of a hearing panel is to 
be a nonlawyer, he or she shall be assigned from a list of 
suitable persons willing to serve in that capacity to be 
maintained by the Board of Governors. Such list may 
include the nonlawyer members of the Disciplinary 
Board, at the option of those members. 

(d) Terms of Appointment. Appointment by the Board 
of Governors to the hearing officer list, or to the list of 
nonlawyers maintained pursuant to section (c), shall be 
for a period of 3 years. Eligibility of a member of the 
Disciplinary Board to serve as a hearing officer or panel 
member shall be concurrent with his or her term on the 
Board. Notwithstanding the provisions of this rule, a 
hearing officer or panel member shall have authority to 
act in any matter assigned to him or her prior to the ex- 
piration of his or her appointment or term. 

(e) Duty. It shall be the duty of the hearing officer or 
panel to whom a case has been assigned for hearing to 
conduct the hearing as hereinafter provided. 


RULE 2.6 
STATE BAR COUNSEL 


(a) Appointment. The Executive Director of the Asso- 
ciation, under the direction of the Board of Governors, 
shall employ a suitable person or persons from among 
the members of the Association to act as counsel for the 
Association with respect to matters under these rules. 
Special state bar counsel may be appointed whenever 
necessary to conduct an individual investigation or pro- 
ceeding. 

(b) Duties. It shall be the duty of state bar counsel to: 
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(1) Take cognizance of any alleged or apparent act of 
misconduct by a lawyer, whether by complaint or other- 
wise, and investigate the same or assign the same for in- 
vestigation to special district counsel; 

(2) Assist in investigations conducted by special dis- 
trict counsel; 

(3) Report results of investigations, except those con- 
ditionally dismissed, to a review committee; 

(4) Conduct such additional investigation as a review 
committee may request; 

(S) Act as counsel on behalf of the Association on all 
matters coming within these rules; 

(6) Perform such other duties as shall be required by 
the Executive Director or the Board of Governors. 

(c) Conditional Dismissals. State bar counsel shall 
have power conditionally to dismiss allegations of mis- 
conduct. A complainant may dispute such a conditional 
dismissal, in which case state bar counsel may either re- 
open the matter for investigation, or may refer the case 
to a review committee for reconsideration of the condi- 
tional dismissal. 

(d) Discovery Prior to Formal Complaint. Where state 
bar counsel deems it advisable prior to the filing of a 
formal complaint to conduct the deposition of a lawyer 
being investigated or of a witness, or to issue requests for 
admission to a lawyer being investigated, he or she may 
do so. 

(1) Procedure. Depositions pursuant to this rule shall 
be conducted in conformity with CR 30 or 31 to the ex- 
tent possible. Requests for admission shall be governed 
by CR 36. 

(2) Subpoenas for Depositions. A lawyer member of 
the. Board or state bar counsel shall have the power to 
issue subpoenas to compel the attendance of the lawyer 
being investigated or of a witness, or the production of 
books, or documents, or other evidence, at the taking of 
a deposition. Subpoenas shall be served in the same 
manner as in civil cases in the superior court. 


RULE 2.7 
SPECIAL DISTRICT COUNSEL 


(a) Appointment and Term of Office. The Board of 
Governors shall appoint one or more special district 
counsel in each congressional district of the state, from 
among the active members of the Association in good 
standing practicing in the district. The term of office for 
each special district counsel shall be 3 years. Special 
district counsel may be reappointed for consecutive 
terms. 

(b) Duties. It shall be the duty of special district coun- 
sel to: 

(1) Assist state bar counsel when requested in investi- 
gating allegations of misconduct by a lawyer, whether or 
not the lawyer resides or practices in the same congres- 
sional district; 

(2) Forward to state bar counsel complaints alleging 
misconduct by a lawyer; 

(3) Investigate at the request of a review committee 
any complaint of misconduct brought against state bar 
counsel and report the same directly to the review com- 
mittee. 
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(c) Review by State Bar Counsel. Upon receiving a re- 
port of an investigation conducted by a special district 
counsel, state bar counsel may request additional inves- 
tigation, may conduct any additional investigation as 
may appear necessary, and may take any action under 
rule 2.6 as appears appropriate. 


RULE 2.8 
RESPONDENT LAWYER 


(a) Duty To Furnish Prompt Response. It is the duty of 
every lawyer promptly to respond to any inquiry or re- 
quest made pursuant to these rules for information rele- 
vant to complaints, grievances or matters under 
investigation concerning conduct of a lawyer. Upon such 
inquiry or request, every lawyer: 

(1) Shall furnish in writing, or orally if requested, a 
full and complete response to inquiries and questions; 

(2) Shall permit inspection and copying of his or her 
business records, files and accounts; 

(3) Shall furnish copies of requested records, files and 
accounts; 

(4) Shall furnish written releases or authorizations 
where needed to obtain access to documents or informa- 
tion in the possession of third parties, including in the 
case of inquiries into the physical or mental capacity of 
a lawyer written releases or authorizations needed to 
obtain access to medical, psychiatric, psychological or 
other relevant records and opinions; and 

(5) Shall comply with discovery conducted pursuant 
to rule 2.6. 

(b) Failure To Cooperate. When a lawyer has failed to 
comply with any request made pursuant to section (a) 
for more than 30 days, state bar counsel may notify the 
lawyer that failure to so comply within 10 days may ne- 
cessitate the taking of the deposition of the lawyer pur- 
suant to subpoena. 

(1) Any deposition conducted after the expiration of 
that 10-day period and necessitated by the continued 
failure to cooperate by the lawyer may be conducted at 
any place within the state of Washington. 

(2) A lawyer whose failure to cooperate has resulted 
in a deposition being conducted pursuant to the preced- 
ing subsection shall be liable for the actual costs of con- 
ducting such deposition, including but not limited to 
service fees, court reporter fees, travel expenses and the 
cost of transcribing the deposition, if ordered by state 
bar counsel, regardless of the ultimate disposition of the 
underlying complaint. Upon application of state bar 
counsel to a review committee itemizing the costs and 
setting forth the reasons necessitating the deposition, 
and after giving the lawyer 10 days to respond, the re- 
view committee shall by order assess such costs as ap- 
pear appropriate against the lawyer. Board review of an 
order assessing costs under this rule may be conducted 
in the same manner and under the same terms as review 
under rule 5.7(e). 

(3) Failure of a lawyer to cooperate fully and 
promptly with an investigation as required by section (a) 
of this rule shall also constitute grourids for discipline. 

(c) Privilege Against Self-Incrimination. The duty of a 
lawyer to cooperate during the course of an investigation 
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shall be subject to the lawyer's proper exercise of his or 
her privilege against self-incrimination, where appli- 
cable. 

(d) Attorney-Client Privilege. A lawyer may not assert 
the attorney-client privilege or other prohibitions on re- 
vealing client confidences or secrets as a ground for re- 
fusing to provide information during the course of an 
investigation, but any information obtained during an 
investigation which involves client confidences or secrets 
shall be kept confidential to the extent possible under 
these rules unless the client otherwise consents. 

(e) Right to Representation. A lawyer may be repre- 
sented by counsel during any stage of an investigation or 
proceeding under these rules. 


RULE 2.9 
COMPLAINANT 


(a) Rights. Any person filing a complaint with the As- 
sociation alleging an act of misconduct by a lawyer shall 
have the right to: 

(1) Be advised promptly of the receipt of the com- 
plaint, and of the name, address and office phone num- 
ber of the person assigned to its investigation if such an 
assignment is made; 

(2) Request reconsideration by a review committee of 
a conditional dismissal of the complaint by state bar 
counsel or reconsideration by the Board of a dismissal of 
the complaint by a review committee when the chairper- 
son of the Board so directs; 

(3) Have a reasonable opportunity to speak with the 
investigator assigned to the complaint, by telephone or in 
person, concerning the substance of the complaint or its 
status; 

(4) Receive a copy of any response submitted by the 
lawyer complained against, except when that response 
makes reference to confidences or secrets of a client of 
the lawyer to which the complainant is not privy, or 
contains information of a personal and private nature 
regarding the lawyer, or when a review committee de- 
termines that the interests of justice would better be 
served if the response is not released; 

(5) Submit additional supplemental written informa- 
tion or documentation at any time; 

(6) Attend and testify as a witness at any hearing 


conducted into the complaint, subject to the applicable 


rules of evidence and any protective order issued pursu- 
ant to rule 11.1(f); 

(7) Be advised of the disposition of the complaint. 

(b) Duties. A person filing a complaint shall have the 
duty to furnish the person assigned to its investigation 
with documentary evidence in his or her possession, and 
the names and addresses of witnesses; to assist in secur- 
ing evidence in relation to the facts charged; and to ap- 
pear and testify at any hearing resulting from the 
complaint. Failure to fulfill these duties may be grounds 
for dismissal of a complaint. 

(c) Consent to Disclosure. The filing of a complaint 
shall constitute consent to disclose the content of the 
complaint to the lawyer or to any other person contacted 
during the investigation of the complaint, unless the 
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complainant specifically withholds such consent. The fil- 
ing of a complaint shall also constitute consent to dis- 
closure by the lawyer complained against, or by any 
other lawyer contacted by the complainant, of any in- 
formation relevant to the investigation of the complaint, 
unless the complainant specifically withholds such con- 
sent. 

(d) Continuation of Complaint. Neither the unwilling- 
ness of a complainant to continue his or her complaint, 
nor withdrawal of the complaint, nor compromise be- 
tween the complainant and the lawyer, nor restitution by 
the lawyer, shall in itself require dismissal of a com- 
plaint. 


TiTLE 3 
SUSPENSION BEFORE FINAL DISPOSITION 


RULE 3.1 
SUSPENSION FOR CONVICTION OF A CRIME 


(a) Court Clerk To Advise Association of Conviction. 
The clerk of any court of this state in which a lawyer is 
convicted of a crime shall advise the Association of the 
conviction, and shall provide the Association upon re- 
quest with certified copies of any order or other docu- 
ment evidencing the conviction. "Conviction" for the 
purposes of this rule shall be considered to have occurred 
upon entry of a plea of guilty, unless the defendant af- 
firmatively shows that the plea was not accepted or was 
withdrawn, or upon entry of a finding or verdict of 
guilty, unless the defendant affirmatively shows that 
judgment was arrested or a new trial granted. 

(b) Determination of "Serious Crime." Upon being ad- 
vised that a lawyer has been convicted of a crime, a ré- 
view committee shall determine whether the crime 
constitutes a serious crime as defined by this rule, unless 
the crime is a felony. If the crime is a felony, or if a re- 
view committee determines by order that the crime con- 
stitutes a serious crime, state bar counsel shall petition 
the Supreme Court for an order suspending the lawyer 
during the pendency of disciplinary proceedings, and 
shall also proceed to file a formal complaint with regard 
to the conviction. The petition for suspension may be 
filed before the formal complaint. If the crime is not a 
felony and is determined not to be a serious crime, the 
review committee shall consider the report of the con- 
viction in the same manner as any other report of possi- 
ble misconduct by a lawyer. 

(c) Petition. A petition to the Supreme Court for sus- 
pension of a lawyer under this rule shall include a copy 
of any available document establishing the fact of con- 
viction. When the crime is not a felony, the petition shall 
also include a copy of the order of the review committee 
finding that the crime is a serious crime. The petition 
may also include additional facts, statements, argu- 
ments, affidavits, and documents in the discretion of 
state bar counsel. A copy of the petition shall be person- 
ally served upon the respondent lawyer, and proof of 
service filed with the court. 

(d) Immediate Interim Suspension. Upon the filing of a 
petition for suspension pursuant to this rule, the court 
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shall determine whether the crime constitutes a serious 
crime as defined herein. If the crime is a felony, the 
court shall enter an order immediately suspending the 
lawyer from the practice of law. If the crime is not a 
felony, a show cause proceeding shall be conducted as 
provided in rule 3.2(d)-(e) to determine whether the 
crime is a serious crime as defined herein. Suspension 
under this rule shall occur whether the conviction of the 
serious crime was under a law of this state or of any 
other state or was under federal law, and whether the 
conviction was after a plea of guilty, nolo contendere, 
not guilty, or otherwise, and regardless of the pendency 
of an appeal. Upon such suspension the lawyer shall 
comply with the notice provisions of rule 8.1(a). If the 
court determines that the crime is not a serious crime, 
the Association shall be advised and the matter shall be 
processed in the ordinary manner. 

(e) Duration of Suspension. When a lawyer is sus- 
pended under this rule, the duration of such suspension 
shall not exceed final disposition of the disciplinary pro- 
ceeding commenced against the lawyer. When the disci- 
plinary proceeding is fully completed, after appeal or 
otherwise, the suspension occurring under this rule shall 
end. 

(f) Termination of Suspension. The Board may, upon 
petition of the respondent lawyer, recommend to the Su- 
preme Court the termination of a suspension under this 
rule at any time prior to the final disposition of the dis- 
ciplinary proceedings. State bar counsel may file a re- 
sponse to the petition for termination of suspension and 
may be directed by the chairperson of the Board to con- 
duct such investigation as appears appropriate. Oral ar- 
gument before the Board on the petition shall be 
permitted upon the request of either the respondent law- 
yer or state bar counsel and shall be conducted at such 
time and place and under such terms as the chairperson 
of the Board shall direct. A recommendation for termi- 
nation of suspension may be made only upon an affir- 
mative finding of the Board that there is good cause for 
terminating the suspension. Upon receipt by the court of 
a recommendation for termination of suspension, it shall 
be reviewed under such proceedings as the court may 
direct. There shall be no right of appeal from a decision 
of the Board declining to recommend termination of a 
suspension under this rule. 

(g) Notice of Dismissal to Supreme Court. When a pe- 
tition for suspension has been filed under this rule, and 
the disciplinary proceedings based on the criminal con- 
viction of the lawyer are dismissed, the Supreme Court 
shall be provided with a copy of the decision granting 
dismissal whether or not the lawyer is under suspension 
at the time of dismissal. 

(h) Definition of "Serious Crime." "Serious crime" in- 
cludes any felony and also includes any other crime a 
necessary element of which, as determined by the statu- 
tory or common law definition of such crime, involves 
interference with the administration of justice, false 
swearing, misrepresentation, fraud, deceit, bribery, ex- 
tortion, misappropriation or theft; or an attempt, or a 
conspiracy, or solicitation of another, to commit a "seri- 
ous crime". 
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RULE 3.2 
SUSPENSION IN OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES 


(a) Upon Finding of Risk to Public. At any time when 
it appears that a continuation of the practice of law by a 
respondent lawyer during the pendency of any proceed- 
ing under these rules, including proceedings under Title 
10, will result in substantial harm, loss or damage to the 
public, the Association, on unanimous recommendation 
of a review committee, may petition the Supreme Court 
for an order suspending the respondent lawyer during 
the pendency of the proceedings. 

(b) Upon Board Recommendation for Disbarment. 
When the Board enters a decision providing for disbar- 
ment of a lawyer, state bar counsel shall file a petition 
under this rule for suspension of the lawyer during the 
remainder of the proceedings. Suspension under this 
section shall occur unless a lawyer makes an affirmative 
showing that his or her continuation of the practice of 
law will not be detrimental to the integrity and standing 
of the Bar and the administration of justice, or be con- 
trary to the public interest. If the decision of the Board 
is not appealed and becomes final, such petition need not 
be filed, or if filed may be withdrawn. 

(c) Petition. A petition to the Supreme Court under 
this rule shall set forth the acts of the respondent lawyer 
believed to constitute grounds for such suspension, and if 
filed pursuant to section (b) shall include a copy of the 
decision of the Board. The petition may be supported by 
documents or affidavits. A copy of the petition shall be 
personally served upon the respondent lawyer. 

(d) Show Cause Order. Upon filing of the petition an 
order to show cause, signed by the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, shall be issued requiring the respondent 
lawyer to appear before the court on such date as the 
Chief Justice may set, and then and there show cause 
why the petition for suspension should not be granted. A 
copy of the order to show cause shall be personally 
served upon the respondent lawyer by the Association at 
least 5 days before the scheduled show cause hearing. 

(e) Answer to Petition. The respondent lawyer may 
answer the petition. Any such answer may be supported 
by documents or affidavits. Failure to answer shall not 
result in default or waive the right to appear at the show 
cause hearing. 

(f) Filing of Answer. A copy of any answer shall be 
filed with both the Supreme Court and the Association 
at least 3 days before the scheduled show cause hearing. 

(g) Application of Other Rules. If the Supreme Court 
enters an order suspending the lawyer, the provisions of 
these rules relating to suspended attorneys, including Ti- 
tle 8, shall apply. 


TiTLE 4 
HEARING PROCEDURES AND STIPULATIONS 


RULE 4.1 
APPLICATION OF CIVIL RULES 


(a) General Conformance With Civil Rules. Proceed- 
ings pursuant to these rules shall be conducted in gen- 
eral conformance with the civil rules applicable to 
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actions in the superior courts of the State of Washing- 
ton. Those rules shall apply directly when indicated, and 
in all other cases shall serve as guidance. 

(b) Meaning of Terms. In applying the civil rules to 
proceedings pursuant to these rules, terms shall have the 
following meanings: 

(1) "Court" or "judge" as used in the civil rules shall 
mean the hearing officer or panel chairperson; the hear- 
ing panel; or the Board or Board chairperson, as appro- 
priate; 

(2) "Parties" as used in the civil rules shall mean the 
respondent lawyer and state bar counsel. 


RULE 4.2 
APPOINTMENT OF HEARING OFFICER OR PANEL 


(a) Appointment. The chairperson of the Board shall 
appoint a hearing officer or panel to hear a matter or- 
dered to hearing from among the persons eligible under 
rule 2.5, except that a member of the review committee 
which ordered the matter to hearing shall not be ap- 
pointed on the case. When a panel is appointed the 
committee shall designate one lawyer member as chair- 
person. Any vacancy in the position of hearing officer or 
hearing panel member or chairperson may be filled by 
the chairperson of the Board. 

(b) Disqualification. The respondent attorney may seek 
the disqualification of the hearing officer or any hearing 
panel member for cause. 

(1) A request for disqualification of a hearing officer 
or panel member shall be filed in writing within 20 days 
of service upon the respondent lawyer of the name of the 
officer or panel member challenged. The request shall 
set forth in detail the reason for the request. 

(2) The unchallenged member or members of the 
hearing panel, if any, shall rule on the request. In the 
event the challenge is against a hearing officer or against 
all members of the panel, or if the remaining members 
of the panel cannot agree, the chairperson of the Board 
shall rule on the requested disqualification. 

(3) If a request for disqualification is granted, the 
chairperson of the Board shall fill the vacancy created. 
The respondent lawyer shall have the right to request 
the disqualification of any such appointee in the same 
manner as the original appointee. 

(c) Authority. In addition to the powers specifically 
provided herein, the hearing officer or panel chairperson 
appointed to hear a matter may make any ruling which 
appears necessary and appropriate to insure a fair and 
orderly proceeding. 


RULE 4.3 
COMMENCEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS 


(a) Formal Complaint. Following a decision that a 
hearing should be held to determine whether a lawyer 
has committed an act of misconduct under rule 1.1, state 
bar counsel shall prepare a formal complaint and file it 
in the office of the Association. State bar counsel shall 
additionally send a copy of the formal complaint to the 
hearing officer or to each member of the hearing panel 
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appointed to hear the matter, upon filing of the com- 
plaint or as soon thereafter as a hearing officer or panel 
is appointed. 

(b) Content. The formal complaint shall set forth the 
acts or omissions of the respondent lawyer in sufficient 
detail to make the lawyer aware of the nature of the al- 
legations of misconduct. It shall be signed by state bar 
counsel, but need not be verified. 

(c) Prior Discipline. The record of prior disciplinary 
proceedings resulting in the imposition of sanctions 
against the respondent lawyer may be made a separate 
count of the formal complaint if the lawyer is being 
charged with conduct demonstrating unfitness to prac- 
tice law. 

(d) Joinder. The body ordering a hearing on alleged 
misconduct may in its discretion consolidate for hearing 
two or more charges as to the same lawyer, or may join 
the charges as to two or more lawyers in one formal 
complaint. 

(e) Filing Commences Proceedings. A disciplinary pro- 
ceeding shall be deemed commenced when the formal 
complaint is filed. 

(f) Service. After the formal complaint is filed it shall 
be personally served on the respondent lawyer, together 
with a notice to answer. 


RULE 4.4 
NOTICE TO ANSWER 


(a) Content. The notice to answer shall be substan- 
tially in the following form: 


BEFORE THE DISCIPLINARY BOARD 
OF THE WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 


In re 
МОТІСЕ TO ANSWER 
AND NOTICE OF HEARING 
OFFICER [OR PANEL] 
an Attorney at Law. 


To: The above named attorney at law: 


You are notified that a formal complaint has been filed against you, 
a copy of which is served upon you with this notice. You are notified 
that you must file your answer to the complaint within 20 days of the 
date of service upon you, by filing the original and one copy of your 
answer at the office of the Washington State Bar Association, at the 
address given below, and by filing one copy [with the hearing officer] 
[with each member of the hearing panel] at the address[es] given be- 
low. Failure to file an answer may result in the imposition of a disci- 
plinary sanction against you. Upon the filing of your answer, or in the 
case of your failure to answer within 20 days, further proceedings will 
be had in accordance with the Rules for Lawyer Discipline, and shall 
become public pursuant to rule 11.1. 

You are further notified that the [hearing officer] [hearing panel] 
assigned to this proceeding is: [insert name, address and telephone 
number of hearing officer, or name, address and telephone number of 
each hearing panel member with an indication of the chairperson of 


the panel]. 
Dated this day of AE D 7 
WASHINGTON STATE BAR 
ASSOCIATION 
By 
State Bar Counsel 
Address: 
Telephone: 
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(b) Notice When Hearing Officer or Panel Not Ap- 
pointed. When at the time a formal complaint is filed no 
hearing officer or panel has been appointed to conduct 
the proceeding, the formal complaint and a notice to an- 
swer in the form prescribed in section (a), but omitting 
reference to the hearing officer or panel, shall be served 
on the respondent lawyer. In such case state bar counsel 
shall serve upon the lawyer a separate notice of hearing 
officer or panel promptly upon appointment of a hearing 
officer or panel, and no action shall be taken by state 
bar counsel in the proceeding except action permitted 
under Title 3 until such notice is given. 


RULE 4.5 
ANSWER 


(a) Content. A respondent lawyer must file and serve 
an answer containing: 

(1) A specific denial of each fact or claim asserted in 
the formal complaint in accordance with the provisions 
of CR 8(b); 

(2) A statement of any matter or facts constituting a 
defense, affirmative defense or justification, in ordinary 
and concise language without repetition; and 

(3) An address at which all further pleadings, notices 
and other documents in relation to the proceeding may 
be served upon the respondent lawyer. 

(b) Filing and Service. The answer shall be filed and 
served pursuant to rules 12.1 and 12.2. When a hearing 
panel has been appointed to hear a matter each member 
shall be sent a copy of the answer. 

(c) Time To Answer. The respondent lawyer shall have 
20 days from the date of service of the formal complaint 
and notice to answer to file his or her answer. Failure to 
file an answer as required may constitute grounds for 
discipline. 


RULE 4.6 
AMENDMENT OF FORMAL COMPLAINT 


(a) Right To Amend. State bar counsel shall have the 
right to amend a formal complaint at any time to set 
forth additional facts or to add new charges, where the 
additional facts or new charges relate to the matters set 
forth in the complaint to be amended or to the conduct 
of the lawyer with respect to the pending proceedings. A 
review committee need not authorize such amendment. 

(b) Amendment With Authorization. A review commit- 
tee may authorize an amendment of a formal complaint 
to add additional facts or new charges in other cases, or 
may require that the additional facts or charges be made 
the subject of a separate formal complaint. The chair- 
person of the Board, with the consent of the respondent 
lawyer, and after consultation with the hearing officer or 
panel chairperson on the previously filed matter, may 
consolidate hearing on such a separate formal complaint 
with hearing on the other pending formal complaint 
against the lawyer. 

(c) Service and Answer. Service of an amendment to a 
formal complaint shall be made on the respondent law- 
yer as provided in rule 12.1(a). The respondent lawyer 
must file an answer to the amendment within 20 days of 
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service, unless the time to answer is shortened upon mo- 
tion of state bar counsel. The answer to an amendment 
shall be governed by rule 4.5, except that any part of a 
previous answer may be incorporated therein by refer- 
ence. Failure to file an answer to an amendment may 
constitute grounds for discipline. 


RULE 4.7 
DISCOVERY 


(a) Depositions. The taking of depositions pursuant to 
either CR 30 or 31 is permitted after the filing of a for- 
mal complaint under the following circumstances: 

(1) Either state bar counsel or the respondent lawyer 
may take the deposition of a witness living outside the 
state or county in which the hearing is to be held or who 
is physically unable to attend the hearing. 

(2) The hearing officer or panel chairperson shall 
have the power to authorize the taking of any other de- 
position, and to make such further orders relative 
thereto as will insure a fair and orderly hearing. 

(3) Where depositions are to be taken outside of the 
state of Washington, a commission need not issue, but a 
copy of the order of the hearing officer or panel chair- 
person, certified by the officer or chairperson, shall be 
sufficient authority to authorize the taking of such 
depositions. | 

(4) Subpoenas for depositions may be issued pursuant 
to the provisions of CR 45. 

(5) All depositions when taken and transcribed shall 
be filed in the office of the Association. 

(b) Requests for Admission. After the filing of a for- 
mal complaint, the respondent lawyer and the Associa- 
tion may use requests for admission as set forth in CR 
36. Under appropriate circumstances, in the exercise of 
his or her discretion, the hearing officer or panel chair- 
person may apply the sanctions set forth in CR 37(c) for 
improper denial of requests for admission. 

(c) Other Discovery. After the filing of a formal com- 
plaint, the respondent lawyer and state bar counsel shall 
have the rights given to superior court civil litigants un- 
der CR 33, 34, and 35 only upon application and under 
such terms, and with such limitations, as the hearing of- 
ficer or panel chairperson deems just. 

(d) Limitations. In the exercise of his or her discretion, 
the hearing officer or panel chairperson shall impose 
such terms or limitations on the exercise of discovery as 
may appear necessary to prevent undue delay or expense 
in bringing the matter to hearing and to promote the in- 
terests of justice. 

(e) Duty To Cooperate. № shall be the duty of the 
lawyer who has been served with a formal complaint to 
respond to discovery requests and to all lawful orders 
made by the hearing officer or panel chairperson pursu- 
ant to this rule. Failure to so respond may constitute 
grounds for discipline, and the hearing officer or panel 
may additionally draw such adverse inferences as appear 
warranted by the lawyer's failure to respond. 
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RULE 4.8 
MOTIONS 


(a) Filing and Service. Motions made by any party to 
the hearing officer or panel chairperson, except motions 
which may be made ex parte or motions made at hear- 
ing, shall be in writing and shall be filed and served as 
required by rules 12.1 and 12.2. 

(b) Response. The opposing party shall be allowed 5 
days from service of a motion on him or her to respond, 
unless the time is shortened by the hearing officer or 
panel chairperson for good cause. A request to shorten 
time for response to a motion may be made ex parte. 

(c) Consideration of Motion. Upon expiration of the 
time for response, the hearing officer or panel chairper- 
son shall promptly rule on the motion, with or without 
argument as may appear appropriate. Argument on a 
motion may be heard by conference telephone call. 

(d) Ruling. A ruling on a written motion shall be in 
writing and filed with the Association. 

(e) Minor Matters. Alternatively, motions on minor 
matters may be made in letter form to the hearing offi- 
cer or panel chairperson, with a copy to the opposing 
party and to the Association for inclusion in the bar file. 
The provisions of sections (b) and (c) shall apply to such 
matters. A ruling on such motion may also be in letter 
form, directed to each party and with a copy to the As- 
sociation for inclusion in the bar file. 


RULE 4.9 
PROCEEDING BASED ON CRIMINAL CONVICTION 


When a formal complaint charges a lawyer with an 
act of misconduct for which the lawyer has been con- 
victed in a criminal proceeding, the court record setting 
forth the conviction shall be conclusive evidence at the 
ensuing disciplinary hearing of the guilt of the respon- 
dent lawyer of the crime for which he or she was con- 
victed and of his or her violation of the statute upon 
which the conviction was based. 


RULE 4.10 
DISCIPLINARY HEARING 


(a) Where Held. All disciplinary hearings shall be held 
in the state of Washington at a location designated by 
the hearing officer or panel chairperson, except that if 
the respondent lawyer is not a resident of the state, or 
cannot be found in the state, the hearing may be held 
outside of the state. 

(b) Scheduling of Hearing. When possible, state bar 
counsel and the respondent lawyer should arrange a 
date, time, and place for the hearing by agreement 
among themselves and the hearing officer or panel 
members. Alternatively, at any time after the respondent 
lawyer has filed his or her answer to the formal com- 
plaint, or after the time to file such an answer has ex- 
pired, either state bar counsel or the respondent lawyer 
may move the hearing officer or hearing panel chairper- 
son for an order setting a date, time, and place for the 
hearing. Such a motion shall be made pursuant to rule 
4.8 and shall set forth the requested date or dates for the 
hearing, other dates that are available to the requesting 
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party, the expected length of time the hearing will take, 
the nature of matters including discovery which are 
pending or which must be completed prior to the hear- 
ing, and the requested time and place for the hearing. A 
response to such a motion shall contain the same infor- 
mation. The hearing officer or panel chairperson shall 
rule on the motion as provided in rule 4.8(c) and file a 
ruling as provided in rule 4.8(d). 

(c) Motion for Hearing Within 120 Days. A request by 
a respondent lawyer, made by motion pursuant to sec- 
tion (b), for a hearing within 120 days shall be granted, 
unless state bar counsel shows good cause for setting the 
hearing at a later date. 

(d) Notice. Service of a copy of an order or ruling of 
the hearing officer or panel chairperson setting a date, 
time, and place for the hearing shall constitute notice of 
the hearing. The respondent lawyer shall be given at 
least 10 days' notice of the hearing unless he or she 
otherwise consents. 

(e) Continuance. Either the respondent lawyer or state 
bar counsel may by motion request a continuance of the 
hearing date. Such a motion may be granted in the dis- 
cretion of the hearing officer or panel chairperson for 
good cause shown. 

(f) Representation. The Association shall be repre- 
sented at the hearing by state bar counsel. The respon- 
dent lawyer may be represented by counsel. 

(g) Lawyer Must Attend. A respondent lawyer given 
notice of a hearing must attend the hearing. In addition, 
the lawyer must bring to the hearing such documents, 
files, records, or other written materials or things as 
state bar counsel may request in writing. The written 
request shall be served on the respondent lawyer at least 
3 days before the scheduled hearing. Failure to attend 
the hearing or bring requested materials as herein pro- 
vided, without good cause, may constitute grounds for 
discipline. 

(h) Default. In no event shall a default be entered 
against a respondent lawyer, but: 

(1) If the respondent lawyer fails to attend the hear- 
ing, after proper notice, regardless of whether an answer 
has been filed, the hearing officer or panel may draw an 
adverse inference from the failure to attend as to any 
questions which might have been asked the lawyer at the 
hearing and shall allow evidence and testimony to be 
submitted through affidavit and/or deposition regardless 
of the whereabouts of the person supplying the affidavit 
or testifying at the deposition. 

(2) If the respondent lawyer fails to answer the formal 
complaint, but attends the hearing, the hearing officer or 
panel shall grant a request of state bar counsel to allow 
presentation of additional evidence at a later date, which 
request may be made before or after the available wit- 
nesses have testified and the available evidence has been 
submitted. 

(i) Witnesses. Except as provided under section (h)(1), 
witnesses shall testify under oath. Testimony may also 
be submitted by deposition under the same terms as 
permitted by CR 32. Testimony shall be recorded by a 
court reporter or by tape recording if allowed by the 
hearing officer or panel chairperson. 
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(j) Subpoenas. Subpoenas for witnesses or for produc- 
tion of documents or things shall be available to both the 
respondent lawyer and state bar counsel pursuant to the 
terms of CR 45. 


Кие 4.11 
EVIDENCE AND BURDEN OF PROOF 


(a) Proceedings Not Civil or Criminal. [п resolving ev- 
identiary and other procedural questions the hearing of- 
ficer or panel chairperson should make rulings based 
upon the legal principle that disciplinary proceedings are 
neither civil nor criminal but are sui generis hearings in- 
tended to determine whether a lawyer's conduct should 
have an impact upon his or her license to practice law. 

(b) Burden of Proof. State bar counsel shall have the 
burden of establishing an act of misconduct by a clear 
preponderance of the evidence. 

(c) Rules of Evidence. Consistent with sections (a) and 
(b) of this rule the following rules of evidence shall ap- 
ply during disciplinary hearings: 

(1) The hearing officer or panel may admit and give 
probative effect to evidence which possesses probative 
value commonly accepted by reasonably prudent persons 
in the conduct of their affairs. The hearing officer or 
panel may exclude incompetent, irrelevant, immaterial, 
and unduly repetitious evidence. 

(2) АП evidence, including but not limited to records 
and documents in the possession of the Association of 
which it desires to avail itself, shall be offered and made 
a part of the record in the case and no other factual in- 
formation or evidence shall be considered in the deter- 
mination of the case. Documentary evidence may be 
received in the form of copies or excerpts or by incorpo- 
ration by reference. 

(3) The respondent and state bar counsel shall have 
the right of cross examination of witnesses who testify 
and shall have the right to submit rebuttal evidence. 

(4) The hearing officer or panel may take notice of 
judicially cognizable facts and in addition may take no- 
tice of general, technical, or scientific facts within the 
hearing officer's or panel's specialized knowledge. The 
respondent and state bar counsel shall be notified either 
before or during hearing, or by reference in preliminary 
reports or otherwise, of the material so noticed and shall 
be afforded an opportunity to contest the facts so 
noticed. 


RULE 4.12 
PRIOR DISCIPLINARY RECORD 


(a) Required Part of Record of Proceedings. If а law- 
yer has a record of prior discipline, the nature of that 
record, or the fact that the lawyer has had no prior dis- 
cipline, must be made a part of the hearing record be- 
fore the decision of the hearing officer or panel is filed. 

(b) Bifurcated Proceedings. Upon written motion filed 
no later than 20 days prior to the scheduled hearing, ei- 
ther the respondent lawyer or state bar counsel may re- 
quest that the disciplinary proceeding be bifurcated. The 
motion shall be granted when bifurcation appears neces- 
sary to insure a fair and orderly proceeding. 
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(1) A bifurcated proceeding shall begin with an initial 
factfinding hearing. During this stage of the proceedings 
evidence of a prior disciplinary record shall not be ad- 
missible to prove the character of the respondent lawyer 
or to impeach his or her credibility. Evidence of prior 
acts of misconduct may, however, be admissible for 
other purposes, such as proof of motive, opportunity, in- 
tent, preparation, plan, knowledge, identity, or absence 
of mistake, or accident. At the conclusion of that hear- 
ing, the hearing officer or panel shall. file findings and 
conclusions. If no misconduct is found, the proceedings 
are concluded and the findings and conclusions shall be 
the decision of the hearing officer or panel. 

(2) After the filing of the findings and conclusions, if 
misconduct is found, a second proceeding shall be held 
to determine the appropriate recommendation. During 
the second proceeding evidence of the existence or lack 
of any prior disciplinary record shall be admissible. At 
the conclusion of the second proceeding, the hearing of- 
ficer or panel shall file its recommendation. The recom- 
mendation together with the previously filed findings 
and conclusions shall be the decision of the hearing offi- 
cer or panel. 


Кие 4.13 
DECISION OF HEARING OFFICER OR PANEL 


(a) Proposed Findings. At the request of the hearing 
officer or panel chairperson, or without such request, ei- 
ther the respondent lawyer or state bar counsel may 
submit a proposed decision in the form of findings, con- 
clusions, and recommendation to the hearing officer or 
to each member of the hearing panel. 

(b) Filing. Within 20 days after the proceedings are 
concluded, unless extended by agreement, the hearing 
officer or panel chairperson should file a decision in the 
form of findings, conclusions, and recommendation in 
the office of the Association. 

(c) Amendment. Within 5 days of service of the deci- 
sion of the hearing officer or panel on the respondent 
lawyer, either the respondent lawyer or state bar counsel 
may file a motion to modif y, amend, or correct the deci- 
sion. When a hearing panel member dissents from a de- 
cision of the majority, the 5-day period shall not begin 
until the written dissent is filed or the period to file such 
a dissent has expired, whichever is sooner. Consideration 
of such a motion shall be governed by the provisions of 
rule 4.8, except that all members of a hearing panel 
shall be served with the motion and any response 
thereto, and shall participate in a decision on the motion. 
Deliberation by a panel may be conducted through tele- 
phone conference call. The hearing officer or panel shall 
rule on such a motion within 15 days after the filing of a 
timely response or after the period to file such a re- 
sponse under rule 4.8(b) has expired. The ruling may 
deny the motion or may allow such amendment, modifi- 
cation, or correction of the decision as may appear ap- 
propriate. Failure to move for a modification, correction, 
or amendment shall not affect any appeal to the Board 
or review by the Supreme Court. 

(d) Dissent of Panel Member. Any member of a hear- 
ing panel who dissents from the decision of the majority 
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of the panel shall file a dissent, which may consist of al- 
ternative findings, conclusions, or recommendation. A 
dissent should be filed within 10 days of the filing of the 
decision of the majority of the panel and shall become 
part of the record of the proceedings. 

(e) Panel Members Unable To Agree. Where no two 
panel members are able to agree on a decision, each 
panel member shall file his or her own findings, conclu- 
sions, and recommendation, and the Board shall review 
the matter whether or not an appeal is filed. 

(f) Decision Final. When the decision of a hearing of- 
ficer or panel recommends reprimand or censure upon a 
finding of misconduct, or recommends dismissal of the 
charges against the respondent lawyer, the recommen- 
dation shall become the final decision in the case if nei- 
ther the respondent lawyer nor state bar counsel files an 
appeal within the time permitted by rule 6.1. 


RULE 4.14 
STIPULATIONS 


(a) Requirements. Any disciplinary matter or proceed- 
ing may be disposed of by a stipulation for discipline 
entered into at any time. The stipulation shall be signed 
by the respondent lawyer and approved by state bar 
counsel. The stipulation may contain the imposition of 
terms and conditions of probation and such other provi- 
sions as may appear appropriate. 

(b) Form. A stipulation for discipline shall: 

(1) Set forth the material facts relating to the partic- 
ular acts or omissions of the respondent lawyer in such 
detail as to enable a review committee or the Board to 
form an opinion as to the propriety of the discipline be- 
ing agreed upon, and, if approved, to make the stipula- 
tion useful in any subsequent disciplinary proceeding 
against the respondent lawyer; 

(2) Set forth the respondent lawyer's prior disciplin- 
ary record or the absence of such record; 

(3) State that the stipulation is not binding on the 
Association as a statement of all existing facts relating 
to the professional conduct of the respondent lawyer, but 
that any additional existing facts may be proven in any 
subsequent disciplinary proceeding; and 

(4) Fix the amount of the costs and expenses to be 
paid by the lawyer. 

(c) Approval. A stipulation providing for suspension or 
disbarment shall be filed with the Board. Any other 
stipulation shall be filed with a review committee. A 
stipulation may be presented to the Board or to a review 
committee without notice and shall be reviewed solely on 
the basis of the record as agreed upon by the respondent 
lawyer and state bar counsel. The Board or review com- 
mittee may either approve a stipulation or reject it. Re- 
gardless of the provisions of rule 11.1(g), the Board or a 
review committee may direct that information or docu- 
ments considered in reviewing a stipulation be kept con- 
fidential. 

(d) Stipulation Not Approved. If a stipulation is not 
approved by a review committee or by the Board as 
herein provided, then the stipulation shall be of no force 
and effect and neither it nor the fact of its execution 
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shall be admissible in evidence in the pending disciplin- 
ary proceeding, in any subsequent disciplinary proceed- 
ing, or in any civil or criminal action. 

(e) Failure To Comply. Failure of a respondent lawyer 
to comply with the terms of a stipulation for discipline 
entered into and approved as provided in this rule may 
constitute grounds for discipline. 


TITLE 5 
SANCTIONS AND OTHER REMEDIES 


Кие 5.1 
SANCTIONS 


Upon a finding that a lawyer has committed an act of 
misconduct, one or more of the following sanctions may 
be imposed: 

(a) Disbarment; 

(b) Suspension from the practice of law for an appro- 
priate fixed period of time not exceeding 2 years; 

(c) Reprimand; 

(d) Censure; 

(e) Cumulative disciplinary suspension pursuant to 
rule 5.4. 


RULE 5.2 
PROBATION 


(a) Conditions of Probation. A lawyer who has been 
found to have committed an act of misconduct and who 
has been sanctioned pursuant to rule 5.1 may in addition 
be placed on probation for a fixed period not in excess of 
2 years, under such conditions as may appear appropri- 
ate. Such conditions may include but are not limited to 
requiring alcohol or drug treatment, requiring medical 
care, requiring psychological or psychiatric care, requir- 
ing professional office practice or management counsel- 
ing, and requiring periodic audits or reports. In any case 
where a lawyer is placed on probation pursuant to this 
rule, the chairperson of the Board may upon the request 
of state bar counsel appoint a suitable person to super- 
vise the probation. Cooperation with a person so ap- 
pointed shall be a condition of the probation. 

(b) Failure To Comply. Failure to comply with a con- 
dition of probation may result in a disciplinary proceed- 
ing pursuant to rule 1.1(m), and any sanction to be 
imposed for violation of that provision shall take into 
account the act or acts of misconduct leading to the 
probation. 


RULE 5.3 
RESTITUTION 


(a) Restitution May Be Required. A lawyer who has 
been found to have committed an act of misconduct and 
who has been sanctioned pursuant to rule 5.1 may in 
addition be ordered to make restitution to persons finan- 
cially injured by the lawyer's conduct. 

(b) Payment of Restitution. A lawyer ordered to make 
restitution shall do so within 30 days of the date upon 
which the decision requiring restitution becomes final, 
unless otherwise provided in that decision, or unless a 
periodic payment plan has been entered into with the 
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approval of state bar counsel State bar counsel shall 
have authority to enter into an agreement with a lawyer 
for a reasonable periodic payment plan upon the 
lawyer's affirmative written demonstration of present in- 
ability to meet the terms of a decision requiring restitu- 
tion, and after consultation with the persons to whom 
restitution is to be made. 

(c) Failure To Comply. Failure of a lawyer to make 
restitution when ordered to do so, or failure of a lawyer 
to comply with the terms of a periodic payment plan en- 
tered into by agreement between the lawyer and state 
bar counsel, may constitute grounds for discipline. 


RULE 5.4 
SUSPENSION FOR CUMULATIVE DISCIPLINE 


(a) Grounds. A lawyer may be suspended from the 
practice of law for a fixed period of time not exceeding 2 
years upon accumulation of: 

(1) Three or more censures and/or reprimands; 

(2) Any combination of a suspension or disbarment 
plus one or more censures or reprimands. 

(b) Procedure. Suspension for cumulative discipline 
may be recommended by a hearing officer or panel or by 
the Board during the course of any disciplinary proceed- 
ing when a recommended sanction in that proceeding 
results in an accumulation of discipline equal to or ex- 
ceeding that provided in section (a). Alternatively, a re- 
view committee may authorize the filing of a formal 
complaint based solely on the provisions of this rule. The 
issues in such a proceeding, which shall be conducted in 
the same manner as any disciplinary proceeding, shall be 
whether the respondent lawyer has accumulated a record 
of discipline which would subject him or her to the pro- 
visions of this rule and, if so, whether a suspension for 
cumulative discipline should be recommended. 


RULE 5.5 
ADMINISTRATION OF CENSURE AND REPRIMAND 


(a) Censure. A censure shall be administered to a re- 
spondent lawyer by letter. The letter shall be prepared 
by state bar counsel and shall be signed by the president 
of the Association. If the respondent lawyer objects to 
the content of such letter, he or she may file a request 
for review of the content of the letter of censure with the 
Board. The Board shall review the letter of censure in 
light of the decision or stipulation imposing the censure 
and may take whatever action appears appropriate under 
the circumstances. The action of the Board shall be final 
and not subject to further review. 

(b) Reprimand. A reprimand shall be administered 
personally to a respondent lawyer. The lawyer shall ap- 
pear at a time and place directed by the Board of Gov- 
ernors to receive the reprimand. Notice shall be given at 
least 20 days before the scheduled appearance at which 
time a copy of the proposed reprimand shall be provided 
to the respondent lawyer. Within 5 days of receipt of the 
notice the lawyer may file a request for review of the 
content of the proposed reprimand with the Disciplinary 
Board. Such a request will stay the administration of the 
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reprimand. The Disciplinary Board shall review the pro- 
posed reprimand in light of the decision or stipulation 
imposing the reprimand and may take whatever action 
appears appropriate under the circumstances. The action 
of the Board shall be final and not subject to further re- 
view. If no such request is received, the reprimand shall 
be administered at the time and place set. It shall be 
Biven privately, and the respondent lawyer shall not 
make any statement in support of or in opposition 
thereto or in mitigation thereof. A reprimand shall be 
deemed administered at the time it is scheduled whether 
or not the lawyer appears as required. Failure to so ap- 
pear after proper notice may constitute grounds for dis- 
cipline. 


RULE 5.6 
ADVISORY LETTER 


An advisory letter may be issued when a hearing does 
not appear warranted but when it appears appropriate to 
caution a lawyer concerning his or her conduct. An ad- 
visory letter may be issued by a review committee, or by 
the Board when reviewing a matter under rule 2.3(f)(5), 
but shall not be issued when a complaint is dismissed 
following a hearing. An advisory letter shall not consti- 
tute a finding of misconduct and is not a disciplinary 
sanction. 


RULE 5.7 
COSTS AND EXPENSES 


(a) Assessment. In all cases in which a sanction is im- 
posed upon a lawyer following a hearing and a finding of 
misconduct, costs and expenses as herein defined may be 
assessed against the lawyer in favor of the Association. 

(b) Costs Defined. The term "costs" for the purposes 
of this rule shall include all obligations in money rea- 
sonably and necessarily incurred by the Association in 
the complete performance of its duties under these rules, 
whether incurred before or after the filing of a formal 
complaint, except attorney fees. Costs shall include, by 
way of illustration and not of limitation: 

(1) Charges of court reporters in attending and tran- 
scribing depositions or hearings; 

(2) Charges of process servers; 

(3) Necessary travel expenses of hearing officers or 
hearing panel members, or of state bar counsel, or of 
witnesses; 

(4) Charges of expert witnesses; 

(5) Costs in conducting an examination of books and 
records or an audit pursuant to Title 13; 

(6) Costs incurred in supervising probation imposed 
pursuant to rule 5.2; 

(7) Telephone toll charges; 

(8) Charges of a lawyer appointed pursuant to rule 
10.2(d); 

(9) Costs of copying materials for submission to a re- 
view committee, a hearing officer or panel, the Disci- 
plinary Board, or the Board of Governors. 

(c) Expenses Defined. "Expenses" for the purposes of 
this rule shall mean a reasonable charge for attorney 
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fees and administrative costs. Expenses assessed pursu- 
ant to this rule may equal the actual expenses incurred 
by the Association, but in any case the following 
amounts shall conclusively be presumed reasonable: 

(1) For a matter which becomes final without review 
by the Board, $350. 

(2) For a matter which becomes final following Board 
review, without appeal to the Supreme Court, a total of 
$450. 

(3) For a matter appealed to the Supreme Court, a 
total of $750. 

(d) Association To File Statement of Costs and Ex- 
penses. When the decision of a hearing officer or panel 
imposing a sanction becomes final without Board review, 
or when a decision of the Board imposing a sanction is 
served on the respondent lawyer after Board review, the 
Association shall have 10 days in which to file a state- 
ment of costs and expenses in the office of the Asso- 
ciation. 

(1) Content. A statement of costs and expenses shall 
state with particularity the nature and amount of the 
costs claimed and shall state the expenses requested. The 
statement shall be signed by state bar counsel, which 
signature shall constitute a certification that all reason- 
able attempts have been made to insure the accuracy of 
the statement. 

(2) Exceptions. The respondent lawyer shall have 10 
days from service of the statement of costs and expenses 
on him or her to file exceptions in the office of the 
Association. 

(e) Assessment. The chairperson of the Board shall re- 
view the statement of costs and expenses and any excep- 
tions thereto after the period for filing such exceptions 
has passed and the decision of the hearing officer or 
panel or.of the Board and shall enter and file with the 
Association an order assessing costs and expenses. The 
order shall be served on the respondent lawyer. 

(1) Request for Review by Board. Within 10 days of 
service on the respondent lawyer of the order assessing 
costs and expenses, the lawyer may file with the Associ- 
ation a request for Board review of the order. Upon the 
timely filing of such a request, the Board shall review 
the order assessing costs and expenses, based upon the 
statement of costs and expenses of the Association and 
the exceptions thereto, the decision of the hearing officer 
or panel or of the Board, and any written statement 
submitted by either party within such time as the chair- 
person of the Board may direct. 

(2) Board Action. The Board may approve or modify 
the order assessing costs and expenses by order filed 
with the Association and served upon the respondent 
lawyer. The decision of the Board shall be final when 
filed and not subject to further review, except in cases 
reviewed by the Supreme Court pursuant to Title 7. 

(f) Assessment in Matters Reviewed by the Supreme 
Court. When a matter is reviewed by the Supreme Court 
as provided in Title 7, any order assessing costs and ex- 
penses entéred pursuant to section (e) and any statement 
of costs and expenses and exceptions thereto filed in the 
proceeding shall be made a part of the record transmit- 
ted to the court. Upon filing of an opinion by the court 
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imposing a sanction, costs and expenses may be assessed 
in favor of the Association pursuant to the procedures of 
RAP Title 14, except that "costs" as used in that rule 
shall mean any costs and expenses allowable under this 
rule. 

(g) Waiver. In all cases where costs and expenses are 
sought pursuant to this rule, assessment of any or all 
such costs and expenses may be denied where it appears 
in the interests of justice to do so. 

(h) Payment of Costs and Expenses. A lawyer ordered 
to pay costs and expenses shall do so within 30 days of 
the date upon which the assessment becomes final, un- 
less otherwise ordered at the time costs and expenses are 
assessed, or unless a periodic payment plan has been en- 
tered into with the approval of state bar counsel. State 
bar counsel shall have authority to enter into an agree- 
ment with a lawyer for a reasonable periodic payment 
plan upon the lawyer's affirmative written demonstration 
of present inability to meet the terms of an order or de- 
cision assessing costs and expenses. 

(i) Failure To Comply. Failure of a lawyer to pay costs 
and expenses when ordered to do so or failure of a law- 
yer to comply with the terms of a periodic payment plan 
entered into by agreement between the lawyer and state 
bar counsel may constitute grounds for discipline. 

(j) Costs in Other Cases. Costs in cases involving stip- 
ulations shall be governed by the provisions of rule 4.14. 
Assessment of costs in cases of transfer to disability in- 
active status shall be governed by the provisions of this 
rule, but payment of such costs shall not become due 
until 90 days after the lawyer is reinstated to active 
status. 


TITLE 6 
REvIEW BY BOARD 


RULE 6.1 
DECISIONS SUBJECT TO BOARD REVIEW 


The decision of a hearing officer or panel shall be re- 
viewed by the Board when: 

(a) The recommendation is for the suspension or dis- 
barment of the respondent lawyer; or 

(b) The respondent lawyer or state bar counsel files a 
notice of appeal with the Association within 15 days of 
service of the decision on the respondent lawyer. When a 
motion to amend is filed as permitted by rule 4.13(c) the 
15-day period shall not begin until the motion is de- 
cided. A notice of appeal shall specify the issues in- 
tended to be raised before the Board. 


RULE 6.2 


REVIEW OF SUSPENSION OR DISBARMENT 
RECOMMENDATION 


(a) Statements in Support or Opposition. When a mat- 
ter is before the Board for review of a recommendation 
of suspension or disbarment, the respondent lawyer and 
state bar counsel may each file a statement in support of 
or in opposition to the decision of the hearing officer or 
panel, or any part of that decision. 

(b) Transcript Required. When a hearing officer or 
panel has entered a recommendation for suspension or 
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disbarment, a transcript of the hearing shall be pre- 
pared, served and settled as provided in rule 6.6. 

(c) Time for Filing Statements. Statements shall be 
filed with the Association according to the following 
schedule: 

(1) The respondent lawyer shall file his or her state- 
ment (i) within 20 days of service on the lawyer of a 
copy of the transcript of the hearing, whether or not the 
transcript has been settled, or (ii) within 20 days of the 
service on the lawyer of the decision of the hearing offi- 
cer or panel when the transcript has previously been 
prepared and served on the respondent lawyer, which- 
ever occurs later. When a motion to amend has been 
filed as permitted by rule 4.13(c), the 20-day period 
shall not begin until the motion is decided. 

(2) State bar counsel shall file his or her statement 
within 15 days of service on state bar counsel of the 
statement of the respondent lawyer, or, if no statement is 
filed by the respondent lawyer, within 15 days of the ex- 
piration of the period for the respondent lawyer to file 
such a statement. 

(3) The respondent lawyer may file a response to a 
statement of state bar counsel within 10 days of service 
of that statement upon the respondent lawyer. 


RULE 6.3 


APPEAL BY RESPONDENT LAWYER OR 
STATE BAR COUNSEL 


(a) Transcript To Be Ordered. When Board review is 
being conducted pursuant to a notice of appeal filed un- 
der rule 6.1 (b), state bar counsel shall cause a transcript 
of the hearing to be prepared and settled pursuant to 
rule 6.6, unless the respondent lawyer and state bar 
counsel agree that no transcript or only a partial tran- 
script of the hearing is necessary for review. 

(b) Statement in Opposition. The appealing party shall 
file with the Association a statement in opposition to the 
decision of the hearing officer or panel (1) within 20 
days of service on the respondent lawyer of a copy of the 
transcript, whether or not the transcript has been settled; 
or (2) within 20 days of filing of the notice of appeal 
when the transcript has previously been prepared and 
served on the respondent lawyer or when the parties 
have agreed that no transcript is necessary for review, 
whichever occurs later. Failure to file such a statement 
within the required period shall constitute an abandon- 
ment of the appeal. 

(c) Counterstatement. The opposing party shall have 
15 days from service on him or her of the statement of 
the appealing party to file a counterstatement, in re- 
sponse to the issues raised on appeal. 

(d) Response. The appealing party may file a response 
to the counterstatement of the opposing party within 10 
days of service of the counterstatement on him or her. 

(e) Procedure When Both Parties Appeal. When the 
respondent lawyer and state bar counsel both file notices 
of appeal pursuant to rule 6.1(b), the respondent lawyer 
shall be considered the appealing party and state bar 
counsel shall be considered the opposing party for pur- 
poses of this rule. In such case the counterstatement of 
state bar counsel may raise any issue for Board review, 
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and the respondent lawyer shall have an additional 5 
days to file the response permitted by section (d). 


RULE 6.4 
REFERENCE TO RECORD 


Statements, counterstatements and responses filed 
pursuant to rules 6.2 and 6.3 shall make specific refer- 
ence to the record where available, using the designa- 
tions TR for transcript of hearing, EX for exhibits, and 
BF for bar file documents. Copies of any exhibits to 
which the parties refer in their statements may be ap- 
pended to those statements. 


RULE 6.5 
REQUEST 10 REOPEN PROCEEDINGS 


(a) How Made. In making any statement, counter- 
statement or response as permitted in rules 6.2 and 6.3, 
the respondent lawyer or state bar counsel may request 
that the record be reopened to allow the submission of 
additional evidence, or that an additional hearing be 
held before the hearing officer or panel on the ground of 
newly discovered evidence. A request to reopen the 
record or to conduct an additional hearing shall be sup- 
ported by affidavit describing in detail the additional 
evidence sought to be admitted, and the reason or rea- 
sons why the same was not presented at the hearing. 
Such request may be granted or denied in the discretion 
of the Board. 

(b) No Additional Evidence. Except as allowed under 
section (a), evidence not presented to the hearing officer 
or panel shall not be presented to the Board by any 
party without the consent of the opposing party. 


RULE 6.6 
TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING 


(a) Ordering Transcript. A transcript or partial tran- 
script of the hearing may be ordered at any time by the 
hearing officer or panel, respondent lawyer, state bar 
counsel, or the Board. When prepared, the original of 
the transcript shall be filed in the office of the Associa- 
tion. State bar counsel shall cause a copy of the tran- 
script to be served on the respondent lawyer except when 
the respondent has ordered the transcript. 

(b) Proposed Corrections. Within 10 days of service of 
a copy of the transcript on the respondent lawyer, or 
within 10 days of the filing of the transcript in the office 
of the Association when the respondent lawyer has or- 
dered the transcript, state bar counsel and the respon- 
dent lawyer may each file with the Association any 
proposed corrections to the transcript. Each party shall 
have 5 days after service of the proposed corrections of 
the opposing party on him or her to file objections to 
those proposed corrections. 

(c) Settlement of Transcript. If either party files ob- 
jections to any proposed correction as permitted under 
section (b), the hearing officer or panel chairperson 
shall, upon review of the proposed corrections and ob- 
jections, enter an order settling the transcript. In all 
other cases the transcript shall be deemed settled, and 
any proposed corrections deemed incorporated therein, if 
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at the expiration of the time to file proposed corrections 
none is filed, or if at the expiration of the time to file 
objections to proposed corrections none is filed. 


RULE 6.7 
DECISION OF BOARD 


(a) Basis for Review. Review by the Board shall be 
based on the decision of the hearing officer or panel; any 
dissent of a hearing panel member; the statements and 
responses filed by the respondent lawyer and state bar 
counsel pursuant to rule 6.2 or 6.3; and the transcript or 
partial transcript of the hearing if one has been pre- 
pared. The Board may additionally review any other 
portion of the record of the matter including bar file 
documents and exhibits. 

(b) Participation by Hearing Officer. A member of the 
Board who sat as hearing officer or as a member of a 
hearing panel on a matter shall not be present during the 
review of that matter by the Board. 

(c) Oral Argument. Oral argument before the Board 
shall be permitted upon the request of either the respon- 
dent lawyer or state bar counsel. Such request shall be 
filed with the Association no later than the date on 
which the party requesting oral argument is permitted to 
file his or her final statement, counterstatement or re- 
sponse under rule 6.2 or rule 6.3. Oral argument shall be 
conducted at such time and place and under such terms 
as the chairperson of the Board shall direct. 

(d) Action by Board. Upon review the Board may 
adopt, modify or reverse the findings, conclusions or 
recommendation of the hearing officer or panel. The 
Board may also reopen the record to allow the admission 
of additional evidence, or direct that an additional hear- 
ing be held with regard to any issue, on its own motion 
or upon request of either party. 

(e) Decision. The action of the Board shall be set forth 
in a written order filed with the Association, a copy of 
which shall be served upon the respondent lawyer. II the 
Board amends, modifies, or reverses any finding, conclu- 
sion or recommendation of the hearing officer or panel, 
the order of the Board shall set forth the reasons for its 
decision. A member of the Board agreeing with the de- 
cision of the majority may file separate concurring 
reasons. 

(f) Dissent. If any member of the Board dissents from 
the decision of a majority of the Board in a matter in 
which the majority of the Board recommends suspension 
or disbarment, he or she shall set forth in writing the 
reasons for that dissent. Written dissents may be filed in 
any other case. A copy of any dissent shall be served 
upon the respondent lawyer, and shall be part of the 
record. 

(g) Decision Final Unless Appealed. A decision of the 
Board shall become final if neither a notice of appeal 
nor a petition for review is filed by the respondent law- 
yer or state bar counsel within the time permitted by 
Title 7. A decision of the Board shall also become final 
upon denial by the Supreme Court of a petition for dis- 
cretionary review. 
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RULE 6.8 
CHAIRPERSON MAY MODIFY REQUIREMENTS 


Upon written motion filed with the Association by a 
respondent lawyer or state bar counsel, for good cause 
shown, the chairperson of the Board may modify the 
time periods set forth in Title 6, and make such other 
orders as may appear appropriate to assure fair and or- 
derly Board review, provided, that the time period for 
filing a notice of appeal set forth in rule 6.1(b) may not 
be extended or altered. 


TITLE 7 
REVIEW BY SUPREME COURT 


RULE 7.1 
METHODS OF SEEKING REVIEW 


(a) Two Methods for Seeking Review of Board Deci- 
sions. There are two methods for seeking review by the 
Supreme Court of decisions of the Board entered pursu- 
ant to rule 6.7(e): (1) review as a matter of right, called 
"appeal"; and (2) review by permission of the Supreme 
Court, called "discretionary review." Both "appeal" and 
"discretionary review" are called "review." 

(b) Power of Court Not Affected. This rule shall not 
affect the power of the Supreme Court to exercise its 
inherent and exclusive jurisdiction over the lawyer disci- 
pline and disability system. 


RULE 7.2 
APPEAL 


(a) Respondent Lawyer May Appeal Decision Imposing 
Suspension or Disbarment. The right to appeal a decision 
of the Board finding misconduct shall be available only 
to the respondent lawyer, and only in cases where the 
decision provides for suspension or disbarment. 

(b) Notice of Appeal. In order to exercise a right to 
appeal, the respondent lawyer must file a notice of ap- 
peal with the Association within 15 days of service of the 
decision of the Board on the respondent lawyer. 


RULE 7.3 
DISCRETIONARY REVIEW 


(a) Decisions Subject to Discretionary Review. Deci- 
sions of the Board entered pursuant to rule 6.7(e) which 
do not provide for suspension or disbarment are subject 
to review by the Supreme Court only through discre- 
tionary review. Discretionary review will be accepted 
only: 

(1) If the decision of the Board is in conflict with a 
decision of the Supreme Court; or 

(2) If a significant question of law is involved; or 

(3) If there is no substantial evidence in the record to 
support a material finding of fact upon which the deci- 
sion of the Board is based; or 

(4) If the petition involves an issue of substantial 
public interest that should be determined by the Su- 
preme Court. 
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(b) Respondent Lawyer May Petition. A respondent 
lawyer wishing to seek discretionary review by the Su- 
preme Court of a decision of the Board must file a peti- 
tion for review with the Supreme Court within 25 days 
of service of the decision of the Board upon the respon- 
dent lawyer. 

(c) Board of Governors May Authorize Petition by 
State Bar Counsel. The Board of Governors may au- 
thorize state bar counsel to seek discretionary review by 
the Supreme Court of a decision of the Disciplinary 
Board. In order to seek such review, state bar counsel 
must file a notice of intention to seek discretionary re- 
view with the Association within 15 days of service of 
the decision of the Board upon the respondent lawyer. 
Within 45 days thereafter state bar counsel must file a 
petition for review with the Supreme Court, together 
with an order of the Board of Governors, signed by the 
president, authorizing such a petition. If the Board of 
Governors denies such authorization, the respondent 
lawyer shall be promptly notified. 

(d) Content of Petition; Answer; Service; Decision. A 
petition for review should be substantially in the form 
prescribed by RAP 13.4(c) for petitions for review by 
the Supreme Court of decisions of the Court of Appeals, 
except that references in that rule to the Court of Ap- 
peals shall be considered references to the Board. The 
appendix to the petition or an appendix to an answer or 
reply may additionally contain any part of the record, 
including portions of the transcript or exhibits, to which 
the party refers in the petition, answer or reply. The 
provisions of RAP 13.4(d), (e), (f), (g) and (h) shall 
govern answers and replies to petitions for review and 
related matters including service and decision by the 
court. Any party filing a petition for review with the 
court shall give notice of that fact to the other party. 

(e) Acceptance of Review. The Supreme Court accepts 
discretionary review of a decision of the Board by grant- 
ing a petition for review. Upon acceptance of review, 
procedures in the Supreme Court for matters subject to 
appeal and for matters subject to discretionary review 
are the same. 


RULE 7.4 
APPLICABILITY OF RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE 


The Rules of Appellate Procedure shall serve as guid- 
ance for review conducted pursuant to this rule, except 
that these rules shall control as to matters specifically 
dealt with herein. 


RULE 7.5 
RECORD TO SUPREME COURT 


(a) Transmittal. Upon filing of a notice of appeal by 
the respondent attorney or upon acceptance of discre- 
tionary review by the Supreme Court, the record shall be 
transmitted to the Supreme Court by the clerk of the 
Board if one has been appointed, or by state bar counsel. 
Each party shall be provided with a list of the portions 
of the record so transmitted. 
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(b) Content. The record transmitted to the court shall 
consist of: 

(1) Any notice of appeal filed by the respondent at- 
torney, and any notice of intention to seek discretionary 
review filed by state bar counsel; 

(2) The decision of the Board, including any dissents 
or concurring statements; 

(3) The decision of the hearing officer or panel, in- 
cluding any dissent; 

(4) The transcript or partial transcript of the hearing 
if one has been prepared; 

(5) Exhibits admitted in evidence; 

(6) Any order assessing costs and expenses and any 
statements of costs and expenses and exceptions thereto; 

(7) Any other portions of the record, including bar 
file documents, which appear necessary for full review. 

(c) Additions to Record. The respondent lawyer and 
state bar counsel shall each have the right at any time to 
request the transmittal of additional portions of the 
record to the court. 


RULE 7.6 
BRIEFS 


(a) Brief Required. The party seeking review shall file 
a brief setting forth his or her objections to the decision 
of the Board. 

(b) Time for Filing. The brief of the party seeking re- 
view should be filed with the Supreme Court within 45 
days after he or she is notified of transmittal of the 
record to the Supreme Court. 

(c) Answering Brief. The answering brief of the other 
party should be filed with the Supreme Court within 30 
days after service of the brief of the party seeking 
review. 

(d) Reply Brief. A reply brief of a party seeking review 
should be filed with the Supreme Court within the 
sooner of 30 days after service of the answering brief or 
14 days before oral argument. A reply brief should be 
limited to a response to the issues in the brief to which 
the reply brief is directed. 

(e) Briefs When Both Parties Seek Review. When both 
the respondent lawyer and state bar counsel seek review 
of a decision of the Board, the respondent lawyer is 
deemed the party seeking review for the purposes of this 
rule. In such case state bar counsel may file a brief in 
reply to any response the respondent lawyer has made to 
the issues presented by state bar counsel, to be filed with 
the Supreme Court the sooner of 30 days after service of 
the reply brief of the respondent lawyer or 14 days be- 
fore oral argument. 

(f) Form of Briefs. Briefs filed pursuant to this rule 
shall conform as nearly as possible to the requirements 
of RAP 10.3 and 10.4. Bar file documents should be ab- 
breviated BF and the transcript or partial transcript of 
the hearing should be abbreviated TR. 

(g) Reproduction and Service of Briefs by Clerk. Briefs 
filed pursuant to this rule shall be reproduced and served 
by the clerk as provided in RAP 10.5. 
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RULE 7.7 
ARGUMENT 


(a) Rules Applicable. Oral argument before the Su- 
preme Court shall be conducted under the provisions of 
Title 11 of the Rules of Appellate Procedure, unless the 
court shall otherwise direct. 

(b) Priority. Disciplinary proceedings shall have prior- 
ity and shall be set upon compliance with the above 
rules. 


Кие 7.8 
OPINION 


(a) Finality. An opinion in a disciplinary proceeding is 
final when filed unless the court specifically provides 
otherwise. 

(b) Motion for Reconsideration. A motion for recon- 
sideration may be filed as provided in RAP 12.4, but the 
motion will not stay the judgment unless a stay is en- 
tered by the court. 


RULE 7.9 
VIOLATION OF RULES 


Sanctions for violation of these rules may be imposed 
on a party pursuant to the provisions of RAP 18.9. Upon 
dismissal of a review sought by a respondent lawyer 
pursuant to that rule and expiration of the period to file 
objections under RAP 17.7, or after dismissal of his or 
her review by the court if timely objections are filed, the 
decision of the Board shall become final. 


TITLE 8 


PROTECTION OF PUBLIC WHEN LAWYER UNABLE To 
ACT 


Кие 8.1 
NOTICE TO CLIENTS AND OTHERS 


(a) Upon Disbarment or Suspension of Certain Kinds. 
A lawyer who has been disbarred, suspended for more 
than 60 days, or suspended pursuant to the provisions of 
Title 3, APR 11, or for nonpayment of dues, shall within 
10 days of the effective date of his or her disbarment or 
suspension: 

(1) Notify all clients of his or her inability to act as 
their lawyer and the reason therefor, and advise them 
that they should seek legal advice elsewhere; and 

(2) Advise all clients involved in litigation or adminis- 
trative proceedings to seek the prompt substitution of 
another lawyer. In the event the client does not substi- 
tute counsel within 10 days of being notified of the 
lawyer's inability to act, it shall be the responsibility of 
the lawyer to advise the court or agency of the lawyer's 
inability to act; and 

(3) Notify the lawyer or lawyers of each adverse party 
in pending litigation or administrative proceedings, or 
the adverse party directly if not represented by counsel, 
of the lawyer's inability to act further on the client's be- 
half; and 
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(4) Provide clients or their substituted counsel upon 
request with their files and other documents of the client 
in the possession of the lawyer, regardless of any possible 
claim of lien under RCW 60.40. 

(b) Upon Transfer to Disability Inactive Status. A 
lawyer transferred to disability inactive status, or his or 
her guardian if one has been appointed, shall give all 
notices required by section (a), except that such notices 
need not refer to disability. 

(c) Upon Suspension for 60 Days or Less. A lawyer 
who has been suspended for 60 days or less shall within 
10 days of the effective date of his or her suspension: 

(1) Notify all clients involved in litigation or adminis- 
trative proceedings, and the lawyer or lawyers for each 
adverse party (or the adverse party directly if not repre- 
sented by counsel) in such litigation or proceeding, of 
the suspension and the reason therefor, and of his or her 
consequent inability to act as a lawyer after the effective 
date of the suspension, and shall advise all such clients 
to seek prompt substitution of another lawyer. In the 
event the client does not substitute counsel within 10 
days of being notified of the lawyer's inability to act, it 
shall be the responsibility of the lawyer to advise the 
court or agency of the lawyer's inability to act; and 

(2) Notify all other clients of his or her suspension 
and the reason therefor and consequent inability to act 
during the period of that suspension. The notice shall 
advise the clients to seek legal advice elsewhere if they 
feel they need such advice during the period of the 
lawyer's suspension; and 

(3) Provide clients or their substituted counsel upon 
request with their files and other documents of the client 
in the possession of the lawyer, regardless of any possible 
claim of lien under RCW 60.40. 

(d) Address of Client. All notices to lawyers, adverse 
parties, courts or agencies as required by sections (a), 
(b), or (c) shall contain the name and last known ad- 
dress of the person being represented by the lawyer, un- 
less disclosure would violate a confidence or secret of the 
client. If the name and address are omitted, as permitted 
herein, the client shall be advised that so long as his or 
her address remains undisclosed and no new attorney is 
substituted, the client may be served by leaving papers 
with the clerk of the court pursuant to CR 5(b)(1) in 
pending superior court actions, and that comparable 
provisions may allow similar service in other court pro- 
ceedings or administrative actions. 


RULE 8.2 
LAWYER TO DISCONTINUE PRACTICE 


A disbarred or suspended lawyer, or a lawyer trans- 
ferred to disability inactive status, shall not accept any 
new retainer, give any legal advice, or act as the lawyer 
for another in a pending case or legal matter of any na- 
ture after the effective date of his or her disbarment, 
suspension, or transfer to disability inactive status, and 
shall also take whatever steps may be necessary to avoid 
any possibility that any person may think that he or she 
is a lawyer authorized to practice law. This rule shall not 
preclude a disbarred or suspended lawyer, or a lawyer 
transferred to disability inactive status, from providing 
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information on the facts of a case and its status to a 
succeeding lawyer, and such information shall be pro- 
vided on request and without charge. 


RULE 8.3 
AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLIANCE 


Within 25 days after the effective date of his or her 
disbarment, suspension, or transfer to disability inactive 
status, the lawyer shall file with the Association an affi- 
davit stating that he or she has fully complied with the 
provisions of these rules. The affidavit shall also set 
forth the residence or other address of the lawyer to 
whom communications may thereafter be directed. The 
lawyer shall attach to the affidavit copies of the form 
letters of notification sent to the lawyer's clients, and to 
opposing counsel or opposing parties, and copies of let- 
ters to any court, together with a list of names and ad- 
dresses of all clients and adverse parties or their lawyers 
to whom notices were sent. 


RULE 8.4 
PUBLIC NOTICE 


(a) Publication. The Association shall cause a notice of 
the disbarment, suspension, or transfer to disability 
status of a lawyer to be published in the Washington 
State Bar News and a newspaper of general circulation 
in the county in which the lawyer maintained his or her 
practice, except that in the case of transfer to disability 
inactive status no reference shall be made to disability. 

(b) Notice to Judges. The Association shall promptly 
notify the presiding judge of the superior court of the 
county in which the lawyer maintained his or her prac- 
tice of the lawyer's disbarment, suspension or transfer to 
disability inactive status, and may similarly notify the 
presiding judge of any district court located in the 
county where the lawyer practiced, or the judge of any 
other court in which the lawyer may have practiced or is 
known to have practiced. 

(c) Other Notice. The notice provisions of this rule 
shall be in addition to the notice requirements of rule 
11.2, which shall also be followed. 


RULE 8.5 
LAWYER TO KEEP RECORDS OF COMPLIANCE 


A lawyer who has been disbarred, suspended, or 
transferred to disability inactive status must maintain 
written records of the various steps taken by him or her 
under these rules, so that upon any subsequent proceed- 
ing instituted by or against him or her proof of compli- 
ance with these rules will be available. 


RULE 8.6 


APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL TO PROTECT 
CLIENTS' INTERESTS 


(a) Appointment. Whenever a lawyer has been trans- 
ferred to disability inactive status, suspended, or dis- 
barred, and fails to carry out the obligations of this rule 
or fails to protect his or her clients' interests, or when- 
ever a lawyer disappears or dies, the chairperson of the 
Board may appoint a lawyer or lawyers to protect the 
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clients' interests, unless a partner, personal representa- 
tive or other responsible person appears to be properly 
protecting those interests. The appointment shall be 
made upon application of the Association or any inter- 
ested party and upon proper proof of facts. The ap- 
pointed lawyer or lawyers shall take possession of the 
necessary files and records and take such action as 
seems indicated to protect the clients' interests or as re- 
quired under these rules. Such action may include but is 
not limited to assuming control of trust accounts or 
other financial affairs. Any bank or other person honor- 
ing the authority of the appointed lawyer or lawyers 
shall be exonerated from any liability resulting there- 
from. 

(b) Costs. Payment of any costs incurred by the Asso- 
ciation pursuant to this rule may be made a condition of 
reinstatement of a disbarred lawyer or a lawyer trans- 
ferred to disability inactive status, or may be ordered as 
restitution in a disciplinary proceeding brought against a 
suspended lawyer for failure to comply with rule 8.1. 


TITLE 9 
REINSTATEMENT AFTER DISBARMENT 


RULE 9.1 
RESTRICTIONS AGAINST PETITIONING 


(a) When Petition May Be Filed. No petition for rein- 
statement shall be filed within a period of 3 years after 
disbarment or within a period of 2 years after an adverse 
decision of the Supreme Court upon a former petition, 
or within a period of 1 year after an adverse recommen- 
dation of the Board of Governors on a former petition 
when that recommendation is not submitted to the Su- 
preme Court. If prior to disbarment the lawyer was sus- 
pended from the practice of law pursuant to the 
provisions of Title 3, or any comparable rule, the period 
of such suspension shall be credited toward the 3 years 
referred to above. 

(b) Payment of Obligations. No disbarred lawyer may 
file a petition for reinstatement until costs and expenses 
assessed pursuant to these rules, and restitution ordered 
as provided herein, have been paid and until amounts 
paid out of the Clients' Security Fund as a result of the 
conduct of the petitioner have been repaid to the Asso- 
ciation, or until periodic payment plans for costs and ex- 
penses, restitution and repayment to the Clients' 
Security Fund have been entered into by agreement be- 
tween the respondent lawyer and state bar counsel. 


RULE 9.2 
REVERSAL OF CONVICTION 


If a lawyer has been disbarred solely because of his or 
her conviction of a crime and the conviction is later re- 
versed and the charges dismissed on their merits, the 
Supreme Court may in its discretion, upon direct appli- 
cation by the lawyer, enter an order reinstating the law- 
yer to active status. At the time such direct application 
is filed with the court a copy shall be filed with the 
Association. 
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RULE 9.3 
FORM OF PETITION 


A petition for reinstatement as a member of the As- 
sociation after disbarment shall be in writing in such 
form as the Board of Governors may prescribe. The pe- 
tition shall be filed with the Board of Governors. The 
petition shall set forth the age, residence and address of 
the petitioner, the date of disbarment, and a concise 
statement of facts claimed to justify reinstatement. The 
petition shall be accompanied by the total fees required 
of a lawyer applicant under the Admission to Practice 
Rules. 


RULE 9.4 
INVESTIGATION 


The Board of Governors may in its discretion refer the 
petition for reinstatement for investigation and report to 
the Board by state bar counsel, special district counsel, 
or by such other person or persons as may be determined 
by the Board of Governors. 


RULE 9.5 
HEARING BEFORE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


(a) Notice. The Board of Governors may fix a time 
and place for a hearing on the petition, and shall serve 
notice thereof 10 days prior to the hearing upon the pe- 
titioner and upon such other persons as may be ordered 
by the Board of Governors. Notice of the hearing shall 
also be published at least once in the Washington State 
Bar News or such other newspaper or periodical as the 
Board of Governors may direct. Such published notice 
shall contain a statement that a petition for reinstate- 

_ment has been filed and shall give the date fixed for the 
hearing. 

(b) Statement in Support or Opposition. On or prior to 
the date of hearing, anyone wishing to do so may file 
with the Board of Governors a written statement for or 
against reinstatement, such statements to set forth fac- 
tual matters showing that the petitioner does or does not 
meet the requirements of rule 9.6(a). Except by its leave 
no person other than the petitioner or petitioner's coun- 
sel shall be heard orally by the Board of Governors. 


RULE 9.6 
ACTION BY BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


(a) Requirements for Favorable Recommendation. Re- 
instatement may be recommended by the Board of Gov- 
ernors only upon an affirmative showing that the 
petitioner possesses the qualifications and meets the re- 
quirements as set forth in the Admission to Practice 
Rules for lawyer applicants, and that his or her rein- 
statement will not be detrimental to the integrity and 
standing of the judicial system or to the administration 
of justice, or be contrary to the public interest. 

(b) Action on Recommendation. The recommendation 
of the Board of Governors shall be served upon the peti- 
tioner. If the Board recommends reinstatement, the 
record and recommendation shall be transmitted to the 
Supreme Court for disposition. If the Board recommends 
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against reinstatement, the record and recommendation 
shall be retained in the office of the Association unless 
the petitioner requests that it be submitted to the Su- 
preme Court. If the petitioner so requests, the record 
and recommendation shall be transmitted to the Su- 
preme Court for disposition. If the petitioner does not so 
request, the bar examination fee shall be refunded to the 
petitioner, but the petitioner shall still be responsible for 
payment of the costs incidental to the reinstatement 
proceeding as directed by the Board of Governors. 


RULE 9.7 
ACTION ON SUPREME COURT'S DETERMINATION 


(a) Petition Approved. If the petition for reinstatement 
is granted by the Supreme Court, the reinstatement shall 
be subject to the petitioner's taking and passing the bar 
examination and paying the costs incidental to the rein- 
statement proceeding as directed by the Supreme Court. 

(b) Petition Denied. If the petition for reinstatement is 
denied, the bar examination fee shall be refunded to the 
petitioner, but the petitioner shall still be responsible for 
payment of the costs incidental to the reinstatement 
proceeding. 


TITLE 10 
TRANSFER TO DISABILITY INACTIVE STATUS 


Кие 10.1 
AUTOMATIC TRANSFER 


(a) Grounds. In the event that an active lawyer (1) has 
been found to be incapable of assisting in his or her own 
defense in a criminal action; or (2) has been acquitted of 
a crime on the ground of insanity; or (3) has had a 
guardian (but not a limited guardian) appointed for his 
or her person or estate upon a finding of incompetency; 
or (4) has been found to be mentally incapable of con- 
ducting the practice of law in any other jurisdiction, he 
or she shall automatically be transferred from active to 
disability inactive membership status upon receipt by the 
Association of a certified copy of the judgment, order or 
other appropriate document demonstrating that one or 
more of the above events has occurred. 

(b) Notice to Lawyer. The disabled lawyer and his or 
her guardian, if one has been appointed, shall forthwith 
be notified of the transfer to disability inactive status. 
The Supreme Court shall be notified of the transfer to 
disability inactive status and shall be provided with a 
copy of the judgment, order or other appropriate docu- 
ment upon which the transfer was based. 


Кие 10.2 
DISCRETIONARY TRANSFER 


(a) Review Committee May Order Inquiry. When it 
appears to a review committee that there is reasonable 
cause to believe that an active lawyer is unable ade- 
quately to practice law because of insanity, mental ill- 
ness, senility, excessive use of alcohol or drugs, or other 
mental or physical incapacity, the committee shall order 
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that a hearing be held to inquire into the capacity of the 
lawyer to practice law. 

(b) Inquiry During Course of Disciplinary Proceedings. 
When it appears to the Board, a hearing officer or a 
hearing panel that there is reasonable cause to believe 
that a respondent lawyer is incapable of conducting a 
proper defense to a disciplinary proceeding against him 
or her because of insanity, mental illness, senility, exces- 
sive use of alcohol or drugs, or other mental or physical 
incapacity, the Board, officer or panel shall order that a 
supplemental hearing be held to inquire into the capacity 
of the lawyer to conduct a proper defense. Such hearing 
shall be automatic where the respondent lawyer alleges 
in the course of a disciplinary proceeding that he or she 
is unable to conduct a proper defense because of mental 
or physical incapacity. 

(c) Procedure. Proceedings conducted pursuant to this 
rule are not disciplinary proceedings, but shall be con- 
ducted under the same procedural rules as disciplinary 
proceedings. Any hearing held under section (b) above 
may be treated either as a new proceeding or as part of 
an existing proceeding, in the discretion of the Board, 
hearing officer or panel, and the disciplinary proceedings 
shall be held in abeyance pending the outcome of the 
supplemental proceeding. A recommendation of a hear- 
ing officer or panel that a lawyer be transferred to inac- 
tive status under this rule shall be treated as a 
recommendation for suspension for the procedural pur- 
poses of these rules, including rule 6.1(a) and rule 
7.2(а). 

(d) Appointment of Counsel. In the event the respon- 
dent lawyer does not appear by counsel within the time 
required by these rules for the filing of an answer, or 
within 20 days of being notified of the issues to be con- 
sidered in a supplemental proceeding under section (b), 
the chairperson of the Board shall appoint a member of 
the Association as counsel for such respondent lawyer. 

(e) Finding of Incapacity. If after review of the deci- 
sion of the hearing officer or panel, the Board finds that 
a lawyer does not have adequate mental or physical ca- 
pacity to practice law or to conduct a proper defense to 
disciplinary charges, it shall enter an order immediately 
transferring the lawyer to disability inactive status. Such 
transfer shall become effective upon service of such or- 
der upon the lawyer or his or her counsel. 

(f) Appeal to Supreme Court. The lawyer may appeal 
an order of transfer to disability inactive status pursuant 
to the provisions of rule 7.2. The order of the Board 
shall remain in effect, regardless of the pendency of such 
appeal, unless and until reversed by the Supreme Court. 

(g) Proceedings Confidential. All proceedings con- 
ducted pursuant to this rule shall be confidential. 


RULE 10.3 
REINSTATEMENT TO ACTIVE STATUS 
(a) Restriction, Right of Petition and Burden. No law- 
yer transferred to disability inactive status may resume 
active status except by order of the Board or the Su- 


preme Court. Any lawyer transferred to disability inac- 
tive status shall be entitled to petition the Board for 
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transfer to active status. The lawyer shall have the bur- 
den of showing that the disability has been removed. 

(b) Petition and Initial Review. The petition for rein- 
statement shall set forth the facts demonstrating that the 
disability has been removed. The petition shall be filed 
with the Board at the office of the Association. Upon the 
filing of the petition the chairperson of the Board shall 
direct whatever action appears necessary or proper to 
determine whether the disability has been removed. 
Such actions include but are not limited to direction: (1) 
that state bar counsel or any other person conduct an 
investigation and file a report; (2) that an examination 
of the lawyer be conducted by a qualified expert or ex- 
perts; and (3) that a hearing be held before the Board, 
or before a hearing officer or panel. 

(c) Waiver of Doctor-Patient Privilege. The filing of a 
petition for reinstatement to active status by a lawyer 
transferred to disability inactive status shall be deemed 
to constitute a waiver of any doctor-patient privilege 
with respect to any treatment of the lawyer during the 
period of his or her disability. The lawyer shall be re- 
quired to disclose the name of each psychiatrist, psy- 
chologist, physician, or other person, and each hospital 
or other institution by whom or in which the lawyer has 
been examined or treated since his or her transfer to 
disability inactive status. The lawyer shall furnish, if re- 
quested by the Board or state bar counsel, written con- 
sent to each person or hospital to divulge information 
and records relating to the disability. 

(d) Review of Record. Prior to the submission of the 
petition and any report to the Board the lawyer shall 
have a reasonable opportunity to review the report and 
to make any additional submissions he or she deems 
desirable. 

(e) Board Review. The Board shall review the petition 
and report as expeditiously as possible and take one or 
more of the following actions: 

(1) Grant the petition; 

(2) Direct whatever additional action the Board 
deems necessary or proper to determine whether the dis- 
ability has been removed; 

(3) Direct that the lawyer establish proof of compe- 
tence and learning in the law, which proof may include 
certification by the bar examiners of his or her success- 
ful completion of an examination for admission to prac- 
tice; 

(4) Deny the petition, but no such denial shall occur 
except as hereinafter provided without the lawyer having 
the opportunity for a hearing before the Board, or before 
a hearing officer or panel. A hearing is not necessary if 
the lawyer has failed to state a prima facie case for re- 
instatement in his ог-Бег petition, or if the petition does 
not indicate a material change of circumstance since a 
previous denial of a petition for reinstatement filed by 
the lawyer; 

(5) Direct the lawyer to pay the costs of the rein- 
statement proceedings. 

(f) Petition Granted. If the petition for reinstatement is 
granted, the lawyer shall immediately be transferred to 
active status and the Supreme Court notified thereof. If 
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a disciplinary proceeding has been held in abeyance be- 
cause of the disability transfer, the proceeding shall go 
forward upon reinstatenient. 

(g) Review by Supreme Court. If the petition for rein- 
statement is not granted, the respondent lawyer shall 
have the right to appeal the decision of the Board to the 
Supreme Court, by filing a notice of appeal with the 
Association within 15 days of service of the decision of 
the Board upon the respondent lawyer. Review shall be 
conducted pursuant to the procedures of Title 7. 


TITLE 11 
ACCESS TO DiSCIPLINARY INFORMATION 


RULE 11.1 
PENDING INVESTIGATIONS AND PROCEEDINGS 


(a) Investigations Confidential. An investigation into 
an alleged act of misconduct by a lawyer shall be confi- 
dential except as necessary to conduct the investigation 
or to keep a complainant advised of the status of a mat- 
ter, but the pendency, subject matter, and status of an 
investigation may be disclosed if: 

(1) Both the respondent lawyer and the complainant 
have waived confidentiality; or 

(2) The proceeding is based upon the conviction of a 
crime; or 

(3) A review panel finds that the investigation is 
based upon allegations that have become generally 
known to the public. 

(b) Release May Be Authorized. The Board of Gov- 
ernors, or the Executive Director acting under the direc- 
tion of the Board, may authorize the general or limited 
release of any confidential information obtained during 
the course of an investigation when to do so appears 
necessary to protect the interests of clients or other per- 
sons, the public, or the integrity of the Bar. A respon- 
dent lawyer shall be served with notice of a decision to 
release information under this section 5 days prior to its 
release unless the Board finds that such notice would 
jeopardize serious interests of any person or the public. 

(c) Proceedings Public. Upon the filing and service of 
a formal complaint and after the lawyer has answered 
that complaint, or failed to answer within the time re- 
quired, a disciplinary proceeding shall be public, subject 
to the provisions of any protective order as may be en- 
tered pursuant to section (f). The filing of a motion for a 
protective order shall stay the provisions of this rule with 
regard to any matter sought to be kept confidential in 
that motion, and the motion itself shall be confidential, 
until ruled upon. 

(d) Matters Which Are Public. In a matter which is 
public pursuant to section (c), any person may have ac- 
cess to the contents of the bar file in the pending pro- 
ceeding, may attend any hearing on the charges against 
the attorney, except a hearing on a motion, and may at- 
tend any oral argument before the Board conducted 
pursuant to rule 6.7(c). In any disciplinary matter re- 
ferred to the Supreme Court, the file, record, briefs, and 
argument in the case shall also be public except to the 
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extent previously made confidential by a protective order 
or as otherwise ordered by the court. 

(e) Matters Which Are Not Public. In no case shall 
deliberations of a hearing panel, board or court, or mat- 
ters made confidential by a protective order, be public. 

(f) Protective Orders. In order to protect a compelling 
interest of a complainant, witness, third party, or re- 
spondent, the hearing officer or panel chairperson to 
whom a matter is assigned, the chairperson of a review 
committee or of the Board when a matter is before a 
committee or the Board for review, or the president of 
the Association in the case of a petition for reinstate- 
ment after disbarment, may, upon motion and for good 
cause shown, issue a protective order prohibiting the 
disclosure of specific information or specific documents 
or pleadings, and direct that the proceedings be con- 
ducted so as to implement the order. 

(g) Application to Stipulations. A stipulation entered 
into pursuant to rule 4.14 shall be confidential until ap- 
proved by a review committee or the Board, except that 
a complainant may be advised concerning a stipulation 
and its proposed or actual content at any time. A stipu- 
lation which is approved by a review committee or the 
Board shall be public, except that a stipulation entered 
into prior to the filing of a formal complaint and which 
provides for dismissal or conditional dismissal of a com- 
plaint without the imposition of a disciplinary sanction 
shall be confidential, unless and until proceedings are 
instituted for failure to comply with the conditions of the 
stipulation. 

(h) Application to Title 3 Suspensions. Proceedings for 
suspension of a lawyer for conviction of a crime pursu- 
ant to rule 3.1 shall be public upon the filing of the pe- 
tition. Proceedings for suspension of a lawyer for other 
causes pursuant to rule 3.2 shall be public upon issuance 
of a show cause order by the Chief Justice of the Su- 
preme Court. 

(i) Application for Disability Proceedings. Proceedings 
for transfer to and from disability inactive status are 
confidential. However, a complainant may be advised of 
disability proceedings or transfers affecting а lawyer 
complained against. The fact that a lawyer is on inactive 
status, or has been reinstated to active status, is public. 

(j) Application to Reinstatement Proceedings. A peti- 
tion for reinstatement after disbarment shall be a public 
proceeding within this rule from the time the petition is 
filed. 

(k) Regulations. Public access to file materials and 
proceedings as permitted by this rule may be subject to 
reasonable regulation as to time, place and circum- 
stances. Certified copies of public bar file documents 
shall be made available at the same rate as certified 
copies of superior court records. Uncertified copies of 
public bar file documents shall be made available at a 
rate to be set by the Executive Director of the Associ- 
ation. 

(1) Wrongful Disclosure. Disclosure by any person of 
any information concerning a pending or completed in- 
vestigation or proceeding, except as permitted by these 
rules, may subject that person to an action for contempt 
of the Supreme Court. When the person is a lawyer, 
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such wrongful disclosure may also be grounds for disci- 
pline. 


RULE 11.2 
NOTICE OF DISCIPLINE 


(a) Discipline To Be Public. In any case in which a 
disciplinary sanction is imposed upon a lawyer pursuant 
to these rules, whether after a hearing or by stipulation, 
the nature of the sanction and the decision or stipulation 
upon which it is based shall be public. When a lawyer is 
permitted to resign with discipline pending, the fact of 
the resignation with discipline pending shall also be 
public. 

(b) Notice to Supreme Court. A copy of any decision 
imposing a disciplinary sanction on a lawyer shall be 
filed with the Supreme Court when that decision be- 
comes final. 

(c) Other Notices. Notice of the imposition of a disci- 
plinary sanction on a lawyer shall also be given to the 
following authorities, in such form as may appear 
appropriate: 

(1) The lawyer discipline authority or highest court in 
any jurisdiction where the lawyer is believed to be ad- 
mitted to practice; 

(2) The chief judge of each federal district court in 
the state of Washington, and the chief judge of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit; 

(3) The National Discipline Data Bank. 

(d) Notices of Suspension, Disbarment, or Disability 
Inactive Status. Additional notices in any case where a 
lawyer is suspended, disbarred, or transferred to disabil- 
ity inactive status shall be given as provided in rule 8.4. 

(e) Person Responsible. The clerk of the Board if one 
has been appointed, or state bar counsel, shall be re- 
sponsible for providing the notices set forth in this rule. 

(f) Discipline Under Prior Rules. Discipline imposed on 
a lawyer under prior rules of this state which was confi- 
dential when imposed shall remain confidential, regard- 
less of the provisions of section (a). A record of 
confidential discipline may be kept confidential during 
the course of proceedings under these rules, or in con- 
nection with the consideration of a stipulation under rule 
4.14, through a protective order issued under rule 
11.1(f). 


TITLE 12 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 


RULE 12.1 
SERVICE OF PAPERS 


(a) Service Required. Every pleading, every paper re- 
lating to discovery, every written request or motion other 
than one which may be heard ex parte, and every similar 
paper or document issued by state bar counsel or the re- 
spondent lawyer under any provision of these rules shall 
be served on the opposing party (the respondent lawyer 
or state bar counsel as the case may be) as follows, un- 
less personal service is required or unless these rules 
specifically provide otherwise: 
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(1) On the respondent lawyer, by mailing the same 
postage prepaid to the lawyer or his or her attorney of 
record, or leaving the same, at the address set forth in 
the answer or in a notice of appearance filed by an at- 
torney on behalf of the lawyer or at the address set forth 
in any subsequent document filed by the lawyer or his or 
her attorney; or, in the absence of an answer, by mailing 
the same postage prepaid to the lawyer or leaving the 
same at his or her address on file with the Association; 

(2) On state bar counsel, by mailing the same postage 
prepaid, or leaving the same, at the address of the Asso- 
ciation or such other address as state bar counsel may 
request; 

(3) Service by mail under this section shall be by cer- 
tified or registered mail, return receipt requested, unless 
the parties agree otherwise, except that when one or 
more certified mailings properly made pursuant to this 
rule is returned as unclaimed service may be made by 
regular first class mail. Service properly made as herein 
provided shall be effective regardless of whether the 
person to whom the mail is addressed actually receives 
it. 

(b) Personal Service. When personal service upon a 
respondent lawyer is required by these rules, it shall be 
accomplished as follows: 

(1) If the respondent lawyer is found in the state of 
Washington, by personal service upon him or her in the 
manner required for personal service of a summons in a 
civil action in the superior court. 

(2) If the respondent lawyer cannot be found in the 
state of Washington, service can be made either by (i) 
leaving a copy at his or her place of usual abode in the 
state of Washington with some person of suitable age 
and discretion then resident therein; or (ii) mailing by 
registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, a copy ad- 
dressed to him or her at his or her last known place of 
abode, or office address maintained by him or her for 
the practice of law, or post office address or address on 
file with the Association. 

(3) If the respondent lawyer is found outside of the 


‘state of Washington, then by service as set forth in (1) 


or (2) above. 

(c) Service Where Question of Mental Competence. If 
a guardian or guardian ad litem has been duly appointed 
for a respondent lawyer who has been judicially declared 
to be of unsound mind or incapable of conducting his or 
her own affairs, service under sections 12.1(a) and (b) 
above shall also be made on the guardian or guardian ad 
litem. 

(d) Proof of Service. Proof of service when personal 
service is required shall be made by affidavit of service, 
sheriff's return of service, or a signed acknowledgment 
of service. Proof of service in other cases may alterna- 
tively be made by certificate of an attorney similar to 
that allowed by CR 5(b)(2)(B), which certificate shall 
state the form of mail used. Proof of service in all cases 
shall be filed in the office of the Association, or with the 
Supreme Court in matters before the court, but need not 
be served on the opposing party. 
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RULE 12.2 
FILING; COPY TO HEARING OFFICER; ORDERS 


(a) Filing Originals; Copies to Hearing Officer or 
Panel. The original of any pleading, motion, discovery 
document or other paper authorized by these rules, ex- 
cept in matters before the Supreme Court, shall be filed 
in the office of the Association. Filing may be made by 
first class mail, and shall be deemed accomplished on 
the date of mailing. In addition to service upon the op- 
posing party as required by rule 12.1(a), in cases where 
a hearing is pending a copy of any such paper except 
discovery documents shall be sent or delivered to the 
hearing officer or panel chairperson, or to each member 
of a hearing panel where required by these rules. Service 
on a hearing officer or panel may be by regular first 
class mail. 

(b) Filing and Service of Orders. Any written order, 
decision or ruling entered under these rules, except an 
order of the Supreme Court or an informal ruling issued 
pursuant to rule 4.8(e), shall be filed with the Associa- 
tion, and shall be served upon the respondent lawyer by 
the clerk to the Board if one has been appointed, or by 
state bar counsel as provided in rule 12.1 (а). 


RULE 12.3 
PAPERS 


All pleadings or other papers under these rules must 
be typewritten or printed, double spaced, on good quality 
8%— by 11-inch or 8%— by 13-inch paper. 


RULE 12.4 
EXPENSES 


(a) Board, Special District Counsel, Hearing Officer or 
Panel. The members of the Board, special district coun- 
sel, hearing officers and hearing panel members shall 
receive no compensation for their services, except as 
hereinafter provided, but expenses incurred in connec- 
tion with their duties shall be paid from the funds of the 
Association subject to any limitation established by res- 
olution of the Board of Governors. The Board of Gov- 
ernors shall have discretionary authority to provide 
compensation to hearing officers or hearing panel mem- 
bers in cases which are unusually time consuming or 
where some other especially burdensome circumstance is 
involved. 

(b) Special Appointments. The fees for counsel ap- 
pointed pursuant to rule 8.6 or rule 10.2(d) and costs or 
expenses reasonably incurred by such counsel under au- 
thority of these rules shall be paid by the Association. 


RULE 12.5 
RESTRICTIONS ON REPRESENTATION OF RESPONDENT 


A former president of the Association, a former 
member of the Board of Governors, or a former member 
of the Disciplinary Board shall not represent a respon- 
dent lawyer in any proceeding under these rules until 3 
years have elapsed following expiration of his or her 
term of office. 
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RULE 12.6 
RECIPROCAL DISCIPLINE 


(a) Supreme Court Action. Upon receipt of a certified 
copy of an order demonstrating that a lawyer admitted 
to practice in this state has been disciplined in another 
jurisdiction, the Supreme Court shall forthwith direct 
the Association to issue a notice directed to the respon- 
dent lawyer containing: 

(1) A copy of the order from the other jurisdiction; 
and 

(2) An order directing that the respondent lawyer in- 
form the court within 30 days from service of the notice 
of any claim that the imposition of the identical disci- 
pline in this state would be unwarranted, and if so the 
reasons therefor. The notice shall be personally served 
on the respondent lawyer as provided in rule 12.1(b). 

(b) Deferral. In the event the discipline imposed in the 
other jurisdiction has been stayed there, any reciprocal 
discipline imposed in this state shall be deferred until the 
stay expires. 

(c) Conclusive Effect. In all other respects, a final ad- 
judication in another jurisdiction that a lawyer has been 
guilty of misconduct shall establish conclusively the mis- 
conduct for purposes of a disciplinary proceeding in this 
state. 


RULE 12.7 
REMOVAL OF APPOINTEES 


The power granted by these rules to any person, com- 
mittee or board to make any appointment shall include 
the power to remove the person appointed whenever that 
person appears unwilling or unable to perform his or her 
duties, or for any other cause, and to fill the resulting 
vacancy. 


RULE 12.8 
MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS 


(a) Permanent Records. In any matter in which a dis- 
ciplinary sanction has been imposed on a lawyer, the bar 
file and transcripts in the proceeding shall be permanent 
records of the Association and/or of the Supreme Court. 
Related file materials, including investigatory files, may 
be maintained in the discretion of state bar counsel. Ex- 
hibits may be returned to the party supplying them, but 
copies shall be retained where possible. 

(b) Destruction of Files. In any matter in which a 
complaint or investigation has been dismissed without 
the imposition of a disciplinary sanction, whether fol- 
lowing a hearing or otherwise, file materials relating to 
the matter may be destroyed 5 years after the dismissal 
occurred, and shall be destroyed at that time upon the 
request of the lawyer involved unless the files are being 
used in an ongoing investigation or unless other good 
cause exists for retention. The Board of Governors shall 
rule on a request by a lawyer for destruction of files 
pursuant to this rule when that request is opposed by 
state bar counsel. 

(c) Retention of Docket. When a file on a matter has 
been destroyed pursuant to section (b), the Association 
may retain a docket record of the matter for statistical 
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purposes only. That docket record shall not include the 
name or other identification of the lawyer complained 
against. 

(d) Deceased Lawyers. Records and files relating to a 
lawyer who has died, including permanent records, may 
be destroyed at any time in the discretion of state bar 
counsel. 


RULE 12.9 
CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES 


When a complaint is made or information provided to 
state bar counsel or the Association regarding a possible 
act of misconduct by a lawyer, or possible mental or 
physical inability of a lawyer to conduct his or her prac- 
tice of law, and the person making the complaint or 
providing the information requests that his or her iden- 
tity be kept confidential, an investigation may be con- 
ducted in the name of the Association. Unless otherwise 
ordered, the identity of the person complaining or pro- 
viding information, the "confidential source," shall not 
be disclosed to the lawyer, either during the investigation 
or in subsequent formal proceedings if such proceedings 
are ordered. The chairperson of the Board, the chairper- 
son of a review committee, or a hearing officer or panel 
chairperson before whom a matter is pending may order 
state bar counsel to reveal the identity of a confidential 
source upon motion of the lawyer, where after private 
examination of state bar counsel and any requested doc- 
uments or file materials it appears necessary to reveal 
the identity of the confidential source to the lawyer to 
enable the lawyer to conduct a proper defense to the 
charges against him or her. 


RULE 12.10 
STATUTE OF LIMITATION 


There is no statute of limitation or other time limita- 
tion restricting the bringing of a proceeding under these 
rules, but the passage of time since an act of misconduct 
occurred may be considered in determining what if any 
action or sanction is warranted. 


RULE 12.11 
EXONERATION FROM LIABILITY 


(a) Association and Its Agents. No cause of action 
shall accrue in favor of a respondent lawyer or any other 
person, arising from an investigation or proceeding pur- 
suant to these rules, against the Association, or its offi- 
cers or agents (including but not limited to its staff, 
members of the Board of Governors, the Disciplinary 
Board, review committees, hearing panels, hearing offi- 
cers, state bar counsel, special district counsel, a lawyer 
appointed pursuant to rule 8.6 or 10.2(d), probation of- 
ficers appointed pursuant to rule 5.2, or any other indi- 
vidual acting under authority of these rules) provided 
only that the Association or individual shall have acted 
in good faith. The burden of proving bad faith in this 
context shall be upon the party asserting it. The Associ- 
ation shall provide defense to any action brought against 
an officer or agent of the Association for actions taken 
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in good faith under these rules and shall bear the costs 
of that defense. 

(b) Complainants and Witnesses. Communications to 
the Association, Board of Governors, Disciplinary Board, 
review committee, hearing officer or panel, state bar 
counsel, special district counsel, Association staff, or any 
other individual acting under authority of these rules, 
are absolutely privileged, and no lawsuit predicated 
thereon may be instituted against any complainant, wit- 
ness or other person providing information. 


Кие 12.12 
COMPUTATION OF TIME 


In computing any period of time under these rules the 
provisions of CR 6(a) and (e) shall apply. 


RULE 12.13 
STIPULATION TO EXTENSION OF TIME 


In any proceeding under these rules, except matters 
pending before the Supreme Court, the respondent law- 
yer and state bar counsel may stipulate to extension of 
the time requirements provided herein, except the time 
within which any notice of appeal must be filed. 


RULE 12.14 
PRIORITIES 


Guidelines may be established by the Board of Gov- 
ernors or the Disciplinary Board providing for the prior- 
ity under which investigations or proceedings will be 
processed, with first priority being given to those allega- 
tions or charges which appear to represent the most im- 
mediate threat of harm to the public. 


RULE 12.15 
DEFINITIONS 


Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, terms 
used in these rules shall have the following meaning: 

(a) "Association" shall mean the Washington State 
Bar Association. 

(b) "Bar file" shall mean the pleadings, motions, rul- 
ings, decisions, and other formal papers filed in a pro- 
ceeding beginning with the formal complaint. 

(c) "Board" when used alone in these rules shall mean 
the Disciplinary Board. 

(d) "Panel" shall mean a hearing panel. 


RULE 12.16 
EFFECT ON PENDING PROCEEDINGS 


Upon the effective date of these rules as ordered by 
the Supreme Court they shall apply in their entirety to 
any matter or investigation which is pending and which 
has not yet been ordered to hearing or ordered dis- 
missed. They shall apply to other pending matters inso- 
far as practicable. The hearing officer or panel 
chairperson appointed to hear a matter, or the chairper- 
son of the Board in a matter pending before the Board, 
shall rule on questions concerning the appropriate pro- 
cedure to be followed with a view to insuring a fair and 
orderly proceeding. 
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TITLE 13 
AUDITS 


Ки 13.1 


AUDIT AND INVESTIGATION OF 
BOOKS AND RECORDS 


The Board and its chairperson shall have the following 
authority to examine, investigate and audit the books 
and records of any lawyer for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing and reporting whether CPR DR 9-102 has been or 
is being complied with by such lawyer: 

(a) Random Examination. The Board may from time 
to time authorize examinations of the books and records 
of any lawyer or firm of lawyers selected at random. 
Such examinations shall extend only to the books and 
records of such lawyer or firm of lawyers. 

(b) Particular Examination. The chairperson of the 
Board may, upon receipt of information that a particular 
lawyer or firm of lawyers may not be in compliance with 
CPR DR 9-102, authorize an examination limited to the 
scope set forth in section (a). Such information may be 
presented to the chairperson without notice to the lawyer 
or firm of lawyers. 

(c) Audit. Upon the examination set forth in section 
(a) or (b), if the chairperson of the Board shall deter- 
mine that further examination is warranted, the chair- 
person may then order an appropriate audit of the 
lawyer's or the firm's books and records, including veri- 
fication of the information therein from available 
sources. 


RULE 13.2 
COOPERATION OF LAWYER 


It shall be the duty and obligation of any lawyer or 
firm who is subject to examination, investigation and 
audit under rule 13.1 to cooperate with the person con- 
ducting the examination, investigation or audit, subject 
only to the proper exercise of any privilege against self— 
incrimination where applicable, by: 

(a) Producing to such person forthwith all evidence, 
books, records and papers as such person shall request 
for the purpose of his or her examination, investigation 
or audit; 

(b) Furnishing forthwith such explanations as the per- 
son may require for the purpose of his or her examina- 
tion, investigation or audit; 

(c) Producing, in those cases where the examination, 
investigation or audit is being conducted pursuant to 
rule 13.1, to such person forthwith written authorization, 
directed to any bank or depository, for the person to ex- 
amine, investigate or audit trust and general accounts, 
safe deposit boxes and other forms of maintaining trust 
property by the lawyer in such bank or depository. 


RULE 13.3 
DECLARATION OR QUESTIONNAIRE 


(a) Questionnaire. The Association shall cause to be 
directed annually to each active lawyer a written decla- 
ration or questionnaire designed to determine whether 
such lawyer is complying with CPR DR 9-102. Such 
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declaration or questionnaire shall be completed, exe- 
cuted and delivered by such lawyer to the Association on 
or before the date of delivery specified in such declara- 
tion or questionnaire. 

(b) Noncompliance. Failure to file the declaration or 
questionnaire on or before the date specified in section 
(a) shall be grounds for discipline. Such failure shall 
also subject the lawyer who has failed to comply with 
this rule to a full audit of his or her books and records as 
provided in rule 13.1(c), upon request of state bar coun- 
sel to a review committee. A copy of any request made 
under this section shall be served upon the lawyer in- 
volved. The request shall be granted upon a showing that 
the lawyer has failed to comply with section (a) of this 
rule. If the lawyer should later comply, state bar counsel 
shall have discretion to determine whether an audit 
should be conducted, and if so the scope of that audit. A 
lawyer audited pursuant to this section shall be liable for 
all actual costs of conducting such audit, and also a 
charge of $100 per day spent by the auditor in conduct- 
ing the audit and preparing an audit report. Costs and 
charges shall be assessed in the same manner as costs 
under rule 2.8(b)(2). 


RULE 13.4 
DISCLOSURE 


The examination and audit report shall be open to the 
Board, state bar counsel, the lawyer or firm examined, 
investigated or audited, and to the Board of Governors 
upon its request, unless a disciplinary proceeding is 
commenced in which event the disclosure provisions of 
Title 11 shall apply. 


RULE 13.5 
REGULATIONS 


The Disciplinary Board may adopt regulations perti- 
nent to the powers set forth in this rule subject to the 
approval of the Board of Governors and the Supreme 
Court. 


JUDICIAL INFORMATION SYSTEM 
COMMITTEE RULES (JISCR) 
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RuLE 1 
JUDICIAL INFORMATION SYSTEM 


It is the intent of the Supreme Court that a statewide 
Judicial Information System be developed. The system is 
to be designed and operated by the Administrator for 
the Courts under the direction of the Judicial Informa- 
tion System Committee and with the approval of the 
Supreme Court pursuant to RCW 2.56. The system is to 
serve the courts of the state of Washington. 


RULE 2 
COMPOSITION 


(a) Membership. The Judicial Information System 
Committee (JISC) shall be representative of the judi- 
ciary of the state of Washington and shall be appointed 
by the Chief Justice with the approval of the Supreme 
Court from a list of names submitted by representative 
groups and associations from within the judicial system 
and shall be composed of a Supreme Court Justice (the 
Supreme Court), a Court of Appeals judge (Court of 
Appeals), three superior court judges (Superior Court 
Judges' Association), three judges of courts of limited 
jurisdiction (Washington Magistrates' Association), the 
Supreme Court Clerk, two county clerks (Washington 
State Association of County Clerks), a prosecuting at- 
torney (Washington State Prosecuting Attorneys' Asso- 
ciation), a lay citizen (Chief Justice), a representative of 
the Washington State Bar Association, a director of ju- 
venile court services (Juvenile Directors Association), 
the Executive Director of the Washington State Data 
Processing Authority, the Administrator for the Courts, 
two superior court administrators (Association of Wash- 
ington Superior Court Administrators) and three clerks/ 
administrators from courts of limited jurisdiction 
(Washington State Court Administrators Association). 

(b) Terms of Office. The term of membership for those 
who are appointed to represent specific organizations 
shall be for a term of 3 years with the initial term as 
determined by lot, staggered so as to insure that an 
equal number of terms expire each year. Any vacancy in 
the membership of the committee shall be filled in the 
same manner in which the original appointment was 
made and the term of membership shall expire on the 
same date as the original appointment expiration date. 

(c) Operation. The Supreme Court Justice shall be the 
chairperson. The members of the committee shall elect a 
vice-chairperson from among themselves. Meetings of 
the committee shall be called regularly and at a mini- 
mum of four times per year at the discretion of the 
chair. Any members with two unexcused absences from 
regularly scheduled JISC meetings during any calendar 
year shall be requested to resign and the respective as- 
sociation shall appoint a successor to fulfill the unex- 
pired term. Ad hoc committees may also be established 
for the purpose of making special studies and recom- 
mendations to the JISC as required and as recom- 
mended by the chair and approved by the committee. 
The JISC shall review the work of the Administrator for 
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the Courts with regard to the Judicial Information Sys- 
tem and be responsible for recommendations to the Su- 
preme Court concerning policies, procedures, and rules 
which affect the operation of the Judicial Information 
System or any new or presently existing information 
system projects within the state judiciary. 


RULE 3 
STAFF 


Staff for the Judicial Information System Committee 
will be provided by and be responsible to the Adminis- 
trator for the Courts who will be charged with providing 
operational, statistical, and other information to legiti- 
mate and appropriate users of judicial information. 


RULE 4 
BUDGETS 


The Administrator for the Courts, under the direction 
of the Judicial Information System Committee, and with 
the approval of the Supreme Court, shall prepare fund- 
ing requests for personnel, hardware, and software as 
required for a phased implementation of the Judicial In- 
formation System. Any budget requests prepared by the 
Administrator for the Courts shall address the issues of 
control and dissemination of data from court files, de- 
velopmental and operational priorities, a clear definition 
of operational expenses and security, and privacy of in- 
formation and facilities within the system. 


RULE 5 
STANDARD DATA ELEMENTS 


A standard court data element dictionary for the Ju- 
dicial Information System shall be prepared and main- 
tained by the Administrator for the Courts with the 
approval of the Judicial Information System Committee. 
Any modifications, additions, or deletions from the 
standard court data element dictionary must be reviewed 
and approved by the Judicial Information System Com- 
mittee. 


RULE 6 
REPORTS 


The Administrator for the Courts shall furnish to the 
courts and clerks of the state standard report formats as 
recommended and approved by the Judicial Information 
System Committee. Records and reports either in com- 
puterized or manual formats shall be in accordance with 
the standard court data elements established by the Ju- 
dicial Information System Committee and consistent 
with the definitions contained therein. 


RULE 7 
CODES AND CASE NUMBERS 


The Administrator for the Courts shall establish, with 
the approval of the Judicial Information System Com- 
mittee, a uniform set of codes and case numbering sys- 
tems for criminal charges, civil actions, juvenile 
referrals, attorney identification, and standard disposi- 
tion identification codes. 
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RULE 8 
RETENTION 


The Administrator for the Courts shall establish re- 
tention periods for all computerized records based upon 
the recommendations of the Judicial Information System 
Committee and consistent with state law. 


RULE 9 
COMMUNICATIONS LINK WITH OTHER SYSTEMS 


The Judicial Information System will serve as the 
communications link for the courts with all local, re- 
gional, statewide, and national noncourt systems. The 
Judicial Information System shall perform all functions 
relating to the transfer of computerized judicial data or 
information except as specifically approved by the Su- 
preme Court upon the recommendations of the Judicial 
Information System Committee. 


Кие 10 
ATTORNEY IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS 


The Office of the Administrator for the Courts will 
assign and maintain a uniform attorney identification 
number consistent with the number currently utilized by 
the Washington State Bar Association. The use of such 
code numbers will be subject to rules promulgated by 
the Supreme Court upon recommendations by the Judi- 
cial Information System Committee and the Board of 
Governors of the Washington State Bar Association. 


RULE 11 
SECURITY, PRIVACY, AND CONFIDENTIALITY 


All court record systems must conform to the privacy 
and confidentiality rules as promulgated by the Supreme 
Court upon the recommendation of the Judicial Infor- 
mation System Committee, which rules shall be consis- 
tent with all applicable law relating to public records. 
Any modifications, additions, or deletions from the es- 
tablished rules must be reviewed by the Judicial Infor- 
mation System Committee and approved by the 
Supreme Court. Additionally: 

(a) Courts obtaining information from computerized 
files subject to special security and privacy administra- 
tive rules or legislative direction must insure that all 
such rules or legislative enactments are followed in the 
handling of such information. 

(b) In all automated systems, duplicate records must 
be prepared regularly and stored separately and a trans- 
action log kept of all record changes covering the entire 
time period since the preparation of the last duplicate set 
of records. 

(c) The Office of the Administrator for the Courts will 
maintain a library of court system documentation for the 
state. All automated information systems which have re- 
ceived approval from the Supreme Court to collect, 
store, and/or disseminate computerized judicial infor- 
mation must submit to the Office of the Administrator 
for the Courts and maintain on file a copy of all system 
documentation related to the collection, storage, and 
dissemination of such information. 
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Кие 12 
DISSEMINATION OF COURT INFORMATION 


The Judicial Information System Committee will 
adopt rules, consistent with all applicable law relating to 
public records, governing the release of information con- 
tained within the Judicial Information System. Such 
rules and any amendments thereto shall be forwarded to 
the Supreme Court and, unless altered by the court or 
returned to the Judicial Information System Committee 
for its further consideration and recommendations, shall 
take effect 45 days after the receipt of such rules by the 
Supreme Court. 


RULE 13 
LOCAL COURT SYSTEMS 


Counties or cities wishing to establish automated 
court record systems shall provide advance notice of the 
proposed development to the Judicial Information Sys- 
tem Committee and the Office of the Administrator for 
the Courts 90 days prior to the commencement of such 
projects for the purpose of review and approval. 


RULE 14 
CONTROL OF DATA PROCESSING EQUIPMENT 


Data processing for courts shall be processed on com- 
puter equipment managed and controlled by the courts. 
In exceptional instances where extreme care has been 
taken to insure the integrity of the internal function of 
the courts, explicit approval may be obtained from the 
Supreme Court upon the recommendation of the Ad- 
ministrator for the Courts and the Judicial Information 
System Committee to utilize facilities not totally man- 
aged and controlled by the courts. 


RULE 15 


DATA DISSEMINATION OF COMPUTER-BASED 
COURT INFORMATION 


IL is declared to be the policy of the courts to facili- 
tate public access to court records, provided such dis- 
closures in no way present an unreasonable invasion of 
personal privacy and will not be unduly burdensome to 
the ongoing business of the courts. 

Due to the confidential nature of some court informa- 
tion, authority over the dissemination of such informa- 
tion shall be exercised by the judicial branch. This rule 
establishes the minimum criteria to be met by each in- 
formation request before allowing dissemination. 

(a) Application. This rule applies to all requests for 
computer-based court information submitted by ап indi- 
vidual, as well as public and private associations and 
agencies. This rule does not apply to requests initiated 
by or with the consent of the Administrator for the 
Courts for the purpose of answering a request vital to 
the internal business of the courts. 

(b) Excluded Information. Records sealed, exempted, 
or otherwise restricted by law or court rule may not be 
released to the general public except by court order. 

(c) Data D